RETIRED PLAYERS

Heini ADAMS (08/01/16) ex Bordeaux, retired Jul 2016
Biog 1
FORMER SUPER RUGBY & CURRIE CUP WINNER
Biog 2
TOURED EUROPE WITH SOUTH AFRICA IN 2009
Biog 3
TRY IN 24-21 WIN AT STADE FRANCAIS LAST MONTH
Commentary Notes
5 Top 14 games this season – try in 24-21 away win at champions Stade on December 5
Started in both games v Ospreys in Champions Cup but missed out v Exeter
Club Career 
Scrum-half
15 Top 14 appearances last season
2 TRIES IN 21 APPEARANCES IN TOP 14 IN 2013/14
3 TRIES IN 22 APPEARANCES IN TOP 14 IN 2012/13
Signed for Bordeaux in 2010
Scored 3 tries in 36 Super Rugby appearances for Bulls and won title with them in 2007, 2009 and 2010
He was on the bench in both the 2007 and 2009 finals but didn’t feature in 2010
Scored 3 tries in 47 matches for the Blue Bulls and won the Currie Cup in 2006 and 2009
International Career
Toured England, Ireland, Italy and France with the Springboks in the autumn of 2009 but has never been capped by his country
He did play for South Africa in matches against both Leicester and Saracens on that tour
He is also a former member of the Emerging Springboks
Miscellaneous
Full name is Heinrich Jaco Adams
Age Was 35 in May (29/05/80, Born in Worcester in South Africa)





Ralph ADAMS-HALE (02/10/21) ex-Saracens, dislocated shoulder v Leicester, was due be back playing in early 2022, another shoulder inj in 2023, retired Jun 2024
Biog 1
Only 4th PREM start, just his 12th app
Biog 2
1st career PREM try in April 2019 v Bristol
Biog 3
Out for 16 months Nov 2019-Mar 2021 (ankle)
Commentary Notes
Biog 3 – Serious ankle injury at Kingsholm
Came off bench in PREM final in June 2019 
2018/19
PREM debut repl v Was (H) Dec; 1st PREM try Apr v Bri (A); 1st PREM PO & final 
2016/17
Loaned to London Scottish; 1 Championship app & 2 in B&I Cup
Club Career
11 previous PREM games (3 starts, 1 try) – all Sar
0 previous Champions Cup games
0 previous Challenge Cup games
Played full 80 mins in a First Team friendly v Worcester for Saracens debut in Oct 2015
Joined Saracens academy in 2015
Began playing at age of 5 at Harpenden 
International Career
Ex-England U20 - Played in 2017 JWC Final (Started v Wales & off bench v Aus in pool stages)
1 replacement app in each of 2016 & 2017 U20 Six Nations
Miscellaneous
Studied physics for his degree
Age Will be 25 in January (born in Wheathamstead, Herts; DOB 31/01/97)



Seb ADENIRAN-OLULE (08/05/15) ex Quins, died following road traffic accident 11/05/16
Biog 1
1st PREM APPEARANCE AT THE STOOP
Commentary Notes
This Season
Made PREM debut as a replacement v Wasps (A) in Feb; part of England’s U20 Six Nations winning side
 Club Career
1 previous PREM games (0 tries)
0 EPCR games 
Played for Harlequins in U18s PREM Cup final
Switched to hooker from prop during 2012/13
Started out at Sutton & Epsom as an 11yo
International Career
England U18
Ex-England U16 & U17
Miscellaneous
Schoolboy goalkeeper
Harlequins fan
Age Will be 20 in October (born in Brent, North West London; DOB 25/10/95)

Simon ALCOTT (29/09/12) ex Exeter, retired 2013
Biog
ON AS A SUB IN EACH GAME THIS SEASON
Commentary Notes
Try scorer v Dragons in the Amlin cup in November 2011
Yet to score a try in the PREM (as is the case with his other hooking colleagues at Exeter) but got two in the LV (other v Cardiff Blues in 2010/11)
5th season with Exeter
Had agreed to join Worcester in 2010, but the Warriors allowed him to stay with Exeter after the Chiefs were promoted…nice! (would that happen in football???)
Will be 29 next month




Anthony ALLEN (10/01/15) ex Leicester Tigers, retired 2015
Biog 1
TRY IN 2012 PREM DEFEAT v QUINS
Biog 2 
TRY v EXETER IN 150th PREM GAME IN SEPTEMBER
Commentary Notes
This Season
Made a club record 87th PREM start at centre v L Welsh in Nov - beat Ollie Smith’s record of 86
Made 150th PREM app (try v Exeter in Sep); missed 5 matches in Sep/Oct
Last Season
Led Leicester for first time in Sep (at Bath); a ruptured muscle in Oct in his leg led to 'compartment syndrome' & 3 operations; he narrowly escaped kidney failure & could have lost his leg; returned in Jan; made 100th career start for Tigers
Club Career
156th PREM game (26 tries, 130 pts) – 12 in 92 previous for Leicester; 14 in 62 for Gloucester Played for Gloucester in 2007 PREM Final & for Leicester in 2010, 2011, 2012 (try) & 2013 so has two winners’ medals from five PREM finals (try in defeat v Quins in 2012); Signed a new Tigers contract in 2011/12
Missed three months before Xmas 2011 after suffering a badly cut hand while doing DIY at home, he had missed a month of early season in 2010/11 with an ankle injury
International Career
2 England caps (0 tries) - only 20 (& with Gloucester) when won both his caps in 2006 v NZ & Arg
Toured South Africa twice with England; in 2007 he didn’t play a game…but appeared in both tour games v SA Barbarians in June alongside Jordan Turner-Hall, scoring a try v SA Barbarians North
Opposed former Leicester team-mate Aaron Mauger on his England debut (the signed shirt is framed on the wall at his parents’ house) and then played in Argentina defeat
In triumphant England Saxons Churchill Cup squad 2010
Age Was 28 in September




Maggie ALPHONSI (16/04/16)
Women’s World Cup winner with England in 2014
Won the Women’s Six Nations title seven times
Won the Women’s PREM with Saracens
International Career
74 England Women caps (28 tries)
Retired after 2014 World Cup triumph, her country’s first win in that event for 20 years
Won record seven consecutive Six Nations crowns (2006-2012), six of them Grand Slam seasons
Played in 2010 World Cup final defeat v New Zealand
Club Career
Lifted the Women’s PREM with Saracens in 2006 & 2007
Miscellaneous
Nickname: “The machine”
Age Was 32 in December (born in Lewisham, London; DOB 20/12/83)

Niall ANNETT (14/06/25) ex-Bath, final pro game, retired Jun 2025
Biog 1
FINAL GAME OF PROFESSIONAL RUGBY
Biog 2
143RD PREM APPEARANCE
Biog 3
MISSED 2 PREM GAMES LAST SEASON
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Will join Ulster coaching staff 
Biog 3 – Only missed 2 2023/24; Pulled out match-day v Sal Mar
2-week ban after running from the bench to get involved in a fracas Bristol in Sep 2022…a red card without actually playing in what was supposed to be his Bath debut!!
CAPTAINCY: PREM  PL 1
Last Season
Try v Exe (H) Nov, try v Ben (A) Dec, try v Exe (A) Apr, try v Edi (A, Chl Cup SF), repl in 1st Chall Cup Final, repl in 2nd PREM PO
2023/24
Try v Lsc (H,PREM Cup) Sep, try v Exe (H,PREM Cup) Oct, try in 1st PREM PO, 1st PREM Final
2022/23
RC v Bri (A) R1 as an unused repl!! (2-wk ban); 1st Bth tries (2) repl v Lir (A) & try v Glo (H) Oct, try v Exe (A) Xmas Eve, YC v New (H) NY Eve; try v Har in Apr, 6 PREM tries
2021/22 (for Worcester)
Missed Leic game in Oct (birth of 1st child); 2 tries as captain v Zeb Jan 
2020/21 (for Worcester)
Made 100th Wor app Mar 
2019/20 (for Worcester)
Out for 2 mths (Dec-Feb) shoulder, new deal Dec, try v Har (H) Aug 2020
2017/18 (for Worcester)
Missed whole campaign (hamstring & knee)
2016/17 (for Worcester)
Try v Bath (A) in Sep; ankle inj in Nov (out for 13 wks); conc v Nor (A) in AW in Feb
2015/16 (for Worcester)
Try v Glo (A) in Oct & v Glo (H) in Mar
2014/15 (for Worcester)
1 try in 19 Championship games, last-min try in Champ final 1st leg v Bristol (won 59-58 on agg)
Club Career
142 prev PREM games (85s, 17T, 6YC, 1RC) – 9 in 50 Bth, 8 in 92 (72 sts, 4YC) Wor 
includes Bristol game in Sep 2022 when he didn’t play but did receive a red card!
10 previous Champions Cup games (3 sts, 1 try) – 1 in 8 Bth, 2 Uls
17 previous Challenge Cup games (8 sts, 4 tries) – 1 in 6 Bth, 11 Wor  
18 previous URC games (1 st, 0 tries) – all Uls 
Signed by Bath in 2022, Joined Worcester in Feb 2014
Played for Ulster 2011-14
International Career
Uncapped (Ex-Ireland U20 captain in 2011 World Junior Champs); Played for Emerging Ireland
Miscellaneous
1st child (Lottie) born Oct 2021 –withdrew from Leicester game to be with wife Claire at the birth 
Age Was 34 last month (born in Belfast, Nir; DOB 07/05/91)

Joe ANSBRO (25/03/12) – ex L Irish, retired 2013 (neck)
Biog 1
FIRST APPEARANCE FOR L IRISH SINCE NEW YEAR’S DAY
Biog 2
FIRST PREM TRY FOR L IRISH v EXETER IN DECEMBER
Commentary Notes
Getting more opportunities at Irish than he got at Northampton – only made four PREM starts at centre last season
The try v Exeter was his first in the PREM for 14 months and the effort v Racing Metro earlier in December was his first in any first team game since January  (scored twice for Scotland in that time)
Played for Scotland v England in the world cup
Glasgow-born, moved to England as a child; Also capped by England U18.
There is a “Joe Ansbro Appreciation Society” on Facebook (over 100 members!)
Was 26 in October


Don ARMAND (20/02/22) ex Exeter, retired Jun 2022
Biog 1
2 tries in win here in November 2015 
Biog 2
Try in win v Montpellier in December
Biog 3
Failed an HIA v L Irish last month
Commentary Notes 
25 PREM tries, only Sam Simmonds & Waldrom more among Exeter Forwards
PREM captaincy record: PL14 W8 L6
Last Season 
Try v Leic (A) & Nor (H) Rds 1 & 2; try v New in Nov; Made 100th PREM start as a flanker in October
2020/21 
4 starts at lock, 2 at flanker; Rd 1 v Har 1st PREM start at lock since Oct 2014, 5th PREM PO (W5), 5th PREM Final (started 3)
2019/20 
Missed 1st 7 weeks due to injury contract extension Jul; Led Exeter 3 times
2018/19 
Try v Was & Bth; try v Glo (H,Cmps) & Glo (A,Cmps) Dec; try v Mun (A) Jan, try v Sal (A) Mar; 1st career YC v Leic; try v Nor (H,R22) May; 4th PREM PO (W4), 4th PREM Final
2017/18 
2T v Lir (H) & try v Was (H) Sep; 2T & MoM v Mon (A) Oct; try & MoM v Leic (H) Dec; try v Mon (H) & Gla (A) Jan; try v Nor (H) Feb; try v New (H) May; 11 tries (AC) 3rd PREM PO, 3rd PREM Final (capt)
2016/17
Led Exe for 1st time in Rd 1 v Was (A) & ruptured knee ligs v Har (H) Sep – out 11 wks; MoM in comeback v Sal (A) Dec;; Dream Team; MoM in PREM final v Was
2015/16
Try v Lir (H) Oct, 2 tries v New (A) Nov, try v Cle (H) Dec, try v Wor (A) Jan; Only PREM missed v Was (A) Dec, Sar (A) in Mar & Har (A) May – started rest; MoM v Nor Mar; Nom for PREM Player of year
2014/15
Try v Lir in Oct; agreed new 2-year contract in Dec
2013/14
1 Start and 10 sub apps in PREM; PREM debut as a repl at Kingsholm in Oct 2013; Tries v Blu and Tln in Champions Cup; Try v Osp in AW Cup; Try v Glo in PREM in March 2014
Club Career
145 previous PREM games (113 starts – 103 FL, 3 N8, 7 SR, 25 tries) – all Exe
36 previous Champions Cup games (11 tries) – all Exe
4 previous Challenge Cup games (1 try) – all Exe
Signed for Exeter from Western Province ahead of 2013/14 season
Won the Currie Cup in 2012 with WP
Played for Stormers in Super Rugby (15 apps)
International Career
2 England caps (0 starts, 0 tries) - debut v Arg (San Juan) Jun 2017; last v Ire, Mar 2018
Repl in 1st Test in Arg on 2017 tour, in same match as Jack Maunder made debut
England Saxons – played in both wins v South Africa A in Jun 2016
Miscellaneous Full name is Donovan Wade Armand
Age Was 33 in September (born in Harare, Zim; DOB 23/09/88)

Delon ARMITAGE (15/11/19) Glo v Tls
Twice Champions Cup winner with Toulon (2013 & 2014)
Try for L Irish v Gloucester in 2006 Challenge Cup final
4 tries across 3 Champions Cup games v Toulouse
Notes
2006 Challenge Cup final went to extra time at The Stoop…London Irish lost 34-36
Once scored a hat-trick of tries v Toulouse, in January 2007 for London Irish
Club Career
49 Champions Cup games (16 tries) – 6 in 26 for Toulon, 10 in 23 for L Irish
24 Challenge Cup games (13 tries) – 1 in 5 for Lyon, 12 in 19 for L Irish
109 Top 14 games (197 pts, 30 tries) – 5 tries (40 pts) in 37 for Lyon, 25 tries (157 pts) for Toulon
121 PREM games (243 pts, 32 tries) – all for L Irish
Retired in summer 2019, final game was for Lyon v Montpellier in the Barrage on June 1 2019
Suffered cruciate knee injury in Sep 2018
Joined Lyon in 2006
Signed for Toulon in summer 2012, won 2 Champions Cups & 1 Top 14 title with them
Has also been banned for a dangerous tackle and punching
His career has been punctuated by indiscretions, the most serious being the alleged assault of an anti-doping official in 2011 (8-week ban) 
Was at London Irish for a decade 2002-12 and made 121 PREM apps, scoring 32 tries
Played rugby with his brothers for Rugby Nice Côte d'Azur Université-Racing as a youngster
International Career
26 England caps (7 tries) - debut v Pacific Islanders in Nov 2008, last cap v Sco (Auckland) Oct 2011
Was turned away from France U16s for being too skinny
Age Will be 36 next month (born in San Fernando, Trinidad but grew up in the South of France before moving to England; DOB 15/12/83)
Chris ASHTON (16/04/23) – scored hat trick in this game v Exeter to get to 101 PREM tries, RC rescinded v Quins 06/05/23, which was final game of career
Biog 1
98th PREM try in December v Bristol
Biog 2
Due to retire at the end of the season
Biog 3
Try in win at Sandy Park last season
Commentary Notes
1st game since February 25 v L Irish (A), last game at Welford Road was v Saracens week before
Biog 1 – Extended PREM record haul; Also record tries in Champions Cup (41) & all Euro comps (56)
Biog 2 - Won 3 PREM titles (1 Leicester, 2 Saracens)
Biog 3 – A very significant score as its equalled the PREM record
PREM tries v 14 clubs BUT 0 v SARACENS: 
15 v Wor, 11 Har, 10 Bth, 9 New, 8 Lwe, 7 Lei, 7 Lir, 6 Glo, 5 Exe, 5 Was, 5 Nor, 4 v Bri, 4 Sal, 2 Lee Dotted down for record 6 different PREM clubs, ahead of scrum halves Pete Richards and Andy Gomarsall, who each scored for 5
Last Season 
YC on Leic debut 4th PREM Final (YET TO SCORE IN A PREM FINAL…)
2020/21 (for Quins & Worcester)
Only 2 app for Har, left Jan,  1 PREM try
2019/20 (for Quins)
7 TRIES IN 14 APPS (ALL COMPS) for Sale; 150th PREM app, 6 PREM tries
2018/19 (for Sale)
Banned after tip tackle in pre-season; 3T on Sal debut v Con (H) Oct; Bth (A) Dec 1st PREM app since 2017 SF; 8 tries in 6 Chall Cup apps…only Peter Betham (10) more, 2 PREM tries
2017/18 (for Toulon)
Record 24 Top 14 tries FB at times – Last start at FB before that was for Saints v Sale in Apr 2009; Just 2 previous career starts at FB before this campaign, other was v Bristol in Chal Cup in Dec 2008! 
2016/17 (for Saracens)
Try v New (H) on Xmas Eve; conc v Leic (A), 2T v Sca (A) & 1 v Tln (H) Jan; try v Wor (A) Feb; try v Bth (H) Mar, 2T v Gla (H), try v Har (H-Wb) & 1st career try v Nor (A-MK) & try v Bri (H) Apr, 9 PREM tries
2015/16 (for Saracens)
6 games w/out scoring at start of season – longest barren run for 3 yrs; 2T v Wor (Tw) Nov, 3T v Oyx (H) Dec; 10 wk ban (eye contact w/ Uls’ Luke Marshall) Jan; return v Bth (A, 2T), 1T v Nor (H, Cmps Cup QF) & 2T v Har (Wem) in Apr; 3T v Wor (A), 2T v Leic (H, SF) in May; 11 PREM tries 3rd PREM final
2014/15 (for Saracens)
Started all 8 Cmps Cup games (4 tries); 22 PREM games – 19 starts; Tries v Wasps & Quins in Sep, Gloucester & Clermont (2) in Oct, W Prov (2) in Nov; try v Bath (H) in Feb; equalled Armitage’s record for most YCs in PREM by a back (10); 4T v Lwe (A) In May inc 5-min hat-trick, 13 PREM tries
Club Career
177 previous PREM games (164 sts – 154 WG, 10 FB; 98T, 485p, 11YC, 1RC) – 6 in 19 (1YC) Leic, 1 in 4 Wor, 2 in 7 Har, 6 in 14 Sal, 47 in 80 Sar, 33 in 51 for Nor
69 previous Champions Cup games (41 tries) – 1 in 3 Leic, 1 in 4 Sal, 31 in 45 (1 YC) Sar, 8 in 17 Nor
12 previous Challenge Cup games (15 tries) – 8 in 6 Sal, 7 in 6 Nor
93 tries in 111 games in all comps for Northampton; only Cohen (50) has more in PREM for Saints
PREM tries against 11 different clubs, but never v Saracens…1 PREM try in 2008/09,  PB 16 in 2009/10, 10 in 2010/11, 6 in 2011/12 & 2012/13, 8 in 2013/14
Indiscipline
11 PREM YC, 3 in 2012/13 (1 retro for illegal tackle v Nor Oct 2012) 1 game ban; 4 wk ban pulling Alesana Tuilagi’s hair in Dec 2011 v Leic (A); YC in 2011 SF after bust-up with Tuilagi; 10 wk ban for eye contact L Marshall Jan 2016; 13 wk ban biting v Nor (H) Sep 2016: 7 wk ban for tip tackle Sep/Oct 2018
International Career
44 England caps (41 starts, 20 tries) – debut v Fra (A) Mar 2010, last cap v Fra (H) Feb 2019
Try v Nzl in 1st Test start for 4 years Nov 2018 ; Try v NZ Dec 2012 ended 14-mth Test drought, try v Sco Feb 2013; 15T in 1st 17 Tests; dropped for 2014 6N, back v NZ on tour; most 2011 6N tries (6) & 6 in 2011 WC inc. 2nd Eng hat-trick (v Rom)
Age Was 36 last month (born in Wigan, DOB 29/03/87)


Mark ATKINSON (02/12/23) ex-Gloucester, retired Mar 2024 (knee inj)
Biog 1
ONLY ENGLAND CAP IN NOVEMBER 2021 v TONGA
Biog 2
ONLY 3rd PREM APPEARANCE IN 13 MONTHS
Biog 3
122nd PREM APPEARANCE
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 – Suffered season-ending knee injury v Bath in October 2022, made comeback in PREM Cup in September…this is his 2nd game back
1st PREM hat-trick by Glo player for 5 years v Nor in 2019 & 1st by a centre for the club
Only 8 PREM games in calendar year 2022
PREM CAPTAINCY RECORD: PL1 W0 L1 (v Saracens, Aug 2020)
Last Season 
Try in seasonal debut v Leic (H) Sep, 1st PREM YC v Lir (A) Oct
2020/21 
Try v Uls Dec, most PREM offloads for Glo (15 in 15 games), Missed 5 games Feb/Mar (shoulder)
2019/20 
50th PREM app Oct; Try in win v Sal Oct; 2T v Con Dec (1st career Cmps Cup tries)
2018/19
Try v Sar (A) Sep; FH v Nor (H) PC Nov; out 7 wks Nov/Dec (h’string); Dream Team; 1st PREM PO
2017/18
Try v Was in Dec, Age (Chall) & Osp (AW) in Jan, New & Lir in Mar; try in Chall Cup final
2016/17
FH v Exe (A) & 2 tries v Bay (A) in Oct; try v Was (H) in Nov 1st in PREM for 2 yrs
10 PREM starts, only made 5 in 2015/16; out 3 mths (h’string); new contract in Dec 2016
2015/16
Try v Zeb (A) in Jan; agreed new contract in Mar
2014/15
Repl R1-6 (2T v Lwe), 1st Glo start AW v Exe, 1st career PREM start v Har Nov; try (repl) v Zeb (H) Dec
2013/14
4 Tries in the Championship for Bedford
Club Career
121 previous PREM games (94 sts, 67 pts, 13 tries, 1YC) – 14T (1YC) in 120 Glo, 2 pts in 1 (0 sts) Was
11 previous Champions Cup games (9 starts, 3 tries) – all Glo
28 previous Challenge Cup games (22 sts, 10 tries, 1YC) – all Glo 
Signed for Gloucester in 2014 from Bedford Blues
Ex-Wasps (only PREM game repl v Lee (Wyc) in Apr 2011 (kicked a conv) & Sale
International Career 
1 England cap (0 starts, 0 pts) – debut repl v Tga (Tw) Nov 2021
Named in England training squad for first time Sep 2021
Miscellaneous
Can play centre, full back & fly half
Played for Barbarians v England in June 2019
Age Will be 34 in March (born in Knowsley, Merseyside; DOB 08/03/90)



Dave ATTWOOD (06/05/23) ex Bath, final game for Bath before retiring
Biog 1
Retiring from professional rugby after 18-year career 
Biog 2
175th & final appearance for Bath 
Biog 3
Yellow card v old club Toulon in January
Commentary Notes
1st appearance for 2 months since March 10 v Saints
2nd spell with Bath, made 158 apps in all comps in 1st spell; Also 2 spells with Bristol & 1 with Gloucester…Mr West Country!
Biog 3 – Cited & banned for punch v Northampton in November
1 of 5 players to play for 3 different clubs in PREM semi-finals (James Buckland, Jim Hamilton, Pete Richards & Julian Salvi); Gloucester in 2011 (lost), Bath in 2015 (won) & Bristol in 2021 (lost)
2020/21 (for Bristol)
Led Bristol 3 times (twice in PREM)
2020/21 (for Bristol)
YC v New (H) NY Day; 3rd PREM semi-final
2019/20 (for Bristol)
Try v Brv (H) Jan, missed just 6 PREM games
2018/19  (for Bath)
16 PREM apps (all starts); Made 150th PREM app
2017/18 (for Toulon)
Knee inj, loan to Tln in Jan, played in Cmps Cup QF v Mun
2016/17 (for Bath)
2 tries v New (H) in Sep; try v Was (A) on Xmas Eve: out from NY Eve until end of Apr
2015/16 (for Bath)
Capt v Har Oct; new deal, neck op Jan (out 3 mths)
2014/15 (for Bath)
1st PREM final
Club Career
208 prev PREM games (174s,12T,4YC) - 8T in 126 (98s,2YC) Bth, 2T in 50 (2YC) Bri, 2T in 32 (26s) Glo
35 prev Champions Cup games (28 sts, 1 try, 1YC) – 1 in 22 Bth, 0 in 6 Bri,, 0 in 1 Tln, 0 in 6 Glo
27 prev Challenge Cup games (21 sts, 2 tries, 1YC) – 1 in 13 (1YC) Bth, 1 in 10 Bri, 0 in 4 Glo
8 prev Top 14 games (8 starts, 0 tries) – all Tln
Also 1YC in the Anglo-Welsh Cup
Re-joined Bath in 2022
Re-joined Bristol in 2019; Loaned to Toulon in Jan 2018 until end of season
Only missed 3 of Bth’s 34 games in 2012/13 (AW v Dra Nov 2012, PREM v Lwe & the Chall QF)
Only missed 1 PREM game (17 sts) in 2011/12, MoM v Lir (A) Oct 2011; Joined Bath in 2011
9-week ban Jan 2011 (stamping v Lar Dec 2010), lost him place in Eng squad, then pelvic injury
Began at Dings Crusaders under ex-Bristol No.8 Bob Hesford – who compared him to Martin Johnson
International Career
24 England caps (0 tries) – debut as repl v Nzl (H) Nov 2010; last cap v RSA (H) Nov 2016
Played in 10 of 12 Tests before RWC 2015, but left out of RWC squad
Fixture in squad in 2014; first 2 caps repl v Nzl & Sam in Nov 2010, 3rd v Arg in Jun 2013; Stamping incident v Aus Bbs in 2010 (escaped ban on technicality)
Age Was 36 last month (born in Bristol; DOB 05/04/87)

Yoan AUDRIN (May 2014) ex Montpellier, joined Racing Jul 2014, released 2016
BIOG 1
SCORED THREE TRIES IN HIS FIRST TWO GAMES OF THE SEASON
BIOG 2
FORMER BAYONNE, MONTAUBAN AND CASTRES BACK
BIOG 3
MADE 10 TOP 14 APPEARANCES LAST SEASON
Commentary Notes
DOB 14/08/81
Winger/centre
Began his career at Beziers
Played for Bayonne, Montauban and Castres
Has played for France A and the sevens team
Scored seven tries in 22 appearances in the Top 14 for Castres in 2010/11

Marcos AYERZA (13/04/17) Ex-Leicester, retired April 2017 - back injury
Biog 1
Joined Tigers in 2006
Biog 2
Red card v Quins at The Stoop in April 2011
Biog 3
169 PREM games, 6th on all-time Tigers list
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 – Sent off alongside Joe Marler, Ayerza head-butted Marler who retaliated with punches
Biog 3 - Only 5 men have played more PREM games for Tigers – Murphy (205), Chuter (194), Corry (181), L Deacon (177) & Kay (177) …. Only Murphy (74), Corry (69) & Kay (65) have played more EPCR games for Tigers…Ayerza 63
This Season 
Made 200th start for Tigers in Sep
Last Season
Played for Arg in RWC SF, YC v Munster (A) in Dec was his 1st in a EPCR game; Passed Rowntree’s Leicester record for PREM games as a prop (150) & 1st try since Oct 2011 v Gloucester (A) in Jan; Tigers record 18th PREM derby v Saints in Apr; played in record 9th PREM semi (the only one he has missed since debut in 2007 was 2013 v Quins)…1st one was v Bristol (packed down v Darren Crompton….)
Last Season
Played for Arg v Scotland, Italy and France in autumn; 200th game for Tigers in Dec; 
2013/14
Played first game for Tigers in Oct, after being with Argentina in The Rugby Championship; 100th career PREM start; record-equalling 7th PREM semi (= Chuter’s mark), six of them starts, W6 L1
Club Career
169 previous PREM games (Leicester front row record 141 starts, 8 tries) – all for Leicester
63 previous EPCR games (all in the Champions Cup, 0 tries, 1 YC) – all for Leicester
Won 4 PREM titles with Leicester - Played in 7 PREM finals & 8 record semi-finals
Man of the Match v Bath Dec 2012 – forgotten amid yellow and red card chaos that surrounded it
Missed 2007 Anglo-Welsh Cup final victory v Ospreys after being banned for throwing a punch in the Champions Cup quarter-final v Stade Francais – played in the EPCR final defeat by Wasps
Joined Leicester in 2006; Ex-Cardinal Newman club in Buenos Aires
International Career
66 Argentina caps (1 try – v Japan in Apr 2005) – debut v SA (Buenos Aires) Dec 2004, Last cap v South Africa (London Stadium) Oct 2015
Played in 17 Rugby Championship games
Scored only international try in 2nd cap and 1st start v Jpn in Apr 2005
Made international debut while playing amateur rugby for Cardinal Newman
Has played on both sides of the scrum at international level
Played in the 2003 Junior World Championship held in England & the 2004 edition in Scotland 
Age Was 34 in January (born in Buenos Aires, Arg; DOB 12/01/83)

Seremaia BAI (02/01/16) ex Leicester, retired May 2016
Biog 1
PLAYED IN EVERY GAME THIS SEASON 
Biog 2
37 ON MONDAY, TIGERS’ OLDEST PREM CENTRE
Biog 3
SLOTTED BOTH CHAMPIONS CUP KICKS THIS SEASON
Commentary Notes
Oldest man to start at centre in the PREM for Leicester & only Mike Umaga, Mike Catt (both 38) & Frank Bunce (37) have been older players in that position in PREM history & scrum-half Peter Stringer (38) is the only other older starting BACK
This Season
This is his 6th start, matching his number of repl apps
Last Season
Debut in Rd 1 v Newcastle, alongside Tuilagi, went off injured and was not seen on the pitch until Xmas v Sale (A) – try; YC & try v Sale (H) in Feb; sent off v Wasps in May
2013/14 (for Castres)
Match-winning score in Top 14 semi-final v Montpellier, runner-up in the final 
Club Career
19 previous PREM games (2 tries) – all for Leicester
38 previous EPCR games (2 tries, 43 pts) – 5 pts in 6 for Leicester, 9 pts in 13 for Castres, 2 tries (29 pts) in 19 for Clermont
Joined Leicester Tigers in 2014
Won Top 14 title in 2013 with Castres
Played in the 2007, 2008 and 2009 Top 14 finals for Clermont, all of which they lost, but left the summer before they finally won the trophy
He moved to France in 2006 to play for Clermont
International Career
58 caps (50 Fiji, 8 Pacific Islanders) - 5 tries (5 Fiji, 0 Pacific Islanders)
Fiji debut In 2000, last cap 2013
He missed out on selection for the 2003 & 2015 World Cups but played in the 2007 and 2011 tournaments and was part of the side that pulled off a shock win v Wales in 2007
He has also played eight times for the Pacific Islanders representative side
Younger brother, Setareki Koroilagilagi, has also played for Fiji and the pair played together for their country in summer 2013
Age WILL BE 37 ON MONDAY (born in Nausori, Fiji; DOB 04/01/79)

Adam BALDING (05/05/12) ex Newcastle, joined L Welsh 2012, retired 2013
Biog 1
WAS RELEGATED WITH LEEDS IN 2008
Biog 2
RE-JOINED FALCONS FROM WORCESTER IN FEBRUARY
Commentary Notes
Second spell at Kingston Park, previously also with Leicester (joined the Academy), Gloucester (club captain) and Leeds – this deal lasts until the end of the season…
Was part of four PREM-winning squads with Leicester (1999-2002) and also won two Heineken Cups – alongside Austin and Ben
Joined Worcester last season from Newcastle after making 25 PREM appearances across two campaigns (2008/09 & 2009/10); helped Worcester win promotion back to the big time last season
This is his 149th PREM appearance (could it be his last??); Ex-England Saxons & Sevens
Was 33 in December, born in Coventry

Scott BALDWIN (20/01/23) ex ospreys, retired Jul 2023 toi become Newcastle defence coach
Biog 1
FORMER HARLEQUINS & WORCESTER HOOKER
Biog 2
34 WALES CAPS, LAST v SAMOA IN 2017
Biog 3
PREM WINNER WITH HARLEQUINS IN 2021
Commentary Notes
Re-joined Ospreys from Worcester last February after leaving on compassionate grounds
Famously missed games in 2017/18 because of lion bite 
Revealed in 2017/18 his upturn in form was partly due to visiting sports psychologist - says he used to have OCD on game days with routines he had to stick to but has started to ditch them – says lion bite was a blessing in disguise!
This Season
TRY v STORMERS & DRAGONS IN OCTOBER
2020/21
Successful with all 20 LO throws in Cmps Cup; started 22 of 27 games (all comps, repl v New, Glo & Sal, missed Uls & Lir), 1st PREM Semi-final, 1st PREM final (WON)
2018/19
Try in PREM Cup v Glo Oct, neck inj v Cle (A) Nov – out 3 mths; 19 tackles v Bri (A) Mar
2017/18
Infamous incident with Lion in South Africa…
2016/17
Try v New (H) in Oct & 2T v Gre (H) in Dec
2015/16
Played in every Champions Cup game
2014/15
Started all 5 Cmps Cup games, try v Treviso in PRO12 in Sep, Yellow card v Dragons in Jan
2013/14
21 PRO 12 apps (17 starts) 2 tries
Club Career
32 previous Champions Cup games (22 sts, 0 tries, 1YC) – 29 Osp (21 sts, 1YC), 3 Har
11 previous Challenge Cup games (9 sts, 3 tries) – all Osp
129 previous PRO12/14 games (86 sts, 8 tries, 2YC) – all Osp
48 previous PREM games (29 starts, 4 tries) – 11 Wor, 37 Har 
Signed for Harlequins in 2019
Joined Ospreys in 2009, also playing for Swansea in his first few seasons with the region, developed by former Wales hooker & Ospreys forwards coach Jonathan Humphreys
International Career
34 Wales caps (17 starts, 1 try) – debut v Jpn (Tokyo) Jun 2013, last cap v Sam (A) Jun 2017
Started every 2015 World Cup match, first Test try v Fiji
Started each of the final 3 Six Nations games 2018/19
Made 1st 6N start v France in 2015, 6N debut off bench v Scotland in Rd 2 in 2015
Didn’t figure in 2013/14 but was picked for 2014 South Africa tour after impressing in the Wales Trial
Miscellaneous
Took up rugby in his teens after previously wanting to be a professional skateboarder
Age Will be 35 in July (born in Bridgend, Wal; DOB 12/07/88)

Iain BALSHAW (DTUDIO GUEST 22/12/13)
52 Tries in 145 PREM games for Bath, Leeds & Gloucester 
12 seasons in the PREM before joining Biarritz in 2009
35 caps for England & 3 for the Lions
Co-holder of Bath’s PREM try record (36) with Matt Banahan (unless Banahan scores on Saturday….)
Played in 2010 Heineken Cup final for Biarritz & 2007 PREM final for Gloucester – both defeats
Member of England’s World Cup-winning squad in 2003 – came on as a replacement in the final
Won all his Lions caps on the 2001 tour of Australia
Will be 35 in April

Matt BANAHAN (22/09/20) ex Gloucester, retired Jun 2021
Biog 1
Late try helped earn draw here last season
Biog 2
5 of his 7 starts at full-back (all comps)
Biog 3
11 PREM seasons with Bath
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Twelvetrees converted in 31-31 draw 
Biog 2 – TONIGHT JUST 8th CAREER START AT FULL BACK; 5 this season; 2 last season & 1 for Bath v New in 2017/18!; 6th on all-time PREM try list (5 behind 5th-placed Steve Hanley), Rec 47 at Rec
Last Season
Glo debut in R1 v Nor (H), 1st Glo Try in R2 v Bth (A), v Bri (H) R3 v Leic R7; try v Sal (H) Dec
2017/18 (for Bath)
YC v Leic (A) in Rd 1 , try & hamstring inj in 1st career start at FB v New (H) in Sep – out for 3 wks (hamstring); out for 2 weeks over New Year (foot); agreed to join Glo; try & 3 offloads v Har (A) in Mar =1st in R17; Try in 7 (including a hat-trick v Lir in final Bth game) of his last 12 games (all comps)
2016/17 (for Bath)
Try v New (H) & Wor (H) consec games Sep; try & MoM v Glos (A), 50th PREM try v Sal (H) & try v Bri (H) in Chall Cup Oct; out 4 mths (knee), try v Wor (A) in Apr, try v Sal (A) in May
2015/16 (for Bath)
YC v Exe (H, cen) in Oct, 200th Bth app in Nov; cen v Leic (A) in Nov;  25th Euro try v Was (A) in Dec
2014/15 (for Bath)
Try in AW v Lwe (H) Nov; try v Har Nov, 3T v Mon Dec; out for mth Feb; try v New (A) & Lir (H) Apr; 1st man to score 3 tries in a PREM PO (his 4th): 1st PREM final
2013/14 (for Bath)
4 tries v Mogliano Dec; broke club record for career PREM tries; YC v Har May 2014 for offside
Club Career
212 prev PREM games (190 sts: 135 wg, 50 cen, 5 FB – 70T, 6YC, 2RC) – 8T in 30 Glo, Rec 62 in 182 (rec 171 sts) Bth 
44 prev Champs Cup games (39sts, 18T, 90p – 1 con!, 1YC) – 1T in 8 Glo, 85p (17T, 35sts) in 36 Bth
18 previous Challenge Cup games (11T, 57p) – all Bth
Was 16th Bath player, but just the 5th back, to reach 100 PREM games for club
Played in 2008, 2009 & 2010 PREM POs (all defeats); Bath debut in 2007; Started as a lock with L Irish
Disciplinary Issues
RC Leic (A) Dec 2012 - high tackle, 3 wk ban, RC Nor (A) Dec 2009 - “reckless rucking”
International Career
16 England caps (4 tries) – debut v Arg (O T’ford) Jun 2009; last cap v Fra (A’land) 2011 RWC QF 
Miscellaneous
Dad was born in Ireland, family moved to Jersey
Age Will be 34 in December (born in Jersey, DOB 30/12/86)

Robert BARBIERI (04/01/15) ex Leicester, joined Benetton 2015, retired 2019
Biog
1st PREM TRY IN WIN v L WELSH IN NOVEMBER
Commentary Notes
This Season
Made PREM debut as sub v Newcastle in Rd 1, first start v Exeter (A) in Rd 2; started v Toulon (A) in Dec
Last Season
Tries v Ulster & Scarlets in the PRO 12 
Club Career
9 previous PREM games (1 try) – all for Leicester
Joined Leicester Tigers this season
Played 49 times in the PRO 12 & 40 Heineken Cup games for Treviso
Joined Treviso from Overmach Parma
Began playing for the Yeoman club in Canada
International Career
38 Italy caps (3 tries) – debut v Japan in 2006 (same match as Ghiraldini made his bow)
Played in 2011 World Cup, missed 2007 RWC due to injury
Miscellaneous
Brother Michael is a Canada international
Age Will be 31 in June (born in Toronto) 





John BARCLAY (30/06/20) 
Notes
Retired Jun 2020
Club Career
60 Champions Cup games (7 tries) – 0 in 1 Edi, 2 in 23 for Sca, 5 in 36 for Gla
11 Challenge Cup games (0 tries) – 7 Edi, 4 for Gla
186 previous PRO12/14 games (17 tries, 12YC) – 7 in 77 for Sca, 10 in 109 for Gla
Made Scarlets debut v Dragons in Sep 2013
Joined Scarlets on a 3-year deal in summer 2013
Made his 150th appearance for Glasgow v Ospreys in Apr 2013
Was named in the 2009/10 Pro12 Dream Team
Made EPCR debut v Bourgoin in Oct 2005
Made his Pro12 debut for Glasgow v Borders in a 36-22 win in Nov 2004
International Career
76 Scotland caps (68 starts, 7 tries) – debut v Nzl (H) Sep 2007, last cap v Rus (Shizuoka) Oct 2019
7 turnovers Won in 2018 6N, a tally only Mathieu Bastareaud could match, capt in win v Eng (H)
Led Sco in 2018 6 Nations
Missed the cut for RWC 2015 squad
Made international debut in 40-0 defeat to NZ at 2007 World Cup on the day before his 21st birthday
Age Will be 32 in September (born in Hong Kong, DOB 24/09/86)

Julien BARDY (11/01/20) ex Montpellier, retired Jun 2020
Biog 1
LAST ROUND WAS 1st EPCR START FOR 2 YEARS
Biog 2
24 CAPS FOR PORTUGAL
Biog 3
14 YELLOW CARDS IN TOP 14 CAREER
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – previous was v Exeter in Jan 2018
Biog 3 – plus 2 in Europe 
36 apps without a try so far for Montpellier…last try for Clermont v Exeter in Oct 2016
SIGNED FROM CLERMONT IN 2017
Last Season
Just 8 Top 14 apps (6 starts, 0 tries)
2017/18
21 Top 14 apps (14 starts, 0 tries)
2016/17
Try v Exe (A) in Oct
2015/16
YC v Bordeaux (H) in Jan in only Champs Cup game
2014/15
Tries v Grenoble and Toulouse, banned for 5 weeks for striking Billy Vunipola with his knee in Round 1 and made his EPCR return v Saracens in Round 6, 1st Champs Cup final
Club Career
334 previous EPCR games (2 tries, 2YC) – 0T in 5 for Mon, 2T (2YC) in 29 for Cle
Joined Montpellier in 2017
Made EPCR debut in Oct 2009
Local product of Clermont youth set-up
International Career
24 Portugal caps (5 tries) – debut v Can (Lisbon) in Nov 2008 - picked on the bench, last cap v Ger (Lisbon) Feb 2015
Qualifies for Portugal by parentage
Age Will be 34 in April (born in Clermont, DOB 03/04/86)




Pat BARNARD (01/05/14) ex Castres, retired 2015
BIOG 1
SIGNED A NEW TWO-YEAR CONTRACT ON THURSDAY
BIOG 2
WON THE PREM WITH WASPS IN 2008
BIOG 3
WAS NAMED IN ENGLAND’S ELITE PLAYER SQUAD IN 2006
Commentary Notes
DOB 03/07/81
Born in Port Elizabeth in South Africa
Prop
His mum is from Reading, so he qualifies for England
Won the U21 World Championship with South Africa in 2002
Played for Western Province and the Stormers in the Currie Cup and Super Rugby
Moved to Northampton in 2005
Scored one try in 20 PREM matches for the Saints in two seasons
Signed for Wasps in 2007 and scored three tries in 24 PREM games over two seasons for them
Won the PREM with Wasps in 2008 and was on the bench in the final
Joined Brive in 2009 and has made 100 appearances for the club
WON THE IRB U21 PLAYER OF THE YEAR AWARD IN 2002
YELLOW-CARDED 3 MINS AFTER COMING OFF BENCH IN 33-24 LOSS TO MONTPELLIER IN RD 3

David BARNES (05/03/11) – ex Bath
Biog
215th PREM GAME, RECORD 183rd FOR BATH
Commentary Notes
Other matches were for Quins. If he comes on he will draw level again with Duncan Bell as the PREM’s most experienced prop

Kevin BARRETT (29/07/17 PREM 7s Quals for Saracens)
Biog
CAPTAINED ENGLAND 7s IN 2009/10 WORLD SERIES
Biog
WON INAUGURAL PREM 7s WITH SARACENS IN 2010
Commentary Notes
SARACENS STRENGTH AND CONDITIONING COACH
Has continued to play for Ampthill RFC in National 1 after retiring 
Made England sevens debut in 2002 and captained England in 2009/10 HSBC World Sevens Series
Retired in 2013 and joined Saracens as strength and conditioning coach
Club Career
Scrum half
52 PREM appearances in all (0 tries) – just 5 starts – 20 for L Irish, 5 for Sarries & 27 for Exeter
Exeter 2011-13
Saracens 2009-11
Exeter 2004-09
London Irish 1999-2004
Age Was 36 this month (DOB 06/07/80, from Cuckfield)

Brad BARRITT (26/09/20 – final game of career, v Racing)
Biog 1
PLAYING IN HIS 7th CHAMPIONS CUP SEMI-FINAL
Biog 2
MAN OF THE MATCH v LEINSTER IN LAST YEAR’S FINAL
Biog 3
WON 3 CHAMPIONS CUP FINALS AS SARACENS CAPTAIN
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 - Only Munstermen Donncha O’Callaghan, Ronan O’Gara, John Hayes, Marcus Horan, Peter Stringer and Paul O’Connell have played in more than that
LEAVING SARACENS AT END OF THIS SEASON
Had op on cheek (plate) days before Champs Cup QF v Lein in 2018
PREM captaincy record (P80 W61 L18 D1 77%), only Geordan Murphy (79%) can beat that for those who have led in 20+ games; only Steve Borthwick (97) has led Sarries more in PREM; Joined Leo Cullen as captain in 3 Champions Cup Final wins (those on 2 are Johnson, Pelous, Dallaglio & Wilkinson!!)
Barritt, Goode & Wigglesworth played in 7th PREM Final in 2019, matching record held by Leicester’s Geordan Murphy, Alesana Tuilagi & George Chuter; 2nd man to lead 3 PREM Final winning teams (Dallaglio did it 4 times)
Last Season
Facial op after inj v Bth (H) Sep; try v Lyo (H) Oct; 6th Cmps Cup SF; MoM in Cmps Cup Final; 8th PREM PO (3rd as capt); 7th PREM Final, 3rd as captain
2017/18
Try v Nor (Tw) Rd 1, 200th 1st team app v Was (H) & try v Nor (A) in CC Oct; try v Har (A) & missed Cle & Leic (A) Conc Dec; Defeat v Cle (H) in Dec 1st Chmps Cup loss as capt since 2015 SF v Cle; op on cheek (plate) days before Cmps Cup QF v Lein; new contract; 7th PREM PO (2nd capt); 6th PREM final
2016/17
Try v Bth, Glo & Gla – most in a season for 5 yrs! Before ban for tackle v Exe (H) Jan, only PREM/ Eur missed Sca (H) Oct & New (H) Dec, try in 2 str games v Bth (H) & Gla (H) in Mar/Apr; 5th EC SF
2015/16
150 Sar apps, 100th PREM start (Sorrell only other Sar centre to do so); 16 PREM GAMES, MOST SINCE 2011/12; try v Wasps (H) in Feb; 6th PREM semi; 5th PREM Final (W3 L2)
2014/15
100th PREM game, led Sar v Lir & Sal in Sep; Started all 4 Nov Tests (inj calf v Aus – out for 7 wks): out with knee inj for 5 wks Mar-Apr; 4th PREM Final
2013/14
Back in Dec from foot inj (out 3 mths), MoM v Bth in Feb; Try PREM PO 1st in 20 mths; 3rd PREM Final
Club Career
191 previous PREM games (180 starts, 98 pts, 19 tries) - all Sar
63 previous Champions Cup games (5 tries) - all Sar; 3 previous Challenge Cup games (1 try) - all Sar
1st Saracens try for 10 months, & only one in 2012/13, v Lir at Tw Sep 2012
Try v Leic in Sep 2011 followed another score v Wor the week before; also scored v Glo at end of Oct 2011 then nothing until Lir game in Sep 2012; On six-man shortlist for PREM Player of 2011/12
Won PREM title with Saracens in 2010/11
Kicked only PREM drop goal v Nor in Feb 2011; Tries in both Eur Cup matches v Racing in Dec 2010 
International Career
26 England caps (2 tries) – debut v Sco (A) Feb 2012, last cap v Aus (H) Oct 2015; 3 RWC 2015 apps
Scored his first try in win v NZ in 2012, 2nd v SA in Nov 2014
Debut in the Calcutta Cup in Feb 2012, he only missed one England Test in 2012 (2nd Test v SA due to eye injury picked up in the 1st Test in his home city) 
Miscellaneous
Grandad played for Eng Univ, grandparents born in England; schoolboy hooker (played in same side as Alistair Hargreaves – who was the FB!); degree in Business management 
Age Was 34 in August (born in Durban, Rsa; DOB 07/08/86)

Mathieu BASTAREAUD (19/05/23) – Chall Cup final win, ex Toulon, retired Jun 2023
Biog 1
3-TIME CHAMPIONS CUP WINNER WITH TOULON 
Biog 2
CONVERTED FROM CENTRE TO BACK ROW
Biog 3
54 CAPS FOR FRANCE, MADE TEST DEBUT IN 2009
Commentary Notes
Slotted a drop goal in 2011 Chall Cup Final for Stade Francais v Harlequins!
Biog 1 - Man of the Match in 2013 Final v Clermont, try scorer in 2015 Final
Had a stint in the MLR with New York – converted to No. 8 there
Been named MOM 7 times in Champions Cup – all with Toulon
Club Career
272 previous Top 14 games (215 starts, 40 tries)
63 previous Champions Cup games (49 starts, 9 tries)
13 previous Challenge Cup games (12 starts, 0 tries), 1 DG in 2011 Chall Cup Final!
Ex-Massy, Stade Francais & Toulon
International Career
54 France caps (38 starts, 5 tries)
2015 World Cup Quarter-Finalist – as repl v NZ – 62-13 L
Miscellaneous
William Gallas’ cousin
Age Will be 35 in September (DOB 17/09/88)

Antoine BATTUT (20/01/17) ex-Montpellier, released Jun 2017
Biog 1
STARTED DEFEAT AT FRANKLIN’S GARDENS IN OCTOBER
Biog 2
FORMER RACING & TOULOUSE FLANKER
Biog 3
HASN’T SCORED IN EUROPE FOR 5 YEARS
Commentary Notes 
Hasn’t scored a try for almost 3 years since April 2014 for Racing v Biarritz
Over 200 games of Top 14 & EPCR experience combined
This Season
11 Top 14 apps (5 starts) & 3 in Champs Cup (1 start)
Club Career
34 previous EPCR appearances (2 tries) 
178 previous Top 14 appearances (5 tries)
Won Challenge Cup with Montpellier in 2016
Joined Montpellier in 2014
Last try in Europe was v Edinburgh in Jan 2012
Was in Racing line-up when they lost to Harlequins in pool stages of the 2013/14 Heineken Cup
Red carded after just 6 mins when playing for Racing v Munster in Heineken Cup Jan 2013 & offence saw banned for 2 weeks for knee to the head
Had 2-year spells at Toulouse (2004-06), Auch (2006-08) and Montauban (2008-10) before heading to Paris to join Racing where he spent 4 seasons (2010-14)
Began his career at Toulouse in 2004
Age Was 33 on NYD (01/01/1984)

Ross BATTY (18/01/20) – ex Bath, RC in that game, banned until early Mar, retired Jun 2021 (called a “whore” in a headline in the US!!)
Biog 1
MADE 1st PREM/EPCR APPEARANCE OF SEASON LAST WEEK
Biog 2
10th SEASON WITH BATH
Biog 3
AGREED A NEW CONTRACT IN APRIL
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Not started a PREM game since March 2018
Underwent a second neck operation in summer 2018
Last Season
9th season with Bth; 2T v Har (H, PRC) Oct; try v Exe (A, PRC) Nov; RC v Wor (A) Jan (neck roll) – 3 wk ban; 1st career YC Mar v Sar (H)
2017/18
Neck surgery – ruled out until Feb
2016/17
2 tries & MoM v Blu (H) in Dec; try v Was (A) on Xmas Eve; new contract in Jan
2015/16
Missed L Irish (A) in Nov & Nton (H) in Dec; 100th game for Bath in PREM & Europe in Dec
2014/15
Missed the first 4 weeks due to injury; try v Tls (H) in Oct, MoM & try v Har (H) in Nov; agreed a new contract in Dec; try v Leic in Jan; 100th first team game for Bth in Feb (v Nor); made 11 PREM starts – his most in any season – started in 1st PREM final
2013/14
Started or was a sub in every game from mid-Jan to mid-May
Club Career
115 previous PREM games (45 starts, 5 tries, 1RC) – 6 in 111 (1RC) Bth, 0 in 4 (0 sts) New 
22 previous Champions Cup games (1 try) – all Bth
14 previous Challenge Cup games (4 tries) – 4 in 13 Bth, 0 in 1 New 
Suffered a horrific gash to his knee during the EPCR game v Montpellier in Nov 2011 that required him to spend three days in hospital – ruled out for a month
Signed for Bath in 2010
Moved to Rotherham in 2009
Began career at Newcastle
Age Was 33 in September (born in North Tyneside; DOB 20/09/86)

Richard BAXTER (Guest at Sandy Park – Exe v Glos – 03/01/14)
Club record 431 appearances for Exeter Chiefs
Retired in 2013 after 16 seasons with Exeter
Ended career v Gloucester here in May 2013
Brother of Exeter Chiefs head coach Rob Baxter
Club Career
Club record  431 First Team games (inc. 314 in what is now the Championship, 59 in the PREM, 5 in the Heineken Cup and 6 in the EPCR Challenge Cup)
59 PREM games (8 tries) – all for Exeter
114 tries in league rugby - Not a bad try scoring history for a forward! Not surprisingly, that is Exeter’s club record for league tries
Exeter debut: Fylde (away) in October 1997 (in what is now known as the Championship) – one of his team-mates in his final match in May 2013, Jack Nowell,  was only four-years-old
Won five of his nine PREM games as skipper
Six PREM tries in 2011/12 (shared top billing with Matt Jess)
Scored nine tries in the Championship in the 2009/10 promotion campaign & one season scored in six matches on the trot at that level
International Career
Ex-England U21 (so long ago that the U21s no longer exist – you have to be U20 nowadays)
Age 36 (DOB 23/06/78, born in Exeter)

Andy BEATTIE (31/12/11) – Ex Bath
Biog 1
3rd ON BATH’S ALL-TIME PREM APPEARANCE LIST
Biog 2
LED BATH IN THE LV= CUP THIS SEASON
Commentary Notes
This is his 162nd PREM game – a record for a Bath back row - Those ahead of him are record holder David Barnes (183) and Steve Borthwick (163)
Just his 2nd PREM start this season (Xmas Eve at Saints was his first)
Missed the second half of last season due to injury
In his 11th season at The Rec, having joined from Exeter
Last PREM try: v Newcastle (Mar 2009)
Signed a new one-year deal in December 2010….No news yet released of any extension (kept that quiet!)
Member of all-conquering 1997 England U18 squad in Australia - alongside the likes of Wilkinson, Balshaw, Sheridan, Tindall, Flatman, Mears, Alex Sanderson and Borthwick
Was 33 in September

JOHNNIE BEATTIE (24/01/15) ex Castres, joined 2016
Biog 1
MAKING HIS 40th CHAMPIONS CUP APPEARANCE
Biog 2
3 TRIES IN 34 CAPS FOR SCOTLAND
Biog 3
SENT OFF v MONTPELLIER IN SEPTEMBER
Commentary Notes
This Season
Sent off v old club Montpellier in 43-10 away defeat in Sep
Last Season
Missed a large part of it with a pectoral injury
8 Top 14 apps and 4 apps in Heineken Cup for Montpellier
Club Career
32 EPCR games (5 tries) 
Joined Castres in summer of 2014
Signed for Montpellier in 2012
Played for Glasgow Warriors between 2004 and 2012 – made over 100 appearances for the club and scored 11 tries
International Career
34 caps for Scotland – 3 tries
Made debut v Romania at Murrayfield in 2006 and scored a try
Miscellaneous
Played cricket for Scotland at youth level
Had a spell playing for Rangers FC’s youth team
His sister, Jenny, plays football for Scotland
Son of another Scotland number eight, also John Beattie
They became the 14th father and son duo to have played for Scotland
Age Was 29 in Nov (DOB 21/11/85)

Josh BEAUMONT (25/04/25) ex-Sale, retired Jun 2025
Biog 1
1ST APPEARANCE FOR 3 MONTHS
Biog 2
144TH PREM APPEARANCE
Biog 3
13TH SEASON WITH SALE 
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – since v Stormers in Jan; just 1 start Last Season 
PREM CAPTAINCY RECORD: PL 22, W 9, L 12, D 1
MISSED WHOLE OF 2021/22, KNEE INJURY – Had 3 career knee ops…but only missed 2 PREM games in 2022/23 & just 3 last term
2023/24
in match-day squad for 15 of Sale’s 19 PREM games, played in all 4 Cmps Cup games
2022/23
1st PREM Final 
2020/21
Try v Glo (A) Jan in 1st app for 14 mths Bri (A) Feb was 1st start at lock for 15 mths, try in 100th PREM app & 20th as PREM cap (1st since May 2017) v Was (A) Mar, try v Sca (A) Apr, Capt in win v Leic May
2019/20
4 PREM Cup apps; 4 PREM apps; Try v L Irish in Oct; knee inj v Was (H) Nov – out for season
2018/19
Try v Con (H) Oct try v Per (H) Jan; try v New (H) Feb; try v Leic (H) Mar; try v Wor (A) Apr; New contract in Dec; 10 LO won v Wor (A) – most in R19 
2017/18
Out 3 mths (Oct-Jan) bicep; try v Lyo (H) & Tls (A) in Jan
2016/17
new deal; club capt; 19 PREM sts (FL R1); try v Sar (H) Nov; 1st start at lock for 14 mths v Exe (H) & 1st career YC v Exe (H) Dec; out 6 wks (Jan-Feb); 95 LO takes on own throw – only Horwill (99) more
2015/16
Try v Wor, Exe & Leic (capt); dislocated shoulder v Wor Feb- out for season
2014/15
PREM repl v Sar (A) & Wasps (H); started 9 out of 11 PREM games from mid Oct to end of Feb
1st PREM try v Glo in Mar; Only 2 PREM games in as many seasons for Sal before 2014/15
2013/14
Injured v Wasps in Sep – knee injury after just 19 mins - out for season
Club Career
143 previous PREM games (96 sts, 13 tries, 1YC) – all Sal
20 previous Champions Cup games (13 sts, 1 try) – all Sal
15 previous Challenge Cup games (9 sts, 5 tries) – all Sal 
Sale debut in Jan 2013
Joined Sale in the summer of 2012 on a dual-registration deal with Fylde 
Ex-Newcastle Falcons academy
International Career
Uncapped (Trained with England throughout 2016 Autumn, non-playing reserve v RSA)
Eng 6N training squad Jan 2016 (1st Jones squad), non-playing reserve v Ita (A) Feb 2016
Ex-England Students captain
Miscellaneous
Son of former England & Lions skipper Bill Beaumont
Age Was 33 in March (born in Blackpool; DOB 24/03/92)


Chris BELL (21/12/14) retired 2015
Biog 1
MAN OF THE MATCH v SAINTS IN SEPTEMBER
Biog 2
CAPTAIN IN LV= CUP WIN v L IRISH LAST MONTH
Commentary Notes
This Season
Played his 50th EPCR game in defeat at Leinster in Oct
Last Season
Agreed a new contract; Named club captain for the first time; 2 tries v Sarries in Oct; guided Wasps back to the top table in Europe
Club Career
183rd PREM game (152 pts, 30 tries) - 4  in 52 previous for Wasps – kicked a conv in 2012/13; 3 tries in 28 for Quins, 8 in 31 for Leeds, 15 in 71 for Sale, 
Was ruled out with an achilles injury for 10 months picked up in Nov 2011, made his comeback v Bath in Sep 2012 but forced off and missed the L Welsh game in Oct 2012
Joined Wasps in 2011
Spent five years at Sale; Played at centre & on the wing in his final season with the Sharks
eight tries in 31 PREM games for Leeds & began at Harlequins (PREM debut in 2001 at Bristol in Sep 2001 as an 18yo – came on as a sub, playing at centre outside Leicester backs coach Paul Burke opposing Jason Little in a team that also included Leonard, Wood, Luger, Sanderson & Diprose!)
Miscellaneous
Older brother of Wasps team-mate Tommy Bell (who joined Wasps from Sale a year after Chris)
Age Will be 32 next month (DOB 07/01/83)

Duncan BELL (31/03/12) ex Bath
Biog 1
150th PREM APPEARANCE FOR BATH
Biog 2
MORE PREM GAMES THAN ANY OTHER PROP
Commentary Notes
Only the 7th Bath player to reach 150..Will he be offered a new deal? Has said will retire if they don’t
Would extend his record for a PREM prop (includes his games for Sale) to 228 - only George Chuter, Hugh Vyvyan and Simon Shaw have played more; this is just his 3rd PREM game since October 
Hit 200 appearances in all competitive games for Bath last September
Only missed 1 Heineken (unused sub) ,1 LV= Cup and 1 PREM match last season – only Ben Skiving appeared in as many games for Bath last term
He received a very late call from the bench before kick-off at Leicester in October 2010 after David Wilson was injured in the warm-up
5 England caps
Was cleared of alleged gouging in the February 2011 game v Sale; Will be 38 in October

Miles BENJAMIN (22/02/15) – retired March 2015 due to knee injury
Biog 1
TRY FOR TIGERS IN LV= CUP WIN HERE IN NOVEMBER
Biog 2
ONLY PREM TRY HERE WAS FOR WORCESTER IN 2011
Commentary Notes
This Season
LV= Cup tries v L Irish (A) & 2 v Sale (H) in Nov; also try v Sale (A) in Dec in PREM & v Scarlets (H) in Champs Cup in Jan
Last Season
Made long-awaited Tigers debut v Ulster at Ravenhill in Oct in the Heineken Cup; 5 tries in 9 games
Club Career
83 previous PREM games (22 tries) - 2 in 13 for Leicester, 20 in 70 for Worcester
Suffered a broken neck in his first game in a Tigers shirt - `A` league game  v Saints at start of 2012/13. Underwent an operation in Jan 2013 which fused two of his neck vertebrae using bone from his hip  - Was ruled out for over a year, returned for the `A` team v Gloucester at the end of Sep 2013 – scored a try after just 5 minutes
Joined Leicester in summer of 2012
5 PREM tries for Worcester in 11/12 and 20 in career (Worcs club record); 9 in 07/08 (debut season)
20 tries in 70 PREM games for Worcester
26 tries in the Championship in 2010/11
International Career
England Saxons - Scored Churchill Cup hat-trick v USA & try in final v Canada (at Sixways) last year
Miscellaneous
Doing a distance learning course in Sociology; His Dad is a GP
Age Will be 27 in May. Born in Solihull, Birmingham (Martin Johnson’s birthplace)


Chris BENTLEY (31/12/11) ex Exeter, retired 2012
Biog
JUST HIS 5th PREM APPEARANCE
Commentary Notes
Started at London Irish on Tuesday
Injured disrupted time last season, so only made one start and two sub appearances in the PREM
Will be 33 in May (born in Sunderland)

Mauro BERGAMASCO (Back Row, Zebre) (12/09/15)
Age: 36	DoB: 01/05/79, Padova (Ita)
Ht: 1.85m (6ft 1ins)  Wt: 98kg (15st 6lbs)
International Career
104 Ita Caps (75 pts, 15 tries) - debut v Netherlands, Huddersfield, Nov 1998
- Made 100th app in Italy back row v Sco (A) in Aug
- 3 caps on wing & 1 at scrum half (v Eng in 2009) as well
- Set to equal Brian Lima’s record of playing in 5 World Cups
- Has had a longer career than any other Italy player, spanning almost 17 years!
- Only 1 forward has scored more tries for Italy than him – Carlo Checchinato (21)
- 4th most capped player in Italy’s history
- Will retire after the World Cup
World Cup Record
11 appearances (9 starts) 1999-2011, 1 in 1999, 3 in 2003, 4 in 2007 & 3 in 2011 – try v Por in 2007
Club Career
- 65 previous EPCR games (4 tries)
- 46 previous PRO12 games (1 try)
- Had a year with Aironi in 2011/12 before joining Zebre when the new outfit was created
- Spent 8 seasons with Stade, making over 100 Top 14 appearances and winning 2 French titles
- Joined Stade Francais in 2003 along with his brother – he reportedly negotiated the contract for Mirco without telling him
- Played for Petrarca until 2000 before spending three years with Treviso up to 2003
Miscellaneous
- Brother Mirco & Dad Arturo also Italy internationals

Nic BERRY (01/09/12) ex Wasps, retired 2012
Biog 1
SCORED A TRY IN THE WIN v GLOUCESTER IN APRIL
Biog 2
JOINED WASPS FROM RACING METRO IN 2010
Commentary Notes
Australian scrum-half
Pleaded guilty to a dangerous tackle in an A League game v London Irish and was banned for three weeks in December 2011
Made debut in the 2010 London Double Header 
Also scored PREM tries v Leicester  (September and January this season)
Became the first man to receive a PSCA (Pitch Side Concussion Assessment) during the 2012 LDH match v Quins – he failed the test and had to go stay out of the match
Went to school in Ipswich…the Australian version (in his native Queensland) where they suffered severe flooding earlier last year
Will be 29 in March



Serge BETSEN (18/10/14)
Former Wasps & Biarritz flanker
74 EPCR club games for Wasps and Biarritz 
Played in 2006 Heineken Cup final for Biarritz
Coaching Career
London Scottish assistant coach 
Club Playing Career
Retired at end of 2010/11 season, after playing 53 PREM & 19 EPCR games in 3 seasons for Wasps
Joined Wasps in 2008
12 seasons with Biarritz – won three Top 14 titles & played in 2006 Heineken Cup Final defeat v Munster in Cardiff
International Playing Career
63 France caps (4 of which won at Twickenham) His last Test was the 2007 World Cup semi-final v England in Paris
Played in two World Cups & won three Six Nations titles (Grand Slams in 2002 & 2004)
Only Olivier Magne and Abdelatif Benazzi have played in the France back row more times than Betsen
Age Will be 41 in March (born in Cameroon, moved to France as a child)

Ben BETTS (24/02/17) – didn’t come off bench, ex Leicester, joined Ealing 2018, retired Jul 2020
Biog 1
PREM debut
Biog 2
Signed from Munster Last Season
Biog 3
Former Ireland U20 international
Commentary Notes
Biog 3 - Played against new clubmate Will Evans in the Junior World Champs final at the AJ Bell n June
Last Season
Made Tigers debut in AW Cup v Nor (H) last month as a repl, also came off the bench v Sar (A) in the AW the following week (Feb)
2016/17 (for Munster)
1 app in B&I Cup
Club Career
0 previous PREM games
0 previous EPCR games 
Joined Leicester in 2016
Came through Munster academy – spent 8 years playing with young Munster but didn’t make first XV
International Career
Ireland U20 international – JWC in 2016 – lost in final to England
Age Was 20 in August (born in Limerick, Ire; DOB 28/08/96)





Sam BETTY (03/01/16) ex Worcester, retired May 2017
Biog 1
STARTED v BATH LAST SUNDAY
Biog 2
5th SEASON WITH WORCESTER
Biog 3
YELLOW CARD v ZEBRE IN NOVEMBER
Commentary Notes
This Season
Started in both EPCR games in last 2 weeks, yellow card v Zebre in Nov
4 yellows in the PREM, 3 in the LV, 3 in Championship & 1 in Chall Cup
Club Career
57 previous PREM games (1 try) – all for Worcester
18 previous EPCR games (1 try) – all for Worcester
His first try came in the LV= Cup defeat at Saracens in Jan 2012 
Man of the match in win v Bath in 2011/12
Came on as a sub v Saracens in Sep 2011 to make debut, first start was v Newcastle in Dec 2011
Joined Worcester in 2011 after playing against them in the Championship final in his last game
Made his 100th appearance for the Pirates v Nottingham in Feb 2010
Ex-Cornish Pirates
Age Was 29 in November (born in Bristol, DOB 19/11/86)

Tom BIGGS (03/01/16) ex Worcester, retired Oct 2017
Biog 1
4 CLUBS IN 9 PREM SEASONS 
Biog 2
1st PREM GAME SINCE OCTOBER
Commentary Notes
Club Career
130 previous PREM games (32 tries)
Was due to switch codes and sign for hometown club Hull FC at end of 2013/14 season but the deal was called off and he signed for Worcester instead
Scored 2 tries v Worcester for Bath in March 2012
Ever present in the PREM for Bath from Christmas 2011 to March 2013
Tries last season v Wasps, Leicester, Calvisano & Worcester
Bath’s top try scorer in 2011/12  - Eight in all competitions; had a purple patch between the end of January 2012 and the beginning of March 2012 – seven tries in seven games (all comps) including two v Worcester and a hat-trick v Exeter in the LV
Hat-trick v Wasps in the 2011 St George’s Day match 
Went almost a year (14 games) without a PREM try until scoring at Gloucester in March 2011, which is his longest drought so far
Was also on loan at Harrogate in 2004/05
Ex-Leeds (2004-09) and Newcastle (2009/10)
International Career
Ex-England U21 (Uncapped at full level)
Only started playing rugby as a teenager, was offered apprentice terms by home-town football club Hull City, he was also a winger in football; Hull FC rugby league fan (comes from nearby Beverley)
Miscellaneous
Has a twin brother
Age: Was 31 in August (born in Beverley, Yorks; DOB 22/08/84)


Richard BIRKETT (05/05/12) ex Wasps, retired 2012
Biog 1
189th PREM APPEARANCE 
Biog 2
WON FOUR PREM TITLES WITH WASPS
Commentary Notes
Has moved ahead of Josh Lewsey recently into third in Wasps’ all-time PREM appearances list – just Worsley and Shaw ahead of him
Match-winning try v Worcester in November - his first PREM try since v Sale (Feb  2006) – how crucial does that seem now!
Picked up an elbow injury that required surgery in November 2010
PREM debut: October 1999
Will be 33 in October

Callum BLACK (20/12/19) ex Worcester, retired Jun 2021
Biog
Re-joined Worcester from Ulster last season
Biog 2
Only 3rd PREM start this season
Biog 3
Worcester Academy product
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 - Started 16 PREM games last season 
Last Season
Started PREM Rds 1-13, 16 PREM starts
2016/17
18 PRO12 apps (8 starts)
2015/16
18 apps in PRO12; try v Glasgow (H) in Feb; PLAYED 100th ULSTER GAME IN NOVEMBER
2014/15
Ever-present in Champions Cup and 20 apps in PRO12; signed 3-year deal in Dec 2014
Club Career
48 previous PREM games (26 starts, 1 try) – all Wor
28 previous Champions Cup games (0 tries, 1YC) – all Uls
14 previous Challenge Cup games (0 tries) – all Wor
111 previous PRO12/14 games (1 try) – all Uls
Signed for Worcester in 2018
Joined Ulster in 2011
Had loan spells at Otley & Plymouth while at Worcester
Made 13 apps in Championship in 2010/11
Made just 21 appearances in PREM for Worcester 2006-10
Joined Worcester’s academy in 2006
International Career
Uncapped 
Ireland U18, U19 & U21 international
Qualifies for Ireland through paternal grandfather from Belfast
Also eligible for USA
Miscellaneous
Raised in England and went to Hartpury College
Age Will be 34 in February (Born in Washington DC, USA; DOB 25/02/86)



Mike BLAIR (12/12/20 – EDI v LAR)
49 CHAMPIONS CUP GAMES FOR EDINBURGH
PLAYED FOR EDINBUIRGH IN 2012 SEMI-FINAL
SCOTLAND’S MOST CAPPED SCRUM HALF
Notes
52 Champions Cup games (4 tries) – 0 in 3 Gla, 4 in 49 Edi
Retired in 2016
Signed for Glasgow in 2015
Joined Newcastle in 2013
Played for Brive in the French second division in 2012/13, helped win promotion in Pro D2 final
Ex-Edinburgh (108 Celtic League/PRO 12 appearances & 49 in the Heineken Cup) across 10 seasons, played alongside brothers David & Alex) 
Was offered a deal by Leicester in 2008
International Career
85 Scotland caps 
Blair is Scotland’s most capped scrum half (84 of his 85 caps at SH – other was as a replacement wing). Try on debut as a 21yo v Canada on 2002 North American tour in Vancouver under the captaincy of Stuart Grimes, won his last cap v SA in Nov 2012 before announcing his retirement before the 2013 Six Nations
Led Scotland 14 times, nominated for IRB Player of the Year award in 2008
Age Will be 40 in April (born in Edinburgh, DOB 20/04/81)

Tyler BLEYENDAAL (16/11/19) ex Munster, retired May 2020 due to neck injury, joined Hurricanes coaching team
Biog 1
70% KICKING SUCCESS IN PRO14 THIS YEAR (7/10)
Biog 2
14th HEINEKEN CHAMPIONS CUP APPEARANCE 
Biog 3
59 APPS & 363 POINTS FOR MUNSTER
Commentator’s notes:
TRY v DRAGONS IN ROUND 1
PLAYED 4, STARTED 3, 20 POINTS THIS SEASON
SCORED MEMORABLE TRY IN CHAMPIONS CUP GAME v WARRIORS FOLLOWING THE DEATH OF ANTHONY ‘AXEL’ FOLEY IN 2016
Club Career
13 previous Champions Cup games (1 try)
48 previous PRO14 games (4 tries)
PRO14 Debut v Treviso Sept 2015 (Irish independent Park)
Champions Cup Debut v Glasgow Warriors Oct 2016 (Thomond Park)
Formerly Crusaders, NZ (20 apps, 11 pts)
International Career
New Zealand U20s
Miscellaneous
Fly Half
185cm, 95kg
Age Was 29 in May (DOB 31/05/90 Christchurch, NZ) 


Mathieu BONELLO (2013/14) retired 2016
BIOG 1
5 STARTS AND 6 SUB APPS IN TOP 14 THIS SEASON BEFORE TODAY
BIOG 2
22 APPEARANCES IN TOP 14 IN 2012/13
Commentary Notes
DOB 23/09/82
Born in Albi
Hooker
Began his career with UA Gaillac
Won the Federale 1 title with UA Gaillac in 2006
Moved to Castres in 2007 and has made over 100 Top 14 appearances for the club
Has only ever scored one Top 14 try for the club – v Bayonne in a 26-10 win in March 2010
Was on the bench for the Top 14 final v Toulon in 2013 but didn’t come on – he nearly didn’t make the final squad at all though after dislocating a finger in the semi-final v Clermont – he didn’t want to tell the medical staff after the game so Forestier, Teulet and Bonnefond helped him put it back in place, according to reports

Cameron BOON (05/03/23) ex-Saracens, retired Jun 2024
Biog 1
Only 3rd PREM appearance this season
Biog 2
Played 3 times for Ampthill this season
Commentary Notes
YET TO BE CARDED IN HIS PROFESSIONAL CAREER 
Listed as being 6ft 10in
Club Career
7 previous PREM games (1 start, 1 try) – all Sar
0 previous Champions Cup games
0 previous Challenge Cup games
1st PREM try v Exeter in Sep 2020
PREM/Saracens First Team debut repl  v Gloucester in August 2020
Ex-Loughborough Students
Began playing at Welwyn (Herts)
International Career
Uncapped
Ex-England & Ireland age grades
Miscellaneous
Studying for a degree in Accounting
Age Will be 24 in September (born in Hatfield, Herts; DOB 08/09/1999)



Jamie BOOTH (10/01/16) ex Nerwcastle, joined Manuwatu Apr 2016
Biog 1
PREM DEBUT
Biog 2
1st APPEARANCE FOR NEWCASTLE
Biog 3
SIGNED 2 WEEKS AGO ON 3-MONTH DEAL
Commentary Notes
Club Career
0 previous PREM games 
0 previous EPCR games 
Joined Newcastle from Manawatu Turbos in New Zealand
International Career
Uncapped
Age Was 21 in September (born in Palmerston North, Nzl; DOB 14/09/94)
Steve BORTHWICK (31/05/14) ex Saracens, retired & joined Japan as forwards coach Jun 2014
Biog 1
LED SARACENS TO VICTORY IN 2011 PREM FINAL
Biog 2
LED ENGLAND IN 12 TESTS HERE 
Biog 3
RECORD 265th PREM GAME
Commentary Notes
4th PREM Final
Won 162 PREM games – only George Chuter (171) has enjoyed more success
If he scores today (and Neil de Kock doesn’t) would be the oldest scorer in a PREM final – de Kock is the only older man playing today
This Season
Announced that he will retire at the end of his 16th PREM campaign; Try v Bath at Vicarage Rd in Jan 2012 was his last in the PREM; First yellow card since 2011 semi v Gloucester at Kingsholm in Jan & another v Quins at Wembley in Mar: equalled Dallaglio captaincy record in PREM semis (5); agreed to become Japan forwards coach
Captaincy
Won 93 of his previous 139 PREM games as skipper – in second place behind Lawrence (142) in terms of matches as PREM captain
Coaching 
Assisted Eddie Jones with the coaching of Japan during Jun 2013 – beat Wales (first victory over one of the big powers) – Jones really rates him & thinks his future is in coaching; Borthwick was scheming to beat Sarries team-mate Rhys Gill….Also spent time with the Bulls earlier this year
Appearances
Extends all-time record to 265 PREM appearances today
Club Career
Played in three PREM Finals - for Bath in 2004 v Wasps, 2010 (not fully fit after long lay-off) & 2011
Man of the match v Edinburgh in Oct 2012 and backed it up with a try v Racing Metro in Brussels the following week – his first in the Heineken Cup for Saracens
Played 163 PREM games for Bath across 10 seasons
He missed the 2008 semi for Bath v Wasps & 2010 semi for Sarries v Saints…Bath went straight into the final in 2004 due to finish top of the table 
International Career
Captained England in 29 Tests – led them 12 times in Tests at Twickenham (won 6, lost 6)
Overall Win–loss record of 18-11 as England captain 
Age Will be 35 in October

Marcelo BOSCH (04/05/19) ex Saracens, retired June 2019
Biog 1
Only 5th PREM appearance this season
Biog 2
39 Argentina caps, last at 2015 World Cup
Biog 3
Slotted 55m kick v Exeter here last season
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – And will it be the last of his career? Retires at end of the season
Biog 3 – Longest by any player in PREM last season!
Trophies won with Sarries: PREM (x2), Champions Cup (x2) & AW Cup (2014/15)
This Season 
Only 4 previous PREM & 2 Cmps Cup apps (all repl); started 4 PREM Cup games; try v Bri (A) Apr
Last Season 
Made 100th First Team appearance in Sep; Exe (H) in Nov 1st start since mid-Sep 
2016/17
Missed just 2 games in PREM & Europe, both in Apr v Quins & Bristol
Try v Sca (H) in Oct, Sal (A) in Nov & Sal (H) in Dec, try v Glo (A) in Feb; tries v Gla (H-ECQF) & Nor (A-MK) & 50th Champions Cup app in Apr
2015/16
Off bench v Nor & v Tls & Uls – started v Worc & Oyonnax, 50th Sarries app in Dec; picked at FB for 1st time for Sar v Wasps (H) in Feb; 2nd PREM semi (W2); 2nd PREM Final (W1 L1)
2014/15
Away with Arg at Rugby Championship in early season; YC v Leic (A) in Nov; played in AW Cup final win; match-winning kick v Rac (A) in Apr from halfway line; agreed new deal in Apr
2013/14
Debut as repl v Nor in Oct; unused sub at Wembley the week before after being literally unveiled by Saracens following the end of Rugby Championship (threw black cover over him at presser); long-range penalties at Exeter & v Saints at home, first try v L Irish in Feb, another v Saints in Apr; 1st PREM Final (7th Arg to play) - Horacio Agulla only other Puma BACK to have played in a PREM final
Club Career
88 prev PREM games (64 starts, 68 pts, 10 tries) – all for Sar
63 prev EPCR games (48 starts, 9 tries, 73 pts) – 32 pts (4T) in 34 Sar, 41 pts (5T) in 29 Bia
Joined Saracens in 2013 from Biarritz; versatile – can play centre, fly half or full back – used by Biarritz at full-back & inside centre but says his preference is his Test position at 13
Won EPCR Challenge Cup in 2012 & played in Champions Cup final defeat in 2010
International Career
39 Argentina caps (5 tries, 60 pts) - debut v Ita (Mendoza) Jun 2007, last cap v Aus (Tw) Oct 2015
Played 4 times in 2015 World Cup (3 starts, 1 repl) & 5 in 2011 RWC (4 starts, 1 repl)
11 pts (including a try) in historic win v South Africa in Durban in Aug 2015
Age Was 35 in January (born in Buenos Aires, Arg; DOB 07/01/84)

Bakkies BOTHA (29/08/15 – capt Barbarians v Samoa)
Age: 35		DoB: 22/09/79, Newcastle, Natal (Rsa)
Ht: 2.01m (6ft 7ins) Wt: 120kg (18st 12lbs)
International Career
85 South Africa Caps (35 pts, 7 tries) - debut v France in Marseille in Nov 2002
- Last cap v England at Twickenham in Nov 2014
- Played in 3 World Cups, winning the tournament in 2007
Club Career
- Retired at end of last season, like Hayman and Ali Williams losing in Top 14 semi-final
- Won 3 Champions Cups (Toulon), 3 Super Rugby titles (Bulls) & 3 Currie Cups (Blue Bulls)
- Spent seven weeks out injured in 2012/13 after breaking his eye socket in three places v Sale
- Signed for Toulon in 2011   
Miscellaneous
Has a reputation as a hard man and has overstepped the mark on a number of occasions – banned for nine weeks for headbutting Jimmy Cowan in 2010 Tri Nations, suspended for four weeks on his first game as Bulls captain in 2010 for dangerous play on Gio Aplon and missed playoffs, dislocated Adam Jones’ shoulder playing against the Lions in 2009, accused of biting and gouging Brendan Cannon in 2003 and got a yellow card for stamping on his South Africa debut in 2002

Mouritz BOTHA (01/05/16) ex Newcastle, retired Aug 2017
Biog 1
LAST OF 10 ENGLAND CAPS IN NOVEMBER 2012
Biog 2
PLAYED IN 3 PREM FINALS FOR SARACENS 
Biog 3
109th PREM GAME, YET TO SCORE A TRY
Commentary Notes
Only former Newcastle & Saints lock Mark Sorensen (127) has played more PREM games without scoring a try! 
This Season
MADE 100th PREM APPEARANCE IN NOV 
Last Season
3 starts & 3 replacement apps in PREM for Saracens before joining Sharks in Jan 2015
11 Super Rugby appearances for Sharks
Club Career
108 previous PREM games (0 tries) – 13 for Newcastle, 95 for Saracens
Played in 3 PREM finals (W1 L2) & lost both his PREM semi-finals
Stretchered off with head injury v Exeter in Feb 2014
Sin-binned for a deliberate knock-on v Saints in April 2010 – only yellow card of his PREM career
Try in Champions Cup v Treviso in Jan 2013 & in 2014 Q-Final v Ulster at Ravenhill (as it was called then…)
Signed for Saracens in 2009
Signed for Bedford for £10k from lower league Bedford Athletic
International Career
10 England caps (0 tries) - debut v Wales (repl, Twickenham) Aug 2011, last cap v Rsa (repl, Twickenham) Nov 2012 
4 of his 10 caps v SA; Launchbury’s emergence pushed him out of the picture 
Started all the 2012 Six Nations games & 1st 2 Tests in Rsa in Jun 2012 (repl in the 3rd)
Didn’t make 2011 World Cup squad
Miscellaneous
Used to dry carpets & then turned to asbestos removal during his early days at Bedford Athletic
Age Was 34 in January (born in Vryheid, small mining town in Northern Natal, Rsa; DOB 29/01/82)

Tommy BOWE (10/12/17) ex Ulster, retired May 2018
Biog
4th START AT CENTRE THIS SEASON
Biog 2
1st EPCR START AT CENTRE FOR 7 YEARS
Biog 3
29 TRIES IN 65 PREVIOUS EPCR GAMES
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Last week v Dragons & in first 2 PRO14 rounds 
Biog 2 – Last EPCR start at centre was for Ospreys v London Irish in Jan 2011!
Biog 3 - Needs 1 more try to surpass Dafydd James (29) and move into 3rd place outright on list of top try scorers in Champions Cup history behind Chris Ashton, Vincent Clerc and Brian O’Driscoll
30 TRIES IN 69 CAPS FOR IRELAND 
This Season 
Try v Che (H) in Sep; Missed 4 tackles v Con (H) - jt-highest in Rd 6
Last Season 
1 try in 11 PRO12 apps 
2015/16
Made just 1 club appearance all season v Zebre in April & scored 2 tries! 
2014/15
Scored a try in both autumn internationals he played in v South Africa and Australia
Tries v Leicester and Scarlets in Champions Cup; 12 PRO12 games (6 tries)
2013/14
5 tries in 10 Pro12 games and 1 try in 3 Heineken Cup appearances
Club Career
168 previous PRO12 games (67 tries) – 49 in 120 for Uls, 18 in 48 for Osp
65 previous EPCR games (29 tries, 1YC) – 13T in 40 for Uls, 16T (1YC) in 25 for Osp
Scored in both pool games v Leicester for Ospreys in 2009/10 season
All-time top try scorer in PRO12 history
Returned to Ulster in 2012
Left Ulster in 2008 to join Ospreys and spent four seasons there
Won both the Ulster and Ireland player of the year awards in 2008
Scored on his Ulster debut v Connacht at end of 2003/04 season
International Career
74 caps
69 Ireland caps (67 starts, 30 tries) - debut v USA (H) Nov 2004, last cap v Wal (A) Mar 2017
5 Lions caps (5 starts, 0 tries) – went on 2009 and 2013 tours
Age Will be 34 in February (born in Emyvale, Co Monaghan; DOB 22/02/84)

Dan BRAID (02/01/16) ex Sale, retired May 2016 to join coaching staff
Biog 1
MAKING HIS 50th PREM APPEARANCE
Biog 2
2 TRIES IN 3 PREVIOUS PREM GAMES v WASPS
Commentary Notes
Jointly holds PREM career record for tries by a Sale forward (14) with Dean Schofield (who played over 100 games more!) – 7 of them at Salford (only Cueto, 10, has scored more at the AJ Bell)
Only Jason Robinson has a SUBSTANTIALLY better record as skipper than Braid (his success rate is similar to Bryan Redpath and Juan Martin Fernandez Lobbe)
Missed both games v Wasps last season
Try in 21-20 win v Wasps here in May 2013 & try in 21-17 win v Wasps at Adams Park in Mar 2014
3rd SEASON AS SALE SHARKS SKIPPER
Last Season
Ruled out for 6 weeks by injury in Rd 1 v Bath; tries in 3 straight PREM games v L Irish, Quins & Newcastle in Nov & then another v Saints (H) in Jan
2013/14
Appointed club captain; Tries at the AJ Bell v Newcastle (PREM), Worcester (PREM), Gloucester x2 (PREM) & Oyonnax (Amlin), scores v Worcester & Wasps away – no yellow cards for Sale yet; pulled out shortly before kick-off at Bath in Mar & ruled out of final six weeks of with knee injury 
Club Career
49 previous PREM games (14 tries) – all for Sale Sharks
Joined Sale in Jan 2013 on a two-year deal
Try v Exeter in Feb 2013 at Salford in first PREM start (sub in PREM defeat v Saracens in Jan 2013, just 5 days after arriving) and another v L Welsh the following week at Oxford; Arrived in UK on Jan 1 2013, having celebrated New Year twice on the flight! Replaced retired Hendre Fourie in the squad
Played for the Blues and the Reds in Super Rugby
Played with Sam Tuitupou for Auckland in the NZ championship and for the Blues
New Zealand Player Of The Year 2007, when Auckland won the NZ Provincial title
Injury Woes
Torn achilles, shoulder reconstruction, bulging disk in his neck
International Career
6 New Zealand caps (1 try) – debut v Wales in Cardiff (Nov 2002). Test career spread over 8 years (2002-10) and none were staged in NZ; 2 were in the 2003 World Cup; picked by John Mitchell, who signed him
Miscellaneous
Dad, Gary, was a lock capped by NZ in 1983 – one of the few All Blacks never to have won a Test… drew with Scotland and lost to England in 1983 (played against Ben and Tom Youngs’ Dad, Nick); Younger brother Luke (also a flanker) plays for the Blues in Super Rugby, he is their 2014 skipper
Schoolboy athlete - member of National Schools title-winning 4x400m Relay team
Age  Will be 35 in February (as will be Eifion Lewis-Roberts, same birthday & same age!) born in Tauranga, Bay of Plenty, NZ; DOB 13/02/81)

Neil BRIGGS (23/12/16) ex Sale, retired May 2017
Biog 1
Red card v Saints here in April 2011
Biog 2
Tries v Worcester & Scarlets this season
Biog 3
Made 100th PREM app for Sale in October
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – 2 yellow cards…Ben said in comms “If you’re going to get sent off, make it worthwhile”
Biog 2 – 2 tries in his last 10 games in all comps after 2 tries in previous 4 seasons (both last season)
Biog 3 – 3rd Sale hooker to notch 100 PREM games for the club, after Andy Titterrell & Marc Jones 
This Season
Played in every PREM game (started all apart from Rd 1); Try v Wor (A) in Sep; try v Sca (A) & YC v Bri (A) in 100th PREM app for Sal in Oct
Last Season
Try v Castres (H) in Dec; try v Was (A) in Mar; YC v L Irish (A) & Montpellier (H) in Apr
2014/15 (for Leicester)
2nd PREM semi, just 6 PREM apps in all
2013/14 (for Leicester)
100th PREM game, 1st PREM semi-final
Club Career
140 previous PREM games (7 tries, 1RC, 4YC) – 7 in 105 for Sale (2 spells, 1RC, 4YC), 0 in 20 for Leicester, 0 in 15 for L Welsh
34 previous EPCR games (2 tries, 1YC) – 2 (1YC) in 29 for Sale, 4 for Leicester, 1 for L Welsh
Re-joined Sale in 2015
Joined Leicester in 2013
Signed for London Welsh from Bourgoin in 2012, who had recruited him in 2011 from Sale - Made 80 PREM appearances in seven seasons for Sale
Joined Sale from Rotherham in 2005
Sent off for Sale v Northampton in Apr 2011 (2YC), when Mark Cueto was done for gouging Christian Day
Missed four months of 2010/11 season due to injury
Was named Sale captain for `rest of season` in Oct 2010 under the Mike Brewer regime. He got injured and was then placed back in the ranks
Joined from Rotherham in 2005 – turned out as a wing and full back for them
International Career
Represented England Saxons in the Churchill Cup
Age Will be 32 in June (born in Rintein, near Hannover, Ger; DOB 01/06/85)
Schalk BRITS (26/05/18 – FINAL – repl – final game of career) ex Saracens
Biog 1 
Try in each regular season game v Exeter
Biog 2
6th PREM final, retires after this match
Biog 3
Man of the match in 2011 PREM final
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 - W3 L2, started in 2010, 2011, 2014 & 2016, repl in 2015
Would be his 158th PREM game, broke Matt Cairns record PREM apps for Sarries hooker in Rd 22
Biog 3 - Broke Trevor Leota’s record for a tight five forward with 27th PREM try in Nov v Exeter, now has 31. Olivier Azam (21) is 3rd & Jamie George (20) 4th on that list.
Red card v Gloucester in February 2016
This Season
MoM v Nor (Tw) & appendix out after pulled out with stomach pain v Wor (A) in Sep; try v Osp (H) in Oct & try v Glo (A) & Exe (H, inj adductor) in consec games in Nov; most offloads (6) & 2nd most carries (19) in Rd 22 v Glo (H); 29 PREM offloads (2nd); 8th PREM PO
Last Season
Har (A) in Sep 100th PREM start; MoM v Sal in Nov; try v Bth (H) in Mar; 200th Sar app v Bri in Apr; led Sar for 1st time in May v Was (A); Only PREM game missed Bri (A) in Sep; 7th PREM PO 
2015/16
Try v Wor (Tw)in Nov, try v Oyx (A) in Dec, try v Uls (H) & v Bth (H) in Jan; Red card for punching Nick Wood v Glo (H) in Feb; 5th PREM Final (W3 L2, repl in 2015)
2014/15
Knee inj v Cle in Oct, returned v Rac in QF in Apr, repl in PREM final; only 6 PREM apps
2013/14
Try in comeback from ban in Sep (incident with Farrell for Bbs v Lns in HK
Club Career
157 prev PREM games (118 starts – Sar rec for hooker, 1RC) – 31 tries (Sar rec for forward & rec for any tight five forward)
52 prev EPCR games (3 of them in Chall Cup) – 5 tries – all for Sar
Raised 100 Saracens appearances in all games v Saints at stadium Mk in Dec 2012
MoM in 2011 PREM final v Leicester (tries in 4 of 1st 5 matches in 2010/11)
2009/10 RPA Player of the Year
Yellow card in each of his first 2 PREM games v L Irish & Nton in 2009
Used to play for the Stormers, returned there during in 2011 as short-term cover
International Career
10 S Africa caps (1 try) – debut v Ita (Cape Town) Jun 2008, last cap v US (London Stadium) Oct 2015
2 2015 World Cup games, scored 1st Test try in win v Samoa at Villa Park
played in 2014 Rugby Championship; First SA call-up for four years in Nov 2012, added two sub appearances to his criminally small number of caps; his other three SA caps came in 2008 (2 as a sub) 
Age Was 37 this month (born in Empangeni, Natal, Rsa; DOB 16/05/81)

Theo BROPHY CLEWS (14/03/21) ex-L Irish, retired May 2021 (concussion)
Biog 1
Try in draw v Bristol here last month
Biog 2
Capped by England at U20 level
Biog 3
Slotted 2 of 3 kicks this season (all comps, 67%)
Commentary Notes
8th PREM app this season…already 2 more than his tally for the entire 2019/20 campaign 
This Season
Slotted 2/3 v Age (A) Dec , Try v Bri (H) Feb
Last Season
4 PREM apps, 2 apps in PREM Cup & 2 apps in Chall Cup 
2017/18
4 tries v Krasny Yar (H) Jan, 9 PREM apps (started all the last 5 games of the campaign)
2016/17
3 Championship appearances for London Irish; try v Rotherham in April
2015/16
1st start for L Irish v Grenoble (H) in Jan – also started at FB v Agen (A) in Jan & 3 starts at FH in PREM; Kicked his first PREM pts (a conv) v Quins in his 2nd league app in Dec, Missed win v Edi (H) in Dec but featured in all other Chall Cup games Last Season; Started v Exeter, Leicester & Bath (his first 3 league starts) in Feb/Mar, SIGNED NEW CONTRACT IN JAN 2016
2014/15
Just 2 apps off bench in LV= Cup, try on his debut for club v Scarlets (A) in Jan 2015
Club Career
29 previous PREM games (15 starts, 2 tries, 41 pts) – all Lir
0 previous Champions Cup games
12 previous Challenge Cup games (34 pts, 4 tries) – all Lir
Promoted to L Irish first team squad from Academy in 2016
Started v Exeter, Leicester & Bath (his first 3 league starts) in Feb/Mar 2016
Signed new contract in Jan 2016
MADE PREM DEBUT AT TWICKENHAM IN NOVEMBER 2015
Played in 2014 PREM 7s Finals
Product of London Irish Academy
Began playing at age of 6 at Newbury
International Career
Uncapped
Ex-England U20 (2017 JWC)
Ruled out of 2016 JWC after injuring his foot just 33 mins into his England U20 debut v Italy in Manchester; Started v Wales & Australia in this tournament
Try in the 33-5 win over Scotland at Northampton in March 2017
WON EPCR TITLE WITH ENGLAND U18 IN 2014
Miscellaneous
One of the “Wilkinson generation”, says he was inspired to take up the game by JW
Studied economics at University
Age WILL BE 24 ON FRIDAY (born in Oxford; DOB 19/03/97)
Ben BROSTER (05/05/12) ex Wasps, left for Biarritz 2012, joined Bayonne 2016, retired 2017
Biog 1
FORMER SARACENS, SCARLETS & SAINTS PROP 
Biog 2
CAPPED TWICE BY WALES
Commentary Notes
Made 42 PREM apps across 5 seasons as a `squad player`	 at Sarries (only 23 starts). Then spent one campaign with Scarlets and one with Northampton before leaving for Wasps in 2009
Recently made his 100th PREM appearance, v Gloucester last month
Both his caps came on the 2005 (Lions weakened) North America tour
Will be 30 on Monday

Alex BROWN (25/02/12) ex Gloucester, retired Dec 2012
Biog 1
220th PREM APPEARANCE
Biog 2
WON ALL HIS THREE ENGLAND CAPS ON TOUR
Commentary Notes
Only Chuter, Vyvyan, Shaw and Bell ahead of him in the all-time PREM appearances table – his games are split between Bristol (64) and Gloucester (156). Once played a PREM record 87 consecutive games over a four-year period…
Played in all three of Gloucester’s PREM semi-finals
West Country legend…Bristol born, ex-Bristol and now Gloucester stalwart
Missed three months of action this season due to injury
Last PREM try – November 2008
England caps – Australia 2006, South Africa 2007 (x2) 
Has had seven second row partners in the last three seasons (Buxton, Attwood, Eustace, James, Hamilton, Savage and Williams)
Joined from Bristol in  2003 – PREM debut for Bristol v Bedford in Sep 1999 (Frank Bunce and Dean Ryan were among his team-mates….)
Signed a new two-year contract last year
Will be 33 in May

Kelly BROWN (06/05/17) ex Saracens, retired 2017 to become Sarries Academy coach
Biog 1
64 Scotland caps, last in June 2014
Biog 2
Made 100th PREM appearance last month
Biog 3
Final season of playing career
Commentary Notes
Led Sarries 3 times in PREM – W1 L2
This Season
Coaching Academy players; started both AW Cup games; PREM starts v Sal (A) in Nov & Glo (H) in Nov; Saracens said Bri (H) in Apr was to be his final match
Last Season
No longer first-choice…Started consecutive PREM games just twice
2014/15
Yellow card v Wasps in Round 1; led Sarries to defeat at Glos in Jan (Hook last-gasp pen); Said in Apr 2015 that he would never stop trying to get back in the Scotland side
2013/14
Came on as a sub v Bath in Sep for his first appearance since ankle injury with Scotland in South Africa in Jun 2013; scored his first two career PREM tries v Saints, another v Quins in SF, 2nd PREM Final
Club Career 
102 previous PREM games (66 starts, 3 tries) – all for Saracens
77 previous EPCR games (22 pts, 4 tries) – 5 pts (1 try) in 43 for Saracens, 10 pts (2 tries) in 18 for Glasgow, 7 pts (1 try, 1 conv) in 16 for Border Reivers
Won 1, lost 2 as capt; Became the 21st man to lead Saracens in the PREM v Exeter in Sep 2012 – it’s a star-studded list including Pienaar, Horan, Benazzi, Hill and Smit; Brown is the only Scot – men from seven different nationalities have led the club in the PREM
Suffered knee injury in Heineken Cup in Jan 2012 v Treviso which ruled him out for the season
Won 2010/11 PREM in first season with Saracens
First try for Sarries (all comps) was at Leinster in January 2011, had to wait almost 3 years for his second; Joined Saracens in 2010
International Career
64 Scotland caps (4 tries) – debut v Romania (A) in Jun 2005, last cap v Can in Toronto in Jun 2014 
Dropped from match-day squad after leading Scots to defeat in Dublin in 2014 6N opener; Led Scotland v Samoa in South Africa in Jun 2013, ankle injury forced him to fly home early – out until Sep 2013; Was “mullered” by Matt Banahan during the Calcutta Cup at Twickenham in March 2011, stretchered off, but was  back for the following week’s game v Italy!
Age Will be 35 next month (born in Edinburgh, Sco; DOB 08/06/82)

Mike BROWN (31/05/25) ex-Leicester, final game of pro rugby, retired Jun 2025
Biog 1
RETIRING AT END OF THIS SEASON
Biog 2
ENGLAND’S MOST CAPPED FULL BACK
Biog 3
PLAYED FOR NEWCASTLE IN 2021/22
Commentary Notes
281ST PREM APPEARANCE, 1ST FOR 4 MONTHS, 4TH ON ALL-TIME LIST  BEHIND RICHARD WIGGLESWORTH , DANNY CARE & ALEX GOODE. SAME PREM TRIES AS ENGLAND CAPS (72)
NOT STARTED AT FB FOR 7 MONTHS (ALL COMPS), STARTED ON WING v QUINS LAST DECEMBER
39yo, 6th oldest player in PREM history after Thorn, Turner, Gopperth, Stringer & Budgen (overtakes his old mate Care today!) 
All the 1st 268 of his PREM record 276 starts were at full-back, 6 on the wing
Last Season 
18th PREM season, try v Sal (H) Oct, try in 1st PREM start on wing v Bth (H) Dec, try v Har (A) Jan, RC (2YC) v Bri (H) Apr, try v Exe (H) May; AGREED A NEW 1-YEAR CONTRACT
2022/23
Try & PoM on Leic debut v Sar (H) Feb; awarded a new contract
2021/22 (for Newcastle)
Try on New debut v Saracens Oct; 14 PREM games (1 try, 2 YC) 
2020/21 (for Harlequins)
24 PREM off’ds (3rd); Try v Nor (A) Nov; try v Lir (H) Jan, 60th PREM try v Leic (H) Feb; YC & RC (stamp) v Was (H) May…6-week ban, missed PREM PO & final, 6 tries in 15 PREM games (best since 2013/14)
2019/20  (for Harlequins)
2 tries in 2 PREM Cup apps, knee op Nov (out for 9 mths)
2018/19  (for Harlequins)
Try in Chall Cup v Age (H) Oct (300th Har app); 33 PREM offloads (1st); 9 DB v Exe (A) best R20
2017/18  (for Harlequins)
Missed Nor & Sal (ankle); 1st Euro YC v Was (A) Oct, 6th PREM YC v L Irish in Sep; try v Exe (H) May
2016/17 (for Harlequins)
Ruled out R1 & 2 (shoulder/chest infection); Ave 5 DB each PREM outing
2015/16 (for Harlequins)
Broke Matt Perry’s record for starts as England FB in Mar (now up to 35)
2014/15 (for Harlequins)
50th PREM try in win v Lwe Oct; 14th player to notch 50 PREM tries
Club Career
280 prev PREM games (276s, 364p, 72T, 2c, 11YC,2RC) 8T in 23 Leic, 1T in 14 (14 s, 2YC) New, 63T in 243 (242 s, 7YC, 1RC) Har
54 previous Champions Cup games (13 tries, 65 pts, 1YC) – 0 in 3 Leic, 113 in 51 Har
32 previous Challenge Cup games (12 tries, 59 pts) – 1 in 2 New, 1 in 30 Har
Signed for Leicester in January 2023
Joined Newcastle in 2021 after 351 games & 99 tries (according to Quins), released in 2022
47 PREM games in a row (Dec 2009-Feb 2012); Tries in 5 straight games (all comps) pre Xmas 2011
Harlequins Academy graduate. PREM debut in 2006/07
Records
Eng’s most capped FB (also 13 on wing)
International Career
72 England caps (64 sts, 11 tries) – debut v RSA (B’tein) May 2007, last v RSA (C Town) Jun 2018
Left out of squad after Portugal training camp in Oct 2018; 2016 6N (GS), 3-0 Aus Jun 2016, 2017 6N title 
Age Was 39 in September (born in Southampton, DOB 04/09/85)

Pete BROWNE (15/01/17) ex Ulster, retired Oct 2018 (head injuries)
Biog 1
WON CHALLENGE CUP WITH QUINS IN 2011
Biog 2
FORMER NEWCASTLE, QUINS & L WELSH LOCK
Commentary Notes
Born in the West Country in Bristol
Spent 7 seasons in PREM with Newc, Quins & L Welsh
This Season
9 PRO12 apps (5 starts); 4 Champs Cup games (3 starts)
Last Season
14 PRO12 apps (tries v Treviso & Zebre)
Club Career
23 previous PRO12 games (2 tries) – all for Ulster
22 previous EPCR games (0 tries) – 4 for Ulster, 2 for L Welsh, 7 for Quins & 9 for Newcastle
42 PREM games (1 try) - 1 in 13 previous for L Welsh, 0 in 14 for Harlequins, 0 in 15 for Newcastle
Signed for Ulster in summer 2015
Joined L Welsh in Jul 2013
Came on as a sub v Toulon in 2012 Challenge Cup QF 
Helped Quins win Challenge Cup in 2011 (didn’t play in final)
Made 14 PREM apps for Harlequins across two campaigns 2010-12 (only three starts)
Made just 15 PREM apps in three seasons for Newcastle Falcons 2007/8-2009/10
Has Played in PREM Sevens
Miscellaneous
Committed Christian – studied theology at Durham University (his Dad is a vicar)
Age Was 29 in Oct (DOB 25/10/87, born in Bristol)


Sebastien BRUNO
BIOG 1
SCORED FOUR TRIES IN 26 CAPS FOR FRANCE
BIOG 2
MADE 22 APPEARANCES IN TOP 14 FOR TOULON LAST SEASON
BIOG 3
WON THE PREM WITH SALE IN 2006
Commentary Notes
DOB 26/08/74
Will be 39 in just over a week
Also won the 2005 EPCR Challenge Cup with Sale
Won the Six Nations with France in 2002 and 2006, including the Grand Slam in 2002
Scored six tries in 77 appearances for Sale Sharks in a five-year spell in the North West

Heinrich BRUSSOW (07/04/19) – ex Northampton, concussion ended season, retired Oct 2019 (final match was 12/10/19 v Leic, PREM Cup)
Biog 1
Only 6th PREM start this season
Biog 2
Conceded 6 penalties v Gloucester last September
Biog 3
Out for 3 months before Christmas (concussion)
Commentary Notes
This Season 
Most pens in R1 v Glo (6); conc - out for 3 months (Sep-Dec); Euro debut v Cle (A) & try v Leic (H, PRC) Jan
Last Season 
PREM debut v L Irish (H) in Feb, 1st PREM try v Sal (H) in Mar
Club Career
12 previous PREM games (8 starts, 1 try) - all Nor
0 previous Champions Cup games
2 previous Challenge Cup games (1 start, 0 tries) – all Nor
80 previous Super Rugby games (9 tries, 5YC) - all Che
Joined Northampton in January 2018
Played for Red Hurricanes in the Japan Top League 2013-2017 (also played in Super Rugby in 2014 & 2015 for Cheetahs
Missed the majority of the 2010 and 2011 Super Rugby season due to injury
Played for Cheetahs in Super Rugby and Free State in Currie Cup 
International Career
23 South Africa caps (20 starts, 1 try) – debut v Eng (Tw) Nov 2008, last cap v Arg (B Aires) Aug 2015
Played in 2011 World Cup
SA Rugby Young Player of the Year 2009
After an injury to Schalk Burger, called up for 2009 Lions series, only Test try in 1st Test in Durban 
Age Will be 33 in July (born in Bloemfontein, Rsa; DOB 21/07/86)


Rob BUCHANAN (03/05/19) – inj, retired Jun 2020 to become an operations manager for a wholesale meat company
Biog 1
1st home game for 19 months (shoulder)
Biog 2
122nd First Team appearance for Quins
Biog 3
Played for England XV v Barbarians in 2014
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Since Sep 23rd 2017 v Leic ; Made comeback in Chall Cup SF v Clermont 2 weeks ago, Prior to that…Just 3 games missed in PREM & Europe between Rd 22 of 2015/16 & Sep 2017 (16 months); Started 19 of the 22 PREM games 2016/17
2016/17
Only PREM or CHALL CUP game missed v Wasps (A) in Oct; try v Exe in Sep; try v New (A) in Dec & 100th Har app in Dec; try v New (H) in Mar
2015/16
50th PREM game; & try v Saracens (H) in Jan; ruled out in Mar & Apr with leg injury
2014/15
Only starts in AW Cup
2013/14
Ruled out from mid-Oct until Apr; part of pre-tour Eng squad & played v Barbarians
Club Career
79 previous PREM games (37 starts, 7 tries, 1YC) – all Har
28 previous EPCR games (3 tries) – all Har
Agreed a new Quins contract 2016/17
Scored first try for Quins v Biarritz in Oct 2012 & then scored in defeat at Kingsholm in Mar2013 & v Saints at The Stoop in May 2013
PREM debut at Welford Road and first start v Saracens at Wembley in Mar 2012
Only played 40 minutes of PREM rugby, spread over three seasons, before coming on as a sub at Newcastle for knee injury victim Chris Brooker in March 2012 – was on the field for almost an hour at Kingston Park
Ex-Lewes (Sussex)
Spent time on loan to Ealing (National League 2) and Esher (Championship) in recent seasons
Played colts rugby at prop
International Career
Played for England XV v Barbarians in Jun 2014
Repl for England Saxons in 2012/13, went on England tour to South America in Jun 2013
Played for England U20 in the 2011 World Junior Championship
Age Will be 28 this month (born in Hong Kong; DOB 13/05/91 – born in the same week as Manu Tuilagi & eight days younger than Will Collier)

Albertus BUCKLE (12/01/19) ex Lyon, retired Jul 2019
Biog
STARTED TWICE IN TOP 14 LAST MONTH
Biog 2
TRY IN WIN v STADE FRANCAIS IN NOVEMBER
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – 1st was v Pau (h) & 2nd v Toulon (a); only other start v Glasgow in Rd 3
1st app of season was v Saracens in Rd 2
Last Season 
16 Top 14 apps (12 starts, 2 tries)
Club Career
114 previous Top 14 games (10 tries) 
12 previous EPCR games (1 try) – 3 in Champs Cup, 9 in Chal Cup
Won promotion from PRO D2 in 2016
Joined Lyon in 2015
Won promotion from PRO D2 in 2012
Signed for Grenoble in 2011
Also turned out for Biarritz as a medical joker in 2011
Moved to France to join Bourgoin in 2010
Former Griquas player – played for them in both the Currie Cup and Vodacom Cup
International Career
PLAYED FOR ROYAL XV IN 37-25 LOSS TO BRITISH LIONS ON 2009 TOUR
Age Was 35 in Sep (born in SA; DOB 09/09/83)


Tony BUCKLEY (12/04/13) ex Sale, retired 2014
Biog 1
WON TWO HEINEKEN CUPS WITH MUNSTER
Biog 2
25 IRELAND CAPS, LAST v RUSSIA IN 2011 WORLD CUP
Commentary Notes
Joined from Munster last season
Played twice for Ireland in the World Cup v USA & Russia (25 caps now, 16 as a sub)
Joined Munster from Connacht in 2005
Was linked with a move to Bath in 2007
Won his first caps on tour in Argentina in 2007; Called up for 2007 World Cup as cover for Simon Best, who was forced to pull out due to an irregular heartbeat, but did not make an appearance in the tournament
Started in the LV= Cup final defeat v Quins last month
Linked with a move to Wasps, even though his contract doesn’t run out until 2014
Was 32 in October

Chris BUDGEN (23/09/12)
Biog
THE OLDEST FORWARD TO PLAY IN THE PREM
Commentary Notes
Budgen would increase his record to 39 years and 246 days if he comes on today…only Paul Turner has been more elderly in PREM history, when the Welshman came on as a sub for Saracens against Bedford in 1999 he was 39 and 324 days…so if Budgen gets on the field anytime after December 10 he will be the oldest swinger in the PREM town!
85 PREM games for Northampton, scored a try against them at the Gardens in October 2010 and was named man of the match v Saints in March 2011 at Sandy Park
New Zealander – born in Hamilton (home of the other set of rugby Chiefs!!)
Tries against Northampton, Sale & London Irish in 2010/11; nine career PREM tries
Agreed a 1-year contract extension in May 2012
Military background - Served in Iraq & Afghanistan and is a lance corporal in the Royal Welsh Regiment Second Battalion at Tidworth Garrison on Salisbury Plain
Won the World Defence Championship with the Army in December 2011
Will be 40 in January

Jacques BURGER (01/05/16, retired) ex Saracens
Biog 1
RETIRES FROM RUGBY AFTER THIS GAME
Biog 2
114th & FINAL APPEARANCE FOR SARACENS
Biog 3
2 TRIES FOR NAMIBIA v TONGA IN WORLD CUP
Commentary Notes
1st appearance since March 12 v London Irish in New Jersey
Biog 3 - Only Namibia player to score 2 tries in a World Cup game
RULED OUT FOR WHOLE OF 2012 WITH KNEE INJURY
This Season
1st PREM start v Saints (A) in Nov, 2nd v Bath (H) in Jan, 3rd & 4th v Wasps (H) & Sale (A) in Feb
Last Season
17 PREM starts and 1 replacement app, 100th Sarries app in May; 4th PREM final
Namibia skipper in match v Canada in Nov played in Colwyn Bay, North Wales
2013/14
Incredible tackling display at Sandy Park in Nov – 34 - 3 x even the highest match averages usually achieved, Ruled out for 6 weeks after Zebre Heineken game in Dec to have keyhole surgery on his troublesome knee (`a clean out` is the non-medical term); Man of the Match v Gloucester & Harlequins in Sep; 3rd PREM final; nominated for EPCR & PREM player of the season
Injury Woes
Undergone six surgeries on right knee, two on right shoulder, two on cheekbones and a broken hand Was ruled out from Nov 2011 to Mar 2013 due to an injury to his right knee, first suffered in Feb 2011 (6 weeks out); had to have the knee drained of fluid every week after the 2011 World Cup and had an operation in December 2011 in Cape Town which took six hours and involved realigning the bones in his leg before enduring three months in a leg brace and a year’s rehab
Club Career
79 previous PREM games (1 try) – all for Saracens
21 previous EPCR games (1 try) – all for Saracens
Man of the match in 2011 semi v Gloucester & played in the victory in the final
Yellow card in 2010 PREM semi v Saints for deliberately slowing down ball after just 7 mins (Wayne Barnes was ref)
PREM debut for Saracens in 2010 – Signed long-term contract in Mar 2011 & another in Feb 2013
Played for Griquas in the Currie Cup
International Career
38 Namibia caps (7 tries) - Played in two World Cups, debut v Zambia in 2004
Miscellaneous
Plans to farm in Namibia when he retires (owns 14,000 acres in between similar sites owned by his in-laws); Became a Dad in Feb 2012 (daughter, Mila)
Age Will be 33 in July (born in Windhoek, SW Africa – now Namibia; DOB 29/07/83)

Schalk BURGER (11/05/19) ex Saracens, retired Jun 2019
Biog 1
2017 CHAMPIONS CUP WAS 1st MAJOR TROPHY
Biog 2
LEAVES SARACENS AT THE END OF THIS SEASON
Biog 3
2 YELLOW CARDS THIS SEASON
Commentary Notes
2nd CHAMPIONS CUP FINAL 
Biog 3 – at Leicester (Nov) & Exeter (Dec)
This Season
Try v Leic (H) & Wor (H) in PREM Cup; YC v Leic (A) Nov; YC v Exe (A) Dec
Last Season
Missed Rds 4-6 (shoulder); try & 1st PREM YC v Was (A) in Jan; 20 carries v Sal (A) – 2nd in Rd 15; missed PREM PO & Final
2016/17
Try v Wor at Tw on PREM debut; YC for slowing down ruck ball v Toulon (A) in Oct; MoM v Nor in Sep; won Champions Cup – 1st major club trophy
2015/16
Suntory Sungoliath & then final S Rugby campaign – last SR game QF v Chiefs (H) (L21-60) 
Club Career
51 previous PREM games (38 starts, 3 tries, 2YC) – all Sar
22 previous Champions Cup games (0 tries, 1YC) – all Sar
123 previous Super Rugby games (10 tries) – all for Sto
Signed for Saracens in 2016
Played 100th Super Rugby game v Highlanders in Mar 2015
Signed a 2-year deal in 2014 to play for Suntory Sungoliath in Japan as well as in Super Rugby
Missed all but one game of the 2012 season & all of the 2013 season with knee & calf injuries & then bacterial meningitis, which he picked up during the operation & was life-threatening
Scored team’s only try & broke rib but stayed on in W Prov’s Currie Cup final defeat v Sharks in 2010
Had cervical fusion surgery on neck injury in 2006 & was a chance he’d never play again
Made Super Rugby debut for Stormers in 2004, after winning his first Rsa cap
Played for Western Province in the Currie Cup, 2003-14
International Career
86 S Africa Caps (80 pts, 16T) - deb v Geo (Syd) Oct 2003; last cap v Arg (London Stadium) Oct 2015
More tries than any other forward & more caps than any other back row in Rsa history
South Africa record 20 World Cup appearances across 4 tournaments (started all 7 games in 2015 RWC)
2015 RWC record 96 carries (26 v Wales in the QF!) & 75 tackles (3rd in the tournament)
Record 6 yellow cards for South Africa (Ita’s Marco Bortolami holds the world record – 7)
55th Rsa captain v Nzl in Jul 2015; 5th to win the SARU Player of Year for 2nd time in 2011
Played for the Barbarians in win v New Zealand in 2009 at Twickenham
Banned for making contact with Luke Fitzgerald’s eye during 2009 Lions tour
World Cup winner in 2007 (banned for 2 games for a high tackle on Junior Polu of Samoa)
World Player of the Year in 2004; Won U21 World Cup in 2002 & captained Rsa U21 in 2003
Miscellaneous Dad, also Schalk Burger, 6 Rsa caps in 1980s; Went to school with Jean de Villiers
Age Was 36 last month (born in Port Elizabeth, Rsa; DOB 13/04/83)

Adam BYRNE (30/03/19) ex Leinster, joined Connacht 2021, retired 2023
Biog 1
TRIES IN 2 OF HIS 3 CHAMPIONS CUP GAMES THIS SEASON
Biog 2
YOUNGEST LEINSTER PLAYER ON DEBUT IN 2012
Biog 3
WON HIS ONLY IRELAND CAP v ARGENTINA HERE IN 2017
Commentary Notes
5 TRIES IN 12 PREVIOUS APPEARANCES THIS SEASON
PLAYED FOR IRELAND 7s IN OLYMPIC QUALIFYING
Biog 1 – TODAY IS JUST HIS 5th CHAMPS CUP APPEARANCE IN THE LAST 2 YEARS! Yellow card in only one last season v Montpellier in October 2017 
Last Season
13 PRO14 apps (1 try) 
2016/17
Try v Con (H) in Oct; 3 tries v Zeb (A) & 1 v Sca (A) in str PRO12 games in Nov; made 13 breaks in the Champions Cup, a figure only topped by a trio of stars from the Top 14; 2 tries v Saints in Dec 2016
2015/16
2 tries in 3 PRO12 apps & 4 in 4 B&I Cup games (Inc tries at Ealing & Moseley)
Club Career
9 previous Champions Cup games (all starts, 5tries) – all Lein
42 previous PRO14 games (34 starts, 13 tries) – all Lein
Leinster debut in Dec 2012 v Connacht (H)
Began playing at Naas
International Career
1 Ireland Cap (1 start, 0 tries) – debut v Argentina (H), Nov 2017
Ex-Ireland U20 (2013 World Junior Champs)
Miscellaneous
Begged his mum to not send him to a rugby school, as he wanted to play Gaelic football!
Younger brother, Sam Byrne, is currently on the books at Everton and has represented Ireland U21
Lived with Leinster team-mates Josh van der Flier, Peter Dooley & Tom Daly
Age Will be 25 in April (born in County Kildare; DOB 10/04/94)





Lee BYRNE (May 2013) ex Clermont, joined Dragons 2014, retired 2014
BIOG 1
SCORED TWO TRIES IN 42-16 WIN v MONTPELLIER IN ROUND 20
BIOG 2
10 TRIES IN 46 CAPS FOR WALES
BIOG 3
ONE TRY IN 14 TOP 14 MATCHES IN 2012/13
Commentary Notes
DOB 01/06/80
Full back
Born in Bridgend
Played rugby league as a youngster for Bridgend Blue Bulls
Made his name with the Scarlets in the Celtic League
Made his international debut v NZ in 2005
Key part of Wales’ Grand Slam Six Nations team in 2008
Signed a three-year deal with Clermont ahead of 2011/12 season
Played in first test for Lions v South Africa in 2009
Joining Newport Gwent Dragons at the end of the season
TRY AND YELLOW IN 40-11 WIN v BORDEAUX IN RD 8

Yannick CABALLERO (19/01/20 - Capt) ex Castres, retired Jun 2019
Biog 1
10th SEASON OF 2nd SPELL WITH CASTRES
Biog 2
MADE 250th TOP 14 APPEARANCE IN OCTOBER
Biog 3
10 YEARS SINCE ONLY FRANCE CAP
Commentary Notes
Try on EPCR debut for Montauban v Petrarca Padova in Oct 2006
Last EPCR try was almost 6 years ago v Glasgow in Dec 2012
Last Season
17 Top 14 apps (14 starts, 0 tries)
Club Career
48 previous EPCR games (5 tries) 
252 previous Top 14 games (7 tries) 
Re-joined Castres in 2009 
Made over 100 apps for Montauban 2005-09, including winning promotion from PRO D2 in 2006
Began career with Castres but didn’t get many chances initially so moved to Montauban in 2005
International Career
1 France cap 
Won his one and only cap for France v Australia back in 2008
Miscellaneous
He has a passion for motorbikes!
Age Will be 36 in April (born in Castres; DOB 03/04/83)

Benoit CABELLO (May 2014) ex Clermont, joined Perpignan 2014, retired 2015
BIOG 1
SCORED A TRY IN 47-14 WIN v RACING IN ROUND 12
BIOG 2
FORMER RACING, STADE FRANCAIS AND BOURGOIN HOOKER
BIOG 3
FORMER FRANCE A INTERNATIONAL
Commentary Notes
DOB 27/02/80
Born in Perpignan
Hooker
Began his career at Racing Metro
Moved across town to Stade Francais in 2002
Saw little action at either of the Paris clubs and headed for Bourgoin in 2003
Made over 100 appearances for Bourgoin in five seasons there
Moved to Clermont in 2008 and was a member of the squad that won the Top 14 in 2010
Had a brief spell at Brive in 2010-11, scoring two tries in 13 Top 14 matches, but returned to Clermont
Has played for France A a couple of times against Italy and Ireland
MADE 16 APPEARANCES IN TOP 14 IN 2012/13


Matt CAIRNS (31/10/2010) – ex Harlequins
Biog
189th PREM APPEARANCE
Commentary Notes
Made 155 PREM appearances for Saracens
PREM debut May 1999 (Joe Marler was 8 years old…)

Rodrigo CAPO ORTEGA (24/01/15) ex Castres, retired Jun 2020
Biog 1
2 TRIES IN 58-13 WIN v QUINS HERE IN JAN 2005
Biog 2
9 TRIES IN 38 CAPS FOR URUGUAY
Commentary Notes
This Season
Try v Toulon in Nov
Last Season
Signed a new 2-year contract
Club Career
45 previous EPCR games (14 tries) – all for Castres
Second row/back row
Signed for Castres in 2002 and has been at the club for over a decade, making over 200 appearances
Used to play for the Carrasco Polo Club in Uruguay
International Career
9 tries in 38 caps for Uruguay
Made his international debut v Chile in 2000
Started four times for his country at the 2003 World Cup and scored a try v South Africa – not played in a World Cup since
Age Was 34 in Dec (DOB 08/12/80, Born in Montevideo)

Danny CARE (18/05/25) ex-Harlequins, final game of career, named on bench but allowed to wear No.9
Biog 1
294TH PREM APPEARANCE
Biog 2
101 ENGLAND CAPS
Biog 3
19 SEASONS WITH HARLEQUINS
Commentary Notes
Quins have agreed special dispensation with the PREM & Exeter for Care to wear 9 on the bench, with Will Porter donning the No.21 shirt as a starter
Biog 1 – 2ND ON PREM APPEARANCES LIST behind Wigglesworth; 39y 136d; only 7: Brad Thorn (40), Paul Turner, Jimmy Gopperth, Peter Stringer, Chris Budgen, Richard Wigglesworth & Mike Brown (all 39, older by days) have been older PREM players; Broke Nick Easter’s record in Sep 2024 to become Quins’ Oldest ever PREM player 
5TH ON PREM TRY LIST with 85 (83 for Quins, 2 for Leeds),: only 4 wings: Ashton, Varndell, Wade & Cueto ahead of him; Record pts, tries & DGs for any PREM scrum-half 
Biog 2 – Retired, 1 of 7 England men’s centurions: Leonard, Youngs, Farrell, Cole, Lawes & George
18 PREM YELLOW CARDS ….Only David Paice (20) more; 6 YC in 2021/22 broke Garath Archer’s PREM rec for YCs in a campaign set in 2002/03!! Rec YC in 4 straight PREM games Feb-Apr 2022
Record 39 PREM tries at The Stoop; at least 1 try in record 18 different PREM seasons (17 on the trot BUT YET TO SCORE IN THE PREM THIS TERM); 
CAPTAINCY RECORDS: PREM: PL 28 W 15 D 1 L 12; CHAMPIONS CUP: PL 1 W 0 L 1
Only man to play in all 16 editions of the “Big Game”
Last Season
Try v Sal (H), YC v Bth (A) & try v Glo (Tw) Dec, try v Uls (H) Jan, YC v Sar (THS), YC v Nor (Tw), new deal; 1st Cmps Cup SF
2022/23
Try v Leic (H) Oct, 2T v Glo (H) Nov, 12 PREM try assists 
2021/22
Try v New (A) R1, try v Sal (A) Oct, YC v Nor (Tw) Dec; try v Glo (A) Jan, Rec 6 YC, try in 5th PREM PO
2020/21
12 PREM tries (2nd), 17 try assists (1st), MoM v Nor (A) Aug; POTM Mar; 4th PREM PO, 2nd PREM Final
2019/20 
Out 2 mths at start of season (ankle surgery) & missed 2 games in Aug 2020 (back injury)
2018/19
Try in 3 str games in Sep v Nor (A), Bth (H) & Bri (A); 250th Har app v Sar (H) Oct
2017/18
Try v Lir (Tw) & Leic (H) Sep, Wor (H) in Oct; 2T v Nor (Tw) Dec; try v Was (H) & Lar (A) Jan; 14 assts
2015/16
200th Quins app v Saints (A) in Mar; 150th PREM app (inc. Leeds games) in May
Club Career
293 prev PREM (254s, 85T, 449p, 8DG, 18YC) – 83T & 8DG (439p) in 287 Har, 2T (10p) in 6 Lee
72 prev Champions Cup games (62s, 17T, 2 dgs, 4YC) – 17T (81 pts) in 69 Har, 0 pts in 3 Lee
29 prev Challenge Cup games (23 sts, 11 tries, 1 conv, 57 pts) – all Har 
2 prev EPCR Shield games (2 starts, 1 try, 4 conv, 13 pts) – all Lee
Most Har tries 2012/13 (12 in all games), broke PREM SH try rec in 2014; 
Joined from Leeds in 2006, Har debut Sep 2006 v Glo (H)
International Career
101 England caps (43 s, 15T, 3 DG, 84 pts, 3YC) - deb v Nzl (A) Jun 2008, last v Fra (Lyn) Mar 2024
Eng’s 2nd most capped scrum half (behind Ben Youngs); Eng record for most Tests as repl
3 tries in 2017 6N, 8 Eng tours - Only tours missed from 2008-2023: 2013 (Arg), 2018 (RSA)
Try in Grand Slam clincher v France 2016; RWC debut v Uru 2015, Broke toe Aug 2011
World Cup Record
7 games (1 try, 5 pts) - v Uru at Etihad Stadium in 2015, 6 in 2023
Miscellaneous
Fine Schoolboy footballer - Sheff Wed Academy (was in same side as Jamie Vardy)
Age Was 39 in January (born in Leeds, DOB 02/01/87)



Manuel CARIZZA (08/12/18) ex Lyon, retired after this game
Biog 1
PLAYING THE FINAL GAME OF HIS CAREER
Biog 2
RUNNER-UP IN 2010 FINAL WITH BIARRITZ
Biog 3
TRY v GLASGOW FOR RACING 92 IN JANUARY 2016
Commentary Notes
Playing the final game of his career today…came in as medical joker for Virgile Bruni
He was cited for striking Jarrod Evans in Rd 1 & banned for 3 weeks (reduced by 50% from 6 weeks) but EPCR didn’t announce a return to play date as he was “due to retire from the game shortly”; 
ONLY 1 PREVIOUS START THIS SEASON; SIGNED FROM RACING THIS SEASON
Biog 2 - Runner-up in 2010 Champions Cup final for Biarritz v Toulouse
Biog 3 – His last EPCR try 
2015/16
1st EPCR game for Racing in Dec; try v Glasgow in Jan; 20 Top 14 apps
Club Career
35 previous Champions Cup games (3 tries) – 0 in 1 Lyo, 1 in 13 for Rac, 2 in 21 for Bia
1 previous Challenge Cup game (0 tries) –for Bia
165 previous Top 14 games (6 tries, 3 YC) – 0 in 3 Lyo, 1 in 58 Rac, 4T & 3YC in 102 for Bia
17 previous Super Rugby games (0 tries) – all for Sto 
Joined Racing in 2015
Won 2014 Currie Cup with Western Province
Signed for the Stormers in SA in 2014 but injured his wrist in 2nd match and missed next 3 months
Played a season with Racing before heading home to Tucuman in Argentina in 2013
Spent 7 years at Biarritz from 2005-12
International Career
46 Argentina caps (1 try) – debut v Rsa (Buenos Aires) Dec 2004, last cap v Aus (Mendoza) Jul 2015
Played in 2011 World Cup, missed the cut for 2015
Age Was 34 in August (born in Rosario, Arg; DOB 23/08/84)

Matt CARRARO (21/10/16) ex Toulon, released & retired Jan 2017, PE Teacher in Sydney
Biog 1
11 TRIES IN 51 PREM GAMES FOR BATH
Biog 2
TRY IN DRAW v LA ROCHELLE 2 WEEKS AGO
Biog 3
SIGNED FROM WARATAHS IN AUGUST
Commentary Notes
Last EPCR try came 6 years ago, for Bath v Ulster in Dec 2010
This Season
Joined Toulon in Aug as medical joker for Ayumu Goromaru
6 Top 14 games (1 try);  Saracens (H) was 1st Euro app for 4 years – last before that was for Montpellier v Cardiff Blues in Dec 2012
3 tries in 15 games for Waratahs in 2016 Super Rugby
Club Career
14 previous EPCR games (3 tries) – 0 in 1 for Toulon, 0 in 2 for Montpellier, 3 in 11 for Bath
15 previous Top 14 games (2 tries) – 1 in 5 for Toulon, 1 in 10 for Montpellier
53 previous Super Rugby games (7 tries) – 7 in 50 for Waratahs, 0 in 3 for Brumbies
51 previous PREM games (11 tries) – all for Bath
Signed for Toulon in 2016 as a medical joker for Ayumu Goromaru
Re-joined Waratahs in 2014
Signed for Montpellier in 2012 but made just 12 apps for them
Was injured during his debut season at Bath using a knife in his kitchen & needed stitches!
Joined Bath in 2009 from NSW Waratahs
Played for Brumbies (2007) & Waratahs (2008-09) in Super Rugby
International Career
Ex-Australia A
Age Was 32 in August (Born in Gosford, NSW, Aus; DOB 04/08/84)


Bob CASEY (02/09/17 – LIR v HAR)
Record 172 PREM games in the L Irish second row
Led London Irish in 2009 PREM final
Only lost 1 of 5 PREM games as L Irish capt v Quins
Notes
Club Career
172 PREM games (4 tries) – all for l Irish
Only 4 men have played more PREM matches for Irish, played most of them alongside Nick Kennedy
Led them to the semi-final of the Champions Cup (losing to Toulouse at Twickenham) & the final of the PREM in 2009 but lost against at HQ, this time to Leicester.
London Irish skipper for three years – said he felt “liberated” to have the responsibility taken off him
Voted London Irish 'Players' Player of the Season' in 2003-04 and was supporters' choice in 2004-05.
Joined London Irish in 2002
Started professional career at Leinster
International Career
7 Ireland caps (1 try) – debut v Aus (H) Oct 1999, last cap v USA (Santa Clara) May 2009
Won his 6th & 7th caps on the 2009 North America tour - 9 years after his 5th (Paul O'Connell and Donncha O'Callaghan dominated the second-row positions).
Age Was 39 in July (born in Dublin, Ire; DOB 18/07/78)

Tommaso CASTELLO (09/03/19 – Ita v Eng) ex-Zebre, Retired Dec 2021
International Career
17 Ita Caps (16 starts, 0 tries) - debut v Argentina in Santa Fe in June 2016
TWICKENHAM DEBUT & 2nd TEST v ENGLAND (other 2018)
LAST ROUND IRE WAS FIRST TIME OFF BENCH FOR ITALY
PLAYED IN 16 OF LAST 18 TESTS INC TODAY (only missed Ire in Chicago & Wales in Rd 2)… started the previous 14
MADE HIS SIX NATIONS DEBUT v ENGLAND IN RD 1 2018
Started all 3 Nov Tests in 2017
Played in Catania, Florence and Padova in November 2017 & then Stadio Olimpico v Eng in Rd 1 of 2018 6N, so 4 Italian grounds in first 4 home Tests!
Scored his first tries for Zebre in 2017/18, v Kings (a) in P14 in Sep & Pau (h) in Chal Cup in Oct
Club Career
Joined Zebre in summer after featuring several times for them last season
1st EPCR try was v Bath in Dec 2012 for Calvisano
Calvisano 2011-16
Age: 27 	DoB: 14/08/1991, born in Genova, Ita


Martin CASTROGIOVANNI (07/12/14) ex Toulon, joined Racing 2015, retired Dec 2016
Biog
2 TRIES IN 42 EPCR GAMES FOR TIGERS
Biog 2
97 PREM APPEARANCES FOR LEICESTER
Commentary Notes
Making first return to Welford Road since leaving in summer 2013
Last Season
18 Top 14 apps, 7 as starter
8 appearances in Europe, 3 as starter
Club Career
Joined Toulon in summer of 2013
5 tries in 97 PREM appearances for Leicester
Was named PREM player of season in 2007
Won the PREM with Leicester in 2007, 2009, 2010 and 2013
Signed for Leicester in 2006
Won the Italian Championship with Calvisano in 2005
Played for Calvisano 2001-06
International Career
12 tries in 107 caps for Italy
Was Italy’s top try scorer in the 2008 Six Nations
Scored a hat-trick for Italy v Japan in 2004
Made his Italy debut v New Zealand in Hamilton back in 2002
Former Argentina U19 and U21 international
Miscellaneous
Co-owns an Italian restaurant in Leicester and one in Market Harborough with Geordan Murphy – they’re called Timo
Age Was 33 in October (born in Parana, Arg)

George CATCHPOLE (29/10/16) ex Leicester, retired 2018
Biog 1
1at appearance this season
Biog 2
Won World Junior title with England in 2014
Commentary Notes
Last Season
Only PREM starts of campaign were in Rd 1 & Rd 22! EPCR debut in Nov v Treviso
2014/15
Made PREM debut v Gloucester in Feb as a starter; made run of starts early in 2015…AW v Saints & Cardiff Blues & 3 in the PREM, v Glouc & L Irish in Feb & L Welsh in Apr
2013/14
Made PREM 7s debut in 2013; Tigers first team debut v Ospreys (H) in LV in Nov 2013 (started at centre) & also started in LV v Bath (H) in Jan 2014 on the wing; played for Nottingham in the Championship on loan
Club Career
7 previous PREM games (5 starts, 0 tries) – all for Leicester
1 previous EPCR game (0 tries, repl v Treviso Nov 2015)
Was an unused replacement in AW Cup for Leicester in 2012/13 but then suffered a thigh hernia early in 2013 which required an operation and ruled him out for the rest of the campaign
Joined the Leicester Tigers Academy as a 16yo
Began as a mini at Norfolk club North Walsham (as did the Youngs brothers) – started out as a prop, apparently
International Career
Ex-England U16, U17, U18, U19 & U20 (won World title in 2014)
Miscellaneous
Younger brother, William, has been involved with the Tigers’ Elite Player Development Group (EPDG). Second cousin is Jim Evans (ex-Harlequins, England U21 & England Saxons Lock)
Age Will be 23 in January (Comes from near Great Yarmouth, Norfolk; DOB 22/01/94)

Nathan CATT (06/04/19) ex Bath, retired Nov 2020 due to injury, joined Bath Academy coaching staff Dec 2020
Biog 1
Try in 3 of his last 6 PREM games
Biog 2
Started 16 of the 18 PREM games this season
Biog 3
3 PREM tries this season
Commentary Notes
Biog 3 – Had only 3 tries in 106 PREM apps before this season!
Yet to get YC in PREM or Europe (1 in the AW Cup)
This Season
Only missed 4 PREM/Cmps Cup games
Last Season
Just 2 PREM apps, only start v Gloucester in Oct 
2016/17
Only PREM games missed Newcastle (H) in Sep, Exeter (A) in Oct & Bri (A) in Feb – started others apart from repl v Wor (H) in Sep; MoM v Bri (H) & try v Har (A) in Nov; Bath players’ player of year
2015/16
Was out for 11 months with a shoulder injury until Nov; signed new deal in Dec
2014/15
Ruled out of start of season after summer neck operation; made just 5 apps before being ruled out for season in Nov with shoulder problems (dislocation and torn rotator cuff) 
2013/14
Picked up an injury after being a sub in the opening two games, ruled out for 6 weeks; MoM v Wasps in Nov; 100th Bath game in Mar; put his hand up to play hooker in 2nd half v Saints in May when Webber & Batty injured – otherwise Bath would have been down to 14 men: toured NZ with England
Club Career
122 previous PREM games (61 starts, 6 tries) – all Bth
14 previous Champions Cup games (5 sts, 0 tries) – all Bth 
13 previous Challenge Cup games (8 sts, 0 tries) – all Bth
Yellow card v Quins in AW semi at Stoop Mar 2013; Injured v Sarries Nov 2010 – ruled out for 4 mths
International Career 
Named in England 2017 Six Nations squad
Toured New Zealand with England in 2014 before spending a year out with neck/shoulder injury
England Saxons, helped them win the 2010 Churchill Cup
Part of successful England U20 side in 2008 (also played for Eng U18, U19 and the Saxons)
Age Was 31 in January (born in Bristol, DOB 06/01/88)



Tom CATTERICK (07/08/16 PREM 7s Finals) ex Newcastle, retired 2017
Biog 1
MADE 50th PREM APPEARANCE v SARACENS IN MAY
Biog 2
CAPTAINED FALCONS ON 2014 PREM 7s FINALS DAY
Commentary Notes
Also played in 2013 PREM 7s
Scored 7 tries in all in PREM 7s so far – inc v Sale & Worc in qualifying this year
Last Season
9 PREM appearances, 15 pts, 1 try (v Worcester)
5 EPCR appearances, 19 pts
2014/15
13 PREM games (10 starts) – 74 points
Led Newcastle in 2014 PREM 7s (player of round in Gp D at Darlington & reached Finals night); His 4th season in the Newcastle first team squad; 1st senior start at 10 at home to Stade Francais in Dec
Club Career
50 previous PREM games (101 pts, 5 tries) – all for Newcastle
21 previous EPCR games (66 pts, 2 tries) – all for Newcastle
Made just seven appearances in the 2011/12 relegation season (one start), yellow card v L Irish
Made first PREM start v Saracens in Oct 2011
Suffered a broken jaw in 2010/11
Scored his 1st PREM points as a 19yo sub in May 2010 v Wasps (H) & kicked a conversion – it was Carl Hayman’s last game for Falcons
Newcastle Falcons Academy graduate
International Career
England U16, U18, U19 & U20 international
Age Will be 26 in October (born in Darlington, DOB 18/10/90)

Darren CAVE (07/12/19 – Uls v Har) 
RETIRED IN MAY AFTER RECORD 229 APPEARANCES FOR ULSTER
12 TRIES IN 49 EPCR APPEARANCES FOR ULSTER
PLAYED IN 2012 CHAMPIONS CUP FINAL v LEINSTER 
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – EQUALLED ANDREW TRIMBLE’S RECORD IN FINAL GAME FOR PROVINCE v GLASGOW; 6th to 200 Ulster apps, made debut in Apr 2007; Overtook Roger Wilson’s tally of 221 to go 2nd in Ulster’s all-time appearance list in Feb
LAST SEASON WAS HIS 11th OF CHAMPIONS CUP RUGBY
Last Season
TRY v MUNSTER IN SEPTEMBER – Only snag was that was Ulster’s only try at Thomond Pk and 9 went in at other end (64-7)!; CAPTAINED ULSTER v LEINSTER IN ROUND 21
Went off with rib injury v Kings & had 4 injections to be fit for Champions Cup QF, then picked up facial injury v Leinster too
2017/18
Signed 1-yr contract extension in April
Only 2 Champs Cup starts v Lar (A) in Oct & Was (A) in Jan
2016/17
Just 3 Champs Cup games
TRY IN 22-17 WIN AWAY AT GLASGOW IN SEPTEMBER 2016
2015/16
Only 2 Champs Cup games 
2014/15
20 PRO12 games (3 tries)
Signed a new contract until 2018 in Dec 2014
2013/14
5 tries in 20 apps in PRO12
Played in all 7 matches in Europe
Club Career
180 previous PRO12/14 games (143 starts, 33 tries, 2 convs, 169 pts, 3YC) – all Uls
49 previous Champions Cup games (12 tries) – all Uls
Ulster debut v Border Reivers in April 2007 (33-9 win)
Came through the Ulster academy
International Career
11 Ireland caps (2 tries) - debut v Can (Vancouver) Jun 2009, last cap v Rom (Wembley) Sep 2015
Started 1 game at RWC 2015, v Romania at Wembley in front of record crowd
Try v Wales in RWC warm-up in Aug 2015
Scored first international try v Canada in June 2013
Miscellaneous
Blackburn fan - president of the Northern Ireland Blackburn Rovers Supporters Association!
Age Was 32 in Apr (born in Holywood, Nir; DOB 05/04/87)



Josh CHARNLEY (16/02/18) ex-Sale, joined Warrington Wolves Mar 2018
Biog 1
Last Saturday was 1st PREM start since September
Biog 2
24 tries in 32 games for Wigan in 2016 
Biog 3
135 tries for Wigan in Super League (2010-16)
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 - Very different ball game for him – 4 tries in 32 previous apps (22 starts) for Sale (all comps)
Frequent rumours that he will go back to RL
This Season
try v Lir (H) in Sep; try v Sca (A) in AW in Feb; 3 turnovers v Lir (A) in Feb – most in Rd 14
Last Season
RU debut as repl v Was (H) in AW & missed 3/8 tackles on PREM debut (started) v Was (A) in Nov; 1st try v Nor (H) in Mar; YC v Leic (A) in Apr; try v Bth (H) in May
2016 (Wigan Warriors RL)
Try in Super League Grand final victory at Old Trafford in Oct; 24 tries in 32 games (kicked 2 goals)
Club Career
17 previous PREM games (10 starts, 3 tries) – all for Sale
10 previous EPCR games (9 starts, 0 tries) – all for Sale
Joined Sale in Oct 2016
5 tries v Widnes in Jun 2014
43 tries in 2013 (Wigan won the Challenge Cup/Super League double)
31 tries in 2012 (Wigan finished top of the regular season)
27 tries in 2011, inc. 1 in RL Chall Cup final win v Leeds at Wembley, named Wigan Player of the Year
Try on Wigan debut v Hull KR (A) in Aug 2010
Loaned to Hull KR in 2010 ( 5 tries across 5 games)
Short spell with Blackpool Panthers on dual registration in 2010 (5 tries in 3 games)
Product of the Wigan Warriors youth academy system
Began RL career for famous junior club Wigan St Patrick
International Career
7 England RL caps (8 tries) – 4 tries on debut v Wal 2012
Played in 2013 World Cup (2T v Fra in QF)
Miscellaneous
Played alongside Sale coach Paul Deacon for Wigan in his early days at the club
Age Will be 27 in June (born in Chorley, Lancs; DOB 26/06/91)

Luke CHARTERIS (20/01/19 Capt) ex Bath, retired Jun 2019
[bookmark: _Hlk535681065]Biog 1
MADE 1st START FOR 3 MONTHS LAST WEEK
[bookmark: _Hlk535682603]Biog 2
MADE 17 TACKLES IN WIN v WASPS LAST WEEK
Biog 3
74 WALES CAPS, LAST v FRANCE IN MARCH 2017
Commentary Notes
LED BATH TO VICTORY v QUINS IN SEPTEMBER – Last March became the 34th man to lead Bath in the PREM, and the 4th Welshman (after Jonathan Humphreys, Richard Webster and Rhys Priestland) – that was his last PREM app
SCORED 1st TRY FOR 7 YEARS LAST JANUARY v BENETTON - PREVIOUS TRY CAME FOR DRAGONS IN AW CUP v SCARLETS IN FEB 2011!
This Season
2 PREM starts v Quins (Capt) & Nor
Last Season
HIA failure v Was (A) in Oct – out for 2 wks; Didn’t play v Wor (A) in Jan due to artificial pitch; led Bth for 1st time in Jan v New (H) in AW
2016/17
Missed PREM Rds 4-6 (leg infection); Missed Ben game in Oct (illness)
2015/16 (for Racing 92)
Played in all 5 of Wal’s games at the World Cup & only missed 1 game in 6N, most tackles in Champs Cup; 1st EPCR final
2014/15 (for Racing 92)
13 Top 14 appearances, 0 tries
Club Career
25 previous PREM games (21 starts, 0 tries) – all Bth 
58 prev EPCR games (3 tries) – 1 in 9 Bth, 0 in 16 Rac, 0 in 4 Per, 2 in 29 Dra
41 previous Top 14 games (0 tries) – 21 for Rac, 20 for Per 
82 previous PRO12 games (2 tries) – all for Dra
Joined Bath in 2016
Signed for Racing from Perpignan in the summer of 2014
Was captain of the Dragons in 2011-12
Moved on to Dragons in 2003 and spent almost a decade there before signing for Perpignan in 2012
Began his career with Scarlets 2001-2003
International Career
74 Wales caps (0 tries) - debut v Rsa (Cardiff) Nov 2004, last cap v Fra (A) Mar 2017
Broken Paul James’s record for most Wales Test without scoring a try
Appeared in 2 World Cups: 2011 & 2015
Miscellaneous
Refuses to play on artificial surfaces, ruling out games at Newcastle, Saracens & Worcester
Age Will be 36 in March (born in Camborne, Cornwall, Eng; DOB 09/03/83)

Ross CHISHOLM (07/04/21) ex Harlequins, retired Jun 2023
Biog 1
TRY IN DEFEAT AT ULSTER IN DECEMBER 2017
Biog 2
STARTED BOTH GAMES v ULSTER 2020/21
Biog 3
ONLY 3rd APPEARANCE LAST SEASON (ALL COMPS)
Commentary Notes
Biog 3 – 7 starts at full back 2020/21 due to Mike Brown injury
Best PREM run of starts is 8 in 2015/16
123rd FIRST TEAM APPEARANCE
Last Season 
Only app v Mun (A) & on Boxing Day
2020/21 
Try v Glo (H) Dec; Try in PREM Cup semi-final win at Sandy Park
2018/19 
New contract in Jan, Try in win v Bri (H)Feb 
2017/18
Seasonal bow as repl in AW v Wor (H) & started both PREM games in Nov; Conc v Was Feb 
2016/17 
new deal in Apr; out for last 2 mths; only 4 PREM apps
2015/16
2T v Glo (Tw) Dec, Wor (A) Jan 1st PREM st 9 mths, try v Nor (H), YC v Glo (A) Feb – 12 str sts Jan-Mar
2014/15
Started both AW games & 3 in PREM in Nov; repl v Lein (A) in Dec – 1st Euro game for 3 years
2013/14
Ruled out for 8 months until repl v Sale in Apr after suffering knee injury during PREM 7s in Aug 2013 
Club Career
74 previous PREM games (46 starts, 13 tries) – all Har
11 previous Champions Cup games (2 tries) – all Har
9 previous Challenge Cup games (5 tries) – all Har 
Try in 2013 PREM semi v Leicester at Welford Road (only try in 2012/13)
Ruled out with knee injury v Leicester in Sep 2012 until making his comeback in the AW in Jan 2013
2 tries at Kingsholm in 2011/12, one a sensational effort from own 22…dropped a week later!
6 PREM apps (all repl) & 2T on full debut in Chall Cup in 2010/11; 6T in 2011 PREM 7s 
Started out at Haywards Heath
International Career
Ex-England U18 full-back; boasts a try v Belgium, playing for Sussex, in 2008
Miscellaneous
Dad, Peter, is ex-manager of England U18 football team but all his three sons (Ross is the oldest) are rugby players; brother James also in Quins squad; Coached the Sussex county team in 2016/17
Age Was 30 in October (born in Cuckfield, Sussex; DOB 19/10/90)



George CHUTER (14/04/14) – Day he retired, ex-Leicester Tigers
Biog
PLAYED IN 17 PREM SEASONS
Commentary Notes
Mike Tindall & Andy Hazell were the only other men to do all the first 17 PREM seasons
The final player who played in the inaugural round on August 24 1997 to call it a day (played for Saracens v Sale at Heywood Road, 21yo Chuter came off the bench to join a team that included Sella, Lynagh, Pienaar and Hill…Steve Diamond was the opposing hooker that day; 14 pts from Lynagh and a Diprose try saw them to victory)
Inducted into the PREM’s Hall of Fame during 2013/14
Club Career
262 PREM appearances…The first man to reach 250 (Chuter retired the day after Steve Borthwick claimed his record); 292 games in all comps for Tigers
Appeared in seven PREM finals (won 3, lost 4) during 14 PREM seasons with Leicester
Helped the club reach four Heineken Cup finals
Played 66 times for Saracens in the first three seasons of the PREM (1997-2000), won the English Cup with them in 1998 at Twickenham as a 21yo
Captained Leicester during the 2011 World Cup
Tigers debut in March 2001
His longest spell injured was just three weeks (Knee, after 2007 World Cup)
International Career
24 England caps (13 of those as a sub); debut v Aus in 2006 in Sydney, sub in both Tests v Australia in June 2010 (last caps); Sub in 2007 World Cup Final; member of England’s 2011 World Cup training squad; 16 caps across Saxons & various age group levels
Miscellaneous
Wanted to be a cricketer when he was a lad (had a trial for Surrey)…his Dad played for Kent Schoolboys alongside Alan Knott and Derek Underwood
Age Will be 38 in July – born at the height of the blazing summer of 1976..

LORENZO CITTADINI (21/05/16 – PREM PO) ex Wasps, joined Bayonne Jul 2016
Biog 1
TRY IN DEFEAT v EXETER IN DECEMBER
Biog 2
MADE 3 STARTS FOR ITALY IN 2016 SIX NATIONS
Biog 3
2 YELLOW CARDS & 1 RED CARD THIS SEASON 
Commentary Notes
This Season
Sent off v Gloucester (H) in Nov for striking Twelvetrees at bottom of ruck (subsequent 1-week ban – missed win in Dublin), tries v Leicester (1st PREM try) & Exeter; YC v Leinster (H) in Jan
Last Season
1st campaign for Wasps – 21 PREM games – only missed 1 game (Italy call-up) 
Club Career
35 previous PREM games (2 tries, 1 RC) – all for Wasps
49 previous EPCR games (5 tries, 4 yellow cards) – 0 in 13 (2YC) for Wasps, 2 in 23 (2YC) for Treviso, 3 in 13 for Calvisano
Joined Wasps last season
Played 60 times in the PRO12 for Treviso
Ex-Calvisano
International Career
47 Italy caps (2 tries) - debut v Ireland at Croke Park in 2008, last cap v Scotland (H) Feb 2016
Has started just 19 of his 47 Tests
Try v Tonga in Nov 2012 & Aus in Nov 2013
Had to wait over 2 years for his 2nd cap after making his debut
Age Was 33 in December (born in Bergamo, Ita; DOB 17/12/82)



Calum CLARK (26/09/20) ex Saracens, retired Jun 2021
Biog 1
SIGNED NEW 1-YEAR CONTRACT IN JULY
 Biog 2
LED SARACENS IN PREM CUP FINAL LAST SEASON
Biog 3
WON ONLY ENGLAND CAP IN 2015 v FRANCE
Commentary Notes
Plagued by injury in recent years…Out for 16 months 2015-16 (shoulder), arm break v Leicester at end of Feb 2018
Last Season
Try in win v Worcester in December 2018
2017/18
1st Sar try in Oct v Nor (A) in Cmps Cup; 23 tackles v Har (A) Dec – 2nd R10; broke arm v Leic (H) Feb
2016/17 (for Nor)
7th with Saints; Returned from 16 months out v Exe (H) in Sep; try v Mon (H) in Oct; YC v Wor (A) in Nov & subsequent 3-week ban for attempted elbowing of Donncha O’Callaghan at a ruck
2015/16 (for Nor)
No competitive games - Injured shoulder in pre-season game v Wasps in Oct, required operation 
2014/15 (for Nor)
Try v Bth Sep & v Sca (AW) Nov & Lwe Nov; YC v Sal Jan; only missed 1 PREM game; fans & players player
2013/14 (for Nor)
Captained England Saxons; first PREM try in 94th game in Mar broke the longest running sequence before notching a try among current PREM players; 100th PREM game; 1st PREM final
Club Career
170 prev PREM games (128sts 5T 10YC) 1 in 37 Sar, 4T 7YC in 99 (81sts) Nor, 0T 3YC in 34 (19sts) Lee
44 prev Champions Cup games (3 tries) – 1 in 13 Sar, 2 in 31 Nor
15 prev Challenge Cup games (2 tries) – 0 in 2 Nor, 2 in 13 Lee
Joined Saints in 2010 - Named Saints’ Young Player of the Year by the club’s supporters in 2010/11  
Picked by Stuart Lancaster for Leeds v Saracens in Sep 2007…at 18 yrs 3m youngest forward to debut in a PREM game; Developed at the Leeds Academy
Discipline
Banned for 32 wks for hyper-extending Rob Hawkins’ arm in 2012 AW final which led to it breaking
Injuries
Shoulder (out 3 mths early 2013) & 16 mths (2015-16), broken arm Feb 2018
Captaincy
Led Saints at Kingsholm as 21yo in Apr 2011 - their youngest PREM skipper & 3rd youngest ever behind James Gaskell and Alex Sanderson (both 20); Led Saints six times during 2012 Six Nations 
International Career
1 England cap (0 tries) – debut v France (Twickenham) Aug 2015 -missed out on World Cup squad
Selected for England 2013 Six Nations squad, officially as a lock, but injury ruled him out of action although he did join the training sessions in Mar 2013; England Saxons captain 2014
Capt England U20 to final of 2009 World Junior Championship, RC for head butt in 2008 JWC final
Age Was 31 in June (born in Stockton-on-Tees, DOB 10/06/89)

Matt CLARKIN (08/01/16) retired Jul 2016
Biog 1
IN HIS 6th SEASON WITH BORDEAUX
Biog 2
MISSED 3 MONTHS THIS SEASON WITH A KNEE INJURY
Commentary Notes
English-born to a New Zealand family
Just 3 Top 14 games this season (2 starts) – all in Aug/Sep – & 2 in Champions Cup (both starts)
Was out for 3 months this season with a torn patellar tendon but returned in December & started both games v Ospreys
Last Season
18 Top 14 games (15 starts) & 3 in Challenge Cup (1 start) – try v L Welsh in Oct 2014
Club Career
23 Top 14 games in 2013/14
4 tries in 21 appearances in Top 14 in 2012/13
Led Bordeaux to promotion to the Top 14 in 2010/11 – his first season with the club
Signed for Bordeaux in 2010 and was made captain of the team
Moved to France in 2004 to play for Montauban and made over 100 appearances for the club in six seasons there
Miscellaneous
His Dad, Paul Clarkin, was a famous Polo player who died during a game in 2004. Brother John-Paul Clarkin, is a current professional Polo player
Age Was 34 in Jul (DOB 04/07/81, Born in Cirencester)




Marc CLERC (19/01/20) ex Castres prop, retired Jun 2020
Biog 1
PLAYED IN CHAMPIONS CUP FOR 3 CLUBS 
Biog 2
1st CHAMPIONS CUP APP FOR CASTRES LAST MONTH
Biog 3
JOINED FROM BORDEAUJX THIS SEASON
Commentary Notes
Oyonnax, Bordeaux & Castres
Club Career
12 previous Champions Cup games (0 tries)
9 previous Challenge Cup games (0 tries)
Recruited by Castres in 2018
Signed for Bordeaux-Begles in 2016
Joined Oyonnax in 2011 & was a key figure in their rise from obscurity into the Top 14
Spotted by former Oyonnax coach Christophe Urios playing for Bourg-en-Bresse (Federal 1) in 2011, 
International Career
Uncapped
Age Will be 32 in June (DOB 09/06/87)

Vincent CLERC (16/01/16) ex Toulouse, joined Toulon Jul 2016, retired Jun 2018
Biog 1
SCORED JUST 1 EPCR TRY IN LAST 3 YEARS
Biog 2
TOP TRY SCORER IN CHAMPIONS CUP HISTORY
Commentary Notes
Scored at The Rec last season but before that was v Treviso in Jan 2013
Top try scorer in Champions Cup history with 36 – 3 ahead of Brian O’Driscoll
This Season
Has started 11 of the 12 Top 14 games & 2 of 4 in Champions Cup
Try in defeat v Racing Metro in Sep and v Lyon in Nov and 2 v Montpellier in Dec
Last Season
Missed first 16 Top 14 rounds last season after injuring right knee in loss to Clermont in Rd 25
Club Career
80 previous EPCR games (36 tries) - all for Toulouse
Won Top 14 with Toulouse in 2008, 2011 and 2012 and the Heineken Cup in 2003, 2005 and 2010
Scored at least 10 tries in each of first 6 seasons with club until game-time was limited in 2008/09
Was at Grenoble as a youngster but moved to Toulouse in 2002
International Career
67 France caps (34 tries) - debut v South Africa in November 2002
France’s second top try scorer ever – just four behind Serge Blanco and two ahead of current coach Philippe Saint-Andre
Scored three international hat-tricks, v Namibia, Ireland and Canada
Joint top try scorer in 2011 World Cup with 6, alongside Chris Ashton
Played in the World U21 Championship for France in 2002
Miscellaneous
Former Toulouse head coach Guy Noves’ son-in-law…married to eldest daughter, Valerie
Age Will be 35 in May (DOB 07/05/81)

Will CLIFF (30/01/22) ex Sale, retired June 2023
Biog 1
Missed 3 months Last Season (knee)
Biog 2
Try in draw v London Irish in September
Biog 3
13th season with Sale
Commentary Notes
2 seasons with Bristol, promotion and then relegation and spent time with Leeds in 2011/12
Last Season
Try in draw v Lir (A) Sep, out 3 mths Oct-Jan, knee) 
2019/20
4 clean breaks (=1st R13) v Lir (H) Mar; 9 consecutive starts in all comps Jan-Mar
2018/19
2 Try assists v Har (A) R1; Slotted 10 of 17 kicks (all comps, 58%)
2017/18
Try v Wor (A) in AW in Nov; Try v Bth (H) in Dec 1st in PREM since Feb 2013, also try v Cbl (A) in Dec 1st in Europe for almost 6 yrs; try v Sca (A) in AW in Feb; Slotted 11 of 17 kicks (65%, all comps)
2016/17 (for Bristol)
Started PREM Rds 1-7 but on bench 8-10 & then started Rds 11-13
2015/16 (for Bristol)
9 tries in 24 Championship games & 2 B&I Cup appearances (Try in Champs final 2nd leg v Doncaster
Club Career
158 prev PREM games (57 sts, 35 pts, 6T) – 35p (6T) in 143 Sal, 0p in 15 (12 sts) Bri
17 prev Champions Cup games (12 starts, 0 pts) – all Sal
27 prev Challenge Cup games (14 starts, 5 tries, 51 pts) – 5T (51 pts) in 24 Sal, 0 in 3 (2 sts) Bri
Re-joined Sale in 2017 after Bristol relegated
Joined Bristol in 2015, helping them win promotion to the PREM in his first season
Started four of Sale’s six Champions Cup games in 2012/13…handed the poisoned chalice of being scrum-half in back-to-back games v Toulon
Loaned to Leeds in 2012/13
Sale Academy player of year 2007/8 (helped Manchester win promotion on loan that season)
Played in 4 PREM 7s tournaments)
International Career
Uncapped 
Injury Woes
Suffered knee injury in training in Feb 2013 when one of the Sale props fell on his knee, ruled out for rest of the season
Miscellaneous
Comes from the Sale catchment area – lifelong Sale fan
Age Was 33 in October (born in Macclesfield, Cheshire; DOB 17/10/88)
Jack CLIFFORD (03/05/19) – ex Harlequins, shoulder inj in Sep 2019, retired Aug 2020
Biog 1
Played in 19 of the last 20 games in PREM/Europe
Biog 2
Try in win v Tigers here in January 2015
Biog 3
10 England caps, last in February 2017 v Italy
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Inc today; starting 18 of them
15th consecutive PREM appearance – That’s impressive with his injury history
Missed 11 months of rugby over last 3 seasons - Out 4 months 2016/17, 6 months last term (ankle & shoulder trouble) & the opening month this season
Last Season
Called up for Eng camp in Sep (B V’pola repl); inj shoulder v Sal (H) in Oct – out for 5 mths
2016/17
Started Rds 1-3; out 2 mths (ankle); MoM in comeback v Bth (H) Nov; try v Tim (H) & try (MoM) v Glo (Tw) Dec
2015/16
Try v Leic (A) Oct, try v Mon (H) Nov, new contract & try in 3 str games (v Lir & Cal x 2) Dec; try in 2 str games Jan (v Sar & Cbl); 9 tries in 17 games; YC v Lir (A) in May
2014/15
Emergency centre repl v Sar Sep & also repl v Glo & Sal Nov; 1st PREM start v Bth Nov; Try v Nor Dec & Leic & Castres Jan, YC Feb v Was, v Glo Apr & v Bth May
2013/14
1st try (v Sal) in just his 2nd PREM appearance 
Club Career
65 previous PREM games (53 starts, 15 tries, 4YC) – all Har
4 previous Champions Cup games (1 try) – all Har
18 previous Challenge Cup games (6 tries) – all Har
Made PREM debut for Harlequins as repl v Glo (A) in Mar 2013 
Has spent time on loan to Esher in 2010/11 & 2012/13, having been with Ealing in 2009/10
Played in 2010, 2011 & 2012 PREM 7s tournaments
Played at centre before becoming a lock and then a flanker at 18
Began at Cranleigh RFC as an 11yo
International Career
10 England caps (2 starts, 0 tries) – debut v Sco (A) Feb 2016, last cap v Ita (H) Feb 2017
Only England starts: May 2016 v Wal & Feb 2017 v Ita
Ex-England U20 capt 2012 Junior 6N (3T v Fra at Sixways) & 2013 (capt, won tournament), 2013 JWC (won tournament) - Was nominated for IRB Junior player of the year award
Ex-England U18
Miscellaneous
Kenyan Dad & Australian Mum; brother represented GB Lions at American Football
all-round schoolboy athlete - shot, discus & javelin; Arsenal fan
Age Was 26 in February (born in Brisbane, Aus; DOB 12/02/93)

Chris CLOETE (31/12/23) ex Bath, retired Jun 2024
Biog 1
4th PREM START THIS SEASON
Biog 2
OUT FOR 3 MONTHS LAST SEASON WITH FOOT INJURY
Biog 3
YELLOW CARD v SARACENS IN OCTOBER
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 - Sustained v Wasps in Sep 2022; suffered from a neck complaint in 2021/22 for Munster
Last Season
Out 3 mths (Sep-Dec) after foot inj v Was (H) Sep; 1st Bth/Chall Cup try v Gla (A) Jan, 1st PREM try v Sar (H) May 
2021/22 (for Munster)
5 tries in 11 games
2020/21 (for Munster)
14 turnovers in just 508 minutes of action– won  PRO14 Turnover King award
2019/20 (for Munster)
TRIES v CARDIFF BLUES IN NOVEMBER 2019 & CONNACHT IN AUGUST 2020
2018/19 (for Munster)
MAN OF THE MATCH v OSPREYS IN SEPTEMBER…in his 1st game back since February
2017/18 (for Munster)
Mun debut v Dra (Ck) Nov; PoM v Zeb Nov; 1st Mun try v Osp (Ck) Dec; Try in Euro debut v Leic Dec 
Club Career
16 previous PREM games (11 sts, 1 try) – all Bth
11 previous Champions Cup games (8 sts, 1 try) – 0 in 1 Bth, 1 in 10 (7 sts) Mun
2 previous Challenge Cup games (1 start, 1 try) – all Bth
23 previous Super Rugby games (19 starts, 6 tries, 4 YC) – all Kgs
56 previous PRO14/URC games (43 starts, 10 tries, 5 YC) – all Mun
Signed for Bath in 2022
Joined Munster in 2017
Made Super Rugby debut for Southern Kings v Sharks in 2016
4 yellow cards in two seasons for Southern Kings in Super Rugby
Signed for the Nelspruit-based Pumas in 2016
Re-joined Western Province in 2015 & made Currie Cup debut
Played in Sri Lanka club rugby in 2014 & 2015 for Kandy
Hat-trick of tries in Vodacom Cup for WP v Eastern Province in 2013
Joined Western Province in 2013
Suffered broken leg in 2010 (out for a year)
Joined Sharks Academy in Durban in 2009
International Career
Uncapped
South Africa A (Ex-South Africa Schools)
Miscellaneous
Brother Wesley Cloete (prop) has also appeared in the Currie Cup for Griquas
Age Will be 33 in February (born in East London, RSA; DOB 15/02/91) 

Neil COCHRANE (17/04/15) ex Edinburgh, retired May 2018
Biog
CHALLENGE CUP TRY v L WELSH IN DECEMBER
Commentary Notes
This Season
Try v L Welsh on Edinburgh Euro debut in Dec
Club Career
10 previous PRO12 games (0 tries) – all for Edinburgh
4 previous PREM games (0 tries, all as a sub) – all for Wasps in 2012/13
6 previous EPCR games games (1 try) – 1 in 4 for Edinburgh in the 2014/15 Chall Cup, 0 in 2 for Wasps in 13/14 Chall Cup
Recruited by Edinburgh in 2014
Signed for Wasps in 2012 (followed wing Josh Bassett from Goldington Road to Adams Park)
Made 19 appearances for Bedford in 2011/12, reached Championship play-offs
Joined Bedford from Doncaster Knights in 2011
International Career
Ex-Scotland U21 captain 
Age Was 31 in January (born in Edinburgh, DOB 04/01/84)


Ben COHEN (01/04/11) ex Sale, retired 2011
Biog 1
SCORED A TRY v NORTHAMPTON IN NOVEMBER
Biog 2
31 TRIES IN 57 TESTS FOR ENGLAND
Commentary Notes
58 career PREM tries = 290 pts.
50 of those tries were in a decade at Northampton (147 PREM games)
Has now got more PREM tries than England caps (57)
183rd PREM app.

Dan COLE (14/06/25)
Biog 1
FINAL GAME OF PROFESSIONAL RUGBY 
Biog 2
118 ENGLAND CAPS, 3 LIONS TESTS
Biog 3
7TH PREM FINAL
Commentary Notes 
TRY V QUINS HERE LAST CHRISTMAS
LEI RECORD EXTENDING 254TH PREM APPEARANCE, 343RD LEICESTER FIRST TEAM GAME 
38-YEARS-OLD, Brad Thorn (40) & Julian White (38y 295d) only older PREM players for Tigers
CAPTAINCY: PREM PL 3
Biog 1 – Overtook Jason Leonard Jul 2024 as most capped male Eng forward, Ben Youngs (127) only back with more; 55th Championship app in 2024 v Fra, surpassed Leonard as most for Eng
IN APR 2024 PASSED ROWNTREE LEI REC FOR LGE GAMES
PREM REC PROP STARTS (193), 29 PREM E MIDS DERBIES (2nd behind Ben Youngs)
This Season 
1 PREM start (v Glo Jan), Try v Har (Tw) Dec 
Last Season 
Broke Graham Rowntree rec (most Lge apps for Lei) Apr, try v Sal (A) May, repl in 10th PREM PO (W5 L5)
2022/23 
PoM v Nor (A) Sep (after hand in forcing 6 scrum pens), YC (high hit) in 9th PREM PO (W4 L5)
2021/22 
Started all first 15 PREM games until mid-Feb; 200th PREM APP; 8th PREM PO, 6th PREM Final (W4 L2)
2019/20 
Led Tigers twice in Feb 2020
2018/19
7th club career YC v Rac (H) Dec
2017/18
YC v Mun (H) in Dec
2016/17
3rd PREM YC v Was in Jan; 7th PREM PO
2015/16
Before try v Bth (H) in Nov only PREM/Eur career try v Bri at Mem Stadium Mar 2009! YC v Nor
2014/15
Repl v Sal (H) in AW Cup in Nov – first game for 10 mths (neck); 1st start since Jan v Sar in Rd 7
2013/14
PoM v Glo (A) in Nov; inj neck in Feb – ruled out for season & Eng tour
Club Career
253 previous PREM games (193 sts, 5 tries, 7 YC) – all Leic
70 previous Champions Cup games (49 sts, 0 tries, 4 YC) – all Leic
8 previous Challenge Cup games (5 sts, 0 tries) – all Leic 
Played in 5 PREM finals, but just 2 in the starting line-up
1st PREM try v Bri Mar 2009 (only 1 until Nov 2015); Loaned to Bedford & Nottm; Started in back row
International Career
118 England (91 sts, 4 tries, 4YC) - deb v Wal (Car) Feb 2010  repl, last v RSA (Tw) Nov 2024
3 Lions (0 sts, 0 tries) – v Aus 2013; Lions squad for 2017 Nzl tour, didn’t play in Tests
Only Jason Leonard (22)  played in more RWC matches for Eng…Cole 20
1st Test try in 3rd cap v Ire, 2nd on his 61st v France & 3rd in 65th v Aus (to clinch 3-0 win)
Missed out on 2 Grand Slams (2011, 2013) in last game – finally won GS 2016 (started all 5 games)
24 consec Tests Aug 2011-Jun 2013 (Lions Tour), 1st Eng call 2010 6N as cover for Julian White
World Cup Record: 20 games (0 tries) – 5 in 2011, 4 in 2015, 6 in 2019, 5 in 2023
Miscellaneous
Grandfather was a Cumbrian coal miner 
Age Was 38 last month (born in Leicester, DOB 09/05/87)

Joel CONLON (17/11/17) ex Saracens, retired Nov 2018 (neck injury)
Biog 1
Only 2nd PREM appearance this Season
Biog 2
Only 9th PREM app in 3 seasons with Saracens
Biog 3
Won World Junior title with England U20 in 2014
Commentary Notes
2016/17
1st PREM start in Feb
Club Career
8 previous PREM games (3 starts, 0 tries) – all for Sar
Signed for Saracens in 2015
Dual registered with Cornish Pirates in 2014/15 (as he was in 2013/14)
Loaned to Taunton in 2012/13
Full debut was v London Welsh in Nov 2012 (LV= Cup)
Played for Chiefs in 2012 PREM 7s
Joined Exeter Chiefs Academy in 2012
International Career
Ex-England U17, U18 & U20 – won consecutive World Junior Championship titles (2013 & 14 – the latter with Maro Itoje & Henry Taylor)
Try hat-trick v Georgia in 2012 U18 EPCR Championship in Madrid
Age Was 23 in May (born in Taunton, Somerset; DOB 04/05/94)

Andrew CONWAY (23/01/22) ex Munster, retired Nov 2023
Biog 1
TRY IN WIN AT WASPS IN ROUND 1
Biog 2
13 TRIES IN 27 CAPS FOR IRELAND
Biog 3 
HAT-TRICK FOR IRELAND v JAPAN IN NOVEMBER
Commentary Notes
No Champions Cup tries last season
48 TRIES IN 146 PREVIOUS APPEARANCES FOR MUNSTER – Only Zebo and Earls have scored more 
WON PRO12 TITLE WITH LEINSTER IN 2013
Try v Racing home & away & now scored 5 tries v Racing in Champions Cup!
MADE 1st EPCR START AT FULL BACK FOR OVER 2 YEARS IN 2018 SF v RACING, previous in 15 shirt in Europe was v Stade Francais in Jan 2016 
This Season
Try v Connacht on NYD 
2017/18
4 tries in 12 PRO14 games; RC v Con; TRY IN WIN v RACING IN OCTOBER; TRY v TLN IN QF, try v Rac in SF; RED CARD v CONNACHT LAST SEASON – Late hit on Jack Carty in Oct earned a one-week ban 
2016/17
9 tries in 17 PRO12 games, 2 tries in 7 in the Champions Cup (inc QF v Tls)
2015/16
18 PRO12 apps (17 starts); 4 Champs Cup games (all starts)
Tries v Scarlets, Ulster & Cardiff Blues in consecutive games in October; try v Edinburgh in April
2014/15
Try v Sale in Euro debut for Munster in Oct; 3 tries in 5 Champs Cup games
2013/14
4 tries in 12 Pro12 apps; Didn’t feature in Europe
Club Career
141 prev URC games (119 starts, 43 tries)
43 prev Champions Cup games (37 starts, 14 tries)
Signed 2-year deal with Munster in summer 2013
Also won Pro12 title with Leinster in 2013
Won EPCR Challenge Cup with Leinster in 2013 as they beat Stade Francais 34-13 in final
Made EPCR debut v Exeter in Oct 2012
Made Leinster debut in Feb 2010 v Scarlets and set up a try for Jonny Sexton
Joined Leinster Academy before 2009/10 season
International Career
27 Ireland caps (19 starts, 13 tries) - debut v Eng (H) Mar 2017; 
OFF BENCH TWICE FOR IRELAND IN 6 NATIONS 2019
Won IRB Nations Cup with Emerging Ireland in summer 2014 (hat-trick v Russia in first game)
Former Ireland Schools and U20 international
Miscellaneous
Went to same school as Brian O’Driscoll, Garry Ringrose & Leo Cullen
Age Was 30 in July (born in Dublin, DOB 11/07/91) 




Andrew COOMBS (04/04/15) ex Dragons, retired Jun 2016 (knee)
Biog 1
4 TRIES IN CHALLENGE CUP THIS SEASON 
Biog 2
TRY v BLUES IN WIN HERE IN APRIL 2011
Commentary notes
This season
4 tries in 4 Chal Cup games
Scored a brace v Bucharest Wolves (A) in Round 3 and followed it up with another in the return match at Rodney Parade and another v Newcastle in Jan – breaking a try-scoring drought stretching back to Sep 2011 v Aironi
Early part of the campaign was hit by injury and suspension
Last season
Coombs had an excellent first half of the season, leading to international selection in both the autumn of 2013 and Six Nations, but a slight dip in club form saw him miss out on the South Africa series in summer
Played 18 games in all, five of those in the EPCR Challenge Cup where he received one yellow
Club career 
This is his 18th EPCR game – all for Dragons. 4 tries.
A late developer, Coombs played for Dragons’ Principality clubs to establish himself as a member of the squad
Featured for Newport RFC and Pontypool before he broke through to the Dragons team in 2009/10
Has since become a regular and scored first try of regional career against Edinburgh in 2010/11 
International career
Won the last of his 10 Wales caps v England in last year’s Six Nations 
In 2013, a second-row crisis gave Coombs an opportunity in Warren Gatland’s side and he made his debut v Ireland in that season’s Six Nations 
Age: Was 30 in October (born in Merthyr Tydfil; DOB 27/10/84) 

Arthur CORDWELL (31/05/25) ex-Bath. Final game, retired Jun 2025
Biog 1
9 PREM CUP STARTS THIS SEASON
Biog 2
DUE TO RETIRE NEXT MONTH
Biog 3
19TH PREM APPEARANCE
Commentary Notes
YET TO SCORE A TRY FOR BATH (ALL COMPS)
Biog 1 – Started every game of triumphant campaign
Biog 2 – At age of 26……
Lifelong Bath fan who described his debut as a “privilege”
Last season
Dual registered with Coventry
2022/23
6 PREM apps, Dual registered with Coventry
2021/22
1st career start v Glo (A, Prm Cup) Nov, Euro/Cmps Cup debut repl v Lein (Aviva) Dec, played in 8 out of 10 PREM games in early 2022 
2020/21
PREM debut repl v New (A) Mar
2019/20
Bth debut repl v Exe (A, PREM Cup) Sep
Club Career
18 previous PREM games (3 sts, 0 tries) - all Bth
3 previous Champions Cup games (1 st, 0 tries) – all Bth
2 previous Challenge Cup games (1 st, 0 tries) – all Bth 
Signed for Bath Academy in 2017
International Career
Uncapped 
Age Was 26 in March (born in Chester, DOB 03/03/99)







Tom COURT (17/04/16) ex L Irish, retired May 2017
Biog 1
WON LAST OF 32 IRELAND CAPS IN 2013
Biog 2
ONLY MISSED 1 GAME THIS SEASON
Biog 3
YELLOW CARD HERE LAST SEASON
Commentary Notes
Biog 3 – One of 3 YCs last season for Court
Missed just 1 PREM game since joining the club at start of last season
This Season
Played every PREM game (13 starts, inc today), Only game missed v Agen in Jan
Last Season
Only PREM game missed (& not started) was v L Welsh in Feb, Yellow cards v Newcastle (A) in Sep & Saints (A) in Feb, 1st PREM try v L Welsh on Boxing Day
2013/14
Red card v Leinster was for a tip tackle on Devin Toner; made 20 PRO 12 apps 
Club Career
40 previous PREM games (2 tries, 3 YC) – all for L Irish
56 previous EPCR games (1 try) – 0 in 12 for L Irish, 1 in 44 for Ulster
110 previous PRO12 games – all for Ulster
Joined London Irish in 2014
Played for Ulster v Leinster in 2012 Champions Cup final at Twickenham
Recruited by Ulster in 2006
Varied career…Queensland Reds, Manawatu and…Birmingham/Solihull
International Career
32 Ireland caps - debut v Ita, Rome, 2009 – Aussie born, grandfather hails from Limerick 
Has not played for Ireland since Jun 2013
2011 World Cup
Miscellaneous
Schoolboy Shot Putt champion
Age Was 34 in November (born in Brisbane, Aus; DOB 06/11/80)


Matt COX (03/03/19) ex Worcester, retired Jun 2021
Biog 1
Missed 4 months last season (bicep)
Biog 2
Man of the Match v Quins in November
Commentary Notes
WILL BE 31 ON WEDNESDAY 
This Season
Try v Sta (A) Oct; MoM in 1st PREM start for 14 mths & 1st at N8 for 6.5 yrs Nov v Har (H)
Last Season
Bicep injury kept him out Sep-Jan 
2016/17
Only 3 PREM apps 
2015/16
Try v Leic in Dec, YC v Leic in Dec & Was in Jan
2014/15
12 Championship appearances, try v Rot in Oct & Bed in Nov
2013/14 (for Gloucester)
Before start v Wor in Dec, previous PREM start was v Har in Nov 2012; try in Jan v Sar
Club Career
73 previous PREM games (29 starts, 3 tries) – 2 in 37 Wor, 1 in 36 (18 sts) Glo
7 previous Champions Cup games (0 tries) – all Glo
33 previous Challenge Cup games (5 tries, 3YC) – 4 in 28 (2YC) Wor, 1 in 5 (1YC) Glo
Re-joined Worcester in 2014, along with Ryan Mills
Try scorer in Gloucester wins v Fiji in Nov 2012 & Japan in Nov 2013
Sin-binned v Quins at The Stoop in Sep 2011
Joined Gloucester in 2010 from relegated Worcester (only made seven PREM appearances for the Warriors across three seasons)
Played in the 2011 LV= Cup Final victory
Eventful PREM debut – try & yellow card v Wasps in April 2008
Began his career with Worcester
International Career
Uncapped 
Ex-England U19, U20 and Sevens international
Age WILL BE 31 ON WEDNESDAY (born in Redditch, Worcs; DOB 06/03/88)


Sean COX (24/04/15) ex L Irish, retired 2015
Biog
ONLY HIS 4th PREM GAME SINCE CHRISTMAS
Commentary Notes
This Season
L Irish debut v Sale (A) in Nov; started v Bath (H) & Gloucester (H) also in Nov & Wasps in Dec
Last Season (for Edinburgh)
Pretty much 1st choice before Xmas, but not selected at all in the PRO 12 post-Xmas
Club Career
71 previous PREM games (1 try) – 0 in 7 previous for L Irish,  1 in 64 for Sale Sharks
47 PRO12 games (1 try) – all for Edinburgh
Captained Sharks against El Salvador in Spain in a meaningless Challenge Cup fixture in Jan 2011
Played for Sale in PREM 2006-11
International Career
Capped by England from Schools to U21 levels
Was on verge of qualifying for Scotland by residency until being dispensed with by Edinburgh
Age Was 30 in January (born in Lancaster; DOB 16/01/85)

James CRAIG (22/03/19)ex Northampton, retired Jul 2019
Biog 1
Only 2nd PREM appearance this Season
Biog 1
8th season with Saints
Biog 3
Last round was 1st PREM app for 13 months 
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Injury ravaged career…this would be just his 5th PREM app in the last 2 seasons
Just 1 career yellow card, v Sale in Chall Cup QF in Apr 2014 
Last Season 
Only 3 PREM apps + 1 in AW Cup 
2016/17 
Seasonal debut v Glo (H) in AW in Nov
2015/16
PREM apps v Sar in Nov & v Bat in Dec; run of 4 straight starts & 1st career PREM try (v L Irish, H) Feb
2014/15
Started v Bth & L Irish in early autumn; ruled out on match day v Sal in Oct; started v Leic in May
2013/14
RULED OUT FOR 11 MONTHS IN 2013
Ruled out due to injury suffered v Bat in Feb 2013 until Nov 2013 & then injured again in comeback (AW) game; returned  in the AW semi v Sar in Mar; only PREM apps v Bat & Was in May
Club Career
48 previous PREM games (29 sts, 1 try) - 1 in 45 Nor, 0 in 3 (1 start) Lee
13 previous EPCR games (0 tries) – 11 Nor, 2 Lee
Try v Was in the AW in Feb 2012
First PREM start v Exe, Oct 2011
Spent most of 2011/12 on loan to Championship side Doncaster
Joined Saints in 2011
Made just 3 PREM apps for Leeds (relegated in 2010/11) - He claimed his first career try in Leeds’ 38-24 defeat at Franklin’s Gardens in the AW Cup in Feb 2011
Age Was 30 in November (born in Beverley, Yorks; DOB 08/11/88) 

Jordan CRANE (01/03/20) – final app – ex Bristol, retired Jun 2020
Biog 1
1st appearance this season (all comps)
Biog 2
Due to retire at the end of the season
Biog 3
Man of the Match in 2010 PREM final
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Last First Team app was at old stamping ground, Welford Road, 10 months ago
Biog 2 – Now on the coaching staff at Bristol, full-time in the tracksuit from this summer
Biog 3 – Leicester v Saracens
PREM captaincy record: W12 L13 (Bristol W5 L11)
This Season
1 PREM Cup try & 3 Chall Cup tries; try v Nor (A) Mar
Last Season
3 Championship tries
2016/17
150th PREM start in Feb
2015/16 (for Leicester)
Knee injury in early season; 150th PREM game for Tigers in Feb
2014/15 (for Leicester)
Started 5/6 Champions Cup rounds; broke Martin Corry’s record for career PREM starts for Tigers at No.8 in Dec; try v Scarlets in Jan
2013/14 (for Leicester)
In Sep, scored his first PREM tries (v Worcester & Newcastle) since bagging two at Exeter in Jan 2011; skipper in record defeat v Saracens in Dec; try in Heineken QF v Clermont; 6th PREM semi-final
Club Career
197 previous PREM games (163 sts, 22 tries, 8YC) – 1 in 26 Bri, 20 in 154 (129 sts, 7YC) Leic, 1 in 17 (11 sts, 1YC) Lee
52 previous Champions Cup games (8 tries, 2YC) – 8 in 49 (2YC) Leic, 0 in 3 Lee
9 previous Challenge Cup games (3 tries) – 3 in 7 Bri, 0 in 2 Lee
5 previous EPCR Shield games (4 tries) – all Lee
Man of the Match in 2010 final win v Saracens; 5 PREM finals (Won 3, Lost 2), 7 PREM Semis
Missed the whole of 2012/13 due to injury
Man of the match in 2010 final victory v Saracens ; only try scorer and sent to the bin in the 2009 Final win v L Irish, shoot-out hero in 2009 EC semi v Cardiff Blues…He has had more big time Cup experiences than most!!
International Career
3 England caps (0 tries) – debut v Rsa (Tw) Nov 2008, last cap v Aus (Tw) Nov 2009
Only start v Aus in 2009 (others subs v SA Nov 2008 & Arg in Jun 2009 at Old Trafford) – Never played in a Test outside England…but did play one away from Twickenham
Involved in Grand Slams for both England U19 & U21 levels
Age Will be 34 in June (born in Bromsgrove, Worcs; DOB 03/06/86) 


Alex CROCKETT (17/09/11) – ex Worcester, joined Newcastle 2012, retired 2014
Biog 1
TRIES FOR BATH IN BOTH HIS LAST 2 VISITS HERE
Biog 2
PLAYED 7 SEASONS IN THE PREM WITH BATH
Commentary Notes
His tries for Bath at Vicarage Rd came in February 2006 & March 2009 (win & defeat)
Joined Worcester last season from Bristol
Returned to rugby in March 2010 after nine-month ban incurred for missing drugs tests (alongside Michael Lipman and Andrew Higgins)
Made 125 appearances for Bath, scoring 21 tries, and was also joint-captain for the 2008-09 season.
Former England U21 and Saxons international
Joined Bristol on a short-term deal in January 2010
Will be 30 in November	

Tom CROFT (16/11/17 – date of retirement due to neck injury)
Notes
2017/18 
0 apps – retired in Nov 2017 due to neck injury
2016/17 
Ruled out until AW Cup in Nov – repl v Bth (A) & start v Dra (H) – 100th PREM start v Har (H) in Nov then out for 2 more mths…Exe (H) in Mar was final PREM app; AW Cup SF was final First Team app
2015/16
Ruled out on match day v Mun (A) in Dec (back); Only PREM game missed was SF v Sar (A) – the most the injury-plagued Croft had previously played in one campaign was 17 in 2007/08
2014/15
5 PREM games (all starts) - Started v Bth in Sep; repl v Tln (A) in Dec – 1st games for 3 mths – starts v Nor in Dec, Har in Jan, Lir in Feb & New in Mar; ONLY PLAYED 8 CLUB GAMES
Club Career
127 PREM games (101 starts, 19 tries) – all for Leicester
32 EPCR games (all in the Champions Cup, 5 tries) – all for Leicester
5 PREM Finals (won 3, lost 2), involved in 2007 triumph (didn’t play in final) – 4 winners’ medals
Led Leic to victory v Sal in Mar 2013 -  his 100th start for the club
Neck injury during win v Har at Stoop in Apr 2012 ruled out for the rest of 2012…made comeback v Wor in Jan 2013
Led Tigers for first time Oct 2010 (v Sarries) 
Two spectacular tries at Twickenham in 2007 – v Osp in AW final and v NZ Maori in Churchill Cup
Leicester debut: Nov 2005
Started out with Newbury
International Career
45 caps (40 England, 5 Lions) - 6 tries (4 Eng, 2 Lions) - Eng debut: v Fra (A) in 2008; Lions debut v Rsa in 2009, last cap v Ire (Dublin) Mar 2015
Started the 1st Lions Test and a sub in the third on 2013 tour
How many more caps would he have won but for his fair share of injuries.. missed the entire 2010 Six Nations (knee) & early part of 2011 6N (fractured shoulder sustained v SA the previous Nov)
Started all the 2012 6N games. In 2011 World Cup was sub v Georgia, started the rest in NZ – was candidate to lead England after 2011 WC, missed 10 Tests from Apr 2012 until Feb 2013
Two tries in 1st Lions Test v SA in 2009
Age Was 32 this month (born in Basingstoke, Hants; DOB 07/11/85)

James CRONIN (14/06/25) final game of pro rugby, ex-Leicester, retired Jun 2025
Biog 1
FINAL GAME OF PROFESSIONAL RUGBY 
Biog 2
3 IRELAND CAPS, LAST IN 2016
Biog 3
TRY V BATH LAST SEPTEMBER
Commentary Notes
50TH & FINAL FIRST TEAM GAME FOR LEICESTER
Biog 1 - Taking up a coaching job with Irish lower-league side Highfield in home County Cork– Since Gloucester in January, only played 2 PREM Cup games in Feb in that time   
This Season
Try v Bth (H) Sep, repl in 2nd PREM PO
Last Season
Try v Bth (H) Dec, try v Lein (Aviva) Apr 
2022/23
Leic/PREM debut v Exe (A) & 1st Leic/PREM try v New (H) Sep, try v Sar (A) Oct, try v Bth (A) Nov, try v Cle (A) Jan, out for 2 mths (Jan-Mar); 1st PREM PO
2020/21 (for Munster)
MADE 100th PRO14 APPEARANCE v CONNACHT 
YC v Skg (A) Oct, try v Osp in Oct, try v Osp (Cmps Cup, A) Nov; Try v Connacht in Aug
Club Career
37 previous PREM games (20 sts, 5 tries) – all Leic
44 previous Champions Cup games (20 sts, 5 tries, 1YC) – 2 in 10 Leic, 3 in 34 (12 sts, 1 YC) Mun
0 previous Challenge Cup games
108 previous PRO14 games (59 sts, 17 tries) – all Mun
YELLOW CARD v SARACENS IN JANUARY 2015
Signed a 2-year deal in Jan 2014
Made his first start v Edinburgh in Sep 2013 and scored his first try
Won John McCarthy award for academy player of year in 2012/13
Made full Munster debut v Leinster in Apr 2013
Made debut for Munster A v Rotherham in B&I Cup in Dec 2012
International Career
3 Ireland caps (0 sts, 0 tries) – debut v Arg (Tucuman) Jun 2014, last v Fra (Paris) Feb 2016
Age Will be 35 in November (born in Ballincollig, Cork, Ire; DOB 23/11/90) 

Jacques CRONJE (MAY 2014) ex Racing, retired 2015
BIOG 1
15 TOP 14 STARTS IN THE REGULAR SEASON
BIOG 2
FOUR TRIES IN 32 CAPS FOR SOUTH AFRICA
BIOG 3
SCORED A TRY IN 37-7 WIN v BIARRITZ IN ROUND 24
Commentary Notes
DOB 04/08/82
Born in Klerksdorp in South Africa
Number eight
Won the U21 World Championship with South Africa in 2002
Made his international debut v Ireland in June 2004
Made all 32 of his international appearances between 2004 and 2007
Missed out on selection for the World Cup squad in 2007 though, despite featuring regularly in the years leading up to it and playing in the final warm-up match v Namibia
Won the Tri Nations with South Africa in 2004
Played for the Blue Bulls between 2001 and 2007, winning the Currie Cup three years in a row in 2002, 2003 and 2004
Also played for Bulls in Super Rugby between 2003 and 2007
Joined Biarritz in 2007 – scored one try in 19 Top 14 appearances in his first season and two in 20 in his second season
Joined Racing in 2009 and has become an integral part of the team
Scored nine tries in 63 Top 14 appearances in his first three seasons at Racing between 2009 and 2012
MISSED FOUR TOP 14 ROUNDS AFTER SUFFERING GASH IN LEFT EAR v CLERMONT IN ROUND 12 IN NOVEMBER
MADE 19 APPEARANCES IN TOP 14 LAST SEASON

Geoff CROSS (22/02/15) ex L Irish, retired Jun 2016
Biog 1
2 TRIES IN 2 OF HIS 4 PREM STARTS
Biog 2
STARTED FOR SCOTLAND v WALES LAST SUNDAY
This Season
2 tries in 4 PREM starts
L Irish debut as sub v Newcastle (A) in Sep, 1st start v Rovigo (H) in Oct; 1st PREM start v Glos (H) in Dec; 1st try v Cardiff Blues (A) in Dec; PREM tries v Wasps (A) & L Welsh (H) in Dec
Club Career
8 previous PREM games (2 tries) – all for L Irish
142 PRO12 games (9 tries) –  95 for Edinburgh, 6 for Glasgow, 41 for Border Reivers
Joined London Irish this season
Signed by Edinburgh in 2006/07 after an initial loan spell from Borders
Joined now defunct Borders professional side in 2003
International Career
37 Scotland caps (debut v Wales, Murrayfield, Feb 2009) – 2 tries (v NZ, Nov 2012 & v Ton, Nov 2014)
2011 World Cup
Toured Argentina in 2008 & 2010
Miscellaneous
Qualified doctor 
Age Was 32 in December (DOB 11/12/82, born in Edinburgh)

Tom CRUSE (24/11/23) retired Jun 2024	
Biog 1
112th PREM APPEARANCE
Biog 2
OUT FOR 7 MONTHS LAST YEAR, SHOULDER INJURY
Biog 3
JOINED SAINTS LAST JANUARY, EX-WASPS HOOKER
Commentary notes
Biog 3 – Joined as injury cover after spell with Edinburgh
Last Season 
PREM PO 
2021/22 (for Wasps)
Try v New (A), failed HIA v Nor (H) Oct
2020/21 (for Wasps) 
Try v Dra (A) & Sale (A) Dec, 2 tries v Bth (A) Jan; new deal Feb
2018/19 (for Wasps) 
Only games missed in PREM/Europe Sar (A) & Tls (A) Dec; started 13 of the 22 PREM games
2017/18 (for Wasps)
Started v old club Sal (H) in Rd 1 & Har (H) in Rd 4 – try; new contract in Nov; try v Lar (H) in Dec; try & MoM v Uls (H) in Jan
2016/17 (for Wasps)
Suffered ankle injury in Nov (op)
2015/16 (for L Irish)
Started v Grenoble & Agen in Jan; yellow cards off bench v Agen in Nov & Quins in Dec; started v Saracens, Gloucester & Worcester in Mar; repl v Har (A) in Chall Cup QF
Club Career
111 prev PREM games (57 sts, 13 tries, 1YC) – 0 in 10 Nor, 13 in 90 (53 sts) Was, 0 in 11 (3 sts) Lir
16 previous Champions Cup games (9 starts, 3 tries) – all Was
8 previous Challenge Cup games (4 starts, 2 tries) – 2T in 4 (1YC) Was, 0 in 4 Lir
Signed for Edinburgh after Wasps went bust
Joined Wasps in 2016 after being relegated with L Irish
Signed for London Irish in 2015
Joined Rotherham in 2013, Named in 2014 Championship Team of the Year
Ex-Sale academy (Played a couple of games in AW Cup for Sale in 2012/13)
Used to play for Stockport & Macclesfield
International Career
Uncapped
Miscellaneous
Close friend of Ex-Saracens prop Robin Hislop, who is Godfather to one of his children; ex-flanker
Age Will be 35 in March (born in Stockport; DOB 30/03/89)

Max CRUMPTON (10/01/20 -  final app of career) – hamstring inj v Bath, retired Jun 2020 
Biog 1
1st APPEARANCE SINCE SEPTEMBER
Biog 2
CHAMPIONS CUP DEBUT
Biog 3
JOINED QUINS FROM BRISTOL LAST SEASON
Commentary Notes
5 career tries in the PREM…all scored before he had started a game!
Biog 3 - Been with 9 different clubs…and he’s only 26!!
This Season
Only previous app this season on opening day
Last Season
Try on Har PREM debut as repl v Sal (H) 
2017/18 (for Bristol)
Won Championship (5 tries)
2016/17 (for Bristol)
Try v Exe in Sep (PREM debut); YC v Saracens in Sep; try v Sal on NYD; Just his 4 starts Last Season – 3 in Chall Cup & 1 in AW Cup
Club Career
23 previous PREM games (6 starts, 6 tries, 1YC) – 1 in 9 Har, 4 in 14 (0 sts, 1YC) Bri
0 previous Champions Cup games 
11 previous Challenge Cup games (3 tries, 1 YC) – 2 in 6 Har, 1 in 5 Bri
Signed for Bristol in 2014
On loan at Ealing Feb-Mar 2014
Joined Harlequins in Dec 2013 for the rest of the 2013/14 season from Saracens after being on loan at Plymouth from Oct to Dec 2013
Made one repl app for Sarries in the Anglo-Welsh Cup v Leicester at Bedford in 2012/13
Played in the 2013 PREM 7s Finals for Sarries
Was out on loan at Barking & Old Albanians in 2012/13
On loan to Blackheath in 2011/12 – ankle injury in Oct 2012 ruled him out for rest of season
Saracens turned him into a hooker
Started at Essex club Westcliff as a prop and then moved into the centres
International Career
Ex-England U16, U18 & U20
Scored a try for England U18 in a 46-19 win v Australia Schools
Miscellaneous
West Ham fan and had trials for the Irons, Charlton and Arsenal as a youngster
Has also been known to box, do UFC and throw the hammer
Age Was 26 in October (born in Southend, Essex; 25/10/93)



Mark CUETO (23/05/15)
Played 219th & final PREM game for Sale last Saturday
Try scorer in Sale’s PREM final win v Tigers in 2006
Scored record 8 PREM tries v Bath & record 9 v Leicester
5 tries in 10 appearances at The Rec for Sale
Only Josh Lewsey can equal Cueto’s tally for a visiting PREM player at The Rec
This Season
Injured after starting v Bath in Rd 1; returned as a sub v Wasps but was immediately ruled out for another 7 weeks; returned v Newcastle (A) in Nov 
Tries v Exeter (Dec), L Welsh (Feb), Quins (Apr) and Newc (May)
Try v L Welsh was significant as it was the 15th different PREM club Cueto has scored against (there have only been 20 and he never had the chance to play against Richmond, Bedford, London Scottish, West Hartlepool or, obviously, Sale) so Cueto completed his personal “Grand Slam” of the PREM at the very last opportunity before hanging up his boots!
Last Season
9 Tries (inc. 8 in the PREM); agreed a new one-year deal; made 200th PREM appearance
Club Career
219 PREM games (90 tries, 450 pts) – all for Sale Sharks
Equalled PREM all-time try record v Worcester in Dec 2012, broke it v Exeter in Feb 2013
Cueto’s PREM try scoring: v Bath (9 tries), Newcastle (9), Harlequins (9), Wasps (8), Leicester (8), Worcester (8), Saracens (7), Gloucester (7), Northampton (6), L Irish (5), Leeds (5), Bristol (2), Exeter (3), Rotherham (1), L Welsh (1) – scored against every club he has played against
Sale debut: v Bristol in Sep 2001; won 2 EPCR Challenge Cups and the PREM in 2006
Disciplinary
In Apr 2011 pleaded guilty to making contact with the eye/eye area of Saints lock Christian Day during PREM match at Franklin's Gdns - banned for 6 weeks by Sale and 9 weeks by the RFU, suspension halved due to 'compelling mitigation'. Four yellow cards in his PREM career
International Career
56 caps – 55 for England (20 tries, 100 pts) & 1 for the Lions (0 pts) – all his caps in starting XVs
England debut v Canada in 2004 (scored two tries), only Lions Test (v NZ 2005)
Scored `try that never was` in 2007 World Cup final; Four tries in two apps in 2011 World Cup (inc. hat-trick v Romania)
Picked four times at full back by England (3 by Brian Ashton, 1 by Martin Johnson) 
18 Tests without a try (2009-11) 
50th cap v Ireland in Dublin (failed 2011 Grand Slam attempt). Won 29 consecutive England caps before injury forced him to be unavailable for the first two 2011 World Cup games. 
Miscellaneous
Great Grandad was Flying Officer Francisco ("Frank") Cueto, an English airman of the RAF Volunteer Reserve who died during World War II when his Hawker Typhoon (serial JR442) crashed into the North Sea off the coast of Dungeness. Frank was the son of Spanish-born parents and was the owner of a fish-and-chip shop in Maryport, Cumbria. He played 79 first team games for Warrington RL, as a halfback (1936-1940). 
Was part of a syndicate along with Andy Powell and Dwayne Peel which bought jumps racehorse Broadway Buffalo, trained by David Pipe, for £12,000 – he won his first start over hurdles at Newcastle in Feb 2013 on the day Cueto broke the PREM try record
Age Was 35 on Boxing Day (born in Workington, Cumbria; DOB 26/12/79)

Chris CUSITER (02/01/16) ex Sale, retired May 2016
Biog 1
MISSED JUST 3 PREM GAMES SINCE JOINING SALE
Biog 2
TRY IN 25-14 WIN v WASPS HERE LAST SEASON
Biog 3
WON 71 SCOTLAND CAPS BETWEEN 2004 & 2014
Commentary Notes
This Season
4 PREM starts before today (only game missed v Quins in Nov)
Last Season
Try v Gloucester (A) in Sep & v Wasps (H) in Oct, Leic (H) in Dec & Newc (H) in May; only missed 2 PREM games (both in Nov due to Scotland call-ups)
2013/14
Helped Glasgow reach the PRO12 final, appearing 17 times
Club Career
26 previous PREM games (4 tries) – all for Sale Sharks
83 Celtic League/PRO 12 games (8 tries)
Joined Sale in 2014
Turned for Australian side Southern Districts in 2011 to get fit for the World Cup 
Recruited by Glasgow Warriors in 2009
Joined Perpignan in 2007 after the Borders became defunct
Made Celtic League debut for Borders in 2003/04
International Career
72 caps - 71 for Scotland (3 tries) & 1 for the Lions (0 tries) – Sco debut v Wal (Cardiff) Feb 2004, last cap v Tonga (Kilmarnock) Nov 2014
Played in 2 World Cups (2007 & 2011)
Battled with Newcastle’s Mike Blair for Scotland No.9 shirt (they were named as “co-captains” by Andy Robinson in 2009)
2005 Lions tour - replacement v Arg in Cardiff is his only Lions Test
Injury Woes
Knee (2005), Pectoral (2006), Knee (2011), dislocated shoulder (2012)
Age Was 33 in June (born in Aberdeen, Sco; DOB 13/06/82) 

Bradley DAVIES (14/01/23) ex Ospreys, retired Jun 2023
Biog 1
7th SEASON WITH OSPREYS
Biog 2
3rd APP THIS SEASON (ALL COMPS) 
Biog 3
66 WALES CAPS – LAST CAPPED IN 2019
Commentary Notes
SCORED A BRACE v SOUTHERN KINGS IN 2019
WON 2010 CHALLENGE CUP WITH CARDIFF 
Club Career
50 prev Champions Cup games (42 sts, 2 tries, 2 YC)
4 prev Challenge Cup games (3 sts, 1 try) 
153 prev URC games (120 sts, 8 tries, 4 YC)
24 prev PREM games (17 sts, 0 tries)
Signed 3-year dual contract with Ospreys & WRU in 2016 – “hardest decision of career” - says it was important to move back to Wales as his daughter starting school & wants her to go to a Welsh language school
Joined Ospreys in 2016 & Wasps got £125,000 in compensation as he had year left on contract 
Joined Wasps in 2014
Try for Cardiff Blues in 28-21 win in 2010 Challenge Cup final v Toulon
Match-winning try for Cardiff Blues v Gloucester in the Champions Cup in Jan 2009
Made PRO 12 debut in 2005/06
International Career
66 Wales caps (0 tries) – debut 2009, last cap v Uru (N) Oct 2019
Started v England & Fiji in RWC
On from the start in win v Ireland in Dublin in August
Only start last season was v Fiji in November
Only involvement in one of the Six Nations title-winning seasons was one match in 2012
Played in all 7 matches in 2011 World Cup
Established part of the Wales Second Row in 2010 & 2011
Wales U19 Grand Slam 2005
Miscellaneous
In April 2011 he was arrested following a brawl at a Welsh holiday resort 
Age Turned 36 on Monday (born in Llantrisant, Wal; DOB 09/01/87) 

Charlie DAVIES (15/01/16) ex Dragons, joined Saints Jul 2018, retired Jul 2019
Biog
PLAYED v CASTRRES FOR WASPS 2016/17
Commentary Notes
Last Season
Moved to Dragons alongside Ed Jackson
2016/17
Only starts were Sale (A) in Oct, both Champions Cup games v Castres in Dec & LV v Cardiff Blues (H) in Feb
2013/14
Tries in the Amlin & LV in Jan, 9 PREM starts & 7 as a sub
Club Career
9 previous PRO12 games (0 tries) – all for Dragons
21 previous EPCR games (3 tries) – 0 in 3 for Dragons, 3 in 18 for Wasps
43 previous PREM games (2 tries) – all for Wasps
Made five PREM starts & two as a sub in 2012/13 (three of which were the final three games) – should have more opportunities due to Nic Berry’s retirement; Tries v Saracens in the PREM and Worcester in the LV; got two v Mogliano in Jan 2013
Only PREM game in 2010/11 was as a sub v Newcastle
Mainly used in the A League in 2010/11, only start in 2010/11 was in the LV at Ospreys; suffered an ankle injury towards the end of that season
Signed for Wasps in late 2010
Joined Stade Francais in 2010 as a 19yo, spent one year in Paris
Ex-Nottingham (joined Academy & had a season in the Championship) & Chesterfield
Miscellaneous
Plated football, basketball, skied, snowboarded & skateboarded as a schoolboy
Age Will be 26 in May (born in Oswestry, DOB 23/05/90)



Christian DAY (29/08/20 – SAL v BRI)
RPA Player Liaison Officer
Won the PREM title with Sale in 2006
Made 66 PREM appearances for Sale
Notes
Retired in May 2018 to become RPA Player Liaison Officer (started July 2018)
Also won the PREM with Saints in 2014
Impressed with his cooking in “Masterchef” last year 
2017/18
try v Cle (A) in Oct; led Nor in AW Cup in Jan/Feb, retired at end of the season
2016/17
Ruled out until Glo (H) in Oct (8 wks); out for 3 weeks after head knock v New (H) in Nov – match when became 28th man to lead Nor in PREM; 200th PREM app in Nov; agreed new contract
2015/16
Missed just 3 games; 2T v New in Oct, 100th Saints PREM start in Nov - just 12th player to do so & 1st Second Row, try v Gla in Champs Cup in Jan, try v Har in Feb; ruled out v Har in Mar due to illness
2014/15
Only PREM games missed v L Irish in Oct & Sal in Jan (all others starts apart from Leic in May), try v Bat in Sep; 100th PREM app for Saints in Nov; Leic (H) in Dec 150th game for Saints; Broke Jon Phillips’ record for PREM starts in Saints 2nd row (89) in Feb
2013/14
2 tries v Bat & 1 v Was before & after Xmas – also 1 v Osp in Oct; agreed new contract; 5th PREM semi (W3, L2); 3rd PREM Final (repl for Sal in 2006, started for Saints in 2013, repl in 2014)
Club Career
220 PREM games (164 starts, 12 tries) – 12 in 154 (131 starts) Nor, 0 in 66 (33 sts) for Sal
65 EPCR games (4 tries, 1YC) – 3 in 47 (1 YC) for Nor, 1 in 18 for Sal
Won 2005 Challenge Cup with Sale and won the same competition with Saints in 2009 and 2014
Played in his 2nd PREM Final in May 2013 – on as a sub for Sale in 2006 (alongside Ben Foden) 
Started every PREM game in 2010/11 until on bench v Gloucester at end of Feb 2011; only PREM games did not feature in were home/away v Gloucester
Joined Saints in 2008 (said he contemplated retiring before the move); Left Sale for France in 2008, only lasted 3 months at Stade Francais before Saints snapped him up
Injuries
Ruled out ankle injury v Was at end Sep 2012 – missed 11 PREM games…..missed 3 mths in 2011/12
Trophies
Won 3 Euro Challenge Cups…with Sal in 2004/05 (repl in final v Pau when team inc. Cueto, Baxendell and Redpath), 2008/09 (repl in final v Bourgoin at The Stoop with Foden, Myler, Dickson and Lawes) & 2013/14 (repl in final v Bath at Arms Park)
Controversies
Involved in `gouge-gate` incident with former Sale team-mate Mark Cueto in Apr 2011
International Career
Called up to England Six Nations training squad in Jan 2015; Ex-England U21 & Saxons international
Age Was 37 in June (born in Blackpool; DOB 24/06/83)

Declan DANAHER (20/03/14) – ex L Irish, retired 20/03/14
Biog
MADE PREM DEBUT IN MAY 2000 
Commentary Notes
Try in February 2012 defeat v Saints - 14th in the PREM (only Steffon Armitage has more among Exiles forwards) but is his only one since April 2009
Club Career
15th season with the club, made 275 appearances, named club captain for the first time last season and continues in the role…says he won’t be taking a  backward step but aims to be `more level headed` with the added responsibility of captaincy; His 250th game for L Irish was v Quins in October 2012
Typifies the club’s traditional ethos – London-born to Irish parents (mum from Limerick, Dad from Kerry) - Joined Irish on the Club’s player development programme in 1999 when Dick best was DoR, is the Exiles’ longest serving player and has the longest PREM career of any L Irish player (13 years)
Broke Neal Hatley’s club record for PREM games this season
Played in 15 of the first 17 PREM seasons 
Part of 2002 English Cup-winning squad
International Career
Ex-Ireland U19 & England U21 & `A` international
Miscellaneous
Had a trial for QPR and was a talented Gaelic footballer before taking up rugby 
Married to a cousin of former team-mate Justin Bishop
Age Was 34 in January

Gordon D’ARCY (16/12/17)
Three-time Champions Cup winner with Leinster
104 Champions Cup games in 17 seasons for Leinster
82 Ireland caps, 35 of those on this ground
Notes
257 Leinster apps including 104 Champions Cup/Champions Cup & 1 Chall Cup games in 17 seasons
Try in EPCR debut (as an 18yo wing) v Llanelli at Stradey Park in 1998 – Gabriel Fulcher was his captain
Club Career
105 EPCR games (27 tries) – all for Lein (104 in Champions Cup, 1 in Chall Cup)
136 Celtic League/PRO 12 games (14 seasons) (27 tries, 3YC) – all for Lein
Retired in September 2015 after failing to make World Cup squad
Involved in all 3 Champions Cup triumphs & 2013 Challenge Cup win (didn’t play in final)
Ruled out for 10 months in 2008 after badly fractured his arm v Italy
International Career
83 caps 
82 Ireland (7 tries) – debut as repl v Rom in 1999 World Cup, Conor O’Shea was the Ireland full back; last cap v Sco (H) Aug 2015
1 Lions - v Arg in 2005, 0 tries)
Played alongside Brian O’Driscoll in 56 Tests
Won Grand Slam in 2009, three other Triple Crowns and the 2014 Six Nations title
Made first start for Ireland in Feb 2004 (in place of injured Brian O’Driscoll)
Age Will be 38 in February (born in Wexford, Ire; DOB 10/02/80)

Brett DEACON (23/02/13) – ex Leicester, retired 2013
Biog 1
SENT OFF V BATH HERE IN DECEMBER
Biog 2
RE-JOINED LEICESTER AFTER TWO SEASONS AT GLOUCESTER
Commentary Notes
Incident with Matt Banahan led to red - that was his first sending off in the PREM, only Corry and White have been sent-off twice in the PREM for Leicester
Led Tigers twice in LV Cup this season
Seven years at Leicester before leaving in 2010; he didn’t play in a PREM semi-final for the Tigers, despite having five opportunities…but was a sub in the 2007 PREM Final v Gloucester (Leicester thrashed them)
Led Gloucester v Tigers at Welford Road in April 2011 (41-all draw!)
Like Bowden, made his final appearance for his old club at Welford Road (also in March!)
Only try for Gloucester was a match-winning effort v Harlequins in 2010/11
Only made three PREM appearances since Boxing Day
Sent to the Sin-Bin v Wasps at Kingsholm in 2010/11 for fighting with Tim Payne
Will be 31 next month

Louis DEACON (17/02/15 – date of retirement)
Coaching Career
On Spain coaching team during 2015 Six Nations B
Club Career
177 PREM games (6 tries) – all for Leicester Tigers
68 EPCR games (3 tries) – all in the Champions Cup – all for Leicester Tigers
274 games in all competitions for Tigers
One-club man (twice Tigers’ players’ player of the season); PREM debut: Sep 2000; retired Feb 2015;
Last PREM game: 2014 semi-final defeat v Saints (A)
148 PREM starts at lock; Only Ben Kay (149) made more starts in the Tigers second row in the PREM…but how many more could it have been but for injuries?
Won 6 PREM titles & 2 Champions Cups
Won 20 of his 29 games as PREM captain
One of only seven Tigers to have played 150 PREM games (includes Ben Kay), but only played six in both 2011 and 2012 due to injury problems - prolapsed disc in summer 2008 (ruled out until Feb 2009); back and achilles issues ruined 2010 & early 2011, shoulder problem forced him to miss first seven weeks of last campaign 
Bizarre hamstring injury at Worcester in Dec 2011, when his studs got caught in Ed Slater’s shirt collar when lifted at a lineout, which resulted in his hamstring being ripped from the bone – it ended his 2011/12 season
Started out at Syston & Wigston rugby clubs
International Career
29 England caps, debut v Samoa in 2005
Only missed the Georgia game in the 2011 World Cup; last Test: 2011 World Cup QF v France
Helped England A win 2005 Churchill Cup
Age Was 34 in October (born in Leicester, DOB 07/10/80)

Richard DE CARPENTIER (22/04/23) ex Bath, final game of Pro rugby, retired Jun 2023
Biog 1
Only 28th game of 15-a-side rugby in 8 years 
Biog 2
Only 2nd PREM appearance in 5 months
Biog 3
Brief spell with Harlequins in 2020/21
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Off bench for Quins v Munster in Dec 2020 was 1st app in 15s since playing for Worcester v Moseley in Champs in Jan 2015; Played in over 200 Sevens games since debut in 2011: RPA England Sevens Player of Year in 2017 
Biog 3 – Was there for 4 monthss
This Season 
Started 4 PREM games at No.8 in the autumn 
Last Season 
1st career YC in 1st Cmps Cup start v Lein (Aviva) Dec, 1st PREM start as lock v Leic (H) Feb, new deal
Club Career
35 prev PREM games (14 sts-8 FL, 6 N8, 1 SR; 0 tries, 1YC) – 17 Bth, 3 (0 sts) Har, 15 (6 sts, 1YC) Wor
2 previous Champions Cup game (1 start, 0 tries, 1YC) – 1 (1YC) Bth, 1 Har
6 previous Challenge Cup games (6 starts, 0 tries) – all Wor
Signed one-year deal with Bath in Sep 2021 after a trial, extended contract in Mar 2022
Joined Harlequins in Dec 2020 on short-term deal through to March 2021
Joined Worcester in 2012
Had a spell on loan at Nottingham
Ex-Leicester academy
International Career
Uncapped
England Sevens
Miscellaneous
Nickname: `Chippy`
Age Was 33 this month (born in Manchester; DOB 03/04/90)


Neil DE KOCK (01/01/17) ex Saracens, retired May 2017
Biog 1
1st PREM appearance this season
Biog 2
178th PREM appearance
Biog 3
Try v Worcester in May
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 - Only Kris Chesney (205) & Kevin Sorrell (195) have played more PREM games for Sarries
Only Peter Stringer has been an older scrum-half in PREM history
This Season
Only 1 app (repl in Aw Cup)
Last Season
Try v Quins (A) in Jan; only 5 PREM starts; 7th PREM semi (W4 L3); 5th PREM Final
2014/15
Became 1st Sarries player to notch 100 PREM wins v Sale in Sep 2014 (Kris Chesney had fallen one short…) Broke Kyran Bracken’s club record for PREM starts at scrum half v Exeter in Nov; Made 150th PREM app v Newcastle in Dec (try); Missed 2015 semi-final
2013/14
De Kock’s early season injury mucked up the Saracens rotation system at 9….passed Kyran Bracken’s club record for PREM games at scrum-half – he’s 4th on the overall Saracens list now (only Kevin Sorrell has played more PREM games as a Sarries back, but de Kock would have to play for three more seasons to pass him…Sorrell 195); try v Glo in Jan – just his second since Feb 2010; 3rd PREM Final
Club Career
176 previous PREM games (130 starts, 11 tries) – all for Saracens
62 previous EPCR games (5 tries) – all for Saracens
Started 3 PREM finals & replacement in 2015 & 2016
Played in 2007 PREM semi when lost at Gloucester (Castaignede, Andy Farrell, Hill & Gustard were team-mates)…so long ago that the fly-half that day is now a referee (Glen Jackson)
Try v Leicester in Feb 2012 at Vicarage Rd was first for two years - previous try v Worcester Feb 2010
Suffered a broken arm v Treviso in Nov 2011
Joined Saracens in 2006; Signed a new contract during 2011/12
Won back-to-back Currie Cups with Western Province – Played in 2001 final alongside likes of Percy Montgomery, Breyton Paulse, De Wet Barry, Braam van Straaten, Pieter Rossouw & Bob Skinstad; de Kock was also in the squad for the 2000 CC final win v the Sharks (didn’t play) – both were at King’s Park, Durban; began career at Northern Free State
International Career
10 South Africa caps (2 tries) – debut v Ita (P Eliz) Jun 2001, last cap v Nzl (Melbourne) Nov 2003,
Played in 2003 World Cup
Miscellaneous
Quoted as saying that Steve Borthwick is `the most dedicated man I have ever met…` and that Brits is the worst trainer at the club
Age Was 38 in November (born in Cape Town; DOB 20/11/78)

Carlo DEL FAVA (27/12/13) – ex Newcastle, retired Feb 2014
Biog 1
PLAYED FOR 7 CLUB SIDES IN 5 COUNTRIES 
Biog 2
YELLOW CARD v NORTHAMPTON LAST MONTH 
Commentary Notes
Club Career
Joined Newcastle in 2012…His previous sides: Natal (RSA) in 2002, Parma (ITA) in 2003, then had spells with Bourgoin (FRA, 2005-7), Ulster (IRE, 2007-9),  Viadana (ITA, 2009-10) and played in both Aironi’s (ITA) seasons (2010-12) 
Made 28 Heineken Cup appearances for four different sides
Discipline
Banned for two years for testing positive for the anabolic steroid stanozolol while with Natal
International Career
54 Italy caps - debut in Italy's final Six Nations match in 2004 v Wales after having played just five senior games; played in the 2007 & 2011 World Cups; last cap v Australia in 2011 World Cup
Age Was 32 in July

Nick DE LUCA (24/09/16) ex Wasps, retired May 2017
Biog 1
Wasps & PREM debut
Biog 2
43 Scotland caps, last in June 2014
Biog 3
Played for Biarritz in PRO D2 last season
Commentary Notes
Last Season
24 games for Biarritz in PRO D2
Club Career
0 previous PREM games
40 previous EPCR games (3 tries) – 1 in 35 for Edinburgh, 2 in 5 for Border Reivers
109 previous PRO12 games (15 tries) – 14 in 91 for Edinburgh, 1 in 18 for Border Reivers
44 previous PRO D2 games (3 tries) – all for Biarritz
Joined Wasps in 2016 on a 6-month deal (said he was about to retire before Wasps made him the offer)
Signed for Biarritz in 2014
Re-joined Edinburgh in 2007 after Border Reivers were dissolved
Signed for Border Reivers in 2006
Began as an apprentice with Edinburgh in 2005
.International Career
43 Scotland caps (1 try) – debut v Fra (Murrayfield) Feb 2008, last cap v Rsa (Port Elizabeth) Jun 2014
Only Test try v Ita (Murrayfield) Mar 2011
Age Will be 33 in February (born in Dumfries, Sco; DOB 01/02/84) 

Alberto DE MARCHI (11/10/14) ex Sale, joined Benetton 2015, retired 2019
Biog 1
SIGNED FOR SALE AFTER 2 SEASONS WITH TREVISO
Biog 2
PLAYED IN ALL ITALY’S LAST 10 SIX NATIONS GAMES
Commentary Notes
This Season
Made 1st start v Saracens in Rd 4
Last Season
15 PRO 12 games for Treviso
Club Career
5 previous PREM games (0 tries) – all for Sale Sharks
65 PRO 12 games (1 try) – 1 in 29 for Treviso, 0 in 36 for Aironi
Joined Sale this season (Toulon were said to have also enquired)
Joined Treviso in 2012 after Aironi became defunct
International Career
20 Italy caps – debut v Arg in 2012
Miscellaneous
Has played on both sides of the front row
Age Will be 29 in March (born in Jesolo, near Venice)


David DENTON (13/10/18 – DIDN’T PLAY!!) – Concussion issues, retired Sep 2019, last match was v Nor at Twickenham (Oct 2018)
Biog 1
1st TIGERS TRY v OLD CLUB WORCESTER LAST MONTH
Biog 2
PLAYED IN CHAMPIONS CUP FOR 3 DIFFERENT CLUBS
Biog 3
PLAYED IN 7 OF SCOTLAND’S LAST 8 TESTS
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 – Edinburgh, Bath & now Leicester
Ruled out for 5 months in 2016/17 (hamstring)
This Season
1st Leic try in Sep v Wor (H)
Last Season
Missed Rds 1-3; Wor debut v Glo (A) in Sep; try v Har (A) in Oct, try v Oyo (H) & Sar (A) in Dec
2016/17
started v Nor (A) in Rd 1 then out for 5 mths (hamstring); returned v New (A) in AW Cup in Feb 
2015/16
4 APPEARANCES FOR SCOTLAND AT RWC 2015; signed as Burgess replacement in Nov: YC on debut
2014/15
11 PRO12 games - tries v Treviso, Connacht & Scarlets
4 Challenge Cup games
2013/14 Season
Try in Champions Cup defeat at Gloucester; signed new two-year deal
Club Career
38 previous PREM games (27 starts, 6 tries, 1 YC) – 1 in 6 Leic, 5 in 16 Wor, 0 in 16 Bth
28 previous EPCR games (3 tries) – 1 in 3 Wor, 0 in 5 Bth, 2 in 20 Edi
58 previous PRO12 games (6 tries) – all for Edi
Signed for Bath (10/11/15) to replace Sam Burgess
PLAYED IN 2012 CHAMPIONS CUP SEMI-FINAL
Signed for Edinburgh in 2010, after moving from South Africa to Edinburgh University
Ex-Eastern Province (SA)
International Career 
42 Scotland caps (0 tries) - deb v Ire (H) Aug 2011, last cap v Arg (A) Jun 2018
4 appearances at RWC 2015
Has been on the winning side in just 9 of his previous 32 caps!
Scotland’s MoM v England in 1st start for country in Feb 2012
Scotland U20 in 2012 JWC
Missed out on selection for RWC 2011, despite being in the provisional squad
Miscellaneous
Full name is David Kipling Denton…and he is out of Africa (see below)
Played age-group water polo for South Africa
Age Will be 29 in February (born in Zimbabwe, brought up in South Africa; DOB 05/02/90)
Tom DENTON (24/03/17) ex Gloucester, joined Ealing Jul 2018, retired Jul 2019
Biog 1
1st PREM appearance for Glo
Biog 2
Signed from Leicnster this season
Biog 3
Relegated with Lee in 2011
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Lost 18 of his 21 games with Lee that season…
This Season
Missed 1st 3 months (calf injury in pre-season) 
Last Season (for Leicnster)
7 PRO12 apps, 3 Champs Cup apps 
2014/15 (for Leicnster)
Try in defeat v Gla (A) in opening PRO12 round
2013/14 (for Leicnster)
15 PRO12 games but didn’t play in Europe
Club Career
21 previous PREM games (W3, L18, 2 tries) – 0 for Glo, 2 in 21 for Lee
15 previous EPCR games (0 tries, 1YC) – 1 for Glo, 5 (1YC) for Leicnster, 9 for Lee
43 previous PRO12 games (2 tries) – all for Leicnster
Signed for Glo in 2016
Joined Leicnster in 2012
Relegated from the PREM with Lee in 2011
Signed by Lee Carnegie in 2006, where he played alongside brother Oli under the stewardship of Stuart Lancaster
Started out with Malton & Norton RFC
International Career
Uncapped 
Age Was 29 in February (born in York; DOB 13/02/88)
Clarke DERMODY (01/01/12) ex L Irish
Biog 1
THREE NEW ZEALAND CAPS, LAST v ENGLAND IN 2006
Biog 2
PLAYED IN SUPER RUGBY FOR THE HIGHLANDERS
Commentary Notes
His try v Newcastle in February was just Dermody’s 2nd in the PREM (other was 2 years ago)
Born in Invercargill – deep south 
Last cap was won at Twickenham (record win v Eng)
Played 31 Super rugby games for the Highlanders
Lost captaincy to Mapusua during the mid-season slump last term, then regained it
Will be 32 in April

Jean DE VILLIERS (19/02/16) ex Leicester, retired May 2016
Biog 1
LEICESTER & PREM DEBUT
Biog 2
LED SOUTH AFRICA IN 37 TESTS
Biog 3
TURNS 35-YEARS-OLD ON WEDNESDAY
Commentary Notes
This Season
Ruled out of World Cup after breaking his jaw v Samoa at Villa Park; joined Leicester in Dec but a calf injury side-lined him for 2 months 
Club Career
0 previous PREM games 
8 previous EPCR games (3 tries) – all for Munster
105 Super Rugby games (28 tries) – all for Stormers
Signed for Leicester in 2015
Played in the Stormers’ defeat v Bulls in 2010 Super Rugby final
Played in 2 Currie Cup final defeats for W Province (2010 & 2013) but never a victory
 Had a season with Munster in 2009/10 as they lost in Celtic League & Heineken Cup semi-finals
International Career
109 South Africa caps (27 tries) - debut v Fra, Marseille, Nov 2002, last cap v Samoa (Villa Park) Sep 2015
Started in 105 of his 109 Tests
Captained Rsa 37 times (W24 L11 D2)
Only Matfield (123), Smit (111) & Habana (111) have played more for Rsa
World Cup Winner in 2007 - tore his bicep in opening game though & was ruled out of tournament
Became 54th Springbok captain in 2012
Won Tri Nations with Rsa in 2004 & 2009
South Africa’s 4th highest try scorer of all-time
Suffered potentially career-threatening injury to left knee in loss v Wal in Nov 2014 & was out for 9 months – a documentary called ‘Road to Recovery’ was made about his rehabilitation
Suffered serious knee injury 5 mins into his South Africa debut & it was 18 months until his next Test but he came back & scored 9 tries in his first 11 internationals
Played for SA 7s side & finished 2nd in 2001/02 World Series & 3rd at 2002 Commonwealth Games
Scored 4 tries as South Africa U21 as they won the Junior World Cup in 2002
Miscellaneous
Went to school with Schalk Burger
Age WILL BE 35 ON WEDNESDAY (born in Paarl, Rsa; DOB 24/02/81)

Jean DEYSEL (13/10/17) ex Ulster, retired Oct 2018
Biog
YELLOW CARD v CONNACHT LAST WEEK
Biog
4 SOUTH AFRICA CAPS, LAST IN AUGUST 2011
Biog
PLAYED FOR MUNSTER IN SF v SARACENS IN APRIL
Commentary Notes
Last Season
YC v Con (H) in Oct
Last Season
Munster debut v Gla (H) in Apr, repl in Champs Cup SF v Sar (Aviva)
Club Career
1 previous EPCR game (0 starts, 0 tries) – for Mun
9 previous PRO12 games (6 starts, 0 tries, 1YC) – 4 (1YC) for Uls, 5 for Mun
Signed for Ulster in summer of 2017
Joined Munster in Mar 2017 on a three-month loan as injury cover for Jean Kleyn  
Signed for Toyota Verblitz in 2014
Joined Sharks in 2007 
Made Super Rugby debut with Lions
International Career
4 South Africa caps (1 start, 0 tries) – debut v Ita (Udine) Nov 2009, last v Aus (Durban) Aug 2011
Played for Emerging Springboks v British & Irish Lions in 2009
Age Will be 33 in March (born in Virginia, Free State, Rsa; DOB 05/03/85)

Alasdair DICKINSON (01/05/15 – Chall Cup Final) ex Edinburgh, retired Aug 2018 to become Scotland Academy Scrum & Contact Area Coach
Biog 1
PLAYED 8 EPCR GAMES FOR GLOUCESTER
Biog 2
PLAYED IN 2 WORLD CUPS FOR SCOTLAND
Commentary Notes
This Season
9 PRO12 games, 3 in Chall Cup
Last Season
Joined Edinburgh and extended his deal until 2016 
Club Career
70 previous PRO12 games (7 tries) – all for Edinburgh
68 previous PREM games (3 tries) – 0 in 19 for Sale, 3 in 49 for Gloucester
41 previous EPCR games (1 try) – 1 in 29 for Edinburgh, 0 in 4 for Sale, 0 in 8 for Gloucester
Signed for Edinburgh in 2013
Joined Sale in 2011
Was a bit part at Kingsholm…..Only once had a sequence of more than 2 starts in a row (5 on the trot in Autumn 2009)
Recruited by Gloucester in 2007 (joined after World Cup)
Began career in Edinburgh Academy in 2003
International Career
44 Scotland caps (2 tries) – debut v NZ (H) Sep 2007, last cap v Ireland (H) Mar 2015
Sub in three 2011 World Cup games (Rom, Arg & Eng)
Injuries
Missed five months of 2010/11 and three months of 2012/13 with a shoulder injury
Age Will be 32 in September (born in Dundee; DOB 11/09/83)

Karl DICKSON (06/05/17) ex Quins, this was his final game (stats need updating) became ref Jun 2017
Biog 1
Retiring this summer to become a referee
Biog 2
Refereed in the Championship this season
Biog 3
Just his 2nd PREM game in last 4 months
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 – Announced he will retire at the end of the season…set to be a ref next term, took charge of Richmond v London Irish on Christmas Eve
Biog 3 – Last week was his 1st game in league since Jan 7 v Sale
This Season
100th PREM app in Sep; try v Bat (H) in Dec; 2 tries v New (A) in Dec
Last Season
Refereed games in the regional National Leagues & A League – a budding Glen Jackson; ruled out for 7 weeks (broke hand v Montpellier (A) in Jan) - missed 6 games
2014/15
Tries in consecutive games v L Welsh (H) & Leic (A) at end of Sep/start of Oct; capt in LV= Cup & started v Glo & Sal in Nov; try v L Welsh in Jan
2013/14
Only the biggest stages saw Dickson score…Tries v Wasps in the LDH & v Saracens at Wembley;
in direct combat with brother Lee at the Gardens (also in 2012 semi at The Stoop)
Club Career
109 previous PREM games (53 starts, 10 tries) – all for Quins
32 previous EPCR games (6 tries) – all for Quins
Signed a two-year contract extension in 2012/13; try in 2012 LV= Cup semi-final win v Bath - 3 tries in 2012/13 – v Exeter, Zebre & Bath
Started all five games in Nov 2012; had a run in the Quins team due to Danny Care’s broken toe at the start of 2011/12 (although would have done so anyway as Care would have gone to the World Cup if fit); Only try in 2011/12 was v Connacht at The Stoop in Nov 2011; Ruled out for 10 weeks with a finger injury v Gloucester in Nov 2011
Scored a try v Leeds (Nov 2010) and was named man of the match
Joined Harlequins in 2009
Product of Bedford Blues Academy (went on to make 100+ appearances for Blues)
International Career
Came on as a sub for his brother Lee v SA Barbarians North after being called up to join the England squad in Jun 2012 following Ben Youngs’ injury
Had been called up as cover for his brother in February 2012 by England
Miscellaneous
Qualified referee
Gave up rugby while at University (played football); played for Forest Green at semi-pro level
Has a Scottish grandad – alerted Scotland but says they didn’t want him…
Age Will be 35 in August (born in Salisbury, Wilts; DOB 02/08/82)


Paul DIGGIN (15/08/13) ex-Northampton, retired 2014
Biog 1
MADE HIS DEBUT FOR SAINTS IN 2004
Biog 2
FOUR TRIES v EDINBURGH IN 2011/12 HEINEKEN CUP 
Commentary Notes
Made PREM 7s debut in this year’s qualifiers, scoring tries v Newcastle & Sale but Saints bowed out without winning a match
Club Career
Signed a new contract this summer, combining coaching with playing, which will take his time at Saints beyond 10 years
Won the Amlin, LV=, National 1 and National Trophy titles; runner-up in 2011 Heineken Cup 
A knee injury sustained during a pre-season match v Leinster in 2012 ruled him out last season, worked with the Saints Academy during his rehab
Had finished 2011/12 strongly with tries in two of the final three games; made eight straight starts at full-back that season, including his first start in the PREM at 15 for five years 
10 of Diggin’s 14 tries in 2010/11 were scored at Franklin’s Gardens - the others were at Vicarage Road (x2), Murrayfield and Headingley 
Only four men – internationals Ben Cohen, Bruce Reihana, Chris Ashton and Budge Pountney – have scored more PREM tries for Saints than Diggin 
Age
Will be 29 in January (born in Northampton)

Pieter DIXON (31/03/12) ex Bath
Biog 1
IN HIS 7th SEASON WITH BATH
Biog 2
58 OF HIS 108 PREM GAMES AS A SUB
Commentary Notes
Never started more than 11 PREM games in one season and almost certainly won’t surpass that this term (this is just his 7th start this season). Ex-Stormers
Will be 35 in October…So old that his birthplace was called Salisbury, Rhodesia back then!!




Phil DOLLMAN (04/10/20) ex Exeter, retired after Oct 2020
Biog 1
162nd PREM appearance
Biog 2
Try in 2017 PREM Final win v Wasps
Biog 3
Try in win v Bristol in August
Commentary Notes
THIS COULD BE HIS FINAL PROFESSIONAL MATCH (barring an injury crisis)…Was Rob Baxter’s first signing in 2009!!
Biog 1 –Only Steenson & Moon have played more than Dollman
Biog 2 – One of the “originals”, this is his 11th season with the Chiefs
Biog 3 – In front of the “Dolman Stand” at Ashton Gate…but it wasn’t named after him!
This Season 
Try v Sal (H) Jan, new short-term deal Jul, try v Bri (A) Aug, started at centre v Bri & Nor in restart
Last Season
12 PREM starts, 2 try assists; 3 Champs Cup starts
2017/18
Missed Was (H) in Rd 4 -& 3 games in Dec; not selected for final
2016/17
broke hand v Sar (H) in Sep – out for 7 wks; 18 carries v New (H) in Feb – joint-top in Rd 16; hamstring inj in Apr - out for 6 wks; 2nd PREM PO & 2nd PREM final (try, injured & missed Wal tour)
2015/16
100th PREM APP IN MARCH; started 22 of 24 PREM games; 1st PREM Final
2014/15
Try v New in Feb was first in 11 months for Chiefs; AGREED NEW 2-YEAR DEAL IN NOV 2014
2013/14
Picked solely at full-back until end of Nov; used as a centre from then apart from at Sar in Feb & final 4 games of the season (FB); Try v Lir in Mar
Club Career
161 previous PREM games (146 starts, 103 pts, 20 tries) – all Exe
46 previous EPCR games (14 pts, 2 tries) – 1T (9 pts) in 40 Exe, 1T in 6 Dra
Try scorer in the defeat at Nor and in consecutive games v Lir and Was in 2012/13
Try v New in AW Cup at Galashiels in 2010/11 (rearranged due to Kingston Park being unplayable)
Has been used as an occasional goal-kicker
Joined Exeter in 2008; Ex-Dragons, Bedwas, UWIC, Newport & Caerphilly
International Career
Uncapped
Called up for 2017 Wales tour, but injury in PREM final forced him to withdraw; Ex-Wales U18
Age Was 35 in May (born in Caerphilly, Wal; DOB 15/05/85)


Paul DORAN JONES (01/10/17) ex Wasps, released May 2018, retired summer 2018. Business interests include restaurants and real estate (Westprop Real Estate Ltd)
Biog 1
Joined Wasps from Gloucester this season
Biog 2
6 England caps, last in June 2013
Biog 3
Wasps is his 4th PREM club
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 - Won 3 of his 6 England caps while with Gloucester the first time around 
Made 100th PREM appearance in Apr 2016
Only PREM try came for Gloucester v Bath at Kingsholm in March 2011
This Season
Only app as repl v Wor (A) in Sep
Last Season (for Gloucester & Wasps)
Only PREM app between early Oct & mid Feb was v Bri (H) in early Dec: YC v Sar (H) in Feb; 1 app for Was (v Nor) on one-week loan
2015/16
15 PREM apps (2 starts); Made 1st start for 2 months v Leicester (A) in Apr
2014/15
Tore calf after being knocked out in final game of pre-season & didn’t play for Quins at all
2013/14
11 weeks out in the autumn (neck injury) …Defeats v Bath (A) in Dec & Saints (H) in Sep, plus wins v Wasps & Newcastle in Feb were his only PREM starts for Quins…
Club Career
114 prev PREM games (1 try, 4YC) – 0 in 2 for Was, 1T (2YC) in 60 for Glo, 0T (1YC) in 12 for Har, 0 (1YC) in 40 for Nor
37 prev EPCR Games (1 try) - 20 for Glo, 5 for Har, 12 for Nor
Signed for Wasps in 2017/18 (made 1 app for Wasps on one-week loan in Apr 2017)
Re-joined Gloucester in summer 2015
Signed for Quins in 2013 on a 2-year deal
40 of a possible 47 PREM games for Northampton Saints, but only 15 starts – that’s why he moved, but still finds himself on the bench…When move to Quins was announced in Dec 2012 press release said he was looking forward to joining a club where players play with a smile on their face……says it was a `misunderstanding` but didn’t see much game time at Saints after that….
Received his only PREM yellow card of his career v Quins in Gloucester colours in 2010/11, after a scuffle with Joe Marler
Joined Saints from Gloucester in 2011, having been recruited by the Cherry and Whites from London Welsh, after two seasons at Old Deer Park
Spent four seasons with Leinster between 2003 and 2007.
International Career
6 England caps (all as repl) - debut v Arg (Twickenham) in Nov 2009 after just 5 PREM apps; last cap v Arg (Buenos Aires) Jun 2013
Sco & Ire in 2011 were his first caps since debut, others in SA in 2012 & Arg in 2013 (2)
Capped by England U18 and Ireland U19 & 21
Miscellaneous
Spurs fan
Age Was 32 in May (born in Enfield, London; DOB 02/05/85)


James DOWNEY (29/01/16) ex Wasps, retired May 2016
Biog 1
TRY FOR SAINTS v WASPS HERE IN MARCH 2012
Biog 2
4 PREM SEASONS WITH NORTHAMPTON 
Biog 3
RECORD 81 PREM STARTS AT CENTRE FOR SAINTS 
Commentary Notes
Only missed 8 PREM games across those 4 seasons with Saints
Club Career
90 Previous PREM games (6 tries) – 0 in 7 for Wasps, 6 in 83 for Northampton
56 previous EPCR games (5 tries) – 0 in 16 for Munster, 4 in 27 for Northampton, 0 in 6 for Calvisano, 1 in 7 for Connacht
Joined Wasps permanently during the summer of 2015
Signed for Glasgow last season, but was loaned to Wasps in January
Re-joined Munster in 2012 
Made a club record 81 PREM starts at centre for Northampton
Try for Saints v Munster in the Champions Cup in Nov 2011, had a brief spell with Munster in 2006/07
Yellow card (for offside) v Bath on Xmas Eve was his first in the PREM, in his 71st game
2010/11 was his first since joining Saints in 2007 that he didn’t win a trophy– League One (2008), Euro Challenge Cup (2009), Anglo-Welsh (2010)
Joined Northampton in 2008
Played for three of the four Irish Provinces – Leinster, Connacht & Munster
International Career
Irish Wolfhounds – won 2009 Churchill Cup
Age Will be 35 in March (born in Dublin, DOB 23/03/81)

Phil DOWSON (26/12/16) ex Worcester, retired May 2017
Biog 1
257th PREM game – 3rd on all-time list
Biog 2
Led Worcester in 8 PREM games this season
Biog 3
Only missed 1 PREM game in last 2 seasons
Commentary Notes 
Biog 1 - Most by back row & most among current players – trails Chuter (262) & Borthwick (265)
PREM captaincy record:  PL 95 (6th on all-time list) – also led Newcastle & Northampton (W44 L47 D4)
This Season
Played in every PREM game (capt Rds 2-9)
Last Season
Offered one-year deal by Saints but wanted to start more games so signed 2-yr deal with Worcester; missed Exeter (A) in Apr but started every other PREM game apart from on bench v Sale & Saints in Feb
2014/15 (for Northampton)
1st start was in LV Cup in Nov; 1st PREM start v Exeter (capt); Try v Racing Metro in Champions Cup Round 1; Try (capt) v Saracens in Nov; broke record for career PREM games in back row
2013/14 (for Northampton)
Yellow card in Rd 1 v Exeter, Man of the Match v London Irish; 100th PREM game for Saints in Jan; 200th PREM game overall v Glos in Mar; capt in LV= Cup final defeat & Amlin semi win; 2nd PREM final
Club Career
256 previous PREM games (29 tries) – 1 in 31 for Worcester, 19 in 129 for Saints & 9 in 96 for Newcastle
68 previous EPCR games (13 tries) – 7 in 41 previous for Saints, 6 in 27 for Newcastle
28 wins in 44 PREM games as Saints captain and 15 in 38 in PREM for Newcastle as skipper
14 PREM tries at Franklin’s Gdns - only 4 men (all backs) have more (Budge Pountney also got 14)
Led Saints to victory v Ulster in Dec 2012
100th game in all comps for Saints was the derby at Leicester in Nov 2012
Call-up for 2012 Six Nations made him miss three PREM games, before that he had started 76 out of the 79 PREM games across 4 seasons
Signed a new contract in 2011
Joined Saints in 2009
8 seasons with Newcastle – ever present in final campaign for them in 2008/09
Discipline
Sent to the sin-bin v Sale in Sep 2011 & v Exeter in Sep 2013 – his only PREM yellows for Saints
Banned for two weeks for a dangerous tackle on Saracens full-back Alex Goode during Nov 2011 game (missed Champions Cup matches v Castres)
Awards
Nominated for both major player of the year awards in 2009/10
International Career
7 England caps (0 tries) – debut v Scotland (A) in 2012; last cap v Rsa i(Port Elizabeth) Jun 2012
Also started v Ita in 2012 Six Nations but Ben Morgan pushed him on to the bench for Wal, Fra and Ire
Age Was 35 in October (Born in Guildford – where Quins are based; DOB 01/10/81)

Luc DUCALCON (10/12/16) ex Racing, retired May 2018
Biog 1
2 TRIES IN 50 EPCR APPEARANCE
Biog 2
LAST OF 17 FRANCE CAPS IN JUNE 2013
Commentary Notes
50th EPCR game v Leicester in Rd 2 
Last Season
Only Champs Cup starts dead rubber v Glasgow in Jan & the QF v Toulon
Club Career
50 prev EPCR games (2 tries, 1YC) – 1T & 1YC in 22 for Racing, 0 in 21 for Castres, 1 in 7 for Narbonne
225 prev Top 14 games (7 tries, 7 YC) – 2T & 4YC in 106 for Racing, 4T & 1YC in 30 for Castres, 1T & 2YC in 25 for Narbonne
Joined Racing in 2012
Made his name with Castres 2007-2012
Started out at La Rochelle in 2005 before moving to Narbonne for a couple of years between 2005 and 2007
International Career
17 France caps (0 tries) – debut v Scotland at Murrayfield in 2010 Six Nations, last cap v NZ in June 2013
Played in 2011 World Cup
Miscellaneous
Played basketball as a youngster and didn’t take up rugby until the age of 17 –  started as a wing!
Age Will be 33 in January (born in La Fere, DOB 02/01/84)

Mark EASTER (29/04/16) ex Sale, retired May 2016
Biog 1
TRY IN WIN v BATH HERE 2 WEEKS AGO
Biog 2
STARTED THE PREVIOUS 8 PREM GAMES
Commentary Notes
This Season
Few opportunities until Josh Beaumont ruled out in Feb; 8 straight PREM starts Feb-Apr
Last Season
Started all first 9 games in all comps, try v Bath in Rd 1, 100th career PREM game in Rd 2, missed March & April but returned v Exe in May
2013/14
Agreed a new contract; tries v Worcester in Amlin & L Irish in PREM
Club Career
118 previous PREM games (8 tries) - 5 in 58 previous for Sale, 3 in 60 for Northampton
Joined Sale in 2011; this is his 8th PREM campaign
Started, or on as a sub, in all Sale’s league and cup games in the second half of 2011/12 but didn’t figure much last season due to suffering a shoulder injury in Nov 2012
Played over 100 times in all comps for Northampton but just 4 PREM starts in 2010/11 gives a big clue why he went north - Last game for Saints as sub in 2011 Heineken Cup final defeat v Leinster
Was relegated & promoted, & won the Amlin & LV Cups with Saints
Ex-Nottingham
Miscellaneous
Brother of Quins’ Nick Easter, Mark was born in Swaziland; Nick came into the world in Epsom four years earlier; their mum is South African & she was visiting her Dad who was working in Swaziland when Mark was born; Good schoolboy cricketer – played in same team as England batsman Eoin Morgan; Dad, John Easter, was a professional squash player
Age Will be 34 in October (DOB 19/10/82, born in Mbabane, Swaziland)

Nick EASTER (20/05/17 – WAS v LEIC)
Harlequins Defence Coach
Played in 4 PREM semi-finals
Played for Quins v Leicester in 2013 PREM semi-final
Quins Defence Coach in win v Wasps 3 weeks ago
Commentary Notes
Retired in July 2016
2015/16
Try v Montpellier (H) in Nov; Try in draw v Gloucester (Twickenham) in Dec; directly opposed brother Mark v Sale (A) in Mar; Oldest back row to start a PREM match, v Exe (H) in May 2016 (37yrs 266d)
2014/15
150th PREM app in Sep; try v Gloucester in Nov, try & MoM v Leinster (H); 250th Quins game in Jan
2013/14
Having appeared in every PREM game in 2012/13, did same in 2013/14; led Quins to victory at Leicester in Nov – broke club apps record in Pro era (233) in semi-final; 8 games at lock
Club Career
184 PREM games (174 starts, 24 tries) – all for Quins 
63 previous EPCR games (10 tries) – all for Quins
281 appearances in all games for Harlequins
Harlequins record 8 PREM yellows…Also one red
Played 67 consecutive PREM games from Dec 2011 until being rested v Newcastle in Dec 2014
Joined in 2004 from Orrell - Ceri Jones’ departure in 2011 saw him become oldest man in the squad
Won his first major trophies in 2010/11 –Six Nations trophy and the Amlin Challenge Cup – and added the PREM crown in 2012
International Career
54 England caps (9 tries) - debut v Italy (H) Feb 2007, last cap v Uruguay (Manchester) Oct 2015
Called into England squad during RWC 2015 to replace injured Billy Vunipola after he had been doing pitchside analysis of the England game the week before!
Recalled after 3-year absence for 2015 6N; Became oldest England try scorer in Feb 2015 v Italy
4 tries v Wales at Twickenham in 2007 was a first for an England No.8 in a Test match (Neil Back did it as a flanker), only other try for Eng was v Aus in Nov 08;
Made Saxons & full debut within eight days in 2007 (both v Italy) at the age of 30
Started six of England’s 2007 World Cup games and played three times in the 2011 event 
Miscellaneous
Dad was a pro Squash player (his godfather is Jonah Barrington), brother Mark is in the Sale squad
Schoolboy goalkeeper and opening bowler, nickname:  `Minty` (after former Eastenders character)
Age Will be 39 in August (born in Epsom, DOB 15/08/78)
Jason EATON (10/12/17 - Capt) ex la Rochelle, retired Jun 2018
Biog 1
TRY IN WIN v ULSTER IN ROUND 2
Biog 2
15 NEW ZEALAND CAPS, LAST v WALES IN 2009 
Commentary Notes
Hadn’t even played in Super Rugby when he made his All Blacks debut in 2005!
This Season
10 Top 14 apps; tries v Oyonnax (H) in Sep & Pau (H) in Nov
Club Career
12 previous EPCR games (4 tries, 2 YCs)
74 Top 14 games (5 tries)
89 Super Rugby games (9 tries)
Joined La Rochelle in 2014
Played for NTT Shining Arcs in Japan in 2013/14
Hurricanes 2006-13
Taranaki 2003-13
Manawatu 2002-03
International Career
15 New Zealand caps – debut v Ire, Nov 2005; last cap v Wales, Nov 2009
Won International Rugby Players' Association's (IRPA) international newcomer of year award in 2006
Age Was 35 in Aug (DOB 21/08/82, born in Palmerston North, NZ)




Sam EGERTON (15/04/17) ex Newcastle, retired May 2017
Biog 1
Just 7th PREM appearance, yet to start
Biog 2
Made PREM debut last year for Harlequins 
Commentary Notes
This Season
Falcons debut as repl v Osp (A, lost 0-45!) in Chall Cup in Oct; only starts v Sar (A) in AW in Nov, Lyon (A) in Dec & Dragons (A) in Jan
Last Season
England Sevens squad; joined Quins for a month in Feb; PREM debut v Was (A) in Feb; try in only other app v Sal (A) in PREM the following week
2014/15
7 tries in 11 Championship games for Yorkshire Carnegie
Club Career
6 previous PREM games (all as repl, 1 try) – 4 for Newcastle, 2 for Harlequins 
6 previous EPCR games (2 starts, 0 tries) – all for Newcastle
Signed for Newcastle in 2016
Joined Harlequins in 2015/16
Played for Yorkshire Carnegie in 2014/15 Championship before agreeing a contract with England Sevens
Began career for Newport RFC (Salop), Leicester Tigers Academy & for Wasps & London Welsh at Sevens
Started as a mini with Stafford RFC
International Career
England Sevens 
Miscellaneous
4 consecutive Varsity Match victories for Oxford (where he graduated with a law degree) in 2014 became first player since 1925 to score in three consecutive Varsity Matches, but was also the first player to be sent off in the game in 2013! Won Alastair Hignell Medal as man of the match in both 2012 and 2014 
Age Was 25 in January (born in Stoke-on-Trent, DOB 15/01/92)

Blake ENEVER (09/09/20) ex Leicester, released Feb 2021
Biog 1
Made Tigers debut last month v Bath
Biog 2
2 Australia caps, last v Scotland in 2017
Biog 3
Signed from Brumbies this summer
Commentary Notes 
Vice-captain along with George Worth
This Season
11 tackles & 4 lineouts won on debut
Club Career
2 previous PREM games (2 starts, 0 tries) – all Leic
0 previous Champions Cup games 
0 previous Challenge Cup games 
Joined Leicester in Jul 2020 
Joined Brumbies in 2015
Super Rugby debut in 2012 for then-champions, Reds
International Career
2 Australia caps (2 starts, 0 pts) – debut v Eng (A) Nov 2017, last cap v Sco (A) Nov 2017 
Lost both his Tests
Ex-Australia U20
Miscellaneous
Lock/back row
Age Will be 29 next month (born in Buderim, QLD, Aus; DOB 12/10/91)



Adam EUSTACE (18/04/11) ex Northampton
Biog
PLAYED 161 PREM GAMES FOR GLOUCESTER
Commentary Notes
Gloucester-born; Only Hazell and Azam have played more times in the PREM for the Cherry and Whites
Joined Saints this season
Last PREM try: January 2005 (GLOUCESTER v Leicester – played against Ben and Johnno that day)
Only first team activity prior to today was in the Anglo-Welsh (twice) and as an un used sub at Exeter last month
Was 32 in January

Jonathan EVANS (20/10/17) ex Scarlets, retired Jun 2020
Biog 2
TRY IN WIN v DRAGONS HERE LAST WEEK
Biog 2
SIGNED FROM BATH LAST YEAR
Biog 3
MADE 1 EPCR APPERAANCE FOR BATH
Commentary Notes
Biog 3 – v Leinster in Jan 2016 
Last Season 
5 PRO12 tries 
2015/16 (for Bath) 
Came off bench for 40 mins for Bath debut v Newcastle (A) in Jan, Champs Cup debut as repl v Toulon (A) in Jan, 1st try for Bath v Worcester (A) in Feb
2014/15 (for Dragons)
Try v Bucharest in Dec 
20 Pro12 games (16 starts) – tries v Treviso home & away & Ulster at home
7 Challenge Cup games & 2 in LV= Cup (tries v Quins & Ospreys)
Took over from Richie Rees as the main scrum-half
2013/14
Having featured 29 times in 2012/13, playing all 22 Pro12 matches and earning the South Wales Argus newspaper Dragon of the Year award, injury and the arrival of Richie Rees saw his game-time limited the following year. He made just one start in the league, two in the Amlin Challenge Cup, and played 17 fewer matches overall. 
Club career
22 previous EPCR games (3 tries) – 0 in 5 (repl) for Sca, 0 in 1 (repl) for Bath (Cmps Cup), 3 in 16 for Dra (all in Chall Cup)
79 previous PRO12/14 games (10 tries) – 5 in 21 for Sca, 5 in 58 for Dra
4 previous PREM games (all as repl, 1 try) – for Bath
Joined Scarlets in 2016
Signed for Bath in 2015
Came through the Dragons’ academy and made his debut against the Ospreys in 2009 at the age of just 17. In the next two years, opportunities were limited before his big breakthrough in 2012/13 where he played 29 times
Played for Bargoed and Pontypool in his youth.
International career
Wales U18 & U20 and was involved in the 2012 Junior World Championship in South Africa where they came third in the tournament
Age: Was 25 in July (born in Cardiff, DOB 25/07/92)

Nick EVANS (06/05/17) ex Quins, this was his final game (stats need updating)
Biog 1
22 points in win v Wasps last week
Biog 2
147 points in 15 previous PREM games v Saints
Biog 3
2,239 points in 207 games for Harlequins
Commentary Notes
1,646 PREM POINTS, 4th ON ALL-TIME LIST – NEEDS 3 POINTS TO OVERTAKE STEPHEN MYLER
Biog 1 – His biggest points haul for 18 months since 28 v Bath in Oct 2015
Biog 2 – Only Andy Goode (151) & Charlie Hodgson (231) have scored more against them
36 years old; Only forwards NICK EASTER (37) & TANI FUGA (also 36, older in terms of days) have been older players for Quins in the PREM, so Evans is their oldest ever BACK
This Season
MoM v Bri (Twickenham) in Rd 1; MoM v Exe (H) in AW & inj after 14 mins v Bth (H) in Nov – out for 6 wks: inj after 5 mins v Sal (H) in Jan – out for 6 wks; 150th PREM game in Apr
Last Season
Led Quins to victory in Rd 1 v Was; agreed new contract; overtook Jonny Wilkinson to move to 4th in PREM pts list in Dec; broke leg in freak accident v Glos (A) in Feb – out for 2 mths 
2014/15
Missed 2 games in Sep due to injury and missed much of Dec & Jan
2013/14
Passed 1,000 PREM pts & 1st Har FH to 100 PREM games; FB for just 2nd time for Har v Leic in Nov - Was (H) in Nov 2008 (Evans’ 2nd PREM game) only other outing at FB for Quins (scored try)
Club Career
152 previous PREM games (150 starts, 22 tries, 1646 points) – all for Quins – top PREM points scorer for Quins (4th on all-time points scoring list, the top non-English player)
46 previous EPCR games (5 tries, 5 Dgs, 477 pts) – all for Quins
RPA players’ player of the year in 2012
Suffered knee injury on debut in 2008 London Double Header at Twickenham - out for nine matches
Joined Quins in 2008
Records
Record 753 PREM pts at The Stoop – the 5th highest tally by a player at a single ground
Amazing record at Twickenham (225 pts in 16 games) 
International Career
16 N Zealand caps (103 pts, 5T) – debut v Eng (Dunedin) Jun 2004, last cap v Fra (Cardiff) Oct 2007
Played at full-back four times for New Zealand; Never played a Test match at Twickenham
Played for the Barbarians v the Lions in Hong Kong in Jun 2013
Miscellaneous
Taken a level 3 coaching course; Says he modelled his game as a youngster on Stephen Larkham
Enjoys deep sea fishing – says he would have been a fisherman if he wasn’t a player
became a Dad in May 2013 (son, Harry); now a British citizen
West Ham fan; Yet to be yellow-carded in Pro career
Age Will be 37 in August (born in Takapuna, Nzl; DOB 14/08/80)

Lloyd FAIRBROTHER (17/04/15)
Biog 1
SIGNED FROM EXETER CHIEFS LAST YEAR
Biog 2
EX-PLYMOUTH ALBION & MOSELEY PROP
Commentary Notes 
This season
5 EPCR appearances, 0 tries
14 games in Pro12 (3 starts), 0 tries
Battled with Dan Way for the tight-head jersey after signing from Exeter before the arrival of South African Brok Harris added more competition
Started the first three games but fell behind Way in the pecking order after yellow cards in successive games against the Ospreys and Glasgow Warriors, and has mainly been used as a replacement since late September. 
Last season
Had a difficult start to the season with injury ruining his chances of taking to the field, but was a regular for Plymouth Albion after November. He ended up making 40 appearances in total for Plymouth over the course of two seasons with his hometown club
1 replacement Champions Cup app for Exeter 
Club career
14 previous PRO12 games (3 starts, 0 tries) – all for Dragons
6 previous EPCR games (0 tries) – 5 for Dragons (Challenge Cup), 1 for Exeter (Champions Cup)
Signed 3-year deal with Dragons in May 2014
Made only PREM appearance for Exeter as a sub v Northampton in Oct 2011
Has also played for Moseley, Cornish Pirates and Plymouth Albion
Miscellaneous 
Member of Truro College squad that won Under 18 schools Cup at Twickenham in 2009
His mother was born in Blaenavon, the birthplace of former Wales’ internationals Mark Taylor, John Perkins and Terry Cobner.
International 
Qualifies for Wales through his mother
Age: Was 23 in November (born in Torpoint, Eng; DOB 13/11/91)





Darragh FANNING (25/01/15) ex Leinster, retired 2016
Biog 1
2 TRIES IN WIN v WASPS AT RDS IN OCTOBER
Biog 2
PLAYED FOR CONNACHT IN EUROPE IN 2010/11
Commentary Notes
This Season
Try in defeat v Munster at the Aviva Stadium in Sep, 2 tries v Wasps in Oct, 2 tries v Treviso ion Nov
Last Season
Played 4 matches in Leinster A’s B&I Cup triumph
Club Career
8 previous EPCR games (3 tries) – 3 in 5 previous for Leinster, 0 in 3 for Connacht
30 previous PRO12 games (4 tries) – 4 in 25 for Leinster, 0 in 5 for Connacht
Played one season for Connacht in 2010/11
International Career
Uncapped
Age Will be 29 in July (DOB 16/07/86, born in Dublin)

Michael FATIALOFA (20/12/19) catastrophic career-ending neck injury v Sar 04/01/20, 
Biog 1
Scored 1st PREM try last May v Saracens
Biog 2
Won 2016 Super Rugby title with Hurricanes
Biog 3
Yellow card v Bath last January
Commentary Notes 
Biog 3 – Shoulder charge on Tom Ellis
Last Season
Aggravated knee inj playing for Auckland (op); Wor & Euro debut v Pau (H) Chall Cup Dec; 7 LO v Har (A) Feb – 2nd in R13; YC v Bth (H) Jan
Club Career
15 previous PREM games (9 starts, 1 try, 1YC) – all Wor 
0 previous Champions Cup games
3 previous Challenge Cup games (3 starts, 0 tries) – all Wor 
38 previous Super Rugby games (1 try) – all Hur
Joined Worcester in 2018 on a two-year deal 
Knee injury in 2017 ruined that campaign
Played for the Barbarians in the 31-31 draw with South Africa at Wembley in 2016
Played 15 games in Super Rugby debut season in 2016 for the Hurricanes helping them win the title
Moved home to Auckland in 2015
Played 36 times for Southland between 2011 and 2014 
International Career
Uncapped
Ex-New Zealand Schools 
Age Was 27 in September (born in Auckland, Nzl; DOB 14/09/92)



Andrew FENBY (27/11/16 – Final career app) ex Saracens, retired Jan 2017
Biog 1
PREM debut for Saracens v Sale last week
Biog 2
Signed 3-month deal with Saracens last month
Biog 3
Made Saracens debut v Gloucester in AW Cup 3 weeks ago
Commentary Notes
Announced his retirement from professional rugby in May but joined Sarries on a 3-month deal in Oct
Try on his PREM debut v Sale came at Edgeley Park in a 32-25 win for Newcastle
Started both Anglo Welsh Cup games this month
Last Season
3 tries v Edinburgh in Dec, tries v Worcester & Leicester in Feb; relegated with L Irish
2014/15
Tries v Newcastle (A) in Sep & Exeter (A) in Oct, 2 tries v Cardiff Blues in Dec
2013/14
13 tries - 3 v Newcastle (1st in  PREM) & 1 v Saints in Apr, 2 v Sale in May; 6 in the Challenge Cup (inc. 1 hat-trick) & 1 in the LV
Club Career
45 previous PREM games (16 tries) – 0 in 1 for Saracens, 14 in 41 for L Irish, 2 in 3 for Newcastle
24 previous EPCR games (12 tries) – 12 in 15 for L Irish, 0 in 9 for Scarlets
47 previous PRO12 appearances (46 of them as a starter, 16 tries) – all for Scarlets
Joined L Irish in summer 2013 on a 3-year contract
Also played for Llanelli, Carmarthen Quins and Llandovery whilst with Scarlets
Signed for Scarlets in summer 2009
Started next two games and also scored a try v Bath in March 2009
Made PREM debut off bench v Sale in March 2009 and scored a try 4 minutes after coming on
Had a spell with Newcastle Falcons in 2008-09 (2 tries in 3 PREM appearances)
Played for Blaydon RFC while at Newcastle University and scored 21 tries in 23 games in 2007/08 season – also played for Falcons’ development team and scored 10 tries in 4 games, inc 6 tries v Rotherham and a hat trick v Northampton Wanderers
Began his career with Llandudno RFC
International Career
England Counties
Miscellaneous
Qualified Chartered Accountant
Wales Number 2 in Squash at U19 level
Age Was 31 in October (born in Rhos-on-Sea, North Wales; DOB 24/10/85)

Nick FENTON-WELLS (06/04/19) ex Bristol, retired May 2019
Biog 1
Hat-trick in win at Enisei in January
Biog 2
Yet to start in PREM this season
Biog 3
32-year-old South African
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – In his only start this season; first EPCR tries
Former flanker 
Last season
3 tries in the Championship 
2016/17 
13 PREM apps (5 starts), try v Was (H) in Apr
Club Career 
22 previous PREM games (8 starts, 1 try) – 1 in 17 Bri, 0 in 5 (3 sts) Sar
1 previous Champions Cup game (0 starts, 0 tries) – all Sar 
8 previous Challenge Cup games (2 start, 3 tries) – all Bri
2 previous Super Rugby games (0 starts, 0 tries) – all Sto
Didn’t feature in 2015/16 play-off games between Bedford & Bristol after signing contract
Joined Bristol in 2016
Played for Bedford 2013-16 - initially on loan & then permanently in Jun 2014
Signed for Saracens in 2012
Played for Stormers in Super Rugby in 2012
Played for Western Province in Currie Cup in 2011
Won Vodacom Cup with Western Province
Miscellaneous
Went to same school as Francois Louw
Age Will be 33 in August (born in Cape Town, Rsa; DOB 11/08/86)


Juan Martin FERNANDEZ LOBBE (18/01/18) ex Toulon, retired Jun 2018
Biog 1
YET TO SCORE A EPCR TRY FOR TOULON
Biog 2
PLAYED IN ALL 3 CHAMPIONS CUP FINAL WINS
Biog 3
RETIRING AT THE END OF THE SEASON
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Last of 6 EPCR tries was for Sale in Dec 2008! (Charlie Hodgson played in that game, v Montauban) 
SIGNED NEW 1-YEAR CONTRACT LAST SEASON; 9th SEASON WITH TOULON 
Club Career
53 previous EPCR games (6 tries, 2YC) – 0 tries (2 YC) in 37 for Toulon, 6 tries in 16 for Sale
137 previous Top 14 games (11 tries) – all for Toulon
46 previous PREM games (9 tries, 2 YC) – all for Sale
Turned down chance to join new Argentina Super Rugby franchise Jaguares in favour of staying at Toulon for another season
Won Top 14 in 2014 and Champions Cup in 2013, 2014 and 2015, playing in all three finals
Joined Toulon in summer of 2009
9 tries in 46 PREM appearances for Sale 
Started his career at Liceo Naval in Buenos Aires
International Career
71 Argentina caps (6 tries) – debut v Uru (Santiago) Apr 2004, last cap v SA (London Stadium) Oct 2015
17 appearances at 3 RWCs (2007, 2011 & 2015)
Started 69 of 71 caps – only replacement apps in 2nd cap & v Namibia
Captained Arg 20 times between 2008 and 2013
Won his 1st caps since 2011 World Cup in Nov 2014
Ex-Argentina Sevens
Miscellaneous
Brother, Ignacio, used to play for Bath, Northampton and Sale and won 65 caps for Argentina
Age Was 36 in November (born in Buenos Aires, Arg; DOB 19/11/81)


Stephen FERRIS (13/10/18)
31 Champions Cup games in Ulster’s back row  
Played for Ulster in 2012 Champions Cup final
Grand Slam winner with Ireland in 2009
Notes
Current squad members Rory Best, Darren Cave, Craig Gilroy and Chris Henry were among his team-mates in the 2012 final against Leinster
Club Career
31 Champions Cup games (2 tries) – all for Ulster
Retired in June 2014
Final appearance for Ulster was 2014 Champions Cup QF v Saracens at Ravenhill
Suffered an ankle injury against Edinburgh in Nov 2012 and spent 16 months on the sidelines
International Career
35 Ireland caps (2 tries) – debut v Pac Is (Dublin) Nov 2006, last cap v Eng (A) Mar 2012 
Played in 2011 World Cup win over Australia in the group stages 
Missed the 2011 Six Nations and the second half of Ulster's domestic campaign with a knee injury. 
Selected for the British & Irish Lions' tour to South Africa in 2009 but tour ended early by injury
Played in every game in 2009 Grand Slam 
Plagued by injury early in his international career…two knee ops in 2007 forced him out of the World Cup & 2008 Six Nations  
Age Was 33 in August (born in Portadown, Nir; DOB 02/08/85)

Carlo FESTUCCIA (04/03/17) ex Wasps, retired May 2017
Biog 1
Try & yellow card in semi-final last May
Biog 2
Re-joined Wasps in January
Biog 2
Played in PREM, PRO12 & Top 14
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Both his last 2 PREM games v Exe - Semi-final & last month
PLAYED IN EUROPE FOR 6 DIFFERENT CLUBS 
Last Season
Glos game in Nov brought up 3 successive PREM starts for Festuccia for first time in a year; 1st PREM game for 3 months v Saracens (A) in Feb after facial injury; try & YC in 1st PREM semi
2014/15
Until mid-Oct had only missed the trip to Harlequins in Rd 3 (started all other games); out for 2 months with ankle injury (Oct-Dec); yellow card v L Welsh in Apr
2013/14
Agreed a new contract
Club Career
47 previous PREM games (2 tries) – all for Wasps
55 previous EPCR games (5 tries) – 1 in 16 for Wasps, 0 in 5 for Zebre, 2 in 5 for Crociati, 1 in 9 for Racing Metro, 1 in 16 for GRAN Parma, 0 in 4 for L’Aquila
Re-joined Zebre in 2016, before going back to Wasps in Jan 2017
Joined Wasps at the beginning of Sep 2013 from Zebre
4 seasons with Racing Metro
Joining Wasps means he has performed in each of the three big EPCR leagues
Started his career L’Aquila before moving on to Parma and then Racing Metro, one season with Crociati in the Italian league, Zebre and now Wasps
Took on Saracens & Quins in the Champions Cup while at Racing
International Career
54 Italy caps (25 starts, 29 as a sub, 1 try) – debut v Wales in 2003, last cap v USA (Houston) Jun 2012
Been out of the Italian reckoning since the 2012 North American tour, having played in the 2003 & 2007 World Cups and eight seasons in the Six Nations
Miscellaneous
Life-long friend of Wasps centre/full back Andrea Masi (they grew up together in the Italian city of L’Aquila); Masi was in the school year below Festuccia
Age Will be 37 in June (born in L’Aquila, Ita; DOB 20/06/80)

Juan FIGALLO (15/12/18) ex Saracens, retired Nov 2020
Biog 1
1st CHAMPIONS CUP APPEARANCE THIS SEASON 
Biog 2
ONLY3rd APPEARANCE THIS SEASON 
Biog 3
WON EACH OF HIS 3 PREM FINALS
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 - Played in every PREM & Champs Cup game last Season
This Season
Repl in R1 & then injured – out 3 mths 
Last Season
Played in every PREM/Cmps Cup game, YC v Cle (A) in Dec; MoM v Sal (A) in Feb; try in consec games v Glo (H) & Was (H) in 3rd PREM PO (won all 3), 3rd PREM Final (won all 3) & signed new deal in May
2016/17
Repl in every game until 1st start v Was (H) in Oct, 13 sts; out for 2 mths (most of Apr & May – foot)
2015/16
Only 6 starts, Repl v Nor in Rd 4 & started v Wor & New; repl after becoming a Dad v Glo (H) in Feb; out for 6 weeks in Mar/Apr; wins in 1st Champs Cup final, 2nd PREM PO & 2nd PREM Final
2014/15
Debut AW Cup v Har in Nov – 1st app since Feb 2013; ruled out for 2 mths; 1st PREM try v Lwe in May
2013/14
Missed it all with neck injury
Club Career
66 previous PREM games (29 starts, 3 tries) – all Sar
26 previous EPCR games (1 try, 1YC) – 0 in 19 Sar, 1 in 7 Mon (try v Madrid in Dec 2009!)
Joined Saracens in summer 2014
Was forced to leave Montpellier with 2 years left on his contract after his G3 classified neck injury meant that he was not allowed to play in Top 14 by French regulations
Made 53 apps for the club 
Moved to France to join Montpellier in 2009
Began his career at Jockey Club de Salta
International Career
24 Arg caps (1 try) – debut v Fra (Buenos Aires) Jun 2010, last cap v Rsa (London Stadium) Oct 2015
Opposed Schalk Burger in World Cup 3rd place play-off at London Stadium
Was named player of Pool B at 2011 World Cup in group involving Eng, Sco, Georgia and Romania
Made his debut v France in June 2010
Scored his one and only try v Romania at 2011 World Cup
Also played for Argentina U19, U20 and Jaguars
Miscellaneous
Became a father, early on Feb 20 2016 – day of Glo game, rushed to Allianz Pk & came on in 2nd half 
Age Will be 31 in March (born in Salta, Arg; DOB 25/03/88)



Taufa’ao FILISE (11/05/18) ex Cardiff Blues, retired May 2018
Biog 1
TURNS 41 IN A FORTNIGHT
Biog 2
MADE 250th BLUES APPEARANCE IN JANUARY
Biog 3
PLAYED IN 2010 CHALLENGE CUP FINAL WIN 
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 – v Scarlets on NYE
Biog 3 – Only survivor from the 2010 starting line-up in tonight’s run-on XV (Andrews was on the bench, as he is tonight)
OWEN LANE WAS JUST 3-YEARS-OLD WHEN FILISE MADE HIS INTERNATIONAL DEBUT
This Season
11 PRO14 apps (all starts); 2 Chall Cup starts
Club Career
61 previous EPCR games (4 tries) – all for Cbl
164 previous PRO12/14 games (3 tries) – all for Cbl 
On Dec 19 2015 he became the Cardiff Blues most capped player with 183 first class appearances
Joined Cardiff Blues in 2006
Had a brief spell at Bath in 2005/06
Played for Chiefs & Blues in Super Rugby
Ex-Bay of Plenty
International Career
17 Tonga Caps – debut v Fiji, May 2001
Age WILL BE 41 THIS MONTH (born in Malapo, Tga; DOB 26/05/77)




Jerome FILLOL (20/05/14) – ex Stad Francais, retired 2015
Biog 1
WON THE TOP 14 TITLE TWICE WITH STADE 
Biog 2
63 EPCR COMPETITION GAMES 
Commentary Notes
EPCR experience at 4 different clubs…debut was v Ulster in Sep 1998!!
This Season
62 pts in Top 14 (inc. try off the bench v Biarritz in Jan), 2 yellow cards
Club Career
Won Top 14 in 2003 & 2007 during 3 separate spells with Stade
Signed for Stade for 3rd time in 2011
Recruited by Stade’s Paris rivals Racing Metro in 2008 – won PRO D2 title in 2009
Re-joined Stade in 2004
Signed for Perpignan in 2003
Moved to Stade in 2002 
Began career with Toulouse 
International Career
Uncapped
Miscellaneous
Played for the Barbarians and French Barbarians
His Grandad, Guy Basquet, won 33 France caps immediately after World War II
Age Was 36 in February (a Gallic Peter Stringer!)
Luke FITZGERALD (23/01/16) ex Leinster, retired 2016
Biog 1
NAMED IN IRELAND SQUAD THIS WEEK
Biog 2
TRY IN WORLD CUP QUARTER-FINAL v ARGENTINA
Biog 3
50th EPCR GAME v TOULON LAST MONTH 
Commentary Notes
Last Season
Ruled out until Oct, just 4 PRO12 games; lost his first EPCR knockout game after 9 wins in a row in SF v Toulon
2013/14
6 Champions Cup & 10 PRO 12 games
Club Career
51 previous EPCR games (11 tries) – all for Leinster
97 previous PRO12 games (105 pts, 21 tries) – all for Leinster
3 tries in win v Northampton in 2013/14 Champions Cup
Leinster debut in Sep 2006, two months later he was an international
International Career
35 caps - 34 Ireland (4 tries, debut v Pacific Is Nov 2006) & 1 Lions (v SA in 2009); last cap v Argentina (Cardiff) Oct 2015
2015 was his first World Cup
Started at centre v Canada in Cardiff – just his 5th start there
6N title-winning match at Murrayfield in March was first cap for 16 months
Victim of Schalk Burger gouging in only Lions Test
Started every game in 2009 Grand Slam (2 tries v Italy)
Made Test debut in same match as Jamie Heaslip
Injuries
Ruled out for 9 months (Nov 2009-Sep 2010) with knee ligament damage
Miscellaneous
Dad is former Ireland prop Des Fitzgerald
Age Was 28 in September (born in Wicklow, DOB 13/09/87)


David FLATMAN (03/10/14)
109 PREM games for Bath & 73 for Saracens
Won the EPCR Challenge Cup with Bath in 2008
Played in three PREM semi-finals for Bath 
Lost all three (2008 v Wasps, 2009 & 10 v Leicester – all away - 2008, 2009 (v Ben Kay) & 2010
Club Career
182 PREM appearances (5 tries) 5 in 73 for Sarries and 0 in 109 Bath
Forced to retire through injury in Jun 2012 (last appearance as a sub v Wasps in Apr 2012)
Only try for Bath v Montpellier in Nov 2011 in nine seasons & 161 appearances for the club
Led Bath in a LV= Cup game at Wasps in 2011/12
Won the EPCR Challenge Cup in 2008 (beat Worcester in final at Kingsholm)
Joined Bath in 2003
PREM debut in 1998 for Saracens, as an 18yo - try v L Irish -  Danny Grewcock in that team, as were Penaud, Chuter, Paul Wallace, Pienaar and Hill. Brendan Venter was an opposition centre. 
International Career
8 England caps - debut v South Africa in 2000, last v Argentina in Jun 2002 (several Lions rested for that tour) None other than Ben Kay scored his 2nd (and last) England try that day at Velez Sarsfield. Ben’s second row partner was Alex Codling and other novice internationals playing were Alex Sanderson, Phil Christophers, Ben Johnston, Geoff Appleford and Michael Horak…
Member of all-conquering 1997 England U18 squad in Australia - alongside the likes of Wilkinson, Balshaw, Sheridan, Tindall, Mears, Alex Sanderson and Borthwick
Age Will be 35 in January

Anthony FLOCH (May 2014) ex Montpellier, retired 2016
BIOG 1
KICKED A DROP GOAL IN CLERMONT'S TOP 14 FINAL WIN IN 2010
BIOG 2
ONE TRY IN THREE CAPS FOR FRANCE
BIOG 3
SCORED FIRST TRY FOR CLUB IN 45-20 WIN OVER OYONNAX IN ROUND 9 
Commentary Notes
DOB 12/02/83
Full-back
Born in Clermont-Ferrand
Had only played for his hometown club since 2001 but moved to Montpellier this summer
PLAYED 215 TIMES FOR CLERMONT SINCE 2003
Won three caps for France in 2008 and scored one try
Scored a try v Italy in 2008 Six Nations
Made his international debut v England in 2008 Six Nations
Played in the U21 World Championship in 2004
Has signed a contract with Montpellier until 2016
MADE NINE TOP 14 APPEARANCES FOR CLERMONT LAST SEASON

Toby FLOOD (Capt) (30/05/21) ex Newcastle, final game of career
Biog 1
Only 3rd appearance in 4 months
Biog 2
Made 150th PREM start last month
Biog 3
1297 points in 167 previous PREM games
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 – Today is 122nd at fly-half; Only Rob Andrew & Andy Goode older fly-halves in the PREM for Newcastle
Biog 3 - 12th on PREM all-time scorers list, Rob Andrew only older Falcons starting centre in PREM
Only 12 kicks before today this season (10/12)
2018/19
13 pts v Wor (A) R3; YC v Exe (H) Sep; 13 pts v Bri Dec; Slotted 41 of 51 PREM kicks this season (80%), Missed just 1 PREM game
2017/18
1st app of 2nd spell with New delayed by inj – repl v Exe (A) in Oct; Started both Chall Cup games in Oct; YC v Nor (A) in Dec; try (14pts) v Bth (H) in Feb; broke hand v Wor in Apr; 5th PREM PO
2016/17 (for Toulouse)
Was (H) Oct 1st Euro start at FH since Jan 2015 (v Bath); 19 pts v Zeb Dec
2015/16 (for Toulouse)
Only 5 starts at FH in Top 14 (9 at cen); all 3 starts in Cmps Cup at cen
2014/15 (for Toulouse)
Try on Tls debut v Oyo in Aug; 14 pts & YC v Brv in Sep; 18 Top 14 games (178 pts, 4 tries)
2013/14 (for Leicester)
17 pts v Glo Nov; played at centre v Bth Jan; confirmed exit to Tls; rare start v Har in Apr
Club Career
167 prev PREM games (150s-121 FH, 29 CEN; 1297p,28T,2DG) – 343p (11T 1DG) in 85 New, 954p (19T 1DG) in 82 Leic
68 prev Euro games (577p, 18T) – 165p (10T) in 25 New, 56p (2T) in 11 Tls, 358p (6T) in 32 Leic
49 prev Top 14 games (284 pts, 8 tries) – all for Tls
Re-joined Newcastle in 2017
Signed for Toulouse in 2014
Joined Jason Robinson and Geordan Murphy (both full-backs) as only backs to lead a PREM final team in May 2013 but was injured early on by a crunching Courtney Lawes tackle 
Joel Stransky is the only other fly-half to lead Leicester in the PREM
PREM finals: 18 pts in win v Sarries (2010) & in defeat v Sarries (2011, missed two crucial penalties) - Missed 2012 PREM final due to injury 
Injured knee ligaments in season-opener at Franklin’s Gardens in 2010 – ruled out for two months
Only Tim Stimpson and Andy Goode have more PREM points for Tigers
Joined Leicester from Newcastle in 2008
International Career
60 England caps (39 at fly-half, 21 at centre) – debut v Arg (H) Nov 2006, last cap v Nzl (H) Nov 2013 
Says tempted to play for Germany (qualifies via German grandad)
2011 was his second RWC, after being called up as a replacement for Jamie Noon in 2007
Miscellaneous
Newcastle Utd fan
Age Will be 36 in August (born in Frimley, Surrey; DOB 08/08/85)



Riki FLUTEY (12/02/12) ex Wasps, joined Ricoh Black Rams 2012
Biog 1
14 ENGLAND CAPS, LAST v WALES IN AUGUST
Biog 2
SENT TO THE SIN-BIN TWICE IN EUROPE THIS SEASON
Commentary Notes
Sent to the bin in each of the back-to-back games with Bayonne in December
All his 15 caps (14 Eng, 1 Lions) have been won as a centre, although has played many times at fly-half at club level 
Won only Lions cap in 3rd test v SA in 2009
Calf injury in October 2010 ruled him out for eight weeks last season
Has not played at fly-half since the 2010 London Double Header
Was 32 last Friday – Feb 10 (shares a birthday with former club-mate David Lemi, who is two years younger)


Ben FODEN (29/04/18 - Capt) ex Northampton, joined New York as player/coach Jul 2018
Biog 1
Played in every PREM game this season
Biog 2
Try in win at Leicester 2 weeks ago
Biog 3
3 yellow cards in PREM this season
Commentary Notes
Contract up this summer….linked with various locations, including France, but says would like to stay with Saints
Biog 3 – Just 1 YC in 12 PREM seasons before this one! All YCs for deliberate knock-ons
Played at wing, full back and scrum half in the PREM
ONLY 3rd SAINT TO MAKE IT TO 150 PREM GAMES (after Myler & Dickson)
PREM captaincy record: PL8 W5 L3
This Season
Repl for 1st time in 11 mths v Leic (H) after 12 straight starts on wing; YC v Was (H) in Oct; try v Wor (A) & YC v Sal (A) in Nov; 50th Cmps Cup start in Dec
Last Season
Played in every PREM game; 200th Saints app in Nov v Wor (A), 2 tries v Sca (H) in AW Cup in Feb; Made 1st PREM start on wing for 10 years in Feb v Bth (A) – Sal v L Irish Feb 2007; try v Was (A) in Apr; try v Sta (H) in Champions Cup PO; led Nor 7 times
2015/16
2T v New in Oct at MK; new deal & led v Bat (A) in Dec & v Exe (H) in Jan; all 720 PREM mins & 480 Euro mins until rested Was (H) in Jan; match-winning try v Har (A) in Feb; missed 4 games
2014/15
Try from bench v Was, started from R3 until injury in Jan; 150th PREM app v Exe in Nov
2013/14
6th PREM semi – W3 L3; 3rd PREM final (try)
Club Career
216 prev PREM games (181 starts, 46 tries) – 36 in 172 (150 starts) for Nor, 10 in 44 for Sal 
74 prev EPCR games (23 tries) – 18 (13 Cmps Cup) in 60 previous for Nor, 4 in 14 for Sal
Tries in 2011 EPCR semi and final
Chall Cup winner 2005, 2009 & 2014 – repl for Sale in 2006 (alongside C Day) & try v Leic in 2013 
International Career
34 England caps (7 tries) (last 2 on the wing v Arg & NZ Nov 2013) - Started 27 of England’s 28 Tests between Mar 2010 & Jun 2012 - only game missed v Wal (H) in Aug 2011
29 caps at FB; try in all 3 Tests v Fra (inc. 2011 RWC QF & starting debut in 2010)
Injuries
Ruptured ACL Jan 2015 (6 mths); knee Nov 2013 (14 wks); 11 wks (ankle ligaments v Bath) in Sep 2012
Miscellaneous
Married Una Healy in 2012 (1st child, Aoife, Mar 2012; Tadhg in Feb 2015); auditioned for Pop Idol!
Age Will be 33 in July (born in Chester, DOB 22/07/85)




Wesley FOFANA (16/04/22) ex Clermont, retired Jun 2022
Biog 1
LAST SUNDAY WAS 1st APPEARANCE FOR 7 MONTHS
Biog 2
23 CHAMPIONS CUP TRIES FOR CLERMONT
Biog 3
55th CHAMPIONS CUP APPEARANCE
Commentary Notes
48 FRANCE CAPS, LAST IN AUGUST 2019
Biog 1 – since opening day of season v Lyon (A); recurrent thigh injuries
Biog 2 – 2 behind Napolioni Nalaga’s Clermont record of 25
Biog 3 – JUST 1 BEHIND BENJAMIN KAYSER’S 55 CHAMPIONS CUP GAMES FOR CLERMONT, WHICH IS behind only Parra, Rougerie, Zirakashvili and Lapandry for Clermont
Last Season
9 Top 14 apps, 2 tries (v Pau & Stade F)
2 EPCR apps – hampered by a thigh inj
Club Career
146 previous Top 14 games (42 tries) - all Cle 
54 previous EPCR games (23 tries) – all Cle
5 previous Challenge Cup games (3 tries) – all Cle
Won Challenge Cup with Clermont in 2019
Won Top 14 with Clermont in 2010 but didn’t play in the knockout stages 
Full debut on opening day of 2009/10 season and scored a try in a 37-28 win away at Bourgoin – scored four tries in 20 Top 14 appearances that season
Joined Clermont’s youth setup in 2008
Started at the Paris Universite Club
His dad was a football coach and he didn’t start playing rugby until secondary school
International Career
48 France caps (15 tries) - try on debut v Ita (H) Feb 2012, last cap v Ita, Aug 2019
Went to Japan but was sent home after injury complication
Was due to play v Italy in final round of 2019 6N but withdrew
Made 1st 6N app for 3 years v Wal in Rd 1 2019 & got injured
Won 1st cap for 2 years v NZ in June (Try)
2 tries in 4 games at RWC 2015
Played 24 straight Tests, inc. debut, before missing a match 
Equalled Patrick Esteve's 1983 French record with tries in his first 4 Six Nations games
Scored a try in each of his first 4 Tests
Miscellaneous
Mali descent
Nickname: `The cheetah` (Le Guepard) 
Played with France international Jeremy Menez in his footballing days
Age Was 34 in January (born in Paris, DOB 20/01/88)

Adriaan FONDSE (02/03/12) ex Newcastle, released 2012
Biog 1
SENT OFF v LONDON IRISH LAST MONTH 
Biog 1
MADE FALCONS DEBUT AS A SUB v QUINS IN NOVEMBER
Commentary Notes
Was dismissed after throwing a punch at shrinking violet Delon Armitage…Fondse joins Alesana Tuilagi and Tom Wood as the only red cards this season – only seven men in PREM history have been sent off twice (none of them from overseas) and no Newcastle player has ever seen red twice (Garath Archer got both his during his Bristol days)
Suspended for last week’s game at Leicester
Made over 30 Super Rugby appearances for the Stormers and also played for Western Province…Cape Town to Newcastle – bit of a culture shock
Played with Falcons team-mate Corne Uys at WP – Uys calls him “a gentle giant” 
Capped by South Africa at U21
Certainly would be “Happy Days” if he could help Falcons win tonight…
Will be 29 in June


Kieron FONOTIA (23/02/20) ex Scarlets, joined Tasman Jul 2020
Biog 1
PLAYED IN 3 OF SAMOA’S WORLD CUP GAMES
Biog 2
JOINED SCARLETS FROM OSPREYS IN 2017/18
Biog 3
SCORED 3 TRIES IN 18 APPEARANCES LAST SEASON
Commentary Notes
Before Edinburgh defeat, his last PRO14 outing was in early Nov v Benetton. Was sidelined due to a calf injury
Biog 1- He didn’t play in victory over Russia but featured in defeats to Scotland, Japan and Ireland.
Club Career
51 PRO14 appearance (37 starts, 6 tries) - 22 for Scarlets; 29 for Ospreys
14 previous EPCR apps (3 tries)
Ospreys Rugby
International Career
12 Samoa caps (9 starts, 1 try) - debut v NZL in June 2017
Age:  Was 32 this month (DOB 02/02/1988)


Joe FORD (02/03/19) ex Leicester, joined Yorks Carnegie Jul 2019, brief spell as interim head coach then retired Jan 2020 to pursue business interests
Biog 1
1st PREM start since November
Biog 2
Only 4th PREM appearance this season
Biog 3
Slotted 11 of 17 kicks this season (all comps, 65%)
Commentary Notes
This Season
Only PREM apps this term: repl v Wor (H) Sep, start v Glo (A) Nov & repl v Glo (H) Jan; try v Nor (A,PRC) Jan
Last Season
13 TIMES AN UNUSED REPL (all comps); Leic debut in Rd 4 v Har (A), capt in 1st start for Leic in AW v Glo (H) & 13 pts in 1st PREM start for Leic v Sal (H)in Nov; 1st try for Leic in Feb v Glo (A) 
2016/17 (for Yorkshire Carnegie)
Helped Yorks Carnegie reach Championship final
2015/16 (for Sale Sharks)
Started v Quins in Mar – never started more than 1 PREM game in a season for Sale (1 in 13/14, 1 in 14/15 & 1 this year) – started 3 for Leeds in 09/10
2014/15 (for Sale Sharks)
Only PREM start all season v Wasps (A) in Jan was not a success – 11 repl apps as well
2013/14 (for Sale Sharks)
Kicked 3 drop goals -  including in Sale debut win v Gloucester in Rd 1
Club Career
49 prev PREM games (163p, 0T, 3DG) – 42p in 11 Leic, 69p (0T, 2DG) in 29 Sal, 52p (0T, 1DG) in 9 Lee
17 prev EPCR games (56 pts, 0 tries, 2 DG) – 2 pts in 4 Leic, 52 pts in 12 Sal, 2 in 1 Nor
Signed for Leicester in 2017
Re-joined Yorkshire Carnegie (Leeds when he played there before) in 2016
Joined Sale in 2013, after being dropped by Leeds at back end of 2012/13 when Rory Clegg arrived on loan from Quins
Scored 237 pts in the 2012/13 Championship for Leeds
Returned to Leeds Carnegie (where he was in the Academy) in 2011 (426 pts in 63 apps – all comps) after a year with Northampton Saints which included Champions Cup & AW Cup apps (but none in the PREM)
Made 9 PREM apps for Leeds in 2009/10
International Career
Ex-England U18
Miscellaneous
Dad is former Bath & Toulon head coach & former England defensive coach Mike Ford and brother is fellow Leicester fly-half George Ford
Age Will be 29 in June (Born in Oldham, DOB 04/06/90)

Yannick FORESTIER (24/01/15) ex Castres, retired 2016
Biog 1
MAKING HIS 1st APPEARANCE OF THE SEASON
Biog 2
LAST START WAS TOP 14 FINAL LOSS TO TOULON
Commentary Notes
Was fit to return last week but was left frustrated as he wasn’t registered for Europe – admin issue sorted this week and officially replaced Florian Houerie in EPCR squad
Injured his neck in pre-season
Last Season
22 apps in Top 14, started final v Toulon
Club Career
29th EPCR game (1 try) – 25 for Castres and 3 for Colomiers in 03/04 Challenge Cup
Has made well over 100 appearances for the club
Spent a season at Albi in 02/03 and one at Colomiers before finding his place at Castres
Began his career with Narbonne in the PRO D2 and stayed until he was 19
Was a lock and flanker as a child before moving to prop
International Career
11 caps for France
Finally won his first France cap at the age of 30 v Australia in November 2012
Played many times for France A before getting a full international call-up
Won the World U21 Championship with France in 2003
Has also played for French Barbarians
Age Was 33 earlier this month (DOB 02/01/82, Born in Narbonne)

Jack FORSTER (01/04/11) ex Sale, retired in 2011 (neck)
Biog
24 YEAR OLD FORMER GLOUCESTER PROP
Commentary Notes
Only started 12 PREM games in 4 seasons with Glos. Went to Sale in search of more opportunities….Only made 3 starts for the Sharks (none since October)

Chris FORTEY (29/09/11) – ex Worcester, retired 2012
Biog 1
217th PREM APPEARANCE
Biog 2
36-YEAR-OLD FORMER GLOUCESTER HOOKER
Commentary Notes
Only 6 men have played more PREM games (88 for Worcester, 127 for Gloucester)Born in Gloucester, 36 last month

Kahn FOTUALI’I (19/01/20) ex Montpellier, retired Jun 2020
Biog 1
MADE 1st EPCR START FOR 2 YEARS v TOULOUSE LAST MONTH
Biog 2
49th EPCR APPEARANCE
Biog 3
35 SAMOA CAPS, LAST IN 2017
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Previous was in Jan 2018 v Benetton (a) for Bath
Peter Stringer (37) was the only older Back to play for Bath in the PREM
PLAYED IN ENGLAND FOR SAINTS & BATH
Last Season
Started v Sale in Dec & repl home & away v Leinster in Dec; given leave to go home to Nzl for Xmas
Injury trouble this season…latest was bruised retina…; 100th PREM app
2017/18
1st PREM YC as repl v Leic (A); played for 78 mins off bench v Sar (H); missed New (H) due to conc in Sep; new deal in Nov; 13 PREM turnovers (1st among SHs)
2016/17
Try v Sal (H) & MoM v Exe (A) in Oct; 2 tries v Bri (A) in Chall Cup in Jan; 
Named best back & supporters’ player of year at end of season
2015/16 (for Northampton)
Injured v Exeter (H) on New Year’s Day – out for almost 3 mths, started Champs Cup QF v Saracens
2014/15 (for Northampton)
Tries v Glos & Sale as a repl, starts v Newcastle & Bath in Sep, try v Quins in Dec
2013/14 (for Northampton)
Saints debut as sub v Exeter in Rd 1, first start at Quins in Rd 2, first pts was DG v Leinster in Dublin in Dec, first try v Leicester in Mar; MoM in Chall Cup semi v Quins; 1st PREM final
Club Career
101 prev PREM games (65 starts, 9 tries, 2YC) – 3 in 47 (2YC) Bth, 6 in 54 (28 sts) Nor
48 prev Eur games (6 tries, 1 DG, 33 pts) – 0 in 3 Mon, 10 pts (2T) in 15 Bth, 2T & 1dg in 19 Nor, 2T in 11 Osp
Joined Montpellier in 2019
Signed for Bath in 2016
Joined Saints in 2013
Recruited by Ospreys after the 2011 World Cup – so was playing for George North’s Scarlets’ bitterest rivals; Munster, Bath, Racing Metro, Montpellier and Saracens were all linked before the move to Saints was announced
Worked his way through the NZ Provincial system to the Crusaders squad via Nelson Bays and Tasman; In 2011 he was the main starting scrum half for the Crusaders
International Career
35 Samoa caps (33 starts, 5 tries, 28 pts) – debut v Jpn (Tokyo) Oct 2010, last cap v Fji (H) Jul 2017
Skippered Samoa v All Blacks in June 2017 – his 4th Test as captain & he has lost them all
Played in all 3 Tests in Nov 2016
Captained Samoa in a game at 2015 World Cup 
played in wins v Australia in Sydney in 2011 & v Wales in 2012 in Cardiff
Age Will be 38 in May (born in Auckland, Nzl; DOB 22/05/82)

Hendre FOURIE (27/10/11) – Forced to retire Jan 2013 (Shoulder)
Biog 1
JOINED SALE THIS SEASON 
Biog 2
WAS IN ENGLAND’S WORLD CUP TRAINING SQUAD
Commentary Notes
Joined Sale this season after Leeds were relegated for an undisclosed fee, having signed a two-year contract with Leeds in 2010 
Made England debut as a sub v NZ and first start v Samoa (both in November 2010), also in run-in team v Wales & Ireland (both away) during World Cup warm-ups – suffered hamstring injury in Dublin that ruled him out of World Cup contention and had to undergo shoulder surgery in September – will be out until January; qualified for England by residency in 2009. Trained with Six Nations squad in 2010 after Saxons debut and toured Australia that summer
Moved to the UK from South Africa in 2005 to join Rotherham Titans before giving up a teaching career to join Leeds Carnegie in 2007. Played for the Cheetahs in SA 
Was 32 last month, born in SA’s Eastern Cape

Ben FRANKS (06/03/20 – repl, final app of career) ex Northampton, retired Jun 2020
Biog 1
Due to retire at the end of the season
Biog 2
Double World Cup winner with New Zealand
Biog 3
Yellow card v Bath in November
Commentary notes
Biog 3 – Persistent scrum infringements as Bath put the squeeze on him 
Lost 36 of 53 previous PREM games…only lost 3 of 47 Tests for Nzl!! – brother Owen has joined him here at Saints
PREM captaincy record: PL2 W0 L2 (all for L Irish); Relegated with London Irish last season
This Season 
12 pens 
Last Season 
3 pens v Glo (A) in R1, 2 at scrum
2017/18 (for L Irish)
relegated; 20 PREM apps (15 starts); 1st PREM YC v Was (H) in Nov; twice led Lir in PREM
2016/17 (for L Irish)
Won Championship title
2015/16 (for L Irish)
Repl in final to win 2nd World Cup; L Irish debut v Gre & PREM debut v Was both in Nov; relegated
Club Career
53 previous PREM games (29 sts, 1 try, 1YC) – 1 in 26 Nor, 0 in 27 (21 sts) Lir
1 previous Champions Cup game (0 starts, 0 tries) – all Nor
8 previous Challenge Cup games (4 sts, 0 tries) – 0 in 5 Nor, 0 in 3 (2 sts) Lir
Recruited by Northampton in 2018
Joined London Irish on a 3-year deal after World Cup – relegated, promoted, relegated with them!
Played in Hawke’s Bay side that won the Ranfurly Shield
Joined Hurricanes in 2013
Won Super Rugby titles with Crusaders in 2006 & 2008
Made Canterbury debut in 2005, also had a spell with Tasman
Specialist tighthead but can also perform at loosehead
Club Career
47 New Zealand caps (7 starts, 2 tries) - debut v Ire (N P’mouth) Jun 2010 , last cap 2015 RWC final
Only lost 3 Tests in his career (also 1 draw), won all his 8 World Cup games across 2011 & 2015
Namibia game in Sep 2015 at Olympic Stadium was 1st start since Japan in Nov 2013 
Won 4 Tri Nations/Rugby Championship titles
Try in dramatic comeback win v Ireland in Dublin in Nov 2013
4 replacement appearances in 2011 World Cup included the semi-final v Australia but not the final
In 2010, Ben & Owen Franks became first brothers to play for All Blacks since the Brookes
Try on Test debut in Jun 2010
Missed most of 2009 with a foot injury
Made All Black debut (as opposed to Test bow) v Munster in 2008
Age Will be 36 this month (born in Melbourne, Aus; DOB 27/03/84)


Will FRASER (17/11/17) – Glo v Sar
Former Saracens flanker, retired in August 
Try for Saracens v Gloucester here in February
Played in Saracens’ 2016 PREM final win
Notes
Retired aged just 27 due to neck injury…Missed chance of playing in both 2014 & 2015 PREM finals due to injury - Made just 12 PREM appearances across 2013/14 & 2014/15 seasons due to injury
2016/17
Out until late Jan with hip injury, returned for 2 games then ruled out with neck problem & retired Aug 2017
2015/16
Try v Sal (H) in Oct; Started v Tls, Lir, New, Oyx & Was, 50th PREM game (v Leic in Jan); agreed new contract in Mar; try v Bth (A) in Apr; wins in Only Champs Cup Final, 2nd PREM semi; Only PREM Final
2014/15
Try & MoM v Har in Sep; started both Champs Cup games in Oct; tries v W Prov & Nor in Nov – out with injured back so didn’t play after Nov (out for 6 months)
2013/14
Only 6 games into comeback from shoulder inj when curse struck again; missed PREM final
Club Career
61 PREM games (9 tries) – all for Saracens
18 EPCR games (2 tries) – all for Saracens
Tries in Mar 2013 v Lwe & Har at Allianz Park
Sent to the sin-bin v Mun in Dec 2012
Put on four kilos in summer 2012 at request of Sar strength and conditioning coach Phil Morrow, who placed him on an almonds & eggs diet to lose five in 2 weeks in March 2014!
Try scorer in win v Rac in Oct 2012
Saracens debut as a repl at Bth in Sep 2011, was mentored by Richard Hill for two years
Played in 2012 PREM 7s 
Dual registered with Bedford in 2011/12
Started out at Amersham & Chiltern before moving to Watford club Fullerians as a 13yo
Injury Woes
Tore Latissimus dorsi muscle off the bone beneath shoulder in Apr 2013 & missed the Cmps Cup & PREM semis – was tipped to make the England tour of South America (out for 6 mths)
Foot and knee v Sal in Nov 2013 (4 mths); Back in Nov 2014 (6 mths); hip in 2016 (5 mths)
International Career
Try for England Saxons v Irish Wolfhounds at Exeter in Jan 2013 (played alongside Kruis), it was his first England representative appearance since England U16, but not named in England tour squad
Miscellaneous
Wrote “HF” on tape on left wrist before every game in tribute to younger brother Henry, who was paralysed in 2009 in a swimming accident as a teenager; Studying for a history degree
Age Was 28 last month (born in Watford; DOB 29/10/89)

Florian FRITZ (21/11/15) ex Toulouse, retired Jun 2018
Biog 1
MAKING HIS 75th CHAMPIONS CUP APPEARANCE
Biog 2
TRY IN 39-22 WIN v LA ROCHELLE LAST MONTH
Biog 3
PLAYING IN HIS 13th SEASON IN EUROPE
Commentary Notes
14 tries in 74 previous Champions Cup appearances
Last Season
22 Top 14 apps, tries v Bordeaux in Nov & Grenoble in May
2013/14
Missed 7 Top 14 rounds after motorbike crash in Dec - Injured shoulder, elbow and finger 
Club Career
Has made over 300 appearances for Toulouse
Won the Heineken Cup in his first season in 2005 and won it again in 2010
Won the Top 14 in 2008, 2011 and 2012
Began his career with Bourgoin and moved to Toulouse in 2004
International Career
34 France caps (3 tries) - debut v South Africa in 2005, last cap v South Africa in Nov 2013
Age Will be 32 in January (DOB 27/1/84, comes from Burgundy)

Robbie FRUEAN (30/04/17) ex Bath, joined Edinburgh Jul 2017, retired May 2018
Biog 1
Just his 2nd PREM appearance
Biog 2
Signed from Crusaders this season
Biog 3
Try in Chall Cup SF v Stade last Sunday
Commentary Notes
Played for Blackadder & Matson at the Crusaders
This Season
Had a hamstring injury when he arrived; try on 1st app for Bath Utd v Gloucester Utd
Missed the 2016 Super Rugby season due to a pectoral muscle injury and illness
Club Career
1 previous PREM games (0 starts, 0 tries)
3 previous EPCR games (2 starts, 2 tries) – all for Bath
71 previous Super Rugby games (16 tries) – 14 in 66 for Crusaders, 1 in 4 for Chiefs & 1 in 1 for Canes
Signed for Bath in September
Returned to the Crusaders in 2015
Signed for Hawke’s Bay in 2014
Had heart surgery again in 2013 & joined the Chiefs under Dave Rennie
ITM Cup Player of the Year in 2012
Lost to Ben Tapuai’s Reds in 2011 Super Rugby final (18-13) – both started at centre
Joined Crusaders in 2010, partnering Sonny Bill Williams in centres
Returned and made Super Rugby debut for Hurricanes in 2009
Made NPC debut for Wellington but then not long afterwards had to have open heart surgery for a potentially life-threatening inflammation of the heart called rheumatic fever
Used to be with the same club side (Northern United) in Wellington as Jerry Collins
International Career
Former NZ U19 international – won U19 title in 2007
Won World U19 Player of the Year in 2007
Miscellaneous
Is of Samoan heritage
Age Will be 29 in July (born in Wellington, Nzl; DOB 13/07/88)

Mariano GALARZA (08/09/18) ex Gloucester, joined Bordeaux Oct 2018, joined Bayonne Jul 2019
Biog 1
5th season with Gloucester
Biog 2
Missed first 14 weeks last season (knee)
Biog 3
25 Argentina caps, last in 2015 World Cup
Commentary Notes
Yet to be carded playing for Gloucester (or in the PREM for any club, has been in Europe)
Last Season
Missed 1st 14 wks (knee); seasonal debut v Zeb (A) in Dec; 2nd Chall Cup final
2016/17
Missed Sal (A) in Sep - conc (k’od by Faosiliva - RC) v Wor in Rd 2; 13 starts + 3 repl apps in PREM
2015/16
Played in RWC, banned for 9 wks (contacted eye area of Retallick), back for Nor (A) in Nov; new deal
2014/15
Started every 2014 Rugby Champs game for Arg, shoulder inj in final match v Aus in Oct meant op; Controversial Glo debut in Mar led to suspended pts deduction (not properly reg); 1st Chall Cup final
2013/14 (for Wor)
YC in 1st start for Wor in Chall Cup v Sal in Oct, try v Sar in Dec, 2 v Sal in Feb
Club Career
60 previous PREM games (48 starts, 3 tries) –  0 in 44 for Glo, 3 in 16 (16 sts) for Wor
0 previous Champions Cup games 
19 previous Challenge Cup Games (12 sts, 0T, 1YC) – 16 for Glo, 3 (2 sts, 1YC) for Wor
Signed for Gloucester in 2014
Joined Worcester in 2013 
Signed for Leinster in 2010 but left during the 2010/11 season to play for Pampas XV  in the Vodacom Cup in South Africa
International Career
25 Argentina caps (0 tries) – debut v Sco (Tucuman) Jun 2010, last cap v Nzl (Wembley) Sep 2015
Started every 2014 Rugby Championship game
Started both Tests v England in Argentina in June 2013
4 appearances in 2013 Rugby Championship (2 starts)
Played in 2011 World Cup
Age Will be 32 in November (born in Veinticinco de Mayo, small town 200km north of Buenos Aires, Arg; DOB 12/11/86)

Cillian GALLAGHER (17/11/19) ex Connacht, retired Jun 2021
Biog 1
CHAMPIONS CUP DEBUT
Biog 2
JUST HIS 7th START FOR CONNACHT (ALL COMPS)
Biog 3
SCORED 1st PRO14 TRY v DRAGONS LAST MONTH
Commentary Notes
FORMER IRELAND U20 INTERNATIONAL
Club Career
10 previous PRO14 games (4 starts, 1 try)
4 previous EPCR games (2 starts, 0 tries) – all in Chal Cup
Signed first senior contract in March 2018
Made 1st start v Brive in 2017
Made debut off bench in Challenge Cup win v Worcester in October 2017
Connacht academy
International Career
Ireland U20 – 2016 6N & JWC & 2017 6N
Miscellaneous
Attended Summerhill College – reached the Connacht Cup final for the first time in its history
Played football and Gaelic football until age of 13
Age Was 22 in July (born in Sligo; DOB 23/07/97)



Matt GARVEY (25/02/22) ex Worcester, retired Jun 2022
Biog 1
Led Worcester v old club Gloucester in December
Biog 2
All 8 PREM starts for Worcester at lock
Biog 3
Worcester is his 4th PREM club
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – PREM Cup, 1st game as Worcester skipper
Missed 5 months in 2018/19 (ankle); 2018/19 BATH CLUB CAPTAIN
PREM captaincy record: PL25 W14 L10 D1; Bath co-captain along with Ford 2016/17
Yellow v Gloucester (A) in April 2014 in game that set a new record for most number of cards issued in a PREM match! 
2018/19
YC in Rd 1 but 1st Bth capt for 14 yrs to win at Leic; 100th PREM start in Dec (v Exe); won 3 turnovers v Sal (A) but missed 5 tackles v Was (H) in Dec; 2 starts at lock
2016/17
Capt v Nor (A) in Rd 1, missed New & Wor games (h’string) in Sep; co-capt from end of Sep; MoM v Bri (H) in Chall in Oct; succ. games at lock for 1st time in 11 mths in Nov; neck inj in Jan – out for 4 mths
2015/16
18 PREM Sts & 5 in Cmps Cup; 100th PREM game in Nov, try v New (A) in Jan; Started 23 out of 28 games
2014/15
Out for 1st 2 mths: 2T v Glo (A) in Dec; MoM v Gla (H); 1st start at lock since Dec 2012 in Apr v New (A), 1st PREM final
2013/14
Only missed 3 PREM games; Until injury struck at end of Apr had only missed 1 PREM game
Club Career
182 prev PREM games (132sts,10T,3YC) – 0 in 10 Wor, 1 in 16 (11 sts) Glo, 6 in 98 (76sts, 3YC) Bth, 3 in 58 (38sts, 1YC) Lir
31 prev Champions Cup games (21 sts, 0 tries) – 1 in 21 Bth, 0 in 10 Lir
17 prev Challenge Cup games (13 sts, 1 try) – 0 in 1 Wor, 1 in 10 Bth, 0 in 6 Lir
Joined Worcester in 2021
Signed for Gloucester in 2020
Joined Bath in 2013
Wore the 4, 5, 6 & 7 shirts for Irish in 2012/13 
Try in PREM draw v Leic (A) Nov 2011 2T v Sal in AW in Nov 2012; try v Wor in Mar 2013
Named Irish’s “defender of the year” for two seasons running (2010/11 & 11/12) after being logged as having a 95% (2010/11) & 94% (2011/12) tackle completion rate by their analysts
Joined the L Irish Academy in 2009
Illness
In 2010/11, he appeared in every PREM game until beginning of Feb 2011 (first 11 as a sub, was given starts in the AW and Challenge Cups) before being ruled out for six months after being diagnosed with an infection in his spine which, if left untreated, would have been paralysed…antibiotics and the replacement of a prolapsed disc with a titanium one sorted it out 
International Career
Uncapped
Played for England Saxons v Irish Wolfhounds at Sandy Park in Jan 2012 & in Cork in Jan 2015
Age Was 34 in October (born in Thurrock, Essex; DOB 23/10/87)


Charles GELI (20/01/17) ex Montpellier, retired 2018
Biog 1
JUST HIS 4th START THIS SEASON
Biog 2
1st EPCR START FOR OVER A YEAR
Biog 3
WON TOP 14 WITH PERPIGNAN IN 2009
Commentary Notes 
1st EPCR start for over a year since 23-22 win v Cardiff Blues here in Dec 2015
RED CARDED TWICE IN HIS CAREER
This Season
5 Top 14 games (3 starts); try in win v Brive in Sep; 2 Champs Cup games (both as repl) 
Last Season
1 try in 10 Top 14 games (just 2 starts), try v Pau in August; 2 tries in 5 Challenge Cup games (just 1 start), tries v Cardiff in Dec & Quins in Jan
Club Career
34 previous EPCR games (5 tries) – 2 in 15 for Montpellier, 3 in 19 for Perpignan
Over 100 Top 14 appearances 
Won Challenge Cup in 2016
Sent off in opening round of 2014/15 Top 14 season
Sent off v Mont-de-Marsan in Mar 2013 in only 2nd start for Montpellier
Joined Montpellier in 2012
Came off the bench in Perpignan’s 2011 Heineken Cup s/f defeat to Northampton
Won the Top 14 with Perpignan in 2008/09
Began pro career at Perpignan – made 70 appearances for them between 2007 and 2012
International Career
Uncapped
Age Will be 30 in March (DOB 26/03/87, born in Toulouse)

Jamie GIBSON (12/02/21) ex Gloucester, final game
Biog 1
1st PREM start for Gloucester
Biog 2
187th PREM appearance
Biog 3
Try for Saints here in October 2017
Commentary Notes
PLAYED IN CHAMPIONS CUP FOR 3 DIFFERENT CLUBS (Lock v Lyon in Dec 2020)
16 career yellow cards – 10 in PREM, 5 in Europe, 1 in AW
2018/19
Only missed 3 games (all comps): 1 PREM Cup in Oct & 1st 2 of 2019 in Jan (1 PREM, 1 Chall Cup)
Try v Leic (Tw) Oct; 100th Nor 1st Team game Dec 21 
2017/18
Played in every PREM game; Repl v Sar (Tw) in Rd 1; stared v old club Leic (H), 19 turnovers won in PREM (=1st) with Dave Ward; 22 tackles v Exe (H) in Dec; MoM v Leic (A) in Apr in 150th PREM app
2016/17
Only games missed Har (A) in Oct & Mon (H & A) in Oct/Jan; tries in 3 str games in Feb; YC v Was (A) & 100th PREM start in Apr
2015/16
YC v Sca (H) in Nov; MoM v Bat (A) & YC v Lir (A) in Dec; In Jan 2nd player to appear for both sides in E Mids derby in PREM era (other Darren Morris) & scored a try; 100th PREM game v Quins (A), YC v L Irish (H) & try v New (A) in Feb; made over 100 lineout takes in the PREM; YC v Con (H) in May
2014/15 (for Leicester)
Only missed 2 PREM games (both defeats – Bth (A) in Sep & Nor (A) in Dec); signed for Nor
2013/14 (for Leicester)
Signed from L Irish - 1st start for Tigers was v New at Welford Rd in Sep
Debut was as repl v Bth in Rd 2; Sin-bin v Wor in AW for blatantly coming in at the side in Nov – first yellow in Leic colours; 1st Leic try v Mon in Dec; MoM v Bth in Jan; try v Har at Stoop; 1st PREM PO
Club Career
186 prev PREM games (138s,11T,9YC) – 0T in 5 Glo, 7T in 91 Nor, 3T in 40 (34s) Leic, 1T in 50 (34s) Lir 
31 prev Champions Cup games (11sts,2T, 5YC) – 1T (1YC) in 16 Nor, 1 in 9 Leic, 1 in 6 Lir
11 previous Challenge Cup games (9sts, 1T) – 0T in 5 Nor, 1 in 6 (6 sts) Lir
2 prev Champions Cup Play-off games (1sts,0T) – all for Nor
YC v Bth, Wor & Leic (at Madejski) in 2013/14
International Career
Uncapped. Played for England in 3 non-cap games; Ex-England U20 international
Injury Woes
Had his share of injuries…Medial ligaments in 2009, Broke a leg in pre-season in 2010…Didn’t appear until the second half of the 2010/11 campaign
Miscellaneous
Studied Classics degree
Age Was 30 in September (born in London, DOB 27/09/90)



Facundo GIGENA (09/09/20) ex Leicester, released Feb 2021
Biog 1
Made PREM debut last season
Biog 2
Signed new contract in July
Biog 3
Former Argentina U20 international
Commentary Notes
Surname pronounced ‘He-heena’’
Last Season
Cmps Cup debut as repl v Sca (H) Oct; YC v Sal (H, PRC) Nov; PREM debut as repl v Glo (A) Nov; 1st PREM try in Mar v Sal (A)
2017/18
Leic debut in AW v Cbl (H) in Jan, only other app in AW v Was (A) in Feb
Club Career
21 previous PREM games (4 starts, 1 try) – all Leic
4 previous Champions Cup games (0 starts, 0 tries) – all Leic
4 previous Challenge Cup games
5 previous Super Rugby games (0 tries) – all Jag
Joined Leicester in Jan 2018
Played for Jaguares in 2016 Super Rugby
Appeared for Tala in Argentine domestic rugby
International Career
Argentina XV
Ex-Argentina U20 - played in Junior World Championship in 2013 and 2014.
Age WILL BE 26 ON TUESDAY (born in Cordoba, Arg; DOB 15/09/94)


Craig GILLIES (22/02/13) ex Worcester, retired 2013
Biog
MADE HIS PREM DEBUT IN OCTOBER 1997
Commentary Notes
Scored his second PREM try and first for 15 years in April 2012…previous one was for Richmond v Leicester at the Athletic Ground, Dec 1997!! Ben Clarke and Scott Quinnell were also try scorers in a 32-15 win; Richard Cockerill was the Tigers hooker that day and it was so long ago that Tigers wore letters
If he scores tonight he would be Worcester’s oldest PREM try scorer
Record 285 games for Worcester in all comps, including 146 in the PREM (also a club record); Played in all 8 PREM seasons for the Warriors
11th PREM Severn derby – only won one
Says he is `in negotiations` about signing yet another contract at Sixways….
Will be 37 in May, Glasgow-born

Conor GILSENAN (20/10/19) ex L Irish, retired Sep 2020
Biog 1
6th season with London Irish
Biog 2
Former Leinster academy player
Biog 3 
Scored 1st PREM try in defeat v Newcastle in Sep 2017
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Just his 3rd PREM start this season; last v Bath in Nov; spent time out with shoulder injury 
Signed new contract at end of 2016/17 season
Club Career
22 previous PREM games (1 try) – all for L Irish
12 previous EPCR games (2 tries) – all for L Irish in the Challenge Cup
Joined L Irish in 2014 
Loaned by Leinster to Connacht in Feb in 2013/14 - played 3 times in the PRO 12 at the tail-end of the season – try v Ospreys on the final day
Won 2012/13 British & Irish Cup with Leinster A, was a product of their Academy
International Career
Ex-Ireland U18, U19 & U20 
Age Was 27 in September (hails from Mullingar, Westmeath; DOB 10/09/92)



Phil GODMAN (21/09/14) ex Newcastle, retired 2015
Biog 1
IN HIS SECOND SPELL WITH THE FALCONS
Biog 2
23 SCOTLAND CAPS, LAST v ENGLAND IN MARCH 2010
Commentary Notes
Last Season
12 PREM starts, 5 subs, 94 pts in all competition; only tri in LV v Dragons at Kingston Pk in Jan
Club Career
Re-joined Newcastle last season
Had a break of nine years between PREM appearances…between last season’s opener & when he came on as a replacement v Sale in Apr 2004, when he sat on the Newcastle bench alongside the likes of Geoff Parling and Ben Gollings; Phil Dowson was in the back row and the hooker was…Matt Thompson; Made 18 PREM appearances in his first spell on Tyneside
Played for London Scottish in the 2012/13 Championship
Eight seasons with Edinburgh (115 Celtic League & 35 Heineken Cup games) 
International Career
23 Scotland caps - debut as a replacement v Romania in Jun 2005, first start was also v Romania in Nov 2006, lost his place for a year after 2007 Six Nations; last cap v England, Murrayfield Mar 2010
Injuries
Suffered a knee injury in Autumn 2010 – out for a year 
Age Was 32 in May

Jonny GOLDING (05/05/12) (ex-Newcastle, retired June 2013)
Biog 2
MISSED FIRST HALF OF THIS SEASON DUE TO INJURY
Biog 2
SIN-BINNED TWICE LAST SEASON, BOTH v HARLEQUINS
Commentary Notes
Ruled out this season until January 
Out for 3 months last season due to injury sustained (and sin-binned) in ESPN game at Quins in October 2010 when he was given a torrid time by Marler and company after coming on as a sub
Sin-binned twice last season, both v Harlequins
Local lad (born in Ashington and brought up in Morpeth); Extended contract in February last year – been with Falcons since 2006 
2010 England Saxons squad, close to a Six Nations call-up that year before rib injury ruled him out just before the tournament; Ex-Leicester academy, Northampton & Rotherham
Hobby: Surfing (catches waves with Jimmy Gopperth & used to surf in Scotland with Carl Hayman)
Will be 30 tomorrow - will it be a massive celebration??

Alex GOODE (31/05/25) final game of pro rugby, ex-Saracens, retired Jun 2025
Biog 1
282ND & FINAL PREMIERSHIP GAME
Biog 2
21 ENGLAND CAPS, LAST IN 2016
Biog 3
670 POINTS IN 281 PREVIOUS PREM APPS
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Prem debut at fly-half in May 2008 v Bristol in Milton Keynes alongside Richard Hill, who retired that day! Kevin Sorrell, Kris Chesney & Paul Gustard was also in the Sarries team that day!
OUT 4 MONTHS THIS SEASON, Quad inj in warm-up v Leic last Oct, came back in Prem Cup in Feb
Biog 3 –3RD ON PREM ALL-TIME APPS LIST, behind Wigglesworth & Care 
MISSED SF DEFEAT v SAINTS IN MAY 2024 AFTER MCL INJURY IN TRAINING… HAD STARTED ALL SARACENS’ PREV 21 PREM PLAY-OFF GAMES - And also started all 26 EPCR KO games since 2012
PREM CAPTAINCY RECORD: PL13 W6 D1 L6
WON 3 CHAMPIONS CUP FINALS (2016, 2017 & 2019), WON 6 OF RECORD 9 PREM FINALS
Last Season 
16th Prem season (Prem debut in 2008),YC v Bul (A) Dec, 9 Prem try assists (3rd)
2022/23 
Try v Bth (H), match-win pen v Exe (A) & PoM in Sar rec 339th 1st Team app v Sal (H) Oct, FPYC v Glo (A) Jan, FPYC v Sal (A) Mar; new deal; try v Lir (H) Apr, 26/39 KICKS (ALL COMPS, 67%), 5 Prem starts at fly-half, 11 Prem Try Assists (Jt 2nd), Rec 12th Prem SF (W9, L3) - 1st in 10 for 1 club & 1st to START in 10, Record 9th Prem final!
2021/22 ; 11th Prem SF, Rec 8th Prem final (W5 L3)
2020/21 ; Played for Green Rockets in Japan 
2019/20 
6 starts at FH inc 7th Cmps Cup SF (=O’Callaghan, O’Gara, Hayes, Horan, Stringer & O’Connell rec)
2018/19 
EPCR PoY; YC v New (A) R1; FH v Nor (A) R3; MoM & try v Bth (H) Sep; 6th Cmps Cup SF (W4 L2); 4th Cmps Cup Final (W3 L1); Prem Dream team; Rec 10th Prem SF (W7, L3), rec = 7th Prem final
2017/18 
Try v Wor (A) Sep; try v Exe (H)Nov; 9th Prem SF (W6, L3); 6th Prem final
2016/17
out 11 wks (ankle); 5th consec. Cmps Cup SF (W3 L2); 3rd Cmps Cup final - TRY (W2 L1); 8th Prem SF
2015/16
Try in 3 str games Mar v Lir (NJ), Leic (A) & 200th Sar game v Exe (H); 2nd CMPS CUP FINAL; PREM PoY; 7th Prem SF, Try/PoM in 5th Prem final (W3 L2), 4th Cmps Cup SF 
Club Career
281 prev Prem games (rec 259 sts for Sar–226 FB, 33 FH; 36 tries, 670 pts, 6YC) – all Sar
77 prev Champions Cup games (72 sts, 10 tries, 122 pts, 1YC) – all Sar
14 prev Challenge Cup games (11 sts, 1 try, 13 pts) – all Sar
21 months without missing a Prem game between Dec 2010 and Sep 2012
International Career
21 England caps (8 pts, try+pen v Fra 2014) - deb v RSA (J’burg) Jun 2012, last v Fji (Tw) Nov 2016
Played for Bbs AGAINST Eng May 2017; FB in 2012 autumn Tests & 2013 6N – missed 2013 S Am tour & lost place to Mike Brown (2 repl apps in Nov 2013) Won 2010 Churchill Cup with Saxons
Miscellaneous
Nephew of Jo Goode (Oly badminton 3rd in 2000) & Andy Goode (played in 2 Olys) Ipswich Academy
Age Was 37 this month (born in Cambridge, DOB 07/05/88)
Andy GOODE (29/12/19 – EXE v SAR)
2285 PREM points
319 points in 30 PREM games for Saracens
84 points in 8 PREM games v Exeter
Notes
Played for Leicester v Wasps in 2005 PREM, 2007 Champions Cup & 2008 PREM finals (lost all three!)
667 PREM pts at Welford Road for 4 different clubs – only Tim Stimpson has scored more here
6 PREM clubs (Leicester, Saracens, Worcester, Wasps, London Irish – never played for them & Newcastle) - 2285 pts (only Charlie Hodgson has scored more)
Club Career
236 PREM games (2285 pts – only Charlie Hodgson has scored more) 28 tries, 38 Dgs (jt rec holder)
57 (0T) in 7 for Newcastle, 387 (1T) in 40 for Wasps; 357 (2T) in 39 for Worcester (only Shane Drahm scored more), 1,165 (15T) in 120 for Leicester (2nd in that list to Tim Stimpson);  319 (10T) in 30 for Saracens
81 EPCR games (671 pts, 8 tries, 11 DG) – 114 pts (0 tries) in 12 for Wasps, 63 pts (3 tries) in 9 for Worcester, 51 pts (0 tries) in 8 for Brive, 37 pts (0 tries) in 6 for Saracens, 
406 pts (5 tries) in 46 for Leicester
Came out of retirement in Dec 2015 to join Newcastle on a 3-month deal, retired April 2016
Signed for London Irish ahead of 2015/16 season but retired just before the start of the campaign in due to failure to recover from injuries
PREM record 33 pts v L Irish in Wasps’ 1st home game at Ricoh in Dec 2014; missed last-gasp DG to win v Leinster in Jan 2015; offered coaching role by Wasps for 2015/16 but chose to join L Irish
Hit post with attempted winning conversion with last kick of the game on Wasps debut v Quins in Sep 2013; Made 200th PREM appearance in Dec 2013; over 200 pts in all games in 2013/14
Joined Wasps in 2013 
Red card in Mar 2012 playing for Worcester at Welford Rd - Sin-binned for a professional foul, received a straight red in the 35th minute from Wayne Barnes for a shoulder charge on Tom Croft
Joined Worcester in summer 2010 & guided them to Championship title (371 points)
Played in 2010 Super Rugby for Sharks
Joined Brive in 2008
5 PREM titles with Leicester (inc. 4 in succession) and 2 Champions Cups (back-to-back)
4 successive PREM finals between 2005 and 2008 (only won one of those – 2007) all alongside Ben 
Played for Saracens in 2002/03 & 2003/04, but then re-joined Leicester
Played in 2001 Champions Cup final win v Stade (Austin was scrum-half that day & Ben also played)
International Career
17 England caps (107 pts, 1 try) - debut as a sub for Charlie Hodgson v Italy in 2005 Six Nations, last in Nov 2009 v Argentina; having been recalled for 2009 Six Nations
Age Will be 40 in April (born in Coventry, DOB 03/04/80)

Andy GOODE (23/10/16 – EUROPE)
2-TIME CHAMPIONS CUP WINNER WITH LEICESTER
406 PTS IN 46 EPCR GAMES FOR LEICESTER
190 PTS IN 20 EPCR GAMES AT WELFORD RD
Notes
Played for Leicester v Wasps in 2005 PREM, 2007 Champions Cup & 2008 PREM finals (lost all three!)
667 PREM pts at Welford Road for 4 different clubs – only Tim Stimpson has scored more here
6 PREM clubs (Leicester, Saracens, Worcester, Wasps, London Irish – never played for them & Newcastle) - 2285 pts (only Charlie Hodgson has scored more)
Last Season
Announced retirement in Sep 2015 having joined London Irish in the summer, but signed for Newcastle in Dec on 3-month deal - debut v L Irish (A) in Jan!; retired in Apr
Club Career
236 PREM games (2285 pts – only Charlie Hodgson has scored more) 28 tries, 38 Dgs (jt rec holder)
57 (0T) in 7 for Newcastle, 387 (1T) in 40 for Wasps; 357 (2T) in 39 for Worcester (only Shane Drahm scored more), 1,165 (15T) in 120 for Leicester (2nd in that list to Tim Stimpson);  319 (10T) in 30 for Saracens
81 EPCR games (671 pts, 8 tries, 11 DG) – 114 pts (0 tries) in 12 for Wasps, 63 pts (3 tries) in 9 for Worcester, 51 pts (0 tries) in 8 for Brive, 37 pts (0 tries) in 6 for Saracens, 
406 pts (5 tries) in 46 for Leicester
Came out of retirement in December to join Newcastle on a 3-month deal
Signed for London Irish ahead of 2015/16 season but retired just before the start of the campaign in due to failure to recover from injuries
PREM record 33 pts v L Irish in Wasps’ 1st home game at Ricoh in Dec 2014; missed last-gasp DG to win v Leinster in Jan 2015; offered coaching role by Wasps for 2015/16 but chose to join L Irish
Hit post with attempted winning conversion with last kick of the game on Wasps debut v Quins in Sep 2013; Made 200th PREM appearance in Dec 2013; over 200 pts in all games in 2013/14
Joined Wasps in 2013 
Red card in Mar 2012 playing for Worcester at Welford Rd - Sin-binned for a professional foul, received a straight red in the 35th minute from Wayne Barnes for a shoulder charge on Tom Croft
Joined Worcester in summer 2010 & guided them to Championship title (371 points)
Played in 2010 Super Rugby for Sharks
Joined Brive in 2008
5 PREM titles with Leicester (inc. 4 in succession) and 2 Champions Cups (back-to-back)
4 successive PREM finals between 2005 and 2008 (only won one of those – 2007) all alongside Ben 
Played for Saracens in 2002/03 & 2003/04, but then re-joined Leicester
Played in 2001 Champions Cup final win v Stade (Austin was scrum-half that day & Ben also played)
International Career
17 England caps (107 pts, 1 try) - debut as a sub for Charlie Hodgson v Italy in 2005 Six Nations, last in Nov 2009 v Argentina; having been recalled for 2009 Six Nations
Age Will be 37 in April (born in Coventry, DOB 03/04/80)

Ian GOUGH (29/12/13) – ex London Irish, joined Dragons 2014, retired 2015
Biog 1
WON 2 LEAGUE TITLES WITH OSPREYS
Biog 2
WON 2 GRAND SLAMS WITH WALES
Commentary Notes
Joined Irish this season – yet to score a try for them; the 4th oldest PREM player in their history behind Mike Catt, Chris Sheasby and Neal Hatley
Club Career
Played 93 Heineken Cup & 135 League games for Ospreys, Dragons & Newport in a career which bridged the regional & club set-ups in Wales
Joined Ospreys in 2007 – won Magners League/Pro 12 in 2008 & 2012
Named in the inaugural Dragons squad in 2003, at the dawn of regional rugby in Wales
Ex-Pontypridd
International Career 
64 Wales caps – handed debut by Graham Henry in 96-11 defeat v South Africa in Pretoria in 1999
Member of 2005 & 2008 Grand Slam squads
Has played under six Wales coaches – Henry, Hansen, Ruddock, Johnson, Jenkins & Gatland
Last Test: Nov 2010 v Fiji
Age Was 37 last month – only older PREM locks in history - Llewellyn, Grewcock & Shaw


Danny GRAY (20/09/13) ex Worcester, retired Mar 2014
Biog
SIGNED FROM FRENCH CLUB MONTAUBAN IN 2011
Commentary Notes
Club Career
Missed the first three months of last season rehabbing after a shoulder operation; only PREM starts last season were at Bath & Saracens
Made first PREM start for Worcester v Quins at The Stoop in Feb 2012 with both Andy Goode and Joe Carlisle out 
Signed a new contract in 2012, having joined on a one-year deal in 2011
Made four starts for Bristol in 2006/07 among 14 PREM appearances across two seasons for the West Country club who were coached by Richard Hill at the time
Also played for Exeter in the second tier before their elevation
International Career
Ex-England Sevens international 
Age Was 30 in May (comes from Harlequins territory – Sutton)

Joe GRAY (11/06/22) ex Har, PREM PO - final game of pro rugby
Biog 1
Played for Saracens in 2019 PREM semi-final
Biog 2
5th PREM semi-final
Biog 3
Re-joined Quins for 2nd spell in 2020
Commentary Notes
Retiring & becoming London Scottish head coach at end of season 
Last Season
Mon (A) Apr 1st Cmps Cup game for Quins since Oct 2017
2020/21
Only start v Glo (H) Mar; try v New (H) Jun (1st PREM try for 5 years) 4th PREM Semi-Final (3rd for Quins, 1 for Saracens), 2nd PREM Final (W2)
2019/20 (for Saracens & Quins)
Re-joined Saints for 2 months early in 2019/20 (injury cover) – but didn’t play, 1 PREM start for Sar
2018/19 (for Saracens)
Unused repl in Cmps Cup Final; 3rd PREM Semi-Final, 1st for Saracens
2017/18 (for Harlequins)
YC v New in Feb
2016/17 (for Harlequins)
Broke thumb v Glo (H) Sep and damaged it again v Was Oct – returned v Was (H) & YC v New (H) Feb
2016/17 (for Harlequins)
Seasonal reappearance as repl v Sar (H) in Sep; try v Edi (H) in Jan; only PREM starts v Was (A) in Oct & Glo (A) in Mar, which was his 100th PREM game
2015/16 (for Harlequins)
Only 6 PREM starts, 7 times off the bench; Try v New (H) in Apr was 1st since v Tls (A) in Cmps Cup in Dec 2011; 1st Chall Cup final
2014/15 (for Harlequins)
9 PREM games – just 3 in 2015 in an injury-disrupted season; 100th app for Quins
2013/14 (for Harlequins)
Second autumn running he was injured, ruining any potential Eng call-up; returned in Jan but then injured again in Mar & ruled out until NZ tour – missed 4 months all told
Club Career
147 prev PREM games (83 sts, 6T, 3YC) – 6 in 129 (77 sts, 3YC) Har; 0 in 10 (3s) Sar, 0 in 8 (2s) Nor
37 prev EPCR games (3 tries) – 2 in 34 for Har, 0 in 2 Sar, 1 in 2 for Nor
Signed for Saracens in Oct 2018, agreeing an extended deal in Jan 2019
Re-joined Northampton for 2 months in early season 2018/19 (injury dispensation) – didn’t play
Try scorer in win v Toulouse in 2011/12
Joined Harlequins in 2008
Played for Northampton in 2007/08 National 1 title season, made just eight PREM apps for Saints
Developed as a colt at Nottingham - used to practice his throwing at a lamp post for an hour each night, was inspired by hearing about Wilkinson’s practicing of kicking to do the same for his throwing
International Career 
1 England cap (0 tries) – repl v NZ at Eden Park in Jun 2014;  try in midweek game v Crusaders
Played in both midweek games on England’s South Africa tour in 2012
England U20 Grand Slam in 2007/08
Miscellaneous 
Owns a rehabilitation company which has a tie-up with Quins
Age Will be 34 in August (born in Nottingham, DOB 05/08/88)

Paul GRAYSON (06/01/18)
1238 points in 119 PREM games for Northampton
Club record 2784 pts in 259 games for Northampton
19 years as a player & coach for Saints (1993-2012)
Notes
Was present to see his son, James, make his PREM debut for Saints v Saracens at Twickenham in Sep 2017
Club Career
119 PREM games (1238 pts) – all for Northampton
Kicked all Northampton’s points in the 2000 Champions Cup final victory v Munster at Twickenham
Club record 2784 pts from 259 games for Northampton
Grayson is currently 10th on the all-time PREM scoring list
International Career
32 England caps (400 pts, 2 tries) - debut v Sam (H) Dec 1996, last cap v Ire (H) Mar 2004
Played in two World Cups (member of 2003 winning squad, during which he made two appearances during the Pool stage)
Scored 181 pts in 17 Twickenham Tests 
Coaching Career
In concert with Budge Pountney steered Saints away from relegation in 2004/05, but his tenure as sole coach ended with the drop in 2008; Left his post as assistant coach at Northampton in Nov 2012, after 19 years at Franklin’s Gardens as player and coach
Hired a personal kicking coach by Freddie Burns in Jan 2015
Age Will be 47 in May (born in Chorley, Lancs; DOB 30/05/71)

Danny GREWCOCK (25/03/11)
Biog 1
69 ENGLAND CAPS & 213 PREM GAMES
Biog 2
JOINED BATH FROM SARACENS A DECADE AGO
Commentary Notes
The Croke Park debacle in 2007 was his last Test
Still consistent… Only missed 2 PREM games this season
Played 63 PREM Games for Saracens 
Helped Sarries win their only honour – the 1998 English Cup.
Will be 39 in November

Eoin GRIFFIN (28/11/15) ex L Irish, joined Connacht 2016, retired Jun 2019
Biog
TRY ON LONDON IRISH DEBUT LAST SEASON
Commentary Notes
Last Season
L Irish debut v Rovigo (H) in Oct – try, PREM debut v Sale in Nov
Club Career
14 previous PREM games (0 tries) – all for London Irish
17 previous EPCR games (1 try) – 1 in 5 for L Irish, 0 in 12 for Connacht
59 previous PRO 12 games (5 tries) in 5 seasons for Connacht
Joined London Irish in 2014 on a two-year deal from Connacht
International Career
Emerging Ireland & Ireland U20
Age Was 25 in September (born in Galway, Ire; DOB 18/09/90)







Alex GROVE (26/03/16) ex Worcester, retired May 2016
Biog 1
2 TRIES IN WIN v NEWCASTLE IN NOVEMBER
Biog 2
TRY IN DEFEAT v L IRISH HERE IN APRIL 2010
Biog 3
WON 3 CAPS FOR SCOTLAND IN 2009
Commentary Notes
This is just his 2nd PREM appearance this season – 2 tries in the other v Newc in Nov!
Joined London Scottish on loan in Jan & made couple of appearances in Championship in Feb & Mar
Was relegated with Worcester in 2010 and 2014
IN HIS 10th SEASON WITH WORCESTER
This is his 6th PREM season with Worcester, his 10th in all
Try in 13-23 defeat v L Irish here in April 2010
Last Season
10 Championship appearances (8 starts)
2013/14
Missed the first 4 games this season due to injury; played in Scotland A’s draw with England A
Club Career
89 previous PREM games (14 tries) – all for Worcester
Joined Worcester in 2006; Only Warriors player to appear in every PREM game in both 2011/12 & 2012/13 seasons (43 starts & was a sub in the other); Made 100th first team appearance for the Warriors in Dec 2012; Agreed a new contract in Feb 2012
6 months on loan at Edinburgh in 2010/11, re-joined Worcester for second half of the 2010/11 Championship campaign; nine  league appearances for Edinburgh, making seven starts, and played in a Heineken Cup game against Cardiff Blues in Oct 2010
Trophies
2010/11 RFU Championship
International Career
3 Scotland caps – all in the Nov 2009 internationals 
Former Scotland U18, U19 & U20 international
Miscellaneous
Qualifies for Scotland through his Grandad – Glasgow-born Ron Wylie, the ex-Villa & Birmingham midfielder & WBA manager (who was said to be unlucky not to been capped by Scotland at football)
Brother Ollie plays for London Scottish in the Championship
He was vice captain of the first XV at the famous Rugby School
Age Was 28 in November (DOB 30/11/87, born in Solihull)

Tom GUEST (09/04/16) ex-L Irish, retired Jun 2016
Biog 1
SPENT 8 SEASONS WITH QUINS 2006-14
Biog 2
MAKING HIS 5th START OF THE SEASON
Biog 3
MAKING HIS 1st APPEARANCE FOR 9 WEEKS 
Commentary Notes
135 PREM apps for Quins
Last Season
1st for L Irish, 9th in the PREM; 1st PREM try for L Irish v Exeter in Jan
2013/14
7 consecutive PREM starts in the autumn while Easter was in the second row, made 200th Quins appearance in Feb; agreed to join L Irish; match-winning try v Exeter in May
Club Career 
156 previous PREM games (13 tries) - 1 in 21 for L Irish, 12 in 135 for Harlequins
39 previous EPCR games (6 tries) – 2 in 7 for L Irish, 4 in 32 for Harlequins
Joined London Irish in 2014
135th and last PREM game for Quins was 2014 PREM PO
Tries for Harlequins in both the 2013 LV semi-finals and final, at Sixways, v Sale
Try v Biarritz in Jan 2013 on a very wet night in the south of France
Appeared in his 100th PREM game in Oct 2012 v L Irish
Had a frustrating 2011…Ankle injury in January 2011 ended his season, suffered broken arm (double fracture) in the 2011 LDH v L Irish (sustained trying to tackle Chris Hala’ufia) which put him out until NYE 
Made 63 consecutive PREM appearances from March 2008 to December 2010. Almost half of those (27) were as a sub. The sequence was broken when he missed the `Big Game 3` 
Tries v Exeter, Newcastle, Leicester (Anglo-Welsh) and Leeds in 2010/11, plus one in Europe 
International Career
Played for England Saxons in 2008 & 2009 Churchill Cup 
Age Will be 32 in July (Born in Taplow, Bucks; DOB 05/07/84)

Guilhem GUIRADO (09/05/22) ex-Montpellier, retired Jun 2022
Biog 1
DUE TO RETIRE AT END OF THIS SEASON 
Biog 2
2015 CHAMPIONS CUP WINNER WITH TOULON
Biog 3
74 FRANCE CAPS, LAST CAPPED IN 2019 
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 – Started at hooker in Toulon’s win v Clermont at Twickenham
LED FRANCE IN 33 TESTS
Out for 5 months with ruptured bicep 60 mins into Montpellier debut Nov 2019. The game ended in a 19 all draw against his former club Toulon!
Also suffered an injured bicep in September – underwent surgery. 1st game back today.
Retiring from playing at the end of the season.
Club Career
68 prev EPCR games (52 sts, 11T) – 0 in 5 Mon, 4 in 31 (30 sts) Tln, 7 in 32 (19 sts) Ppn
12 prev Challenge Cup games (8 sts, 2T) – Perpignan/Montpellier
272 prev Top 14 games (182 sts, 21T) – Perpignan/Toulon/Montpellier
Joined Montpellier in 2019
Made 50th EPCR appearance in final in May 2015
Signed for Toulon in summer 2014 when Perpignan were relegated
Spent his entire career at Perpignan until 2014, won the Top 14 in 2009 and made over 100 appearances for the club
International Career
74 France caps (50 starts, 8 tries) - debut v Ita (H) Mar 2008, last cap v Wales (Oita) Oct 2019
BECAME 55TH FRENCHMAN TO REACH 50 CAPS 
Missed 2016 Arg tour due to club commitments - Had played in 24 of France’s previous 25 Tests
Became France’s 85th captain in 2016
4 starts at RWC 2015 – try v Canada,1 appearance in 2011 RWC off bench v Canada
Scored 1st international try v Aus in Jun 2014
Former France U18, U19 and U21 
Won the Under 21 World Championship with France in 2006, Also won the Euro U18 Championship
Miscellaneous
Has studied transport and logistics at Perpignan University alongside his rugby career
Age Turns 36 in June (born in Ceret, Pyrenees; DOB 17/06/86)

Bryan HABANA (02/04/17)
Biog 1
5 TRIES IN 10 TOP 14 GAMES THIS SEASON
Biog 2
2 CHAMPIONS CUP & 2 SUPER RUGBY TITLES
Biog 3
67 TRIES IN 124 CAPS FOR SOUTH AFRICA
Commentary Notes
Signed a 1-year contract extension to stay next season in January
2 tries away from matching Daisuke Ohata’s Test record for tries (69)
This Season
Try v Sar (H) in Oct in seasonal debut; try v Sal (H) in Jan
Last Season
3 tries in 12 Top 14 games & try v Bath in Champs Cup in Jan
2014/15
Try & YC v Ulster in Rd 2, tries v Leicester in Dec, Ulster & Scarlets in Jan, Leinster in SF
Club Career
23 previous EPCR games (8 tries), YC v Ulster in Oct 2014 – all for Toulon
40 previous Top 14 games (14 tries) – all for Toulon
Over 100 appearances for Bulls and Stormers in Super Rugby
Won Top 14 (2014), 2 Champions Cups (2014 & 2015) & 2 Super Rugby titles (2007 & 2009)
Reportedly earning €50,000 per month at Toulon according to Le Journal du Dimanche
Signed for Toulon in 2013 on a 3-year deal
Won Currie Cup with Western Province in 2012
Joined Stormers in 2010 & lost Super Rugby final to old side Bulls & Currie Cup final to Sharks
Won 2007 & 2009 Super Rugby titles with the Bulls
Began career at Golden Lions before moving to the Blue Bulls in 2005
International Career
124 South Africa caps (SA rec 67 tries) – debut v Eng Nov 2004 (try), last cap v Ita (Florence) Nov 2016 
15 tries in 18 World Cup games (jointly holds record with Jonah Lomu)
Jointly holds record for most tries in a single World Cup (8 in 2007)
Most capped international wing of all time, Only Victor Matfield (126) has more caps for South Africa 
Only Percy Montgomery & Morne Steyn have scored more points for South Africa
Played over 500 minutes in 2015 RWC, – no player on the field longer in the tournament 
Won series v Lions in 2009 & scored crucial try in 2nd Test
IRB Player of the Year in 2007 & 3-time SARU Player of the Year (2005, 2007 & 2012)
Scored an incredible 9 tries in his first 6 tests & 15 in his first 14
Miscellaneous
Named after Bryan Robson & middle name Gary after former Utd keeper Gary Bailey (South African)
Age Will be 34 in June (born in Johannesburg, Rsa; DOB 12/06/83)


Dougie HALL (18/10/14) retired Jun 2015
Biog
MAKING HIS 61ST APPEARANCE IN EUROPE
Biog 2
MADE 1ST APPEARANCE OF SEASON LAST WEEK AFTER ARM INJURY
Commentary Notes
Last Season
Played in all six Heineken Cup matches and 19 Pro12 games – tended to be rotated, starting one and then sitting on the bench for one
Club Career
Returned to Glasgow in 2007 and has made over 100 apps for them
Over 50 apps for Edinburgh 2002-07
Began his pro career with Glasgow but moved to Edinburgh in 2002
International Career
1 try in 42 caps for Scotland 
Made his debut v Wales in Aug 2003 alongside Gregor Townsend, among others
Age Was 34 in September (Born in Dingwall)

Jim HAMILTON (14/12/18)
Gloucester captain in 2012/13
Twice Champions Cup winner with Saracens
Played in 2011 PREM semi-final for Gloucester
Notes
Played for 5 clubs in 3 different countries
2016/17
Only PREM games missed New (H) Xmas Eve & Nor (A-MK) in Apr due to bad back; won 2nd Champs Cup
2015/16
Retired from Sco duty after being left out of RWC squad & could have been in line for late call-up after but Blair Cowan called up; 100th PREM game in Dec; tries v Wasps (H) & Sale (A) in Feb; 1st Champions Cup final– not in Leicester squad in 2007 v Wasps & joined Sarries after 2014 Final; 3rd PREM final
2014/15
Only made 7 PREM starts and 8 replacement apps
Club Career
135 PREM games (96 starts, 6 tries, 8 YC) - 2 in 54 for Sar, 0 in 38 for Glo, 4 in 43 for Leic
42 Champions Cup games (0 tries, 1 YC) – 18 for Sar, 4 for Mon, 6 for Glo, 5 for Edi, 9 for Leic
7 Challenge Cup games (0 tries, 1 YC) – all Glo
4 PREM semis with 3 different clubs…Beat L Irish with Leicester in 2006 SF, lost to Saracens with Gloucs in 2011 SF, beat Saints with Saracens in 2015 SF & Leics in 2016 SF
Retired in May 2017
Joined Saracens in 2014
Signed for Montpellier in 2013
Named Gloucester club captain in 2012/13
Joined Gloucester from Edinburgh in 2010, debut v L Irish at Madejski in Sep 2010
Played for Leicester in 2006 PREM final - lost to Sale (scored a try)
Product of Leicester Academy, Tigers debut in September 2003
Disciplinary Issues
Sent off for Gloucester v L Irish in final game of 2011/12, adding to a pair of yellows that campaign. Binned in consecutive games, v Bath & Leicester, in Oct 2010
International Career
63 Scotland caps (1 try) – debut v Rom (H) Nov 2006 -1,000th Sco player; last cap v Ita (A) Aug 2015 
Retired from international rugby after being left out of RWC 2015 squad
Try in win v Arg in Mar del Plata in Jun 2010; played in both Tests first series win in Arg; Two apps in RWC 2011; Played for England U21 but decided to opt for Scotland (Glasgow-born father)
Age Was 36 last month (born in Swindon, DOB 17/11/82)

Scott HAMILTON (29/03/14) ex Leicester Tigers, left 2015 to join Coventry, left to become Hinckley director of Rugby
Biog 1
3 TITLES EACH IN SUPER RUGBY & PREM
Biog 2
2 TRIES IN DEFEAT HERE v SAINTS IN 2010
Commentary Notes
This Season
Pulled a hamstring at Bath in Sep, out for 2 months – no tries
Club Career
Last try at Welford Road was v Worcester in Mar 2012; since when he has scored at Kingsholm & Sixways (January 2013 – that was his last try anywhere for Tigers)
Try v Saints in the 2012 LV final at Sixways clinched victory
Joined Leicester from the Crusaders in 2008
Made 37 consecutive PREM appearances before missing trips to Exeter & subsequent home game v Saints at turn of the New Year in 2010/11
International Career
Both his New Zealand caps came in 2006 – v Arg (a) & v SA (Wellington)
Age Was 34 earlier this month

Simon HAMMERSLEY (08/05/22) ex Sale, retired Jun 2022
Biog 1
STARTED ON THE WING v CLERMONT IN ROUND 3
Biog 2
SCORED 1st TRY OF THE SEASON v NEWCASTLE LAST WEEK
Biog 3
1st START IN ANY POSITION IN EUROPE/PREM SINCE JANUARY
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 – against his former club
Biog 3 – started PREM Cup game v HQ in March
MADE 100th PREM START AT FULL BACK IN OCTOBER
SPECULATION HE WILL RETIRE AT THE END OF THE SEASON
Left Newcastle in 2019 after using relegation release clause; had signed a 2-year extension the previous Jan. 103 apps for Falcons. Dean Richards: "Whilst I understand Simon's motivation to play at the highest level it is really disappointing to lose someone of his ability, who we have invested a huge amount of time and effort into.”
2020/21
Try v Nor (H) Nov, try v New (H) & Lir (H, 100th PREM app) Mar, try v Bth (A) May, 3 starts on wing & 11 FB
2019/20
2 tries on Sal debut v Nor (H) in PREM Cup in Sep; try v Lir (A) PREM Cup in Oct; started 15 PREM games
2018/19 (for Newcastle)
Only missed 3 PREM games, try v Bth (H,PC) Nov; Cmps Cup debut Dec v Edi (H); Only try in PREM Cup 
2017/18 (for Newcastle)
Missed Rds 5 & 6 due to ankle inj; try in AW SF v Exe (A) in Mar; try v Sal (H) in Apr
2016/17 (for Newcastle)
Started 21 of last 23 PREM games before ACL injury v Was (A) at end of Oct – out for season 
Club Career
116 prev PREM games (108 sts – 104 FB, 4 WG; 9T, 5YC) – 6 in 40 (4YC) Sal, 3 in 76 (74 sts, 1 YC) New
12 previous Champions Cup games (11 starts – 8 FB, 3 WG; 0 tries) – 9 Sal, 2 New
18 previous Challenge Cup games (16 starts, 4 tries) – all New
PREM debut v Leicester in Sep 2014, 1st PREM try v Glo (H) Oct 2015
First appeared for Newcastle in 2013 PREM 7s; first XV debut v Sar in AW in Jan (started)
Signed with Newcastle in 2013; 74 PREM starts at FB for New; only Alex Tait (91) more for Falcons
Started playing for Hull Ionians; Moved to Durham University and won the BUCS final at Twickenham
International Career
Uncapped; Ex-England Students
Miscellaneous
Economics degree
Age Was 29 in March (born in Hull, DOB 20/03/93)


Matt HANKIN (05/04/15) ex Saracens, retired due to concussion May 2018
Biog 1
MAKING HIS EPCR DEBUT
Biog 2
CELEBRATED HIS 22nd BIRTHDAY ON FRIDAY
Biog 3
FORMER ENGLAND U20 INTERNATIONAL
Commentary Notes
This Season
Came off bench v Sale in Feb & Wasps in Mar in PREM
6 apps in LV= Cup on way to title, 1 try v Exeter in Feb
Club Career
3 previous PREM games – all for Saracens
Played on loan at Bedford last season
Joined Saracens academy in July 2011
International Career
Former England U18 and U20 international – won JWC in 2014, beating Wales in final
Miscellaneous
Converted to back row after being aschoolboy centre & full back
Brought up in Kent (ex-Beckenham & Blackheath)
Age Was 22 on Friday (DOB 03/04/93) Born in Farnborough

James HANKS (28/12/13) ex Exeter, retired 2014
Biog
JUST HIS 2nd PREM GAME THIS SEASON
Commentary Notes
This Season
Missed first 2 months, starts in LV & Toulon (A) in Heineken
Club Career
Missed 3 months of 2011/12 due to knee injury - three separate spells adding up to three months
Six years at Exeter - Agreed two-year contract in January 2011
International Career
Capped by England at Student & U16 levels
Miscellaneous
Hails from Kent (Sidcup)
Age Will be 30 in April

Shontayne HAPE (01/01/12) ex L Irish, joined Montpellier 2012, retired 2013
Biog 1
TRIES IN TWO OF HIS PREVIOUS THREE LEAGUE GAMES
Biog 2
THREE SEASONS WITH BATH
Commentary Notes
Tries, the suspension for a dangerous tackle in the game v Edinburgh & conceded the match-winning penalty v Bath apart…mixed start to life at Irish
5 tries in 46 PREM games for Bath
Played in all England’s 2011 Six Nations games, but only v Romania during World Cup (2 tries). Qualified for England in January 2010 (lived here since 2003 but had to re-qualify on a technicality after leaving the country for two months in 2006), was immediately called up for 6N but pulled out  
England debut in Australia in June 2010
Won 13 caps for NZ in rugby league
Loves hip-hop and rap; he performs at gigs as alter-ego “DJ Shape”…Will be 31 in January

John HARDIE (30/05/21) ex Newcastle, final game of pro rugby, retired Jun 2021
Biog 1
Only 3rd start this season, only 6th app (all comps)
Biog 2
Won 2015 Super Rugby title with Highlanders
Biog 3
16 Scotland caps, last in June 2017
Commentary Notes 
2018/19 
New debut v BTH (PC) Nov; Cmps Cup debut in Dec v Edi
Club Career
15 previous PREM games (11 starts, 0 tries) - all New
2 previous Champions Cup games (2 starts, 0 tries) – all New
7 previous Challenge Cup games (3 tries) – all Edi
24 previous PRO12/14 games (2 tries) – all Edi
Signed for Falcons in Oct 2018
Had a trial at Clermont in Summer 2018
Released by Edinburgh at the end of 2017/18, having been suspended for 3 months in Nov 2017 for alleged drug use
Joined Edinburgh after RWC 2015
52 Super Rugby games (4 tries) for Highlanders & 57 Provincial games (8 tries) for Southland 
Won 2015 Super Rugby title with Highlanders – played 9 games but didn’t make squad for final
Made Super Rugby debut for Highlanders in 2010
International Career
16 Scotland Caps (15 pts, 3 tries) - debut v Ita, Turin, Aug 2015; last cap v Fji (Suva) Jun 2017
Started all 5 games in 2016 6N
Try in win v Italy in Round 3 of 2016 6N
Tries in both his 2015 RWC pool games - v Japan & Samoa (MoM)
Preferred to Blair Cowan & John Barclay in original RWC squad 
Qualifies for Scotland through a grandmother from Fife
Part of the New Zealand U19 team that won the Junior World Championship in 2007
Age: Will be 33 in July (born in Lumsden, Southland, Nzl; DOB: 27/07/88)





Alistair HARGREAVES (08/04/17 – Sar v Har at Wembley)
Saracens skipper in 2015 PREM final win
Played for Saracens in victory v Quins here in 2015
Won each of 6 PREM games for Saracens v Quins
Notes
PREM captaincy record: W18 L6
Only defeats at Allianz Park as Sarries skipper: v Saints in Nov 2014 & Wasps in Feb 2016
1st SOUTH AFRICAN SKIPPER TO WIN PREM TITLE 
2015/16
Retired October 2016 due to concussion issues
2015/16
Club captain but ruled out for total of 20 weeks (3 separate spells)
2014/15
Captain; try v Gloucester in Oct; only home defeat as Sarries skipper was v Saints in Nov
Was first South African skipper to win a PREM final…Jake Boer (Gloucester, 2007) & Ernst Joubert (Saracens, 2010) both lost…& was the first from outside Europe to win as well (Geordan Murphy is the only other non-Englishman to lift the cup)
2013/14
Skipper in wins v Scarlets in LV in Nov & Worcester in May (both in Hendon), 1st PREM final (sub)
Club Career
57 previous PREM games (2 tries) – all for Saracens
17 previous EPCR games (0 tries) – all for Saracens
Succeeded Steve Borthwick as skipper last season
1st Saracens try came v Wasps in Nov 2012 (charge down)
Signed a two-year Saracens deal in 2012 from Natal
Did not play in the 2012 Super XV due to a foot injury
Won the Currie Cup with Natal in 2010
International Career
4 South Africa caps (0 tries) – debut v Wales (Cardiff) Jun 2010, last v NZ (Wellington) Jul 2011 
Played in the 2011 Tri Nations; toured Europe with the Boks in both 2009 & 2010
Miscellaneous
Went to the same school as Brad Barritt (they were in the same year group) – Hargreaves was a full-back in those days, Barritt was a hooker!
Age Will be 31 this month (born in Durban, Rsa; DOB 29/04/86)

Imanol HARINORDOQUY (21/11/15) ex Toulouse, retired Jun 2016
Biog 1
EVER-PRESENT THIS SEASON
Biog 2
TRY IN 24-7 WIN v BRIVE HERE IN AUGUST
Biog 3
16th CONSECUTIVE EPCR SEASON
Commentary Notes
71 previous EPCR games (8 tries)
Made EPCR debut for Pau v Leicester in Oct 2000
Last Seaason
TRY v BATH IN ROUND 1 OF CHAMPIONS CUP
20 Top 14 games
Club Career
Joined Toulouse last season
Won Top 14 in 2008 & has appeared in 2 losing Heineken Cup finals
Signed for Biarritz in 2004
Began career with Pau 
International Career
82 France caps, last in 2012 – debut v Wales in 2002 Six Nations as a 21yo
Won 2002 & 2010 Grand Slams, played in 2003, 2007 & 2011 World Cups
Age Will be 36 in February (DOB 20/02/80, born in Bayonne)

Ross HARRISON (06/01/24) ex-Sale, retired Jun 2025
Biog 1
206th PREM APPEARANCE
Biog 2
13th SEASON WITH SALE
Biog 3
MADE 22 TACKLES v NORTHAMPTON LAST SATURDAY
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 - MARK CUETO (219) IS ONLY SALE PLAYER TO HAVE APPEARED IN MORE PREM GAMES 
Biog 3 - In a normal week that would have topped the charts but Guy Pepper’s immense 33 for Newcastle v Saracens put the veteran Sale prop, and everyone else, in the shade
YET TO SCORE A EUROPEAN COMPETITION TRY AFTER 57 GAMES!
PREM CAPTAINCY RECORD: PL 1 W 0 L 1
Before rested for Bath (H) in Apr 2016, last PREM game missed was v Leicester in Oct 2012! 
RED CARD v EXETER MAY 2015 – Punch (Wayne Barnes was ref); 1 red & 4 yellows in PREM career
2023/24 
12th season with Sale; YC v Bth (A) Sep
2021/22 
Try v Exe (H) & capt v Glo (A) Oct 
2020/21
Missed first 3 weeks with ankle injury
2018/19
Missed 3 games in Feb/Mar!
2017/18
Started every PREM game; 1st pro try in 109th PREM game v Lir (H) Sep; try & 22 tackles v Har Oct - 2nd in Rd 6 behind Lei’s Will Evans (24); 22 PREM starts – his most ever in a season
2016/17
Missed Rd 1, repl in Rds 2-4, started v Leic (H) in Rd 5; YC v Sca (A) in Oct
2015/16
Made 100th appearance for Sale in all comps in Nov; 14 PREM starts 
2014/15
Not in squad v New (AW) Feb, otherwise on field in every game in all comps; RC v Exe May
2013/14
Agreed a new 3-year contract in Nov; yellows v Gloucester in Rd 1 & v Ospreys in the LV in Jan
Club Career
205 previous PREM games (123 sts, 2 tries, 1RC, 4YC) – all Sal
32 previous Champions Cup games (17 sts, 0 tries, 1YC) – all Sal 
27 previous Challenge Cup games (17 sts, 0 tries) – all Sal
Joined Sale in 2011; 11 PREM starts in 2012/13 – his first full campaign
PREM Debut was as repl v Exeter at Sandy Park in Mar 2012
International Career
Uncapped (member of England U20 squad in 2012 Junior World Championship)
Age Was 31 in September (born in Bolton, DOB 03/09/92)

Sam HARRISON (02/11/19) ex-Leicester, retired Dec 2019 to pursue career opportunities outside professional rugby in Australia
Biog 1
Leaving Tigers in new year, made his debut in 2008
Biog 2
174th appearance for the club
Biog 3
Man of the Match in win at Gloucester in 2016/17
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – to pursue a career outside of pro rugby in Australia
Biog 2 - Tigers Record 68 PREM apps as a replacement – grand total of 99 replacement appearances for Leicester in all comps!
Last Season
Out 12 weeks (Dec-Feb) hand inj -  started 7 PREM games (Mar-May)
2017/18
Try v Wor (H) Nov; try v Bth (Tw) Apr
2016/17
14 pts (2T, 2C) in MoM v Glo (A) in Rd 1; capt in AW win v Dra (H) in Nov; made str PREM starts for 1st time in a year in Feb; 3rd PREM PO (all as repl)
2015/16
50th PREM app in Oct; YC v Har in Oct; Started v Wor (A) in Dec, only missed 7 games in all comps (2 of those consecutively in Mar & 2 consecutively in May); 100th Leic app in Apr
2014/15
Repl centre v Bth (A) in Sep; led Tigers in both AW games in Nov; 1st Euro game since Jan 2012 in Dec; 1st Euro try in Jan; 4 str starts during 6N (1st time successive PREM starts for 2 yrs); Took 46 games (mostly off the bench) to notch 1st PREM try, v Lwe 
2013/14
1st try for Leic In AW v Osp in Nov, took him a while – 51 matches; Frequently an unused sub
Club Career
121 previous PREM games (53 starts, 34 pts, 6 tries) – all Leic
24 previous Champions Cup games (4 starts, 1 try) – all Leic
Came off the bench in the 2013 PREM Final – his first app in the big game
4 straight starts in Sep 2012 & during the 2013 6N 
PREM debut v Sale, Christmas 2010
Unused sub in 2012 PREM final
International Career
Ex-England U20 international
Miscellaneous
Started out as a fly half in youth rugby
Used to be an amateur boxer for the “Hinckley Olympic” club 
Age Was 29 in April (born in Leicester, DOB 07/04/90)

John HART (05/11/11) ex Wasps, retired 2012
Biog 1
PLAYED IN THE 2005 PREM FINAL FOR WASPS
Biog 2
WON FOUR PREM TITLES WITH WASPS
Commentary Notes
Underwent shoulder surgery in August 2010. Made his comeback v Gloucester last February
Sent to the sin-bin v Saracens in February
Joined as an Academy player
Will be 30 next March

Dylan HARTLEY (28/12/18 – DIDN’T PLAY!!!) ex Northampton, retired Nov 2019
Biog 1
Scored in wins v Chiefs here in 2012 & 2013
Biog 2
Won 97th England cap last month v Australia
Biog 3
Missed end of last season (concussion)
Commentary Notes
PREM captaincy record: PL87 W54 L32 D1
Biog 2 – Only Jason Leonard (114) has more England caps; try v Nzl & Jpn in Nov
9 YC & 2 RC in PREM games - Julian White (5 RC) only man sent off more times in PREM
This Season
Repl in Rds 1 & 2 – 1st apps since Mar; try v Har (H) & Sar (H) in consec games Sep
Last Season
Named club capt; try v Leic (H) in Sep; YC v Cle (A) in Oct – citing dismissed; try v New & Osp in Dec; club rec 55th Cmps Cup app in Jan
2016/17
12 games for Nor, 9 for Eng; RC v Lein (H) in Dec for high tackle on O’Brien; only try v Sar (MK) in Apr
2015/16
100th PREM start in Oct; only made 9 apps for Nor
2014/15
199th game for Nor was RC v Leic in Dec (3-week ban) 
2013/14
Try 2 mins into comeback (v Exe) from 11-wk ban for verbally abuse in 2013 PREM final;
Club Career 
148 previous PREM games (123 starts, 17 tries, 9YC, 2RC) – all Nor
55 previous Champions Cup games (3 tries) – all Nor
13 previous Challenge Cup games (11sts, 0T, 1YC) – all Nor
2 prev Champions Cup Play-off games (2sts,0T) – Nor
1 prev EPCR Shield game (1sts,0T) - Wor
SENT OFF IN 2013 PREM FINAL v LEICESTER
Led Saints to win & two defeats in 3 PREM PO – losses in 2010 (Sar) & 2011 (Lei), win at Sar in 2013 
In 2011/12 given 2-wk ban for striking Rory Best & banned for 8 wks for biting Stephen Ferris
Try in 2011 Cmps Cup final defeat v Lein
International Career
97 England caps (72 sts, 4T) – debut v Pac Isl (H) Nov 2008; last cap v Aus (H) Nov 2018
Only Jason Leonard (114) ahead of him on Eng caps list
Won 2014 Triple Crown; 2016 Grand Slam & beat Aus 3-0 in 2016, 2017 6N Championship
Missed 2012 autumn Tests due to knee injury v Sarries, injured eye v Wasps missing trip to L Irish
Started all three Tests v Rsa in June 2012; Only started one 2011 World Cup game, v Georgia. Started all 2011 6N games but found Steve Thompson ahead of him at the World Cup
Miscellaneous
Same school team as Liam Messam; came to Eng at 16 – lived with uncle in Crowborough, Sussex
Age Will be 33 in March (born in Rotorua, NZ; DOB 24/03/86)

James HASKELL (07/09/18) ex Northampton, retired Jul 2019
Biog 1
Competitive debut for Northampton
Biog 2
100th PREM start
Biog 3
13th PREM season
Commentary Notes
16 CAREER YELLOW CARDS: 6 for England, 7 for Wasps, 2 for Highlanders, 1 for Stade Francais!!
This Season
Missed R1 (back spasm) 
Last Season (for Wasps)
YC v Har (H) in Rd 4 (goaded by Marler); 4 pens conc (3 in own 22) =1st in Rd 2 of Champs Cup; try v New (H) in Nov; RC v Har (A) in Cmps Cup in Jan (high, late hit on Roberts); YC v Sal (A) in Apr
2016/17 (for Wasps)
out until Jan (toe) k’od 35 secs after on as repl v Leic (H) in Mar! 4th PREM PO (W2 L2) 2nd final
2015/16 (for Wasps)
100th PREM game in Dec; new contract in Jan; out Jan-Apr through injury; toe injury in Aus in Jun
2014/15 (for Wasps)
Missed 2 Champs Cup games in Oct (viral infection); started for Eng v Sam in Nov, try v Sal in Jan
2013/14 (for Wasps)
1st try of 2nd Was spell v Gre in Dec; recalled by Eng for NZ tour
Club Career
130 previous PREM games (99 starts, 12 tries, 6YC) – all Was
44 previous Champions Cup games (37sts, 5T, 1RC) – 5T (1RC) in 38 Was, 0 in 6 Sta
17 previous Challenge Cup games (16sts, 1T) – 1 in 10 Was, 0 in 7 Sta
2 prev Champions Cup Play-off games (2sts,0T,2YC) – all Was
Over 100 appearances in all games for Wasps
Re-joined Wasps in 2012 after leaving the club in 2009 to join Stade Francais 
Repl in 2007 Champions Cup final win – scored 3 tries in 6 repl apps in Europe that season
Member of squad that won PREM title in 2004 & 2005 (handful of games in each of those seasons)
After 2011 World Cup played in Japan for the Black Rams and in Super Rugby for the Highlanders
PREM debut v Quins in 2003 as an 18yo (club record since broken by Elliot Daly) 
Joined Wasps academy in 2002
International Career
77 England Caps (55 starts, 4 tries) – debut v Wales (A) Mar 2007, last cap v Ire (H) Mar 2018
Late call up by Lions for 2017 tour of Nzl week before departure, didn’t play in Tests
Started every game for England in 2015 6 Nations - Yellow card v Fra at Twickenham in March
Recalled by England for 2014 NZ tour & Started v Samoa in Nov 2014
Won 50th as a sub in Grand Slam attempt in Cardiff in Mar 2013, 36th Englishman to notch half ton
Started v Ire & Ita in 2013 6N, last start before that v SA in PE in Jun 2012 (1st cap since 2011 WC)
Repl during win v Nzl, Dec 2012
Started all 4 Pool games in 2011 World Cup, on the bench for QF v France
Miscellaneous
Comes from a Wasps-supporting family
Age Was 33 in April (born in Windsor, DOB 02/04/85)


Richard HAUGHTON (05/05/12) ex Wasps, joined Jersey 2012, became 7s referee (worked at Commonwealth Games 2018)
Biog 1
NO PREM TRY FOR OVER A YEAR
Biog 2
SEVEN TRIES IN 17 PREVIOUS PREM GAMES v FALCONS
Commentary Notes
His last PREM scores were a try double against Leeds at Adams Park on April 17 2011
His only scores this season were in the Amlin games against Italian makeweights Rovigo
All of those seven tries v Newcastle were scored for Saracens  - only six men have scored more tries v the Falcons in PREM action
Joined Wasps from Saracens last season
Made 117 PREM appearances for Saracens & club record 34 PREM tries  - Will hold record for good while yet…Kameli Ratuvou is the closest to him in the current squad (18) and the others in between have all retired!!
Was 31 in November


Tom HAYES (STUDIO GUEST 15/02/14)
Retired in November after 136 games for Exeter Chiefs
Captained Exeter in 55 PREM games
Club Career
Underwent a back operation in Mar 2013 but never fully recovered and was forced to retire in Nov 2013 after five and a bit seasons with Exeter; until then he had an awesome fitness record and appeared to be as close to indestructible as a rugby player can get…before his Op, the Oct 2012 fixtures v Quins and Bath were the only league games he had missed since Dec 2008!
PREM tries v Northampton & Sale in 2010/11, L Welsh in Feb 2013
Played his 100th league game for the Chiefs in Apr 2012; did not miss one between the National League One match (what is now the Championship) at home to Esher in Dec 2008 and Oct 2012 game v Quins
Named in 2010/11 PREM `Dream Team` 
Led Exeter to the RFU Championship in 2009/10
Joined Exeter in 2008
Recruited for Plymouth by former Bath & England hooker Graham Dawe in 2005
International Career
Ireland U21
Miscellaneous
Brother of former Munster & Ireland prop John Hayes (John won two Heineken Cups)
Didn’t play rugby until he was 14; Holds quantity surveyor qualifications
Age Will be 34 in May (born in Limerick)

Carl HAYMAN (29/08/15 – played for Barbarians v Samoa)
Age: 35		DoB: 14/11/79, Opunake (Nzl)
Ht: 1.92m (6ft 4ins) Wt: 119kg (18st 10lbs)
International Career
45 New Zealand Caps (10 pts, 2 tries) - debut v Samoa in 2001
- Last cap was 2007 World Cup QF defeat v France in Cardiff
- Won 5 Tri Nations titles (2002, 2003, 2005, 2006 and 2007)
- Was the 1000th player to ever pull on an All Blacks jersey
- Also played for NZ at U16, U19, School, Maori & A levels
Club Career
- Retired from competitive rugby on a losing note when Toulon beaten by Stade Francais in Top 14 semi-final in June
- Led Toulon to EPCR Champions Cup victory in the final at Twickenham in May v Clermont in his 51st & final EPCR game
- Joined Toulon in 2010
- Reportedly became the best paid player in the world when he joined Newcastle Falcons in 2007
- Played for Highlanders in Super Rugby & Otago in the NPC

Mikey HAYWOOD (28/01/23) ex Northampton, Retired in Jun 2023 to become a teacher
Biog 1
Yellow card v Munster 2 weeks ago
Biog 2
Saints forward record 26th PREM try in November
Biog 3
Out for most of 2019 (knee)
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 – Try at Saracens took him past Budge Pountney’s record, made PREM debut in Sep 2011
Biog 3 - Out for year after injured knee ligaments in 200th Saints app v Glo in Nov 2018…maul fell on him. Damaged MCL, ACL and a grade two PCL
7 PREM tries in 2016/17, only Bristol hooker Barry Williams in 1999/00 (8 tries) scored more in one campaign as a front row player; Try in 4 consecutive games at start of 2017/18 
Last Season 
250th First Team app Apr, only 3 PREM starts, 3rd PREM semi-final
2020/21 
New contract, only 2 PREM starts 
2019/20 
Har (H) Nov 1st PREM start for 18 mths & scored a try; new contract; Missed Wasps Aug (wife had baby day before); Joined Myler, Waller, Dickson, Foden, Lawes & Day in Saints 150 PREM apps club 
2018/19 
Just 4 PREM apps, all as repl; Try in win v Bristol in Sep
2017/18
13 PREM starts; Try in Rds 4-6 & v Sar (H) in Cmps Cup Rd 1 – 4 str; new deal; Try v Lir Feb 
2016/17
Only PREM or EPCR games missed v Bth (H) in PREM Rd 1 & v Lein (A) in Dec; BP try v Bris (A) in Round 2; try v Leic (A) in Dec
2015/16
MoM v Glo (H) Nov; MoM v Exe (H, try) Jan; try v Sal (H) & YC v Exe (A) Mar; 18 PREM STARTS
2014/15
Try in AW Cup v New Nov;; try v Bth Feb; named Saints young player of the season
2013/14
11 PREM starts, 11 wins – 0 PREM tries; new contract; 2nd PREM final (1st start - bench in 2013)
Club Career
191 previous PREM games (100 starts, 26 tries, 1 YC) – all Nor
47 previous Champions Cup games (3 tries, 1 YC) – all Nor
7 previous Challenge Cup games (3 starts, 1 try) – all Nor
2 prev Champions Cup Play-off games (0 starts,0T) – Nor
Northampton Academy product; 1st PREM try v Worcester in Sep 2012
PREM debut in opening game of 2011/12 v Gloucester; 1st Saints try in Cmps Cup v Castres Dec 2011
International Career
Uncapped; Ex-England U20; Played in 2011 World Junior Championship final
Age Was 31 in November (born in Southend, DOB 10/11/91)

Andy HAZELL (GUEST – Glo v Sar 09/01/15)
Retired last February after 17 years with Gloucester
181 PREM games in the Gloucester back row
Try in 2007 PREM semi-final win here v Saracens
Club Career
181 PREM games (15 tries) – all for Gloucester
46 EPCR games (6 tries) – all for Gloucester, 1 in 30 Heineken Cup, 5 in 16 Challenge Cup
265 appearances in all games for Gloucester
Forced to retire in February 2014 due to a concussion-related injury
As Gloucester as Kingsholm itself, but intriguingly said that he did consider some offers from abroad before committing to his final, one-year contract in 2013
Banned for 14 weeks  for attack on Mont-de-Marsan prop Sebastien Ormaechea during Oct 2012 Amlin Cup tie in France – said he had been gouged on three separate occasions during the game but those claims were dismissed
Sin-binned for stamping  v Bath in 2009/10 – the last of his six PREM yellows (only Olivier Azam – 10- has accumulated more among Gloucester players)
Won 2005/06 EPCR Challenge Cup
Gloucester debut as a sub in Dec 1997 v Newcastle 
Signed for Gloucester by Richard Hill
International Career
7 England caps – debut v Can Nov 2004, last v SA in May 2007
Was one of those cut from the 43-man “long list” for the 2003 World Cup
Age Will be 37 in April (DOB 25/04/78, born in Gloucester)

Jamie HEASLIP (17/12/16) ex-Leinster, retired Feb 2018 (Back), last Lein app v Cas (A) Jan 2017, pulled out in warm-up for Ire v Eng Mar 2017
Biog 1
6 TRIES IN 31 TESTS HERE FOR IRELAND
Biog 2
91 IRELAND CAPS & 5 FOR THE LIONS
Biog 3
WON 2 LEAGUE & 4 EPCR TITLES
Commentary Notes
Started 2011 final v Saints 
Turned 33 on Thursday
Played in 40 consecutive games for Leinster in Europe until missing home Bath game in Jan 2016 (and started all of them) – a run dating back 5 yrs – today is 225th game (all comps) for Leinster
This Season
0 tries in 4 PRO12 apps; Overtook Leo Cullen in the all-time appearance list in Oct Only Gordon D’Arcy has made more; started all 3 Champs Cup games
Last Season
1 try in 10 PRO12 apps 
0 try in 5 starts in Europe
Club Career
85 previous EPCR games (13 tries, 2 YC) – all for Leinster
139 previous PRO12 games (24 tries, 9 TC) – all for Leinster
223 previous appearances for Leinster
3 EPCR & 1 Challenge Cup triumphs
Joined Leinster in 2004
International Career
96 caps – 91 Ireland (13 tries) - debut v Pac Is (H) Nov 2006, last cap v Aus(H) Nov 2016 & 
5 Lions (debut v SA in 2009, 0 tries), all 3 Tests v SA 2009, 2 v Aus 2013)
Ireland’s most capped back row
Ireland captain in 2013 Six Nations, foot soldier in 2014 (O’Connell skipper)
Sent off v NZ in 2010 (kneeing Richie McCaw)
Won 2009 Grand Slam
Miscellaneous
Born in Israel while his soldier father was serving as part of the United Nations force in Lebanon
Age WAS 33 on THURSDAY (born in Tiberias, Israel and raised in Naas; DOB 15/12/83)


Chris HENRY (21/01/18) ex Ulster, retired Nov 2018
Biog
SIGNED NEW 2-YEAR CONTRACT LAST JANUARY
Biog 2
49th CHAMPIONS CUP APPEARANCE
Biog 3
24 IRELAND CAPS, LAST IN 2015 RWC SEMI-FINAL
Commentary Notes
This Season
Skipper in wins v Sca, Dra & Con in early season
Last Season
Out injured until December; Signed new deal until June 2019 in Jan 2017
2015/16
15 PRO12 games (1 try) & 3 in Europe (1 try)
2014/15
Out between start of autumn internationals and end of March after blocked blood vessel caused a mini stroke; 11 PRO12 games (2 tries) & 2 in Europe
2013/14
12 PRO12 and 5 Heineken Cup appearances
Club Career
126 previous PRO12/14 games (8 tries) – all for Uls
48 previous EPCR games (3 tries) – all for Uls in Champions Cup
Over 100 appearances for Ulster since 2006
Began his career at Ballymena Rugby Club
International Career
24 Ireland caps (4 tries) - debut v Australia in summer 2010; last cap v Arg in RWC 2015 SF
Try v Scotland in Aug and Romania at Wembley in RWC 2015
2 years between debut & 2nd cap
Has captained Irish Wolfhounds (the Ireland “A” side)
Won Churchill Cup with Ireland A in 2009
Ireland U21 international
Miscellaneous
Went to same school as Exeter’s Ian Whitten
Suffered a blocked blood vessel in his brain that caused him to have a mini stroke just hours before South Africa game in Nov 2014, subsequently revealed he had a hole in his heart
Age Was 33 in October (born in Belfast, DOB 17/10/84)

Gavin HENSON (05/03/17) – toe injury, ex Bristol, joined Dragons 2017, retired Jun 2019, played for West Wales Raiders RL in 2020
Biog 1
All 12 points in win v old club Bath last Sunday
Biog 2
Made 1st start for 4 months last Sunday
Biog 3
Slotted 5 of 6 PREM kicks this season (83%)
Commentary Notes
YET TO SCORE A PREM TRY AFTER 36 GAMES
Biog 2 – Before Sunday, last PREM start was on Oct 30 v Sale at inside centre & lasted 12 mins before shoulder injury that has kept him out for 4 months
Last Sunday was 1st PREM start at fly half for over 2 years (since Nov 2014)!
This Season
Just 3 PREM apps (2 starts) for total of 58 mins! Quins in Sep, Sale in Oct & Leic in Feb; missed four tackles last week v Bth
Last Season
193 points in 17 Championship games & 17 pts in 1 B&I Cup app
2014/15
Repl v Sale in Rd 1 & Saints in Rd 4, started v Saracens in Rd 5 and Wasps in Rd 6; joined Bristol in Jan
2013/14
Helped Bath United win the `A` League; only Bath career try in LV in Jan; agreed new contract in Apr
Club Career
35 prev PREM games (103 pts, 0 tries) – 16 pts in 4 for Bri, 34 pts in 21 for Bth, 53 in 7 for Lwe, 0 in 3 for Sar
46 previous EPCR games (263 pts, 8 tries, 3 Dgs) – 0 pts in 9 for Bath, 14 pts in 1 for L Welsh, 0 in 1 for Saracens, 0 in 1 for Blues, 137 pts (4 tries) in 24 for Ospreys, 112 pts (4 tries) in 10 for Swansea
Just 4 Top tier Europe apps since 08/09, 2 for Bath, 1 for Saracens and 1 with Cardiff Blues
Last EPCR try for Ospreys in 22-15 win v Bourgoin in Nov 2007
Club list: Swansea, Ospreys, Saracens, Toulon, Cardiff Blues, London Welsh, Bath & Bristol
Joined London Welsh in Jul 2012, but only played nine times for them (missed three months of his only season with the Exiles (Nov, Dec & Jan) with a calf injury
In Oct 2011 signed for Cardiff Blues; six months later contract was terminated after he was reported to be drinking and misbehaving on a flight home from a match against Glasgow Warriors
3 mths at Toulon (Feb-May 2011) inc.2wk ban for allegedly fighting with team-mates on a night out 
4th & final game for Sarries was as a sub v Leinster in Dublin before being released in early Feb 2011
Returned after a 21-month absence on Boxing Day 2010 for Saracens v Wasps at Wembley as a sub
International Career
34 caps - 33 Wales & 1 Lions (v NZ 2005), Test debut: Jun 2001 v Jap, last cap v Eng, Aug 2011
Won two Grand Slams but never played in the World Cup 
Age Was 35 last month (born in Bridgend, Wal; DOB 01/02/82)


Wiehahn HERBST (21/01/18) ex Ulster
Biog 1
MISSED WIN v LA ROCHELLE LAST WEEK 
Biog 2
TRY IN WIN v DRAGONS IN SEPTEMBER
Biog 2
FORMER SOUTH AFRICA U20 INTERNATIONAL
Commentary Notes
Yet to score a Champs Cup try 
This Season
Try v Dra (H) in Sep – just 3rd in League rugby for Uls 
Last Season
13 PRO12 apps 
2015/16
1st Ulster try v Scarlets in Rd 1 
2014/15
20 PRO12 games & 4 in Champions Cup
2013/14
Made just one substitute appearance in Super Rugby for 14 minutes
One try in 12 Currie Cup appearances and one try in seven Vodacom Cup appearances
Club Career
53 previous PRO12/14 games (3 tries, 1YC) – all for Uls
14 previous EPCR games (0 tries) – all for Uls in Champions Cup
Signed 3-year deal with Ulster in summer 2014
Made over 75 appearances for Natal Sharks in the Currie Cup and Vodacom Cup, scoring two tries
Made 38 Super Rugby appearances for the Sharks
International Career
Ex-South Africa schools, U19 and U20 – played in U19 World Champs in Ireland
Also played in the 2008 IRB World Junior Champs in Ireland
Age Will be 30 in July (born in Klerksdorp, Rsa; DOB 05/07/88)





Juan Martin HERNANDEZ (02/02/15) ex Toulon, joined Arg Super Rugby in 2015, retired Mar 2018
Biog
1st EPCR GAME FOR TOULON
Biog 2
ONLY HIS 3rd START AT CENTRE THIS SEASON
Biog 3
LOST 2005 FINAL WITH STADE FRANCAIS 
Commentary Notes
His last EPCR game was V CLERMONT for Racing Metro in Jan 2014 at Marcel Michelin (L 3-28)
Played at centre v Bordeau-Begles in Feb & Toulouse in Mar (both defeats)
Suffered extra time defeat at Murayfield with Stade v Toulouse in 2005
ONLY Test at Twickenham was in 2006 (won, played at full back)
This Season
Joined Toulon in Jan on a six-month deal, as a replacement for Australia-bound James O’Connor
YET TO SCORE A TRY FOR TOULON
Club Career
44 previous EPCR games (113 pts, 6 tries, 5 dgs) – 28 pts (1 try, 1 dg) in 18 for Racing Metro, 85 pts (5 tries, 4 dgs) in 26 for Stade Francais
Joined Toulon in Jan 2015 on a six-month deal
Signed for Racing Metro in 2010, left in 2014
Joined Sharks (SA) in 2009 but injury prevented him from playing a agme in Super Rugby
Top 14 full-back of the year in 2006
Won the Top 14 with Stade in 2004 & 2007, Top 14 and Champions Cup runner-up in 2005
Moved to Stade Francais in 2003 (scored over 500 pts for the Parisiens)
Started out at Deportivo Francesca (Arg)
International Career
52 Argentina caps (133 pts, 6 tries, 8 dgs) – debut v Paraguay (on neutral ground in Montevideo, Uru) Apr 2003 – won 144-0!!, last cap v France (Paris) Nov 2014
Played in 2003 & 2007 World Cups (starred in 2007, guiding Arg to victories v hosts France x2, Ireland & Scotland as they finished 3rd) – 3 dgs v Ireland
Nominated for World player of the year in 2007
Ex-Argentina U19, U21, A and Sevens
Miscellaneous
Nickname: “El Mago”(the Magician)
Uncle, Patricio Hernandez, played in midfield for River Plate, Estudiantes, Argentinos Juniors and Torino – also in Argentina squad at 1982 World Cup
Sister, María de la Paz Hernandez, won silver at the 2000 Olympics and bronze at the 2004 Olympics and 2008 Olympics in hockey
Age Will be 33 in August (born in Buenos Aires, Arg; DOB 07/08/82)

Scott HIGGINBOTHAM (01/05/21) ex Bordeaux, retired Jun 2021
Biog 1
34 AUSTRALIA CAPS, LAST IN 2017 v SCOTLAND
Biog 2
STARTED ALL 4 PREVIOUS EPCR GAMES THIS SEASON
Biog 3
4 TRIES IN TOP 14 THIS SEASON
Commentary Notes
2nd SEASON WITH BORDEAUX-BEGLES
PLAYED SUPER RUGBY WITH REDS & REBELS
Club Career
30 previous Top 14 games (25 starts, 7 tries) – all Bor
4 previous Champions Cup games (4 starts, 0 tries) 
4 previous Challenge Cup games (2 starts, 1 try) – all Bor
145 previous Super Rugby games (129 starts, 41 tries) 
Joined Bordeaux in 2019
Re-joined Reds in 2017
3 seasons in Japan Top League with Green Rockets
Signed for Melbourne Rebels in 2013
Super Rugby & Reds debut in March 2008
International Career
34 Australia caps (18 starts, 3 tries) – debut v Fra (Paris) Nov 2010, last cap v Sco (Sydney) Jun 2017
Age: Will be 35 in September (born in Perth, Aus; DOB 05/09/86)








Andrew HIGGINS (22/09/11) ex Sale, joined Newcastle 2012, retired 2013
Biog 1
SALE IS HIS 4th PREM CLUB
Biog 2
SCORED A TRY v SALE FOR EXETER LAST SEASON
Commentary Notes
Previously with Bristol, Bath and Exeter (finally escaped the west country…)
Was predominantly used as a wing by Exeter (only made 4 PREM starts though)
114th PREM game (24 tries before today). Has scored a try in each of his nine previous PREM campaigns.
Along with Alex Crockett (now Worcester) and Michael Lipman (Melbourne Rebels) resigned from Bath in 2009 prior to an internal disciplinary hearing at the club over allegations that they refused to take drug tests as part of an investigation into alleged misconduct at an end of season party. They all denied the charge, but were referred to the RFU for "conduct prejudicial to the interests of the game". They were cleared of taking drugs but were banned for nine months. Higgins announced that he would retire but was lured back into the game by Exeter.
Was 30 in July

Richard HILL (GUEST 17/01/15)
71 England caps, 2003 World Cup winner
129 PREM games for Saracens
Played for Saracens in 2008 Champions Cup semi-final v Munster
That semi was played at the Ricoh Arena (Sarries lost 16-18) and was to be Hill’s swansong in Europe…Hill lost all his three games v Munster
Club Career
38 EPCR games (12 tries) – all for Saracens – 7 in 19 Heineken Cup, 5 in 19 Challenge Cup
129 PREM games (22 tries, 11 pts) – all for Saracens
Club record 113 PREM starts in the Saracens pack, retired at end of 2007/08 season after a long-running battle with knee trouble 
Only made 6 appearances in 1997/98 PREM season (Saracens finished 2nd – their best finish during his career)
Joined Saracens in 1993
International Career
76 caps - 71 for England & 5 for the Lions (1997, 2001 & 2005 tours)
Post-Playing career
Became an Academy coach at Saracens and, after leaving Sarries, was appointed in August 2014 as the RFU's “player pathway liaison manager” - identifying, mentoring and developing young players between the ages of 15-19
Age Will be 42 in May (DOB 23/05/73)

Nathan HINES (14/10/16)
77 caps for Scotland
Won the Champions Cup with Leinster in 2011
Played for 5 clubs in EPCR competition
Notes
Now a “Resource coach” in Vern Cotter’s Scotland coaching team, Hines retired in May 2015 after 16 seasons as a pro (midway through what was to be a 2-year deal with Sale) 
2014/15
Started 1st 2 games then ruled out for 3 months; try in comeback game v Saracens (A) in Champions Cup in Dec; 1st PREM try in Dec v Leicester (H)
Club Career
14 PREM games (1 try) – all for Sale Sharks
87 EPCR games (5 tries) 
Recruited by Sale Sharks in 2014 on a two-year deal, but retired in 2015 to become a resource coach with Scotland
Joined Clermont in 2011
Played for Leinster 2009-2011 and won the Champions Cup in his final season there
Played for Perpignan between 2005 and 2009 but left after refusing to play for them at the end of the season in order to go on the Lions tour to South Africa
Joined Edinburgh in 1999 and spent six years there
Played for Manly (Sydney) before moving to Scotland and turning out for Gala
International Career
77 Scotland caps (2 tries) - debut v NZ in Jul 2000, last cap was in 2011 World Cup in Auckland v England
1st Scot ever to be sent off in an international in his second cap v USA
Miscellaneous
Played rugby league as a youngster and went on to play for North Sydney Bears
Age Will be 40 next month (born in Wagga Wagga, NSW, Aus; DOB 29/11/76)

Dan HIPKISS (22/12/12) – retired May 2013
Biog  1
SENT OFF v EXETER HERE IN OCTOBER 
Biog 2
PLAYED IN THE 2007 WORLD CUP FINAL
Commentary Notes 
Two yellow cards, second for preventing the Chiefs from taking a quick lineout while standing on the sidelines after being subbed – this would be his first PREM game since although has appeared in the LV= Cup
Started the first seven games this season, his best run in the team for a year
The sub appearance v Quins in March was his first sighting in any game since going off with an injured sternum during the Heineken Cup defeat by Leinster at The Rec in December 2011…played the following week and then not seen again until this season
Joined from Leicester Tigers last season 
Will always be remembered for breaking Saracens’ hearts with a last-gasp try for Leicester in the 2010 PREM final
Came on as a sub in the 2007 World Cup final
Hamstring injury and tonsillitis caused him to miss four PREM & Heineken games in October 2011, Manu Tuilagi stepped up and he never regained his place – only made one sub appearance in the PREM after that
Scored a superb try for Bath v Exeter in September 2011
Partnered Shane Geraghty at centre for England v Australia in November 2009 
Was 30 in June, comes from Ipswich

Jason HOBSON 
Biog
2nd PREM APPEARANCE IN 2 SEASONS
Commentary Notes
Bedevilled by injury (ruptured achilles on joining Wasps last season)…He’s 27 years old and only played 27 PREM games before today
Born in Swansea, started at Exeter, moved to Bristol, now Wasps.

Charlie HODGSON
Won 3 PREM titles – 1 with Sale & 2 with Saracens
Record 2625 PREM points for Sale & Saracens
16 seasons in the PREM (2000/01-2015/16)
Notes
Since retiring, runs his own performance coach business and has worked with London Irish and Wigan Warriors as a kicking consultant
2015/16
Retired after PREM final victory v Exeter after 16 campaigns at the top level to become Sarries’ head of recruitment and talent ID, 1st player to 2,500 points in PREM history v Worcester in Nov 2015
2014/15
152 points in 19 PREM games
22 pts & 1st career yellow card v Quins (A) in Sep; 21 pts v Leicester (A) in Nov
Club Career
254 PREM games (2625 pts, 39 tries) - 753 pts (11T) in 92 for Saracens, 1872 pts (28T) in 162 for Sale
84 EPCR games (672 pts, 15 tries) - 114 pts (2T) in 33 for Saracens, 558 pts (13T) in 51 for Sale
4 PREM Finals (W3 L1 -  3 with Saracens, 1 with Sale), only defeat in 2014 for Sar v Northampton
Record points scorer in PREM history
Won Champions Cup with Saracens, Challenge Cup with Sale
16 PREM seasons; best campaign statistically was in 2001/02 = 273 pts 
28 pts for Saracens v L Welsh in Oct 2012 was his personal best in a PREM match 
Scored against 16 different PREM clubs (there has only been 20 in total)…he wasn’t around when the likes of West Hartlepool, Bedford, Richmond & London Scottish took part
Played 11 seasons for Sale - won the PREM title in 2006
International Career
38 England caps (28 starts, 269 pts) – debut v Rom (Tw) Nov 2001, last cap v Ita (Rome) Feb 2012
“Charge down Charlie” scored tries v Scotland & Italy in the Six Nations in Feb 2012
Was in England’s 2011 World cup training squad – didn’t make the cut
44 points on debut v Romania in Nov 2001 at Twickenham in 134-0 win – still a record points total for an England player
Age Was 38 in November (born in Halifax; DOB 12/11/80)

Paul HODGSON (20/08/15 – played for L Irish in PREM 7s)
Biog
LONDON IRISH ACADEMY COACH
Biog
WON MIDDLESEX SEVENS WITH LONDON IRISH IN 2009
Biog
2 TRIES FOR WORCESTER IN 2013 PREM 7s
Commentary Notes
Played in PREM 7s for first time in 2013 for Worcester and scored try v Bath and Exeter as the Warriors won all 3 games
Won the Middlesex Sevens with London Irish at Twickenham in 2009
Joined L Irish as academy backs coach in summer 2014
Club Career
181 PREM appearances – 10 tries
Started the 2009 PREM final defeat to Leicester (9-10)
Joined Worcester in 2012, after making more PREM appearances than any London Irish scrum-half
Suffered three separate concussions in 2011/12; said he considered retiring before joining Worcester
London Irish 2004-12
Started out with Bristol 2001-04
International Career
9 England caps - won 6 of them in 2009/10 – only starts were v Arg & NZ in the 2009 autumn internationals; last cap v Ireland in 2010
Miscellaneous
Played full-back at county schools level football
Age Was 33 in April (DOB 25/04/82, born in Epsom)

Ally HOGG (GUEST – New v Exe 21/09/18)
Former Newcastle back row, retired in May
Played for Falcons in semi-final v Exeter in May 
121 PREM games for Newcastle (2010-18)
Notes
Said on rugby retirement that he wanted to go into financial services
2017/18
1st start of campaign in AW in late Jan; try v Leic (A) in Apr; retired after PREM PO v Exe (A)
2016/17
15 PREM games (10 starts); Try in defeat v Bath in September
2015/16
Only missed 2 PREM games
2014/15
16 PREM games (15 starts); try v L Welsh In Jan & 2 tries in LV win at L Irish in Feb
2013/14
14 PREM appearances (12 of them starts)
Made 100th Falcons app in all comps
Club Career
121 PREM games (96 starts, 6 tries) – all New
48 EPCR games (5 tries, 1 YC) – 0T (1YC) in 13 New, 5T in 35 Edi
Retired after 2018 PREM semi-final v Exeter (A)
Made 18 starts and four as a replacement in 2011/12 relegation campaign, having started 21 of the 22 games the previous season (Sale at home in Jan 2011 is the only one he didn’t featured in - late call-off having been named in original team)
Scored a try v Gloucester in April 2012, Newcastle’s first win at Kingsholm since 1998
Joined Newcastle in 2010/11 after seven years with Edinburgh – 2009/10 was disrupted by hip injury
International Career
48 Scotland caps - said he checked with then-Scotland coach Andy Robinson before agreeing to join Newcastle – didn’t want international future affected, although did not add to his caps tally under Robinson’s watch or subsequent coaches 
Miscellaneous
Represented Scotland in basketball at age grade level
Age Will be 36 in January (born in Stirling, Sco; DOB 20/01/83)

Stuart HOGG (16/04/23) ex Exeter, retired Jul 2023
Biog 1
1st PREM start since last October
Biog 2
Only 7th start this season (all comps)
Biog 3
Due to retire after 2023 World Cup
Commentary Notes 
WORLD RECORD 101 TEST STARTS AT FULL-BACK (SCO/LIONS)
Biog 1 – Heel issue at turn of the year and then Scotland calls, had a knee “tidy up” operation last summer (missed Scotland tour of Argentina)
Lost Scotland captaincy to Jamie Ritchie in Autumn, after winning 11 of his 22 in charge
Biog 3 - only Ford (105), Paterson(109) & Lamont (110) have more caps
Out 4 mths 2018/19 (shoulder/ankle); PLAYED IN 1st TEST WIN FOR LIONS v SOUTH AFRICA IN JULY
This Season 
Missed Rds 1 & 2, failed HIA v Sar (H) Oct 
Last Season 
Try v Bri (H) Jan, try v Bth (H) & Try & DG v Mun (H) Apr, try v Har (H) Jun
2020/21
Try v Gla (H) & h’string inj v Glo (H) Dec– out 2 wks; 2T v Was (H) Apr; 7 DB & 116m v Nor (A) Jun; 2nd PREM PO, try as repl in 2nd PREM Final (only 2nd & 3rd time repl for Exe)
2019/20 
Double-winner with Exeter; 1st Exe try Dec v Sal (A, Cmps); 1st PREM try v Glo (A) Feb; contract extension Jul; Nom for Euro Player of Year; try in 1st PREM PO; 1st Cmps Cup Final, 1st PREM final 
Club Career
47 prev PREM games (42 starts, 14 tries, 3 convs, 76 pts) – all Exe 
83 prev PRO12/14 games (75 starts, 26 tries, 187 pts, 3YC) – all Gla
59 prev Champions Cup games (57 sts, 9T, 66 pts, 2 YC) – 4T in 21 (1YC) Exe, 5T in 38 (37 sts, 1YC) Gla
0 prev Challenge Cup games
Joined Exeter in 2019; reportedly on £500k p/a
Dropped for Glasgow’s PRO12 semi-final & final in 2014; Won PRO12 with Glasgow in 2015
Try v Bath on EPCR debut in Nov 2011: Glasgow debut v Dragons in Feb 2011
International Career
102 caps (OVERALL TEST CAREER)
100 Sco caps (99 sts–98 FB, 1 FH; 171p, 27T) - deb v Wal (Car) Feb 2012, last v Ire (Mfl) Mar 2023
2 Lions caps (2 sts, 0 pts) - debut v RSA (C Town) Jul 2021, last cap 2nd Test v RSA (C Town) Jul 2021
Won 11 of his 22 Tests as Scotland captain
Rested for 2022 Argentina tour
2 tries v Wales (H), 20 tackle breaks (2nd), & 7 offloads (2nd) in 2021 6 Nations
4th Sco to 20 tries-Smith (24), Stanger (24),Paterson (22); 16 at M’field…only Stanger (21) more
Slotted 1st ever Test DG v Sam at RWC 2019
2017 Lions tour, home early after running into Conor Murray’s elbow, Y’gest on 2013 Lions tour
Youngest to reach Sco 50 caps, 7th youngest player in Test history to 50 caps
2016 6N Player of the tournament after tries v Fra & Ire; nominated in 2015
Try v Wales (H) in 2015 Six Nations; Tries v USA in Houston & Argentina in Cordoba on Jun 2014 tour
Red card v Wales in Mar 2014 for a dangerous tackle on Dan Biggar; 2 tries in 2013 Six Nations
Youngest player on 2013 Lions tour - try & MoM v Comb Country XV when played at fly half
Miscellaneous
Distant relative of George Best; brother Graham played for Sco 7s; 
Age Will be 31 in June (born in Melrose, DOB 24/06/92)

Tyrone HOLMES (30/12/16) ex Newcastle, retired Jun 2017, became S&C coach for Nice in Jul 2017
Biog
PREM debut
Biog 2
Signed from Glasgow this season
Biog 3
Won only Scotland cap v South Africa in 2014
Commentary Notes
This Season
2 AW Cup apps (both starts)
Last Season
Just 6 PRO12 apps (1 start) & 0 in Champions Cup
2014/15
8 PRO12 apps (6 starts); try v Treviso (A)
2013/14
15 appearances in Pro12 and 4 in Heineken Cup; first try for club v Exeter in Heineken Cup in Oct
Club Career
0 previous PREM games (0 tries) 
29 previous PRO12 games (1 try) – all for Glasgow
Signed for Newcastle in 2016
Joined Glasgow in 2013
Played for Petrarca in Italy in 2012/13
Returned to Western Province and also made one appearance for Stormers in Super Rugby in 2012
Had a spell with Cornish Pirates in 2011/12
Spent time in the academy at Toulon & Northampton
Began pro career with Western Province
International Career
1 Scotland cap – debut v country of his birth, South Africa, in summer 2014
Age Will be 31 in April (Born in Johannesburg, SA; DOB 15/04/86)

Tom HOMER (24/04/21) ex L Irish, retired Jun 2021
Biog 1
166th PREM appearance 
Biog 2
Only 3rd appearance this year, re-joined last July
Biog 3
Won PREM Golden Boot in 2011/12
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 – Worcester last month only app since Challenge Cup game v Pau just before Christmas
Biog 3 – BUT YET TO KICK THIS SEASON AND NO KICKS IN EITHER OF THE PREVIOUS 2 CAMPAIGNS!! 
144 PREM starts, 126 at full back (7th most in PREM history, van Gisbergen 6th on list – 129)
2018/19
Try & dropped ball over line v Bri (A) R1, 2T v Saracens (A) in R5
2017/18
Out til Nov (back & conc), tore pec muscle v Lir (AW) Nov – out 5 mths total; try v Glo (A) in Apr 
2016/17
Only missed 2 PREM; new deal & try v Bri (A) & Pau (H, 13 pts) in Chall Cup Jan: try v Brv (H) Apr (last start on wing was for Lir v New in Feb 2012!); 19/23 kicks (83%)
2015/16
13 PREM starts (most 3 seasons); 4 repl Cmps Cup; Try v Sar (A) Jan 1st PREM for Bth & 1st in league in 4 seasons; try v Was (H) in 100th PREM app Feb
Club Career
165 prev PREM games (144s,776p,18T,1YC) – 601p (9T) in 95 (1YC) Lir, 175p (9T) in 70 (63 sts) Bth
21 prev Cmps Cup games (13s, 66 pts, 4T, 1YC) – 66 pts (4T,1YC) in 9 Lir, 0 pts in 12 (5s) Bth
15 prev Chall Cup games (11s, 59 pts, 4T) – 29 pts (1T) in 8 Lir, 30 pts (3T) in 7 (7s) Bth
Joined Bath in Feb 2015, released Jun 2020, re-joined London Irish Jul 2020
370 pts in all games in 2011/12; inc. 278 PREM (5 tries) won ‘Golden Boot` - 20 pts in match 3 times
Missed start of 2010/11 due to injury and then injured in comeback game v Sale at end of Oct 2010
2 tries on PREM debut (v Sar) Nov 2008 as 18yo; Ex-London Irish Academy
International Career
Uncapped  (Eng U20 - Top scorer in 2009 JWC - 88 pts in 5 games, lost to NZ in final)
Injuries
Knee v Quins in Sep 2014 (out for 3 mths); groin in Aug 2013 (5 mths), Knee in Sep 2012 (2 mths)
Miscellaneous
Loves cartoons and has a large collection of comic books
Age Was 31 this month (born in Salisbury, Wilts; DOB 01/04/90) – same as Jonny May (same age)





James HOOK (30/04/17) ex Gloucester, joined ospreys Jul 2019, retired Jun 2020
Biog 1
Agreed to join Ospreys next season
Biog 2
Try v Quins at Twickenham in December
Biog 3
Missed the last 3 PREM rounds
Commentary Notes
This Season
On bench in Rounds 1-4 (unused v Sale in Rd 3), passed 200 pts in PREM v Wasps in Nov; agreed move back to Ospreys next season; try v Har (Twickenham) in Dec; try v Was (A) in Feb
Last Season
Called up by Wales to World Cup squad due to injuries having been initially left out, 1st PREM try in Dec in Big Game v Quins, 17 pts v L Irish (H) & 13 pts v Leicester (H) in Jan; 5 PREM tries; only missed 4 PREM games (2 of them being Rds 21 & 22 – back inj)
2014/15
Missed just 3 games in PREM & Europe – started 28 of his 30 games
Match-winning 50m pen v Saracens (H) in Jan with last kick of game, 44 points in 3 games during 6N
Club Career
53 previous PREM games (223 pts, 7 tries) -  all for Gloucester
63 prev EPCR Games (402 pts, 7 tries, 3 Dgs) – 62 pts (3 tries) in 18 for Glo, 124 pts (3 tries, 2 dgs) in 14 for Perpignan, 216 pts (1 try, 1 dg) in 31 for Ospreys
54 previous Top 14 games (671 pts, 4 tries) – all for Perpignan
63 previous PRO12 games (444 pts, 13 tries) – all for Ospreys
Recruited by Gloucester in 2014, with the promise of regular play at fly half
Signed for Perpignan in 2011, suffered relegation last season from the Top 14
796 points in 107 appearances for Ospreys
Won 2009/10 Celtic League & 2007/08 Anglo Welsh Cup (final v Leicester at Twickenham)
Joined Ospreys full-time in 2006; Developed at Neath
International Career
81 Wales caps (352 pts, 13 tries) – debut v Arg (A) 2006 – scored a try (same game as Richard Hibbard debut), last caps v Rsa (Twickenham) Oct 2015
Has never had a settled position or lengthy run of starts in the same place in the Wales team….21 starts at fly-half, 19 at centre & 10 at full-back
Man of the match v Australia in Nov 2006 & v England in 2007
Played in 2007 & 2011 World Cups (missed crucial kicks in semi v France); 2008 & 2012 6N Grand Slams
Not in original 2009 Lions squad v SA, injury rep during tour for Halfpenny, unused sub in third Test, played in 6 tour games (try v Golden Lions, 16 pts v Cheetahs)
Injuries
Shoulder operation in summer of 2010
Age Will be 32 in June (born in Neath, Wal; DOB 27/06/85)



Stuart HOOPER (18/02/17)
Bath Performance & Player Development Director
138 PREM games for Bath, record 68 as captain
Played Harlequins 22 times in the PREM (W10 L11 D1)
Notes
Retired due to back trouble in April 2016, appointed Bath Performance & Player Development Director in July 2016
232 PREM games in total – only 9 players have more 
106 PREM games as captain in total – only Dallaglio, Borthwick & Johnson have led more
Last Season
4th SEASON AS BATH CLUB CAPTAIN; Try v home town club Exeter (H) on opening day in Oct; Ruled out for 6 wks from end of Nov & another 3 wks in Jan; missed 3 games during 6N period; played final game v Newcastle in Mar (11th man to make 200 PREM STARTS), retired due to back trouble in Apr
2014/15
3rd campaign as Bath capt; Broke Steve Borthwick’s Bath club record for PREM games as skipper; Newcastle in Apr + Quins & Gloucester in May are the only PREM games he missed; Only PREM final (capt)
2013/14
Agreed a new contract; MoM v Gloucester in Apr; 100th PREM game for Bath
Club Career
232 PREM games (200 starts, 11 tries) – 6 in 138 for Bath, 4 in 65 for Leeds, 1 in 29 for Saracens
68 EPCR games (6 tries) - 3 in 41 for Bath, 3 in 15 for Leeds, 0 in 12 for Saracens (Played in Champions Cup, Champions Cup, Challenge Cup & EPCR Shield)
First appointed Bath club captain in 2012 - Bath’s fifth captain in five years, but Francois Louw saw more regular duty in charge in match action
Sent to the sin-bin v Worcester in Sep 2012
Started all Bath’s PREM & H Cup games in 2010/11 until final three games (broken arm)
Played at No.8 in 2009 & at lock in 2010 semis v Tigers (both at Leicester City’s ground)
Played alongside Tom Biggs at Leeds
EPCR debut was in low key Challenge Cup game for Saracens at Bologna in October 2001!
Played for Saracens across three seasons in a bygone Sarries era under Pienaar and Shelford – he was essentially first choice under Buck…he packed down alongside Abdelatif Benazzi - Tim Horan, Kyran Bracken and Richard Hill were also team-mates!
Injury Woes
Thumb in Feb 2012; - only made two appearances from early Dec 2011 to mid-Apr…Arm injury kept him out for two months, fractured eye socket and then thumb. He had missed the end of 2010/11 with a broken arm…on the sidelines for two months last season
Age Was 35 in November (born in Exeter; DOB 18/11/81)

Pete HORNE (15/05/21) ex Glasgow, retired Dec 2021 to become Head Coach of Ayrshire Bulls 
Biog 1
45 CAPS & 53 POINTS FOR SCOTLAND
Biog 2
MADE 150th GLASGOW APP v EDINBURGH
Biog 3
SLOTTED 12 OF 17 KICKS (ALL COMPS) THIS SEASON (71%)
Commentary Notes
Marooned on 99 PRO14 starts currently!
Biog 2 – In Dec 2018… Edinburgh won that one 23-7 at Murrayfield!
Biog 3 - SLOTTED 14 OF 22 KICKS IN PRO14 LAST SEASON (64%)
13th SEASON WITH GLASGOW
STARTED AT FLY HALF v BENETTON & SCORED 13 POINTS IN JAN
TRY IN 50-20 PRO14 SEMI-FINAL WIN v ULSTER IN 2019
TRY IN DEFEAT AT EDINBURGH IN AUGUST - TRY IN 23-7 DEFEAT AT EDINBURGH IN DECEMBER 2018 TOO
2 APPEARANCES FOR SCOTLAND AT 2019 WORLD CUP – v RUSSIA (start) and v JAPAN (rep)
1 OF 4 WARRIORS (w/Seymour) TO PLAY IN BOTH LOSING PRO14 FINALS v LEINSTER (2014 & 2019) - WON PRO12 TITLE WITH GLASGOW IN 2015
TRY FOR SCOTLAND v GEORGIA IN 2019 RWC WARM-UPS
19 starts for Scotland at centre + another 3 at fly half 
Club Career
Won PRO12 title with Glasgow in 2015, played in 22 of 24 matches (inc Final)
Made just 6 PRO12 appearances in 2013/14 and none in Europe
Glasgow debut v Ulster in March 2009
International Career
45 Scotland caps (22 starts, 53 pts, 6 tries) - debut v Samoa, Durban, Jun 2013
14 POINTS FOR SCOTLAND v ARGENTINA LAST JUNE;
WON 25th SCOTLAND CAP IN JUNE 2017 v FIJI STARTING AT FLY HALF; MISSED WIN v AUSTRALIA IN JUNE 2017 BUT PLAYED IN OTHER 2 TESTS v ITALY & FIJI
TRY IN RWC 2015 QF DEFEAT v AUSTRALIA
10 points in 28-22 loss v Ire in Aug 2015
Started at fly half v Ita in 2015 Six Nations
Played for Scotland U18, U19, U20, A & 7s as well
Suffered serious knee injury on Sco tour to Rsa in 2013, out for almost a year
Age Was 31 in October (born in Kirkcaldy, Fife, DOB 05/10/89)

Rob HORNE (21/04/18 – forced to retire due to nerve damage in right arm following incident at very start of Lei v Nor match on 14/04/18) ex-Northampton
Biog 1
Try in 4 of the last 5 PREM games
Biog 2
Red card v Worcester in November
Biog 3
34 Australia caps, last in June 2017 v Italy
Commentary Notes
Leads Saints for the first time today
Biog 1 – Including 4 in a row
Biog 2 – Returned from one-week ban v Falcons in Dec - 2 Yellow Cards (both for dangerous tackles) v Worcester & handed ban at disciplinary
Biog 3 – Started 25 of those 34 Tests (13 at centre, 12 on wing); Italy only cap in 2017
Won 2014 Super Rugby title with Waratahs 
This season
PREM debut v Leic (H) & 2T v Lir (A) in Sep; 2 YC = RC v Wor (A) & 1-wk ban in Nov; try v Osp (H) in Champs Cup debut & try v Har (Tw) in Dec; tries v LI, Exe & Sal in Feb/Mar
2017 SH season (for Waratahs)
13 appearances (3 tries)
Club Career
16 previous PREM games (16 starts, 7 tries) – all for Nor
4 previous EPCR games (4 starts, 1 try) – all for Nor
114 previous Super Rugby games (29 tries, 3 YC) – all for War
Picked on wing in 2014 Super Rugby final win v Crusaders
Super Rugby debut with the Waratahs in 2008 as 18yo & played in losing final to Crusaders that year
International Career
34 Australia Caps (25 starts, 4 tries) - debut v Fji (C’berra) Jun 2010, last cap v Ita (B’bane) Jun 2017
13 starts at centre, 12 on wing
Last try was in Sep 2014 v Rsa
Played in 2 World Cups (2011 & 2015)
Played on wing in all 3 Tests v Eng in Jun 2016
Didn’t play in the knockout stage of 2015 World Cup (wing v Eng in Pool game at Twickenham)
Started v South Africa in Jul 2015 but picked up a calf injury which ruled out him out of rest of Rugby Championship; returned v Usa in Sep 2015
Try v Usa in 2011 World Cup, repl in SF & Bronze Final
Fractured elbow in 2010 v NZ ruled him out of the remainder of the Tri Nations
First toured with the Wallabies in 2009 (no caps), torn hamstring in Japan forced departure
Ex-Australia Sevens & U20 (2008 Junior World Championship)
Age Will be 29 in August (born in Greenacre, NSW, Aus; DOB 15/08/89)



Kai HORSTMANN (27/05/17 – FINAL) ex Exeter, retired Jun 2018
Biog 1
Missed just 1 of the last 9 PREM games
Biog 1
Named on the bench for last year’s final
Biog 2
Signed a new contract in March
Commentary Notes
2nd PREM final – Arsenal fan, so will be distracted during any celebrations tonight!
Exeter’s 2nd oldest PREM player but way to go to beat Chris Budgen (39y287d)! 
Tries in 2 of his last 6 games 
This Season
Seasonal debut in PREM Rd 4 v Bri (A), started v Nor (A) in Sep (1st PREM start for 17 mths); regular starter from mid-Oct to early Dec; capt in win v Bor (A) in Dec; tries v Leic (A) & Sal (H) in Mar; agreed new contract
Last Season
Try v Ospreys (H) in Jan, try v Bath (H) in Feb, try v Leicester (A) in Mar; repl in PREM final; didn’t start a game; 1st PREM final (repl)
2014/15
On the bench 14 times in the PREM; Try as capt v La Rochelle (H) in Dec; try v Ospreys (H) in Jan; 1st PREM try for Chiefs v Bath (H) in Feb
2013/14
Anglo-Welsh Cup 2nd major trophy – won EPCR Challenge Cup with Quins; Signed a new one-year deal in Feb; Started last 6 PREM games of season – 8 starts and 11 sub apps in total in league
Club Career
176 prev PREM games (13 tries) - 4 in 64 previous for Exeter, 9 in 107 for Worcester, 0 in 5 for Quins
54 prev EPCR games (10 tries) – 3 in 21 previous for Exeter, 5 in 28 for Worcester, 2 in 5 for Quins
Joined Exeter in 2012 - Led Chiefs in the Anglo-Welsh Cup in 2012/13
Worcester back row record 107 appearances for the Warriors - missed five months of his final campaign for Worcester due to a hamstring injury and was ruled out until January 2013 last time round
Twice won Worcester player of the year and player's player of the year awards
Played 173 games in all comps for Worcester
PREM debut (for Quins at Franklin’s Gdns in 2002) was so long ago that only Brett Sturgess from that game (then Saints) is still going in the PREM…the likes of Beal, Sleightholme, Grayson & Diprose played (as did very recent retiree Ugo Monye)
Began career with Harlequins
International Career
Played for England Saxons in Churchill Cup in 2006
Played for England Sevens in IRB World Sevens Series in 2003/04
Miscellaneous
Arsenal fan
Age Will be 36 in September (born in Harare, Zim; DOB 21/09/81)
James HORWILL (08/03/20 – BRI v HAR)
Led Harlequins 33 times in the PREM 
Retired last May after 4 seasons in the PREM
Led Harlequins to victory v Bristol in February 2019
Notes
PREM captaincy record: PL33 W13 L20
Last Season 
Played every min of Rds 1-4; missed Nor (A) & Sal (H) in Rds 5 & 6 – Conc; Champs Cup Rd 1-high 10 lineouts v Lar; try v New (H) in Feb; try v Sar (London Stadium) in Mar made it 3T in 5 v Sar; missed 11 PREM games; retired after defeat in Round 22 at Wasps
2016/17
capt in wins v Nor (H) & Sta (H) in Oct; broke finger in Nov; ankle injury in Feb; try v Sar (Wemb) in Apr; No-one averaged more lineout takes per game than Horwill’s 7
2015/16
Joined Har after playing in all 3 Tests for Aus in Rugby Champs triumph but left out of RWC squad; Quins debut v Was in Oct, Led Quins for 1st time v Leic (H) in Feb - 27th man to lead Quins in the PREM…& 5th Australian – Garrick Morgan, David Wilson, Tom Murphy and Chris Malone others
2014/15 
14 Super Rugby games in 2015
Club Career
57 PREM games (57 starts, 7 tries) – all Har
2 Champions Cup games (0 tries) – all Har
6 Challenge Cup games (0 tries) – all Har
117 Super Rugby games (9 tries) – all Rds
Signed for Harlequins in 2015, retired in May 2019
Super Rugby title-winning captain 2011; Part of Reds side (alongside Genia & Cooper) humiliated 92-3 by Bulls at Loftus Versfeld in May 2007; Reds debut 2006; Started playing for Ballymore Tornadoes
International Career 
62 Australia caps (6 tries) - debut v Fji (Jun 2007), last cap v Eng (Brisbane) Jun 2016 
Captained Australia 16 times 2011-13, was squad captain at 2011 RWC
Led Wallabies in 8 of 15 Tests in 2013, playing in 13 - only missed Rsa & Arg with hamstring injury
Returned to Aus team after 2-year absence in 2013, capt v Lions – played every minute of series, cited for alleged reckless boot to head of Alun Wyn Jones in 1st Test - initially cleared, World Rugby appealed & Horwill cleared again following 2nd Test & played in series decider
Missed whole of 2012 international season after splitting hamstring
Winning TN capt 2011 & led Aus in 2011 RWC (apart from Usa game); try in QF v Rsa (won 11-9) Started every Test in 2009; foot injury ruled him out of 2008 tour, knee injury in 2010
Maiden Test try v Ire (Melbourne) in 2008 – 4 tries that year; Missed out on 2007 World Cup
Miscellaneous
Schoolboy Aussie Rules player in native Melbourne, took up rugby when moved schools to Brisbane
Age Will be 35 in May (born in Melbourne, Aus; DOB 29/05/85)

Ollie HOSKINS (26/10/24) ex-Saracens, retired Jun 2025
Biog 1
ONLY AUSTRALIA CAP IN NOVEMBER 2021 V ENGLAND
Biog 2
2ND APPEARANCE THIS SEASON
Biog 3
MADE 100TH PREMIERSHIP APPEARANCE LAST MAY
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – In tears during the anthem before Cook Cup Test having been called up during the week due to prop injury crisis
Last Season
Sar debut v Glo (H,Prm Cup) Sep, out 2 mths (Oct-Dec), Sar Prem debut v New (H) Dec, 1st Prem SF 
2022/23 (L Irish)
2 tries in defeat v Worcester in Round 1, Missed Prem game v Newcastle in Apr (illness), new deal
2020/21 (L Irish)
Try in 100th First Team game v Har (A) Jan
2019/20 (L Irish)
Try in Prem Cup v Sal (H) Oct, extended contract; try v Leic (H) & RC v Bri (A) Dec, 1-wk ban Dec (dangerous play at ruck); 15 Prem pens (=2nd)
2017/18 (L Irish)
Prem debut as repl v Nor (H) in Rd 4; try on Euro debut v Edinburgh in Oct; 2 tries in 4 AW Cup apps
2016/17 (L Irish) 
13 Championship apps & 7 in the B& I Cup 
Club Career
102 previous Prem games (51 sts, 5 tries, 1RC) – 0 in 7 Sar, 5 in 95 (51 sts, 1RC) Lir
4 previous Champions Cup games (0 sts, 0 tries) – 1 Sar, 3 Lir 
10 previous Challenge Cup games (7 sts, 2 tries) – all Lir
26 previous Super Rugby games (0 tries) – all Fce
Joined Saracens in 2023 after L Irish went bust
Joined London Irish in 2016
Super Rugby debut in 2014, as a replacement for Kieran Longbottom
member of Western Force training squad in 2012 & 2013
International Career
1 Australia cap (0 sts, 0 tries) – debut v Eng (Tw) Nov 2021
Ex-Australia U20 (in squad at 2012 & 2013 Junior World Championships)
Age Will be 32 in March (born in Perth, Aus; DOB 06/03/93)



Florian HOUERIE (2013/14) ex Castres, retired 2016
BIOG 1
CASTRES DEBUT 
BIOG 2
BEEN ON THE BENCH TWICE BUT NOT COME ON
BIOG 3
Commentary Notes
DOB 27/10/92
Born in 
Prop
Played for Argeles-Cazost and Tarbes as a youngster
He is listed on the Castres website as only 5 Foot 7 Inches tall – weighs 112kg
He was added to the list of players registered for the Heineken Cup in January but didn’t make an appearance
Has been in the club’s academy for four years
Has an Espoirs contract with the club until 2015

Gavin HUME (May 2014) ex Clermont, released 2014
BIOG 1
SCORED TWO TRIES IN 24 MATCHES FOR PERPIGNAN IN 2012/13
BIOG 2
JOINED FROM PERPIGNAN IN THE SUMMER
BIOG 3
Commentary Notes
DOB 25/03/80
Born in the Western Cape in South Africa
Utility back – Centre – Fly-half
Started playing for Natal Sharks until 2004
Had a brief spell with the Stormers before moving to Perpignan in 2004
Spent nine seasons at Perpignan 2004-13
Signed for Clermont as a medical joker to cover for Mike Delany

Ian HUMPHREYS (16/01/16) ex Ulster, retired 2016
Biog 1
FORMER L IRISH & LEICESTER FLY HALF
Biog 2
PASSED 500 CAREER PRO12 PTS THIS SEASON
Commentary Notes
Brother David led Ulster to victory in 1999 Champions Cup final 
This Season
Passed 500 career PRO12 points in win v Cardiff Blues in Oct
Last Season
16 PRO12 games (88 pts) & 5 Champions Cup games (6 pts)
2013/14
12 PREM apps for London Irish
Club Career
76 previous PRO12 games (502 points) – all for Ulster
39 previous EPCR games (253 points) – 215 pts in 33 for Ulster, 3 for London Irish & 3 for Leicester
49 PREM games and 292 points – 125 in 18 games for Leicester and 167 in 31 for London Irish
Re-joined Ulster again in 2014
Signed for London Irish in 2012
Re-joined Ulster in 2008 to replace his brother, who was retiring
Played on loan at Leeds early in 2006/07 season but returned to Leicester and played a key role, including guiding them to a win at Thomond Park over Munster in a crucial Champions Cup pool match
Made Leicester debut in PREM v Bristol in Dec 2005
Signed for Leicester in 2005 before playing a game for Ulster senior side
Played his club rugby for Belfast Harlequins
Came through the ranks at Ulster and captained the U21 side in 2002/03
International Career
Ireland U19, U21 and A international and captained Ireland 7s at Rugby World Cup 7s in Hong Kong in 2005
Miscellaneous
Is the younger brother of David, who is now director of rugby at Gloucester
Age Will be 34 in April (born in Belfast, DOB 24/02/82)

Lewis HUDD (08/08/14) ex Dragons, as of 2020 Dragons S & C Coach
Biog
PLAYS FOR BEDWAS IN THE WELSH PREM
Commentary Notes
Club Career
7 tries for Bedwas last season – also made a couple of appearances for Cross Keys
Joined Gwent club Bedwas in 2012/13, but is attached to the Dragons Academy
International Career
Wales Students 
Miscellaneous
Attends Cardiff Met
Age Was 20 in February (born in Abergavenny)



Will HURRELL (10/11/19) – ex Bristol, head inj, diagnosed as a stroke (played Jan 4), retired Apr 2020
Biog 1
Missed end of last season with shoulder injury
Biog 2
Try in defeat here in April 2017
Biog 3
Won 23 turnovers in 2016/17 PREM season
Commentary Notes
Contract up in the summer…
Biog 1 – Injured shoulder in Feb & ruled out for season 
Biog 3 – Most in the league that season, also 196 carries & 50 defenders beaten…yet relegated
Last Season 
2 tries v Nor (H) Sep…his last tries! 
2017/18 
1 try in 8 Champs apps for Bri; Joined Bth on loan in Jan, stayed until end of season, PREM apps were in Feb & Mar, Bth debut in AW Cup v Osp (A) in Feb; 4 PREM apps in Feb/Mar
2016/17
Missed 4 tackles in 22-70 defeat v Wasps (A) in Sep; won 23 PREM turnovers (most in league), 196 carries & 50 defenders beaten…yet relegated
2015/16 (for Doncaster)
7 tries in 25 Champs games; Named in Champs dream team; try in each leg of Champs final v Bri
Club Career
41 previous PREM games (37 starts, 3 tries) – 3 in 36 Bri, 0 in 4 (4 sts) Bth,, 0 in 1 (0 sts) Leic
0 previous Champions Cup games 
3 previous Challenge Cup games (0 tries) – all Bri
Joined Bristol in 2016, loaned to Bath in Jan 2018 for rest of season
Ex-Doncaster Knights, strong ball carrier who scored in both legs of the 2016 Champs final v Bristol
Spells at London Welsh & Rotherham
Ex- Leicester Tigers Academy (played in 1 PREM game as a repl for just 1 minute in an East Midlands derby v Northampton in 2009 & 3 Anglo-Welsh Cup ties)
International Career
Ex-England U20
Miscellaneous
Brother, Rob Hurrell, was a lock for Coventry & Leicester Tigers
Age Will be 30 in January (born in Melton Mowbray, Leics; DOB 15/01/90)

Ruaridh JACKSON (22/02/20) ex Glasgow, retired Jun 2020
Biog 1
162ST GLASGOW APPEARANCE 
Biog 2
13 TRIES IN 130 PREVIOUS PRO14 APPEARANCES 
Biog 3
YELLOW CARD HERE v EDINBURGH IN DECEMBER
Commentary Notes
Biog 3 – One of five yellow cards dished out by referee Ben Blain in the 1872 Cup clash. His only other PRO14 YC had come back in Feb 2011 v Connacht
Last Season
14 PRO14 apps (all starts, 1 try) – try v Zebre in March
1 Champs Cup app
2017/18
Jointly won the Players’ Payer of the Year award alongside Sam Johnson
2016/17 (for Harlequins)
3 repl app in Sep; started in AW v Osp in Nov; started both Chall Cup games v Timisoara S
2015/16 (for Wasps)
1st PREM start in Nov v Leic (A), 13 pts v Leinster, Try in 14-point haul v Toulon; Recalled to Scotland squad in Jan; late call-up to bench v Wales (A) in Feb
2014/15 (for Wasps)
Suffered season-ending knee injury after coming on as a replacement v Northampton at Adams Park in Sep 2014, in just his 2nd PREM appearance
Club Career
130 previous PRO14 apps (85 starts, 11 tries, 351 pts) – all Gla
22 previous PREM games (0 tries, 76 pts) – 39 pts in 9 for Har, 37 pts in 13 for Wasps
42 previous EPCR games (4 tries) – 3 tries in 31 for Gla, 0 in 5 for Har, 1 in 6 for Was
Re-joined Glasgow in 2017
Signed for Harlequins in 2016
Joined Wasps in 2014
Signed for Glasgow Warriors on an apprentice contract in 2006 – played 7 seasons in the PRO 12
International Career
33 Scotland caps (18 starts, 2 tries, 37 pts) - debut v Nzl (H) Nov 2010; last cap v Can (A) Jun 2018
Did not play for Scotland in 2015, went on 2017 tour
2011 World Cup – started the fateful game v England in Auckland
Ex-Scotland Sevens
Miscellaneous
Owns a gin company called ‘The Garden shed drinks’. The 31-year-old joined forces with former Warriors and Scotland prop Ryan Grant, and their wives Kirstin and Maxine, to make their dream of making organic, fresh and delicious gin a reality.  
Age Was 32 this month (born in Northampton, DOB 12/02/88)


Ben JACOBS (17/01/16) ex Wasps, retired May 2016
Biog 1
HAS STARTED EVERY GAME IN EUROPE THIS SEASON
Biog 2
IN HIS 5th SEASON WITH WASPS
Commentary Notes
11th game of the season today - played more games already than last season (8) 
FORMER SARACENS, WESTERN FORCE & WARATAHS CENTRE
This Season
PLAYED 50th PREM GAME FOR WASPS v L IRISH IN NOV
Last Season
TRY IN 50th PREM GAME v BATH IN JANUARY 2015
Made just 3 PREM appearances (all starts), try v Bath in Jan
Played in both LV= Cup games in Nov (capt v Sale); 2 tries v Castres (Adams Pk) in Dec
Played 1st PREM game for a year in Dec 2014 v Gloucester after injury but was ruled out for the season at end of Jan after suffering shoulder injury; signed contract extension
2013/14
Only try v Saracens (H) in LV= Cup in Nov 2013; suffered season-ending ankle injury v Grenoble in Dec 2013; 5 PREM starts in 2013/14
Club Career
56 previous PREM games (8 tries) – 8 in 53 previous for Wasps, 0 in 3 for Saracens
25 previous EPCR games (5 tries) – all for Wasps
Has played at full back for Wasps
Re-joined Wasps in 2013
Appeared 6 times for Western Force in 2013 Super Rugby
Left Wasps to sign for Japanese club Kyuden Voltex  in 2011
Led Wasps v old club Saracens on Boxing Day 2010
Try v Glos in Challenge Cup QF win at Adams Park in 2010
Signed for Wasps in 2009
Joined Saracens in 2008
34 appearances across 4 years for Waratahs 
Age Will be 34 in May (born in Sydney, Aus; DOB 17/05/82)

Brock JAMES (18/01/20) ex la Rochelle, retired Jun 2020 to become Ospreys backs coach
Biog 1
TRY IN 2013 CHAMPIONS CUP FINAL
Biog 2
502 POINTS IN 68 PREVIOUS EPCR APPEARANCES
Biog 3
SLOTTED 20 OF 25 KICKS THIS SEASON (ALL COMPS, 80%)
Commentary Notes
Missed the last kick of the match v Glasgow last week (74 mins)
Biog 1 - Try v Toulon in 2013 Eur Cup final defeat (Dublin) & v Bath in 2007 Chall Cup final win (Stoop) as well
Biog 2 – Champions Cup & Challenge Cup combined
YC v Sarries in Champions Cup SF at Twickenham in 2014 for deliberately knocking the ball dead…Nigel Owens awarded a penalty try 
Club Career
55 previous Champions Cup games (5 tries)
13 previous Challenge Cup games (1 try)
307 prev Top 14 games (2494 pts, 25 tries)
Joined La Rochelle in 2016
Broke the Top 14 record for the number of successful place kicks in a row – kicked 41 in a row between 4 January and 28 March 2009
Top points scorer in Top 14 in 06/07, 07/08 and 08/09
Signed for Clermont in 2006
Played for The Reds in Super Rugby
Moved to Western Force between 2004 and 2006
Played for Taranaki between 2002 and 2004
Began his career at Old Collegians in Brisbane
International Career
Ex-Australia U16, U19, U21 and Sevens
Age Was 38 in October (born in Victoria, Aus; DOB 22/10/81)






Will JAMES (12/04/14) ex Gloucester, retired May 2014
Biog 1
TURNED 37-YEARS-OLD IN DECEMBER
Biog 2
JUST HIS 3rd PREM START IN 5 MONTHS
Commentary Notes
This Season
Made 100th PREM appearance in win v Newcastle and 150th COMPETITIVE game for Gloucester as skipper v Munster, both in October
Club Career
His current contract is up at the end of this season…….hi 8that Kingsholm
Sin-binned twice in the PREM and twice in the Amlin last season
Man of the match v Bath in March 2011 & Worcester in  Feb 2013 at Kingsholm
Scored the last of his three PREM tries in October 2009 v Sale at Edgeley Park 
Joined Gloucester from Cornish Pirates in 2006
Ex-Plymouth, Pontypool, Pontypridd, Bath (1995/96) – season when they won the League & Cup double
Started at Plymouth Albion in junior rugby
International Career
4 Wales caps, last in a 2007 World Cup Pool game v Japan played at the Millennium Stadium
Three of his Tests have been in Cardiff, other was debut in 2007 World Cup warm-up at Twickenham
Miscellaneous
Chairman of the Rugby Players’ Association - Elected in succession to David Barnes…His vice-chairman is Northampton lock Christian Day
Coaches at Weston-Super-Mare
Enjoys drumming
Age Was 37 in December  (Plymouth-born)

ADAM JAULHAC (078/01/16) ex Bordeaux, joined Bayonne Jul 2016
Biog 
MAKING JUST HIS 2nd START OF THE SEASON
Biog 
IN HIS 8th SEASON WITH BORDEAUX
Biog 
SCORED 1st TOP LEVEL TRY v CASTRES LAST SEASON
Commentary Notes 
SCORED HIS 1st TRY ABOVE PRO D2 LEVEL IN 59-7 WIN v CASTRES IN OCT 2014
His only previous start this season before today was in 19-16 defeat at Ospreys
Club Career
Was reportedly a target for Perpignan before signing a new 3-year contract to 2017 in October 2013 – Perpignan were relegated at end of season
24 appearances in Top 14 in 2011/12 and then again in 2012/13 but just 15 in 2013/14 & 9 last season
Joined Bordeaux in 2008 and scored 4 tries in 81 appearances in three seasons in PRO D2
Began his career with Brive and played for the Espoirs but never made an appearance for the first XV
Age Will be 28 this month (DOB 31/01/88)

Gethin JENKINS (04/11/18 – final game of career, v Zebre at Arms Pk) 
Biog 1
MAKING HIS 195th & FINAL APPEARANCE FOR THE BLUES
Biog 2
WON 4 SIX NATIONS TITLES WITH WALES
Biog 3
LED BLUES TO CHALLENGE CUP TITLE IN 2010
Commentary notes
Biog 1 - yet to feature in this campaign after making just 10 appearances in the PRO14 and Europe last season; will now take up a coaching role with the Blues' academy; second only to Taufa'ao Filise in the region's all-time appearance list
Won a record 129 caps for Wales and played for the British & Irish Lions in 2005 and 2009, won the Champions Cup with Toulon in 2013 and the Challenge Cup with the Blues in 2010 and last season, won four Six Nations titles, including three Grand Slams
Scored first EPCR try for four and a half years v Rovigo in Oct 2014 and went on to score a brace
BECAME 2nd WELSHMAN TO WIN BOTH EURO COMPS; WON CHAMPIONS CUP WITH TOULON IN 2013
This season 
Has been battling chronic knee injury 
Last season 
2 PRO14 apps (1 start); OUT WITH FACIAL INJURY FOR A SPELL AS WELL AS KNEE ISSUE
Injured calf in Chal Cup SF v Pau & missed final
Club Career
139 PRO14 games (5 tries) 
97 EPCR games (4 tries) – 60 top tier, 37 in Challenge Cup (4 tries); 69 games for Cardiff (3 tries, 15 pts), 0 in 6 for Toulon, 0 in 6 for Celtic Warriors, 1 in 16 for Pontypridd 
Made 150th appearance for Blues v Leinster in Jan 2015
In his second spell at the Blues after a one-season stay in France with Toulon in 2012/13 – they won the Heineken Cup that season
Captain when Blues beat Toulon 28-21 to win the Amlin Challenge Cup in Marseilles in May 2010 Won EDF Energy Cup with Blues the year before
Only the second Welsh player (along with Rob Howley) to win both Champions Cups.
Started his career at Treorchy, switching to Pontypridd and Celtic Warriors before signing with the Blues in 2003
International Career
Wales’ most-capped player with 129 caps (2002-2016) & 5 for British Lions (2005-09)
4 International tries for Wales
Went past Stephen Jones’ record in game v Scotland in 2014 Six Nations.
One of 6 Wales players to have won 3 Grand Slams (2012, 2008 & 2005) and captained the side when Wales beat England in the Six Nations title decider in 2013, which he described as “the highlight of my career”.
Cracked his cheekbone in the 2nd Test of the 2009 Lions series. Played in all 3 Tests on 2005 NZ tour
Miscellaneous
Nicknamed ‘Melon’ because of his big head (literally not in the metaphorical sense)
Age WILL BE 38 THIS MONTH (DOB 17/11/80)
Matt JESS (07/08/16) ex Exeter, retired Jul 2017
Biog 1
23 TRIES IN 102 PREM GAMES FOR CHIEFS
Biog 2
MADE JUST 4 PREM APPEARANCES LAST SEASON
Commentary Notes
BORN IN COVENTRY
Playing in his first PREM 7s tournament, played in qualifying
12 TRIES IN 51 PREM GAMES AT SANDY PARK
Last Season
Missed his 1st PREM game since Jan 2014 v L Irish (H) in Oct, saw Steenson overtake his club record for PREM apps & Waldrom overtake his club record PREM try tally (23) in Jan
2014/15 Season
Started all 22 PREM rounds (5 tries); agreed new 3-year deal in Dec
Tries v Bath, Glouc & L Welsh
2 tries on final day of last season in 44-16 win v Sale
2013/14
Tries v Gloucester and Harlequins in PREM – 19 apps in total
Try in the Heineken v Cardiff Blues at Sandy Park
Club Career
102 previous PREM games (23 tries) – all for Exeter
Started 2012/13 with a  bang – all his four tries coming in the first three rounds but nothing apart from v L Irish in April 2013 after that
Played EVERY MINUTE of each of Exeter’s regular season games in 2011/12; others appeared in each game for their clubs but no-one else was on the field all of the time (replaced or sin-binned); Alex Goode played more mins for Saracens due to being involved in the play-offs
Signed new two-year contract in Sep 2012
Exeter’s top league try scorer for three straight seasons (2007/08 to 2009/10). Pipped by Tom Johnson to that in 2010/11, but still wound up top in all competitions (8)
Could have joined Northampton in 2008 – was shown around the Saints set-up
Former Cornish Pirates, Dragons (released in 2007 after breaking his leg) and Launceston wing
Miscellaneous
Worked in a pub while playing for Launceston
Age Was 32 in Apr (born in Coventry, brought up in Penzance; DOB 04/04/84)

Tom JOHNSON (12/02/17) EX EXETER, RETIRED 2017
Biog 1
Made 1st PREM app for a year in last round
Biog 2
Only his 9th PREM appearance in 3 seasons
Biog 3
Try in each game v Wasps here in 2011
Commentary Notes
Biogs 1 & 2 – Combination of injuries & the form of others
Biog 3 - Only PREM Try since Sep 2012 was v Sale on Boxing Day 2015
This Season 
Only previous games this term: AW Cup in Nov (try v Blues), Sar (A) & both Champs Cup games in Jan
Last Season 
Was (A) in Dec was 1st PREM start since v Glo in Mar 2014; YC after coming off bench v Har in Nov; try v Cle in Dec & try v Sal (H) on Boxing Day
2014/15
Ruled out for 1st half of campaign with neck injury and the form of Ewers etc has kept him out; All 3 PREM games off the bench for just 53 mins in total
2013/14
Try v Cardiff Blues in the Champions Cup in Oct 2013 
Club Career
80 previous PREM games (66 starts, 10 tries) – all for Exeter (8 of 10 PREM tries scored at Sandy Pk)
29 previous EPCR games (19 starts, 3 tries) – all for Exeter
Ruled out for 4 months after injuring his knee v Leinster at Sandy Park in Jan 2013 – forcing him to miss the 2013 Six Nations
Won the RFU Championship in 2009/10
Exeter’s top PREM try scorer in 2010/11 (6) & also scored a try in the Amlin Cup that season. 6 of the 7 came at Sandy Park, Kingsholm saw the other one. His only try in 2011/12 was again at Sandy Park v Wasps in September 2011
Played at No.8 v Northampton in October 2010, try scorer v Saints at Sandy Park in March 2011
Joined Exeter in 2007 from Coventry
Was a scrum-half in schoolboy rugby
Began his career at Chinnor in South West One playing against the likes of Dings Crusaders and Berry Hill. Also lists Reading as a former club
International Career
8 England caps (1 try) – debut v Rsa (Durban) Jun 2012, last cap v Nzl (Auckland) Jun 2014
Played in 2014 6N (sub in final 2 games v Wal & Ita)
Picked up caps v Fiji (try) and Australia in Nov 2012 before being dropped
Won his first England caps in South Africa in Jun 2012, starting all three Tests
Age Will be 35 in July (born in Dusseldorf, Ger; went to school in Cheltenham; DOB 16/07/82)

Adam JONES (24/02/17) ex Harlequins, appointed Quins player/coach Jun 2017, retired May 2018
Biog 1
Starts 3 consecutive PREM games for just 2nd time
Biog 2
100 caps for Wales & the Lions
Biog 3
Yellow card v old side Ospreys in November
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 - Only other time started 3 in a row was in Oct 2015, at start of Quins career
Will be 36 soon; now older than Jason Leonard when England legend made his last PREM app for Quins
This Season
Effectively played whole game v Nor (H) in Oct at loosehead after early injury to Lambert; penalised 3 times v Bth (A) last week
Last season 
Agreed new Quins deal in Dec; returned from 4 weeks out v Leic (H) in Feb; only games between end of Feb & Chall Cup final were QF v L Irish & SF v Grenoble; 16th EPCR SEASON
2014/15
Left out of Wales’ 34-man squad for the autumn internationals after Warren Gatland expressed concern about his lack of mobility. “It’s apparent front-row forwards need to get around the park.”
2013/14
Dropped for the final match of the Six Nations and hauled off after the first 30 mins of the opening Test v S Africa. Subject of much transfer speculation over the summer before he finally opted to stay in Wales
Club Career
15 previous PREM games (0 tries) – all for Quins
83 previous EPCR games – 66 in Champions Cup, 17 previous in Challenge Cup (2 tries, 3YC) - 0 in 9 for Quins, 0 in 6 for Blues, 2 in 60 Ospreys, 0 in 8 Neath 
147 previous PRO 12 games (2 tries, 1YC) 0 in 8 for Blues, 1 in 129 for Ospreys, 1 in 10 for Neath
58% win record in 11 seasons with Ospreys. Made 195 apps for the Swansea-based region and won 4 Celtic League titles and the EDF Energy Cup during his time there. 
Previously played for Abercrave, Bridgend Ravens, Llandovery & Neath
International Career
100 caps - 95 Wales (2 tries) & 5 Lions (0 tries)
One of only six Welshmen in the post-War era to have won three Grand Slams (2012, 2008, 2005)
Toured twice with the Lions (2013 & 2009) 5 caps
Misses Nov 2012 internationals due to a knee injury
Limped off in RWC 2011 semi-final defeat to France with a calf injury
Missed 2011 Six Nations due to an elbow injury
Warned he would miss the 2011 World Cup if he didn’t keep his weight under control
Miscellaneous
Made patio slabs for a living before turning pro. Weighed 23 stone in his late teens
London Mayor Boris Johnson is a fan: "Adam plays rugby with fire in his belly, steel in his spine and that mad mop of hair on his head," he wrote in his testimonial brochure 
Age Will be 36 next month (born in Abercrave, Wal; DOB 08/03/1981)

Ceri JONES (25/02/13) – ex Worcester, retired 2013
Biog
JOINED WORCESTER FROM HARLEQUINS LAST SEASON
Commentary Notes
Try v Leicester last season, his first for Worcester, nudged him ahead of Craig Dowd as the top try scoring prop in PREM history (14)
Underwent shoulder surgery in October 2011
Record 153 PREM games for Harlequins - Was a model of consistency…Only missed 4 PREM games for Quins from February 2007 to  April 2011
Joined Worcester last season on two-year deal – contract up in the summer, when he will be 36… 
Won both his Wales caps on tour in Australia in 2007
Born in Usk (close to 2010 Ryder Cup venue Celtic Manor and Newport, where Worcester front row team-mate Ed Shervington hails from)
Will be 36 in June

Felix JONES (17/01/15) ex Munster, retired 2015
Biog
TRY IN WIN v ZEBRE LAST WEEK
Biog 2
LED MUNSTER FOR 1st TIME IN SEPTEMBER
Commentary Notes
This Season
Made his 50th Pro12 appearance earlier this season
Captained Munster for the first time in the 21-10 win v Treviso in September 2014
Last Season
1 try in 13 Pro12 appearances
1 try in 8 Heineken Cup appearances
Club Career
22nd EPCR game (2 tries) – all for Munster
56 PRO12 games (7 tries) – all for Munster
Signed a new two-year deal in Feb 2013
Has also had shoulder surgery and another knee surgery in recent years
Made Heineken Cup debut in a quarter-final v Ulster in Apr 2012
Made EPCR debut in Challenge Cup v Brive in Apr 2011
Won Pro12 title in 2010/11 (1 try in 9 games that season)
Made his Munster debut v Glasgow in Sep 2009 but first 18 months there were severely disrupted by first a neck injury and then a knee injury
Moved to rivals Munster in 2009
Played for Leinster at U19, U20 and A level and made one appearance for the first XV v Connacht in Feb 2008
Began at Seapoint RFC
International Career
9 Ireland caps - debut v Scotland in Aug 2011
Suffered a foot injury in his 3rd cap v France and was ruled out of 2011 World Cup
Miscellaneous
He went to the same school as Bono’s daughter, actress Eve Hewson!
Age Was 27 in August (Born in Dublin)

Sam JONES (24/09/16 – broke leg at Eng training camp in Oct) ex Wasps, retired due to injury Mar 29 2018
Biog 1
Try in win at Leicester 2 weeks ago
Biog 2
Led Wasps to victory v Sale in March
Biog 3
Joined Wasps Academy 11 years ago
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 - Win v Sale was 2nd PREM game as skipper, was Wasps’ youngest PREM skipper in 2013
This Season
Try v Leicester (A) in Sep 
Last Season
Cited following a scuffle with Elliott Stooke v L Irish in May but escaped
Man of match in home win v Worcester in Jan; Missed 6 weeks with injury Jan-Mar
2014/15
Only starts v Quins (H) in Champions Cup in Oct, v Exeter (A) & Leicester (A) in Nov & v Bath (A) in Jan; Signed a new contract in May
2013/14
Broke John Hart’s record as Wasps’ youngest PREM skipper when he led them out in Round 1 v Quins (Hart was 22 when he led Wasps in 2004) – Lawrence was 25 when he first did the job in the PREM…Only Sale 20-year-olds James Gaskell (now a team-mate) and Alex Sanderson have been younger PREM captains in the history of the competition; 12 PREM starts, last in March
Club Career
75 previous PREM games (2 tries, 1 YC) – all for Wasps
31 previous EPCR games (2 tries) – all for Wasps
Man of the match in victory v Quins in Feb 2013
Led Wasps twice in the LV in 2012/13 – both defeats; Captained the `A` League side at the age of 19
Scored a try v Bayonne in 2011, on the night of his 20th birthday
Made six straight starts at the end of 2011/12 - Wasps Young Player of the Year that season
Made senior debut off the bench against the Dragons in December 2010 (Champions Cup)
Started 2010/11 with Chinnor in National League 3 South, as a dual registered player, and was then shipped to Blackheath on loan
Joined Wasps Academy in 2005 – brought up in Aylesbury (Wasps fan)
International Career
England U16, 18 & 20 (played in 2011 Junior World Cup final v Piutau’s NZ)
Age Will be 25 in December (born in Aylesbury, Bucks; DOB 15/12/91) – same birthday as Kearnan Myall




Benjamin KAYSER (06/12/19 – BTH v CLE)
RETIRED LAST SUMMER AFTER 8 SEASONS WITH CLERMONT
WON EPCR CHALLENGE CUP WITH CLERMONT LAST MAY
WON PREM WITH LEICESTER IN 2009
Commentary Notes
LOST EACH OF 5 PREVIOUS EPCR FINALS (Stade 2005, Leicester 2009 & Clermont 2013, 2015 & 2017 – all Champions Cup) BEFORE WINNING AT ST JAMES’ PARK IN 2019!!
MISSED JUST 1 OF 56 CHAMPIONS CUP GAMES WITH CLERMONT (Only game missed v Exeter (A) in Dec 2015; Run began in 2011; 1st EPCR TRY FOR 8 YEARS v EXETER IN JANUARY 2017…It was also his 1st ever EPCR try for Clermont in his 45th game!
2018/19
22 Top 14 apps (14 starts, 0 tries)
2017/18
21 Top 14 apps (14 starts, 1 try)
2016/17
20 Top 14 games, 1 try; try v Pau in Mar
2015/16
1st YC of EPCR career v Bordeaux (A) in Jan 
2014/15
Came off the bench in all of France’s 2015 Six Nations matches & played in all 3 autumn internationals
Club Career
96 EPCR games (4 tries, 1YC) – 1T in 61 Cle, 0T in 5 Cas, 0T in 14 Leic, 3T in 16 Sta (2 spells)
232 Top 14 games (15 tries, 4YC) – 8T (4YC) in 138 Cle, 0T in 24 Cas, 7T in 70 Sta (2 spells)
34 EPCR games (1 try, 1YC) – all Leic
Retired in June 2019, last match was the Top 14 final defeat v Toulouse
Signed for Clermont in 2011
One season with Castres (2010/11)
He moved back to Stade Francais in 2009/10 
Played for Leicester Tigers between 2007 and 2009 and won the PREM with them in 2009 – made 34 PREM appearances
Won the Top 14 with Stade in 2007 as they beat Clermont 23-18
Started at Stade Francais (2000-2007)
International Career
37 France caps (2 tries) - debut v Aus in 2008, last cap v Ire (Cardiff) Oct 2015
Came off the bench 4 times at RWC 2015, missed QF defeat to NZ
Scored a try at Twickenham in 55-35 loss in March
First try v Tonga in Nov 2013 and second v England in 2015 Six Nations
Ex-France U19, U21 and A international
Miscellaneous
Victim of a machete attack after leaving a nightclub in summer 2014 along with Rougerie and Pierre
Age Was 35 in July (born in Paris, DOB 26/07/84)


Nick KENNEDY (Guest 31/08/18)
168 PREM games, 156 for L Irish & 12 for Quins
Coached London Irish in the PREM last season
7 caps in the England second row
Notes
Coaching Career 
Appointed L Irish Academy Director in 2014/15 to work alongside Paul Hodgson and Declan Danaher 
Named L Irish DoR in July 2017 by incoming Technical Director Brendan Venter
Guided the Exiles to the Championship title & an immediate return to the PREM in 2016/17
Moved out of direct control in Mar 2018 with appointment of Les Kiss and Declan Kidney & left the club 2 weeks later
Club Playing Career
168 PREM games (4 tries) – 4 in 156 for L Irish, 0 in 12 for Harlequins
53 EPCR games (8 pts, 1 try, 1 DG) - 8 pts, 1 try, 1 DG in 43 for L Irish, 6 for Toulon, 4 for Quins
1 try in 38 Champions Cup games, 1 DG in 15 Challenge Cup games
21 Top 14 games (2 tries) – all for Toulon
Retired from playing after the 2014 PREM semi-final for Harlequins v Saracens 
Joined Harlequins from Toulon in 2013 after Olly Kohn’s retirement left a big hole in Quins’ second row resources (Ali Williams was his replacement at Toulon…); won the Champions Cup in 2013 during his one season in the south of France
Was a stalwart for London Irish – over 200 games - Went a whole year without missing a game (all comps) until being left out for Nov 2011 trip to Leicester. Only failed to start 3 games in 2010/11, and 2 of those were the opening 2 of the campaign – came on as a sub both times
Missed the 2009 PREM final v Leicester due to torn knee ligaments
Was signed by Conor O’Shea for L Irish when he was 19
International Career
Won all his 7 England caps in 2008/09 (1 try) - debut v Pacific Islanders (Nov 2008) – Martin Johnson’s first game as coach – scored his only Test try; last cap v Scotland (H) Mar 2009
Played under Stuart Lancaster on the England Saxons 2009 tour to USA
Miscellaneous
Played schoolboy rugby as a wing
Age Was 36 this month (born in Southampton, DOB 19/08/82)


Olly KOHN (WAS DUE TO BE GUEST 27/02/15)
Won the PREM title with Harlequins in 2012
Retired in 2013 after 101 PREM games for Harlequins
Played for Quins in 2012 PREM semi-final win v Saints
Club Career
101 PREM games (3 tries) – all for Harlequins
30 EPCR games (1 try) – all for Harlequins – 0 in 16 (1YC) Champions Cup, 1 in 14 Challenege Cup
Jim Evans and George Robson are the only other Quins second rows to reach a ton of PREM games
Won PREM in 2012
Injured bicep v Connacht at The Stoop in Nov 2011 (required an op)
Tries in consecutive games in Oct 2011, his first in the PREM for four years - scored 0 after that
Won EPCR Challenege Cup in 2011
Joined Harlequins from Bristol in 2006 (didn’t play in the PREM for Bristol)
Missed whole of 2009/10, benefitted in 2010/11 from the now departed James Percival’s misfortune 
International Career
1 Wales cap - as a sub for seven minutes v Ireland in 2013 Six Nations opener, after being called up when it was discovered he had a Welsh grandparent…has a 6N winners medal
Tore his hamstring during training for the France game, ruled out for eight weeks – end of career
Miscellaneous
Became a father in September 2010; Runs a catering business with his brother
Age Was 33 in March

Vito KOLELISHVILI (14/01/17) ex Clermont
Biog 1
YELLOW CARD IN LAST WEEK’S WIN v TOULON 
Biog 2
11 CAREER YCs & ONE RED
Biog 3
39 CAPS FOR GEORGIA
Commentary Notes
Only appearance in Europe - start v Ulster in Rd 4
5 Top 14 games, 3 starts
Last Season
7 Top 14 appearances (4 starts)
5 EPCR appearances, 2 YCs
Club Career
6 previous EPCR games, 0 tries, 2 YCs
27 previous Top 14 games, 0 tries, 2 YCs
Missed second half of 2014/15 season with ACL injury but recovered in time for the World Cup
Went out on loan to Lyon in PRO D2 in 2013/14, scoring 5 tries in 19 games
Played for Lelo Tbilisi (now Lelo Saracens) in Georgia until 2011, when he signed for Clermont
International Career
39 Georgia Caps (20 pts, 4 tries) - debut v Ita A, Bucharest, Jun 2008. Last cap: v Scot (a) Nov 2016
4 appearances at RWC 2015 & 2 at RWC 2011
Worst disciplinary record in Geo history with 6 yellows & 1 red
Try in 36-10 win v Rus in Feb 2014 in RWC 2015 Qualifier
Has started in 27 of his 36 Tests
Has been yellow-carded 6 times already – 1 more would equal Marco Bortolami’s world record
Age Was 27 in October (09/10/89, Born in Tbilisi, Geo)



Werner KRUGER (03/10/20) ex Scarlets, retired Jun 2021
Biog 1
CO-CAPTAIN IN 2019/20 SEASON
Biog 2
PRO12 WINNER WITH SCARLETS IN 2017
Biog 3
4 SOUTH AFRICA CAPS, LAST v ENGLAND IN 2012
Commentary Notes
REACHED A CENTURY OF APPS FOR SCARLETS TOWARDS THE END OF LAST SEASON
First time as captain last season was v Kings in Oct (one of 4 co-capts)
Last Season
13 PRO14 apps (4 starts); Yellow Card v Ospreys on Boxing Day
5 ECC apps (2 starts)
2018/19
Try v Uls (H) Nov; signed a new deal in Apr 2019
2017/18
Try v Edi (H) in Sep; try v Skg (A) in Nov; try v Lein in PRO14 final
2016/17
10 Currie Cup apps & 6 in Super Rugby, mainly from the bench
Club Career
81 previous PRO14 APPS (40 starts, 7 tries)
18 previous Champions Cup apps (0 tries)
5 previous Challenge Cup apps (0 tries)
Became first player to play 100 Super Rugby games for Bulls as well as 100 Currie Cup games for Blue Bulls in Aug 2015!
Signed a 3-year deal with Scarlets in 2016, won PRO12 in first season
Came through ranks at Blue Bulls & made his debut in 2008
International Career
4 South Africa caps (0 tries) - debut v Australia in Jul 2011, last cap v England in Jun 2012 
Former Emerging Springboks international as well
Age Will be 36 in January (born in Kempton Park, Rsa; DOB 23/01/85)








Virgil LACOMBE (19/01/19) ex Lyon, retired Jul 2019
Biog 1
4 CHAMPIONS CUP APPEARANCES AND 1 TRY BEFORE TODAYS MATCH
Biog 2
3-TIME TOP 14 WINNER WITH TOULOUSE & RACING
Biog 3
TRY IN WIN v PAU LAST MONTH IN TOP14
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – That was his 1st appearance for 6 weeks 
TRY IN DEFEAT AT SARACENS IN ROUND 2
PLAYED IN EUROPE FOR 5 DIFFERENT CLUBS
TOP 14 WINNER WITH TOULOUSE IN 2008 & 2011
This Season
8 Top 14 games (1 start)
Last Season
22 Top 14 apps (3 starts); 5 Chal Cup apps (4 starts, try v Sale (A) in Jan)
Club Career
61 previous EPCR games (9 tries, 1 YC) – 2 in 9 for Lyon, 0 in 18 for Racing, 1 in 4 for Brive, 2 in 27 for Toulouse, 4T & 1YC in 3 for Petrarca Padova
245 previous Top 14 games (17 tries) – 0 in 30 for Lyon, 7 in 88 for Racing, 2 in 16 for Brive, 8 in 111 for Toulouse
Signed for Lyon in 2017
50th EPCR APPEARANCE v LEIC IN OCT 2016 
Won Top 14 with Racing in 2016
Joined Racing in 2013
Played for the Southern Kings in Super Rugby in 2013
Spent some time back at Toulouse in 2012 acting as a medical joker 
Moved to Brive in 2011/12 and scored two tries in 16 appearances in Top 14
Made 131 appearances for Toulouse between 2000 and 2011, winning the Top 14 in 2008 and 2011 and the Champions Cup in 2005 and 2010
Began his career at Nimes 
International Career
Ex-France U19 & U21
Age Was 34 in July (born in Brou-sur-Chantereine, DOB 07/07/84)

THIBAULT LACROIX (23/10/14) ex Bordeaux, joined Bayonne 2015
Biog 1
WON TOP 14 WITH STADE FRANCAIS IN 2007
Biog 2
RULED OUT FOR 4 MONTHS LAST SEASON
Commentary Notes
Last Seaosn
Came back in December after suffering a hamstring injury in August 
Club Career
Joined Bordeaux in 2013
Signed for Bayonne in 2008 and made over 90 appearances for the club
Moved to Albi in 2007
Joined Stade Francais in 2005
Began his career with Beziers but moved to Biarritz in 2003
International Career
2 France caps, both v Australia in the summer of 2008
Former France U18, U19, U21 and `A` international
Age Will be 30 in May (DOB 14/05/85, Born in Niort)





Ryan LAMB (10/12/17) ex La Rochelle, joined Scarlets Jul 2019, retired 2020
Biog 1
50th EPCR APPEARANCE
Biog 2
32 POINTS IN 4 GAMES THIS SEASON
Biog 3
SLOTTED 14 OF 17 KICKS THIS SEASON (82%)
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – 41 in top tier & 8 in Challenge Cup
14 pts in win v Quins in Rd 1
102 POINTS IN 14 PREM GAMES v WASPS
WITH HIS 6th PROFESSIONAL CLUB
Lamb, Andy Goode and Shane Drahm are the only men to have scored 200 PREM points for three different clubs – Lamb got 373 in 58 games for Gloucester, 300 in 34 for London Irish and 244 in 37 for Saints, nowhere near for Leicester…
This Season
2 Top 14 apps (16 pts); 2 Champs Cup apps (16 pts)
Club Career
49 previous EPCR games (350 points, 5 tries) 
2 previous Top 14 games (16 points, 0 tries) 
164 previous PREM games (1,020 points, 13 tries) - 88 (1T) in 30 for Worc, 15 in 4 for Leic, 244 in 37 for Nton, 300 in 34 for L Irish, 373 in 58 for Glouc
Joined La Rochelle in 2017
Gloucester (2004-09), L Irish (2009-11), Nton (2011-13), Leic (2013-14), Worc (2014-17)
Kicked goal that beat Bristol in 2015 play-off 
Lost to Tigers in two PREM finals…Try for Lamb but a disastrous day for Gloucester in 2007 , thrashed out of sight by Tigers, and then there was May 2013 for Saints
18 points in 2012 semi-final defeat v Quins for Saints but didn’t get on the field at Allianz Park in 2013 semi-final; played in two PREM semis for Gloucester (W1, L1)
Drop goals in four straight games in November 2012
Came off the bench to kick match-winning penalty v old club Gloucester in 2011/12 opener (his PREM debut for Saints); made his first start for Saints v another of his old clubs (L Irish)
International Career
Ex-England U21 international - 2006 
Miscellaneous
Reportedly involved in fracas at end of 2009/10 season party with Chelsea fans…fined a year earlier for assaulting a fan who said he should be in the England team
Age Was 31 in May (DOB 18/05/86, same birthday as Manu Tuilagi, who is five years his junior)





Mark LAMBERT (08/03/20 – final app of career), ex-Quins, retired Jun 2020 to become full-time chairman of the Rugby Players Association (RPA) and an ambassador for the Harlequins Foundation
Biog 1
170th PREM appearance, 5th on Quins all-time list
Biog 2
Only 3rd PREM start in 18 months
Biog 3
Made Harlequins debut in 2004
Commentary Notes
Made 250th First Team appearance (according to Quins) last week
Biog 1 –Easter (184) & Robshaw (206th today) only forwards to have played more for the club, Only Wigglesworth (104) made more apps from bench in PREM history than Lambert (96)
Life-long Harlequins fan, went to School in Guildford (where Quins train now) and developed through the Academy – has “French Grey and Magenta” in his blood!
This Season
1st PREM start for 14 mths in Nov v Nor (A)
2017/18
Only PREM starts v Leic (H) in Sep, Wor (A) in Oct & 150th PREM game v Exe (A) in Nov
2016/17
6 PREM starts; Missed Rds 1 & 2, started v Was (A) & Nor (H) in Oct; out from early Dec until late Feb
2015/16
Try v Calvisano (A) in Dec; started 9 games in a row (Jan-Mar); signed new contract
2014/15
Late withdrawal at Leicester due to injury, first start for 6 months v Wasps in Champs Cup in Oct
Made 100th PREM app v Bath in Nov; 1st career EPCR try in Jan v Castres; signed new deal until 2017
2013/14
Started 4 games during Six Nations; Yellow card at Worcester in Sep; only PREM starts before Feb run of 4 in a row were v Sale & Leicester in late Oct/early Nov; started v Leicester in Apr
Club Career 
169 previous PREM games (73 sts, 1 try, 2YC) - all Har – dubious distinction of coming on as a repl more times than any Har player in PREM history (96)
43 previous EPCR games (2 tries) – all Har
Scored first try of his Quins career v Sale in the PREM in Oct 2011
Made his debut in Oct 2004 as a teenager
Made seven starts in a row to cover Joe Marler’s pre-Xmas absences with England & injury 
International Career
Played for England Saxons in 2009 Churchill Cup & England U20 in 2006 Junior World Cup 
Miscellaneous
Named RPA chairman in Nov 2017
Had severe illness & injuries early in his career…Was diagnosed with a split artery in his brain in 2005 and was told he had to retire (credits Dean Richards with helping him to realise that he could play on) & suffered two dislocated knee caps in 2006 & 2007; Became a father in Nov 2016
Age Was 35 last month (born in London, DOB 19/02/85)


Gregory LAMBOLEY (31/03/18) ex la Rochelle, retired May 2018
Biog 1
54th EPCR APPEARANCE AS A REPLACEMENT
Biog 2
JOINED LAST YEAR AFTER 16 SEASONS WITH TOULOUSE
Biog 3
WON CHAMPIONS CUP IN 2002/03 WITH TOULOUSE
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 - 53 of previous 82 EPCR games as a sub!
Biog 3 – Debut season in Europe! But didn’t play in the final that year or any of the other 2 seasons when Toulouse lifted the pot, but did when they lost to Munster
This Season
1st try for Lar in Dec v Age
Last Season (for Toulouse) 
17 Top 14 games & 3 Champs Cup apps
2015/16 (for Toulouse)
24 Top 14 apps (11 starts) – tries v La Rochelle in Oct & Pau in Jan; YCs v Pau in Sep & Oyonnax 
5 apps in Europe (2 starts)
2014/15 (for Toulouse)
16 Top 14 apps, just 7 starts
3 replacement apps in Europe 
2013/14 (for Toulouse)
Try v Zebre in Oct in H Cup
11 Top 14 apps, try v Biarritz in Sep
Club Career
82 previous EPCR games (28 starts, 4 tries) – 0 in 3 for Lar, 4 in 79 (2YC) for Tls 
307 Top 14 appearances (22 tries) – 1 in 12 for Lar, 21 in 295 for Tls
Back row/second row
Won 3 Champions Cups with Toulouse but he has not appeared in any of the finals
Played for Massy with Romain Millo-Chluski before joining Toulouse in 2000
International Career
14 France caps - debut v Scotland in 2005 Six Nations, last cap in June 2010 v Argentina
Also played for France at U19, U21 and A levels
Age WAS 36 IN JANUARY (born in Paris, DOB 12/01/82)

Remi LAMERAT (09/04/22) ex Bordeaux, retired Jun 2023
Biog 1
FIRST EPCR APP THIS SEASON 
Biog 2
PLAYED FOR FOUR SIDES IN THE TOP 14 
Biog 3
18 CAPS FOR FRANCE 
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 –Toulouse, Castres, Clermont, Bordeaux 
Club Career 
170 prev Top 14 apps (142 starts, 23 tries) 
29 prev Champions Cup apps (28 starts, 4 tries) – 4 games, 4 starts for Bord
10 prev Chall Cup apps (5 starts, 1 try) – 2 in 6 for Cast, 1 in 2 for Cler, 2 in 2 for Bord
Joined Bordeaux-Begles in 2019
Joined Clermont in 2016/17
Spent 5 season with Castres – started 23 of 24 games in Top 14 in 2013/14 season
Moved to Castres after three seasons
Began career with Toulouse in 2008/09 season 
International Career 
18 France caps – last v New Zealand in 2018 
Started 5/5 in 2017 Six Nations campaign – try v Wales 
Debut v Australia in 2014 
Age Turned 32 in Jan (DOB 14/01/90)

Scott LAVALLA (01/09/15) ex Stade Francais
Age: 27 	DoB: 04/07/88, Olympia, Washington State (Usa)
Ht: 1.93m (6ft 4ins)  Wt: 107kg (16st 11lbs)
International Career
33 Usa Caps (5 pts, 1 try) - debut v Russia, Glendale, Jun 2010
- Appeared in all 4 games in 2015 Pacific Nations Cup
- Only Test try v Canada in Jun 2012
- Played in final World Cup qualifier v Uruguay in Mar 2014
- Started 6 of his first 8 Tests in the Second Row
World Cup Record
3 appearances (0 pts) in 2011. W1 L2
Club Career
- Won Top 14 title with Stade last season (20 appearances but didn’t play in the final) & signed a contract extension
- Joined Stade Francais in 2011 (after World Cup)
- First foray into EPCR rugby was for Dublin University in 2010/11 (captain)










Rory LAWSON (25/02/12) ex Gloucester, joined Newcastle 2012, retired 2013
Biog 1
GRANDSON OF THE LATE BILL McLAREN
Biog 2
MADE 150th APPEARANCE FOR GLOUCESTER LAST WEEK
Commentary Notes
His father is former Scotland scrum-half Alan Lawson (scored two tries in 1976 Calcutta Cup win at Murrayfield) and cousin is current Edinburgh full-back Jim Thompson
Topsy-turvy 2011 Six Nations…Came on as a sub for Scotland v Ireland, having been dropped after the Wales defeat in round 2, and then regained his place.
The summer 2010 Tests in Argentina were his first starts for Scotland in two years
Led Scotland against Georgia and Argentina in the 2011 World Cup – his only appearances – but has slipped down the pecking order again - Led Scotland A in 35-0 thumping of England Saxons earlier this month
Currently level on 30 caps each with Gloucester team-mate Scott Lawson…Scott is on the bench v Wales on Sunday
Joined Gloucester from Edinburgh in 2006
Signed a new two-year deal in January 2010…the SRU are said to be interested in bringing back to Scotland; Will be 31 next month

Scott LAWSON (05/05/18, final game of career) ex Newcastle, retired May 2018
Biog 1
3 tries across the last 3 games 
Biog 2
Only 3rd PREM start since November
Biog 3
Won 1st Scotland cap for 3 years in February
Commentary Notes
This Season
Called up by Sco, won 1st cap for 3 yrs v Wal (A); Sal (H) in Apr 1st PREM start since Nov; 2T v Glo (A) in Chall Cup SF in Apr
Last Season
2 tries v Gre (H) in Chall Cup in Oct; try & made 19 tackles v Exeter in Nov (2nd on that week’s list); 
2015/16
Signed new 2-yr deal in Oct, try v Quins (H) in Jan; Appeared in all bar 2 PREM games
2014/15
Only PREM games missed v Sale (H) in Nov & Wasps (H) – started 17 of the other 20 – tries v Leicester in March & Harlequins in May; 100th PREM game
Club Career
168 prev PREM games (114sts 10T 4YC) - 6 in 86 New, 0 in 18 (10sts) Lir, 4 in 59 (40sts) Glo, 0 in 4 (1sts) Sal
61 prev Euro games (7T 1 YC) - 5T 1YC in 14 New, 0T in 3 Lir, 1T in 22 Glo, 0T in 4 Sal, 1T in 18 Gla
Joined Newcastle in 2013 after one campaign with L Irish
Started the first four games for L Irish in 2012/13, but then only made one start until a run of four in a row in Feb/Mar 2013
Left Gloucester in 2012 - His last game was the humbling at the Madejski on the final day of 2011/12
Man of the Match v L Irish at Kingsholm in 2010/11
Sin-binned v Bath at The Rec in Dec 2009 for a late tackle
Also ex-Glasgow & Sale
International career
47 Scotland caps (2 tries) - debut v Rom (Bucharest) Jun 2005 – 2T; last cap v Wal (A) Feb 2018
Played throughout the 2014 6N
Sub v Ireland, Wales, England and Italy in the 2011 Six Nations – but only made a sub appearance v Romania in the 2011 World Cup; Scored a try in the 2007 World Cup…against Portugal
Age Will be 37 in September (born in Lanark, Sco; DOB 28/09/81)

Dan LEAVY (30/03/19) ex Leinster, final match of career (knee inj) retired Apr 2022
Biog 1
MADE 1st APPEARANCE FOR 3 MONTHS LAST WEEK
Biog 2
MAN OF THE MATCH v SARACENS IN 2018 QUARTER-FINAL
Biog 2
YET TO LOSE A TEST WITH IRELAND (WON 11)
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 - AFTER CALF INJURY
TRY IN WIN AT SOUTHERN KINGS THIS SEASON
TRY FOR IRELAND v WALES IN FEBRUARY 2018
MADE 1st CHAMPIONS CUP APPEARANCE OF THE SEASON LAST WEEK
Last Season
Try v Mun (A) in Dec, MoM v Sar (Aviva) Cmps Cup QF
2016/17
YC (v Edinburgh); 1st Euro start in Dec v Exe (A) 1st Euro try in Jan v Cas (A)
2015/16
2 tries in 10 PRO12 games, 1 YC
Club Career
15 previous Champions Cup games (3 tries) – all Lein
0 previous Challenge Cup games 
47 previous PRO12/14 games (11 tries) – all Lein
International Career
11 Ireland caps (6 starts, 3 tries) – debut v Can (H) Nov 2016, Last cap v Arg (H) Nov 2018
YET TO LOSE A TEST (W11)
1st 6N try in Rd 3 v Wal
MADE 1st SIX NATIONS START v ITALY IN RD 2
Competed at 2015 Tbilisi Cup for Emerging Ireland
2013 Junior World Cup with Ire U20s
Age: Will be 25 in May (born in Dublin, DOB: 23/05/94)

FELIX LE BOURHIS (08/01/16) ex Bordeaux, joined Bayonne Jul 2016
Biog 1
TRY IN 19-16 LOSS AT OSPREYS LAST MONTH
Biog 2
WON HIS ONLY FRANCE CAP v AUSTRALIA IN JUNE 2014
Commentary Notes 
Has played in all 12 rounds of Top 14 this season (9 starts)
This is just his 2nd EPCR game of the season
Club Career
Centre
3 tries in 13 Top 14 games in 2014/15 (tries v Brive, Oyonnax & Grenoble)
Joined Bordeaux in 2011 and has made almost 100 appearances for the club
Began his pro career with Montauban but moved to Carcassonne in 2010 after a couple of seasons
International Career
1 France cap – debut as starter v Australia in Brisbane in June 2014
Age Will be 28 in April (DOB 07/04/88, Born in Pithiviers – twinned with Ashby-de-la-Zouch!)

Alex LEWINGTON (31/05/24) final game of career, ex Saracens, retired Jun 2024
Biog 1 
9 TRIES ACROSS HIS LAST 10 PREM GAMES 
Biog 2 
2 TRIES IN DEFEAT V NORTHAMPTON HERE IN MARCH
Biog 3 
1ST PREM SEMI-FINAL
Commentary Notes
DUE TO RETIRE AT THE END OF THIS SEASON 
NOW 12th ON ALL -TIME PREM TRY LIST (64), 2 BEHIND TOM VOYCE
This Season
9 PREM tries (4th after R18)
Last Season
Try v New (A)  & Bth (H) in consec games Oct, try v Edi (H) Dec, 23 PREM clean breaks (2nd)
2021/22
Try v Nor May
2020/21
8 tries in the Championship 
2019/20
4 PREM tries (7 in all comps) 
2018/19
9 PREM tries, 11 in all comps; 1st Cmps Cup SF (repl)
2017/18 (for L Irish)
8 PREM tries; Try v Exe (A) & Nor (H) Sep; try v Leic (H) Oct, try v  Was (H) Nov; try v Wor (A) Dec; try v Leic (A) Jan; 2T v Nor (A) Feb
2016/17 (for L Irish)
8 tries across final 6 games in Champs,, Out 8 mths (knee) Inj during Saxons tour of RSA in Jun 2016
2015/16 (for L Irish)
Try v Edi (H) Dec, try in 4 str PREM games v Glo (also YC), New, Bth & Sar
2014/15 (for L Irish)
3T v Sar (H) Sep on 23rd b’day; try & PoM v Gre (A) in Oct; 3T v Lwe Feb; 2nd half repl for Eng v Bbs
2013/14 (for L Irish)
Try v Har (PREM), Pra & Lus (Chall Cup), New (AW) & Sta (Chall Cup), 7 starts at FB & 5 on  wing
Club Career
158 previous PREM games (133 sts, 64 tries, 5YC) – 37 in 84 (4YC) Sar, 27 in 74 (63 sts, 1YC) Lir
23 previous Champions Cup games (13 sts, 5 tries) – all Sar
21 previous Challenge Cup games (19 sts, 10 tries) – 2 in 3 Sar, 8 in 18 (16 sts) Lir
Signed for Saracens in 2018
PREM debut: L Irish v Exeter, Sep 2013
Joined L Irish in 2013 along with Jimmy Stevens and Jonny Harris – all from Leicester on 3-year deals 
Dual registered with Nottingham in Championship in 2011/12 and 2012/13
Ex-Leicester academy - didn’t play in the PREM for Tigers – won the A League with them in 2010/11
International Career
Uncapped (Played for England v Barbarians (non-cap) in May 2015 & Saxons tour to RSA Jun 2016
Ex-England U16 & U18
Age Will be 33 in September (born in Nottingham; DOB 20/09/91)


Eifion LEWIS-ROBERTS (22/10/16 Sal v Tln – penultimate app, final EPCR app) ex Sale, retired Sep 1 2017, failed to recover from knee injury sustained v Bristol 29/10/16)
Biog 1
PLAYED IN 2011/12 CHALLENGE CUP FOR TOULON
Biog 2
11TH SEASON WITH THE SHARKS
Biog 3
WON THE PREM WITH SALE IN 2006
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Scored a try that season, v Newcastle…team-mates included Bastareaud, Wilkinson & Hayman! Played in 2011/12 Challenge Cup final (lost to Biarritz)
This Season
Played in every PREM game (started all apart from Leic, H, in Oct), missed Champs Cup opener v Scarlets
Last Season
Missed 1st 6 weeks; MADE 100TH PREM START IN MARCH (5th most PREM apps for Sale – broke Stuart Turner’s record for PREM games for Sharks in front row v Bath in April)
2014/15
15 starts and 7 repl apps in PREM; Try v Northampton in Jan was first in PREM since Oct 2009
2013/14
Made 100th PREM appearance
Club Career
156 previous PREM games (108 starts, 4 tries) – all for Sale
47 previous EPCR games (4 tries) – 3 in 39 for Sale, 1 in 8 for Toulon
Re-Joined Sale on a three-year deal after two seasons in the Top 14 under former Sale mentor Philippe Saint-Andre
Reported to have tested positive for morphine and pseudophedrine after Toulon’s 2012 Top 14 final defeat by Toulouse….
Did not play in the 2006 PREM final in first spell with Sale, made three appearances as he was finding his way at the club; Made 76 PREM appearances in his first stint at the club
Originally joined Sharks in 2005 from amateur rugby in Wales 
International Career
1 Wales cap (0 tries) - v Canada in 2008
Miscellaneous
Nickname: 'The Fridge', the 20 stone+ Roberts is seen as Sale’s answer to famous  Chicago Bears defensive lineman William `The Refrigerator` Perry and was a bit of folk hero among Sale diehards
Comes from North Wales – St Asaph, where Ian Rush hails from
Age  Will be 36 in February (born in St Asaph, Wal; DOB 13/02/81; Sale coach Dan Braid – same birthday, same age!)



Tom LINDSAY (18/11/18) ex Bristol, retired Jun 2020
Biog 1
1st PREM game for Bristol, 93rd of career
Biog 2
Also played in PREM for Wasps & Gloucester
Commentary Notes
Contract up June 2020
Spent 11 years at Wasps after joining as a youngster
Last Season (for Bedford)
2 tries in 19 Championship apps 
2014/15 (for Wasps)
3 PREM starts, v Quins in Sep, Sarries in March & L Irish in May - try v Exeter (A) in Dec
2013/14  (for Wasps)
Appeared in 19 PREM games; Regular starter in the Amlin; 0 PREM starts from Sep-Feb; 0 tries
Club Career
92 previous PREM games (36 starts, 2 tries) - 0 in 6 (0 sts) for Glo, 2 in 86 (36 sts) for Was
Recruited by Bristol in 2018
Joined Bedford in Jul 2017
Joined Saracens on short-term deal in Feb 2017
Joined Gloucester in 2015
In and out - Appeared in 21 of 22 PREM games in 2012/13
Back down the list initially in 2011/12 due to Steve Thompson’s arrival, but bounced back up after the former England hooker retired, then down again when Rhys Thomas was around
1st PREM try v Saracens in Feb 2012
Try scorer v Quins in 2011 Chall Cup Q-Final
Down the pecking order early in 2010/11 but moved above the now departed Joe Ward and benefitted from Rob Webber’s injury
Made PREM debut in Sep 2009
Came through the youth ranks at Wasps and made his first XV debut in 2008
International Career
Was called up to England Saxons squad for 2010 Churchill Cup
Age 31 TODAY (born in Swindon, DOB 18/11/87)



Angus LLOYD (23/11/19) ex Connacht, retired Jul 2020
Biog 1
1st APPEARANCE THIS SEASON
Biog 2
JUST 2 APPEARANCES FOR CONNACHT LAST SEASON
Commentary Notes
1 previous Champions Cup app for Munster…also v TOLOUSE IN QF in Apr 2017!
Last Season
2 PRO14 games (0 starts, 0 tries) 
Club Career
8 PRO14 games (2 starts, 1 try) 
Joined Connacht in 2018
Ex-Munster & Ulster
Used to play for Clontarf
International Career
Ex-Ireland Club XV 
Age Was 27 in Oct (born in Dun Laoghaire, Ireland; 02/10/92)

Sam LOCKWOOD (30/05/21) ex Newcastle, final game of Pro rugby, retired Jun 2021
Biog 1
Missed most of 2016/17 (achilles injury)
Biog 2
1st appearance this season
Commentator’s notes:
Contract up next month… 
2018/19 
Start at t/head v Edi (A) Dec
2017/18
Came back from 13 mths out in Dec
2016/17
Ruptured achilles v Exe in Nov – out for season
2015/16
Named in Championship Dream Team 
2014/15
Named in Championship Dream Team
Club Career
29 previous PREM games (18 starts, 0 tries) – all New
2 previous Champions Cup games (0 tries) – all New
8 previous Challenge Cup games (0 tries) – all New
13 PREM apps last season 
Debut season in 2016/17 cut short by an Achilles injury
Made EPCR debut in 2016/17 Challenge Cup – scratch team lost 45-0 to Ospreys 
Joined Jersey during 2013/14 season
Suffered medial knee ligament damage and broken hand in 2012/13 season
Started pro career at Leeds Carnegie after studying in the City, debut in 2011
International Career
Uncapped
Ex-England Students
Miscellaneous
Newcastle RPA club Rep (elected Feb 2019)
Before becoming a pro at Leeds, he was a fire-fighter in Suffolk
Played a bit of RL with Featherstone academy
Age: Was 33 last month (born in Dewsbury, Yorks; DOB 08/04/88)





Andy LONG (22/04/12) – ex Northampton
Biog 1
199th PREM APPEARANCE
Biog 2
ENGLAND DEBUT v AUSTRALIA IN NOVEMBER 1997
Commentary Notes
Only 17 men have played 200 PREM games, and just three of them are hookers - George Chuter, Chris Fortey and Mark Regan
Try scorer in win at old club Bath last month; That try at The Rec was his first in the PREM for nearly four years!
His England debut was as a 20yo in a 15-15 draw (Woodward’s 1st match in charge). He had only played two hours of PREM rugby at the time. He only won one more cap.
Joined Saints in 2009; had not started a PREM game for Saints until this season but injuries to Sharman and Haywood plus Hartley’s alleged misdemeanours mean this is his 8th (his most since his final campaign for Newcastle four seasons ago)
Holds an unwanted record, but a record none the less…..Has made more substitute appearances than anyone in PREM history (95). This is his 104th start.
Ex-Bath, Rotherham & Newcastle 
Had intended to move to Cambridge this season
Played alongside Dave Hilton and Victor Ubogu in his debut in 1997
Will be 35 in September (born in Poole, Dorset)

Francois LOUW (01/03/20 - Capt) – ex bath, penultimate match of career, retired Jun 2020
Biog 1
Replacement for South Africa in World Cup final
Biog 2
Try in win at Worcester 2 weeks ago 
Biog 3
9th season with Bath, new deal last March
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 - ENDED TEST CAREER BY…WINNING THE WORLD CUP!
ONLY 4 PREM STARTS AT No.8
PREM capt record: PL42 W23 L18 D1; today means only Hooper (68) led Bath more in PREM
Biog 3 – Injuries & Test calls have meant “ONLY” 98th PREM GAME IN 9 SEASONS
Last Season
Start v Sar (A) R5; try & YC v Was (A, Cmps Cup) Oct
2017/18
Try v Sar (H) in Sep; MoM v Tln (H) in Dec; out for 3 mths (Dec-Mar, knee)
2016/17
Only 10 PREM starts; H’string v Nzl (Durban) in Oct – out until mid-Dec; banned for 2 wks in Feb/Mar
2015/16
3rd RWC 2015; Leic Nov 50th for Bth, new deal until 2019; YC v New Mar; Led wins in 3 away games
2014/15
Pinched nerve in neck playing for SA v NZ in Sep (surgery) – returned v Mon in Champs Cup in Dec; MoM v Glo in Dec; led Bath to wins v New in Apr, Har & Glo in May; 1st PREM Final
2013/14
Jul only mth of 2013 didn’t play; try v New & capt v Sar Feb (lost); ankle inj v Lir Mar; Chall Cup final 
Club Career
97 previous PREM games (95 starts – 3 at N8, 11 tries, 2 YC) – all Bth
23 previous Champions Cup games (4 tries, 1YC) – all Bth
12 previous Challenge Cup games (0 tries, 1YC) – all Bth
Turned down an offer from W Province to sign a contract extension with Bath in Aug 2013
Captaincy victories in 2012/13 included the epic win v Leicester in Apr 2013
Sent off (rescinded) v Leicester in Dec 2012
The EPCR double header v Leinster in Dec 2011 were his first leadership duties…tough start;
Try on Bath debut v Worcester (Oct 2011 AW Cup), off mark in PREM v Saints (A) on Xmas Eve 2011
Joined Bath in 2011, replacing his former WP skipper Luke Watson
Played in 2010 Super Rugby final for Stormers v Bulls (lost); Over 60 Western Province apps
International Career 
76 S Africa caps (58 sts, 9 tries) - debut v Wal (A) Jun 2010; last cap v Eng (Yokohama) Nov 2019
Played all 320 mins in Pool stage of 2015 RWC, 3 tries (jt-highest tries for forward, with Nick Easter)
Out injured Sep-Dec 2014 after suffering pinched nerve in neck in Rsa v Nzl
Scored 2 tries in his first 3 internationals, v Fra & Ita
Miscellaneous
Grandson of former Springbok lock Jan Pickard
Age Will be 35 in June (born in Cape Town, SA; DOB 15/06/85)

Moray LOW (30/11/18) ex Exeter, retired Jun 2019
Biog 1
Made 1st PREM start for a year this month
Biog 2
Try in win at Bristol a fortnight ago
Biog 3
37 Scotland caps, last in November 2016
Commentary Notes
TURNED 34 ON WEDNESDAY 
Biog 1 – Last PREM START was v Quins at Sandy Park on November 19 2017
Biog 2 – Tonight 3rd PREM app this season; just 4 PREM apps last season & 2 in 2016/17 
Biog 3 - Played in all 3 November Tests for Sco in 2016
This Season
Try v Bri (A) in 1st PREM start for a year in Nov
Last Season
Try v Sar (A) Nov, YC & try v  Sar (H) AW Feb; started AW Final v Bth
Club Career
38 previous PREM games (4 tries) – all Exe
50 previous EPCR games (1 try) –  1 in 16 Exe, 0 in 34 Gla
Agreed a two year deal with Exeter Chiefs in Feb 2014
Signed for Glasgow Warriors in 2006
Played 150 times for Glasgow in all comps
International Career
37 Scotland caps (0 tries) - debut v Fra, Paris, Feb 2009, last cap v Geo (Kilmarnock) Nov 2016
1st cap for almost 2 years in Feb 2016 v Italy (repl), also a repl v Fra & Ire in 2016 6N
1st Test start v Fiji in Nov 2009
Had trained with Scotland prior to the 2008 Six Nations and was named in 2008 tour squad but had to pull out injured
Age WAS 34 ON WEDNESDAY (born in the village of Torphins, west of Aberdeen, Sco; DOB 28/11/84)




George LOWE (13/05/16) – ex Quins, summer hip op, retired Aug 2017
Biog 1
PLAYED IN 2011 CHALLENGE CUP FINAL WIN
Biog 2
MISSED EXETER GAME LAST SATURDAY
Biog 3
YELLOW CARD v WORCESTER IN JANUARY
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 - Started 19-18 final win v Stade Francais in 2011 alongside Jordan Turner-Hall 
Biog 2 – Out with concussion
This Season
Try v Wasps (H) in Oct; agreed new deal in Dec; YC v Worcester (A) in Jan; ruled out in Feb & early Mar; try in Chall Cup SF v Grenoble; 17th app of season today in all comps (all starts) – 4th in Chall Cup
Last Season
Last try for Quins before scoring v Saints in Dec was v Connacht in Jan 2013 at The Stoop; made 1st appearance for 3 months v Sale (A) in Apr
2013/14
Man of the match v Wasps in Round 1; injured v Saracens in Rd 4 – ruled out for season
Club Career 
99 previous PREM games (88 starts, 20 tries) – all for Quins
26 previous EPCR games (23 starts, 7 tries) – all for Quins
Signed a new contract in summer of 2013 – made 100th appearance for the club in Apr 2013
Picked six times on the wing in the PREM in 2010, but has been at centre since scoring a try v Saracens at Watford in December 2010 apart from last season’s opener v Wasps
Quins’ top try scorer in all matches in 2011/12 (10)
Tries in consecutive matches against Saints and Sale in September 2010
Ex-Quins Academy. Played `A` League games for Quins while still at school
Injury woes
Out for 3 months in 2014/15 & 6 weeks in 2015/16
Neck injury in Sep 2013 – out for a year
Ankle operation in Oct 2012
Ankle trouble forced him to leave England’s 2012 SA tour 
Suffered an ankle injury v Connacht in Nov 2011 – made comeback in early Feb 2012
International Career
England Saxons 2012/13
As per Gray and Robson went on tour with England in 2012, played midweek and subsequently named in the Saxons squad – a replacement in both the Saxons’ games v Irish Wolfhounds & Scotland A; Ex-England U20 International
Age Will be 27 in October (born in Kingston upon Thames, DOB 22/10/89)

Dan LYLE (24/11/11)
Joined Bath in 1996 and stayed for seven seasons (82 PREM matches). Had a spell as captain.
Won the Heineken Cup in 1998
His nickname at the club was “Captain America”
Also had a brief spell with Leicester in 2003/04
Started out as an American Footballer – was a member of the Washington Redskins set up.
Didn’t start playing rugby until he was 23, at the glamorous sounding Old Mission Beach Athletic Club in San Diego, and almost immediately became a USA international (45 caps)
Is married to an English girl and has two sons…future England internationals??
Currently he is tournament director for USA Sevens
Was 41 in September

David LYONS (20/05/15) ex Stade Francais, retired 2015
Biog 1
PLAYED FOR AUSTRALIA IN 2003 WORLD CUP FINAL
Biog 2
PLAYED IN 4 HEINEKEN CUP SEASONS FOR SCARLETS
Commentary Notes
This Season
Parisse’s very, very experienced `understudy`….12 Top 1 games & 6 in the Amlin – 0 tries…listed as an Englishman on the Top 14 website!!
Club Career
Played v Bath, Exeter, Harlequins, Leicester, L Irish, Worcester & now Wasps in Europe
Signed for Stade in 2011
Joined Scarlets in 2008 (skipper in 2010/11)
Made 83 consecutive appearances for the Waratahs 
International Career
44 Australia caps – debut v Argentina in 2000, last cap v Canada in Bordeaux (2007 World Cup)
Played in two World Cups (2003 & 2007) – opposed Lawrence Dallaglio at No.8 in 2003 World Cup Final
Age Will be 34 next month

Ollie LYONS (15/08/13) ex Northampton, joined Munster Academy Jul 2015, retired Sep 2016 to become a student
Biog
SAINTS ACADEMY FLANKER
Commentary Notes
Represented England North U16 last year, alongside Harry Mallinder
Developed at Bedford School & Olney RFC

Nick MACLEOD (06/11/15) ex Sale, joined Dragons Jul 2016, retired 2017 to become a baker!
Biog 1
7 SEASONS WITH SALE SHARKS
Biog 2
460 PREM POINTS, 3rd ON SALE ALL-TIME LIST 
Commentary Notes 
Starts this game 10 pts behind Shane Howarth but almost 1500 adrift of Charlie Hodgson!
Last Season
Only 4 PREM apps
2013/14
Agreed a new contract; started the win at Wasps in early Mar – only PREM start so far in 2014
Club Career
103 previous PREM games (460 pts, 3 tries, 5 drop goals) – all for Sale Sharks
Joined Sale in 2008
Played at centre in the 2013 LV semi-final, full-back in the final and fly-half in the PREM in 2012/13
Passed 400 PREM pts last season (3rd behind Charlie Hodgson and Shane Howarth on Sale’s all-time list); Sale’s top PREM scorer in 2011/12 with 231
Led Sale in 3 matches (1 PREM, 2 Amlin Challenge Cup) before Xmas in 2010/11
Equalled club record with 26 pts in Amlin Cup v Spanish side Cetransa in 2010/11
Ex-Cardiff Blues
International Career
Ex-Wales U21
Age Will be 33 in March (born in Cardiff, DOB 23/03/83)


Scott MACLEOD (02/01/15) ex Newcastle, retired 2015
Biog
1st PREM APPEARANCE THIS SEASON
Commentary Notes
This Season
4 appearances in the LV & Challenge Cups
Last Season
PREM debut at age of 34, agreed a new contract
Club Career
15 previous PREM games (0 tries) – all for Newcastle
Joined Newcastle in 2012; Not Newcastle’s oldest PREM debutant, but up there…Only prop Alan Yates (37 – oldest Falcon full stop) and lock Luke Gross (about 100 days older) were older starting debutants for the Falcons – MacLeod was the same age as Rob Andrew was when he led Newcastle in the inaugural PREM match in 1997
Signed for Newcastle last season after a year in Japan playing for Kobe Steelers.
Ex-Border Reivers, Scarlets and Edinburgh
International Career
24 Scotland caps - Debut in 2004, last cap v Wales in Feb 2011
Played in 2007 World Cup
Age Will be 36 in March

Ian MADIGAN (14/04/21) ex Ulster, retired Jun 2023
Biog 1
MADE 3 CONSECUTIVE STARTS IN FEBRUARY/MARCH
Biog 2
WON CHALLENGE CUP WITH LEINSTER IN 2013
Biog 3
SLOTTED 10 OF HIS 11 KICKS THIS SEASON (91%)
Commentary Notes
Came on as rep for Leinster in famous 33-22 Champs Cup Final win over Saints in 2011
Slotted 5 of 6 conversions here for Lein in 2013 Champs Cup win over Saints (7-40)
Biog 1 – 1st time he’s started more than 2 in a row for Ulster; JUST 7 LEAGUE STARTS IN LAST 2 YEARS - 1st LEAGUE START FOR 18 MONTHS IN AUGUST – PREM or PRO14; previous league start was in PREM for Bristol v Wasps (H) on Feb 15 2019
Biog 2 – And Champs Cup in 2011 & 2012 with them
Biog 3 – 2 from 2 last week v Quins. SLOTTED ALL 3 KICKS AT GOAL LAST SEASON; 2/2 to win the game in PRO14 semi-final
SCORED 1st TRY FOR 3 YEARS v TOULOUSE IN DECEMBER since for Bristol away at Richmond in Championship in Dec 2017! Didn’t score a single try for Bristol in a competitive PREM/EPCR game
147 APPEARANCES FOR LEINSTER 2009-16 - PLAYED IN 5 PRO14 FINALS FOR LEINSTER; PLAYED FOR LEINSTER v ULSTER IN 2012 CHAMPIONS CUP FINAL
This Season
22 POINTS IN WIN v CONNACHT
Last Season
Not even on bench v Toulouse in last season’s QF & was missed when Burns got injured
Just 3 PREM apps for Bristol, all as repl 
2018/19
PREM debut v Bth (H) R1; match-win kick v Har (H) Sep; 21 pts v Leic (H) Dec
2017/18
Top scorer in the Championship (230 pts)
2016/17 (for Bordeaux)
5 Cmps Cup starts, 28 pts; 15 Top 14 games, 113 pts
2015/16 (for Leinster)
Made 100th PRO12 appearance
2014/15 (for Leinster)
all 21 pts v Cas in Oct; all 18 pts (6 pens out of 6) in QF v Bth; top points scorer in Champs Cup
2013/14 (for Leinster)
Made 100th Lein app; Replaced O’Driscoll in 9th min of 2014 PRO12 final
Winning try in 2014 PRO 12 semi-final v Uls at RDS
Club Career
7 previous Challenge Cup games (2 tries, 62pts) – 0 & 4pts in 1 for Uls; 0 & 18pts in 3 for Bris; 2 & 40pts in 3 for Lein
38 previous Champions Cup games  (3 tries, 195pts) – 1 & 5pts for Uls; 2 & 192pts in 37 for Lein
Joined Ulster in 2020
Signed for Bristol in 2017
Joined Bordeaux in 2016
Played in 2011 & 2012 Champions Cup final triumphs
Leinster debut v Dragons in 2009 
International Career
30 Ireland caps (6 starts, 2 tries, 121 pts) – debut v Fra (H) 2013 6N, last cap v Rsa (PE) Jun 2016
Age Was 32 in Mar (born in Dublin, Ire; DOB 21/03/89) 

Joe MADDOCK (04/11/12) – ex Saracens, retired 2013
Biog 1
SCORED 35 PREM TRIES FOR BATH
Biog 2
FIRST APPEARANCE THIS SEASON
Commentary Notes
96 PREM games in six seasons for Bath; that try haul for Bath is only 1 short of Iain Balshaw’s club record
Ruled out for three months with  a knee injury suffered very early on v London Irish in December 2011
Joined Sarries last season after one campaign in Italy
Only Sarries try came v Newcastle in October 2011
Born in Christchurch (ex-Crusaders)
Will be 34 just before Xmas

Sean MAITLAND (22/12/23) ex-Saracens, retired Jun 2024
Biog 1
53 SCOTLAND CAPS, LAST IN MARCH 2021 v ITALY
Biog 2
WON 3 PREM FINALS WITH SARACENS
Biog 3
TRY IN WIN v CONNACHT LAST SATURDAY
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – qualifies for Scotland through Scottish grandparents
TRY IN CHAMPIONS CUP FINAL v LEINSTER IN 2019
Last Season
Try v Leic (H) Oct, 2T v Nor (H) Nov, try v Lyn (A) & Lir (A) Dec, 1st FB start since Aug 2020 v Leic (A) Feb, try v Har (THS) Mar, PREM community player of year, 2T in 4th PREM PO (W4), 4th PREM Final
2021/22
YC for aerial challenge early on in seasonal debut v New (H) Oct, try v Sal (H) Nov, try v Lir(H, Chl Cup) Jan, try v Har (H) Feb, try v New (A), 2T v Nor (H, Prm Cup) & try v Was (A, Prm Cup) Mar, 2T v Car (H, Chl Cup) Apr, new 1-yr contract May; 3rd PREM PO, 3rd PREM final (W2 L1)
2019/20
New deal before start of season; 3 PREM tries, 1 Cmps Cup try 
2018/19
Try v Glo (H) & Bth (H) Sep; try v Lyo (H) Oct; try v New (H) Apr; try in 1st Cmps Cup Final; try in 2nd PREM PO, 2nd PREM final; 5 TRIES IN 7 CHAMPIONS CUP GAMES
2017/18
3T in 1st h v Nor (Tw) R1; out 7 wks Oct/Nov (ankle); try v Glo (H) R22; 1st PREM PO & 1st PREM Final
2016/17
2T v Exe (A) Sep; try v Tln & Leic Oct; try v Bth (A) & 2T v Sal (H) Dec, try v Bth (H) Mar; FB v Glo Feb
2015/16 (for L Irish)
Try v Age in Oct; 1st PREM try v Nor (Box Day), try v Sal (H) & Har (A, Chall Cup QF) in str Apr games
2014/15 (for L Irish)
Shoulder surgery towards the end of the season	
Club Career
106 prev PREM games (90 s-74 WG, 16 FB; 37 tries, 2YC) 35 in 91 Sar, 2 in 14 (12 sts-11 FB, 1WG) Lir
47 previous Champions Cup games (45 sts, 15 tries) – 12 in 31 Sar, 3 in 16 (14 sts) Gla
7 previous Challenge Cup games (7 sts, 5 tries) – 3 in 3 Sar, 2 in 4 (4 sts) Lir
1 YC in the Championship (2020/21)
Joined double-winners Saracens in Jul 2016
Signed for London Irish in 2015 & relegated in only season 
Joined Glasgow in 2012, but played just 23 PRO12 games in 3 seasons
Crusaders 2008-12 (23 tries), won 2008 Super Rugby, 3T v Sharks at Twickenham in Mar 2011
Played for Canterbury 2006-12 (Won NPC 4 years running 2008-2011, playing all 4 finals)
International Career
53 Scotland caps (48 sts, 15 tries) - debut v Eng (Tw) Feb 2013 (try), last v Ita (Rome) Mar 2021
Try v Sam at 2019 RWC, Try in rec win v Aus Nov 2017, 3T in 2018 6N (iv Fra, Eng & Ita)
Try on debut v England in 2013 Six Nations; YC IN WORLD CUP QF; TRY v USA IN RWC 2015
2013 Lions tour to Aus - featured in 5 of 7 non-Test matches, try v Rebels, not in Test squads
Qualifies for Scotland via Glaswegian grandparents; Played for NZ Maori in 2010
Won World Junior Champs with NZ U20 in 2008 (4 tries) & U19 World Cup with NZ U19 in 2007
Miscellaneous
Became a father in Jan 2017; Cousin of Quade Cooper, distant relative of All Black centre Joe Stanley
Age Was 35 in September (born in Tokorua, Nzl; DOB 14/09/88)


Chris MALONE (15/04/11)
Biog 1
SYDNEY-BORN FLY-HALF, 9th PREM SEASON
Biog 2
PLAYED FOR BATH IN 2004 PREM FINAL
Commentary Notes
Glen Jackson and Ludovic Mercier are only overseas players to have scored more points in the PREM…If Shane Drahm and Mark van Gisbergen are counted as English)
Lost 2004 final 6-10 to Wasps

Julien MALZIEU (May 2014) ex Clermont, joined Montpellier 2015, retired 2017
BIOG 1
THREE TRIES IN FOUR TOP 14 MATCHES SINCE RETURN FROM INJURY
BIOG 2
FIVE TRIES IN 20 CAPS FOR FRANCE
BIOG 3
SIGNED A NEW CONTRACT UNTIL 2016 ON 2 JANUARY
Commentary Notes
DOB 04/05/83
Born in Le Puy-en-Velay, close to Clermont
Has spent his whole career at Clermont
His younger brother, Jeremy Malzieu, was also at Clermont before moving on to St Etienne in the PRO D2 and now Vannes in Federale 1
Julien has made over 100 appearances for the club in the Top 14 and over 30 in the Heineken Cup and scored more than 50 tries in total
Made his international debut v Scotland in 2008 Six Nations
He was nominated for the IRB’s try of the year award in 2012 for his try in the Six Nations v Italy
He is also a former France U19 and Sevens international
He played in the Sevens World Cup in 2005 and 2009
HAS SCORED OVER 50 TRIES FOR CLERMONT

Marco MAMA (26/12/20) ex Worcester, retired Jun 2021
Biog 1
Try on 50th PREM appearance v Bristol last month
Biog 2
Agreed new contract in May 
Biog 3
Out for total of 10 months over last 3 seasons
Commentary Notes
Biog 3 – Foot injury v Leicester in Feb, hamstring issues in previous 2 campaigns
Last Season
Out mid-Nov to mid-Jan & end of Feb to end of Sep (includes lockdown); New 1-year deal May 
2018/19
MoM v Bri (H) Oct; h’string inj – out 11 wks; new deal & MoM v Leic (H) Feb
2017/18
19 tackles in defeat v Sar at Tw (jt top in Rd 1); out 3 mths (Sep-Dec, h’string)
2016/17
Initial loan deal would have meant he returned to Bri in Mar but signed permanent Wor deal in Jan
2014/15
19 Championship appearances (6 tries); Played v Worcester in both legs of Championship final for Bristol – off bench in first leg and started 30-30 draw at Sixways that saw Worcester win promotion
Club Career
50 previous PREM games (39 starts, 4 tries) – all Wor
0 previous Champions Cup games
12 previous Challenge Cup games (3 tries) – all Wor 
Joined Worcester on an initial season-long loan in Aug 2015 – he exercised a clause in his contract allowing him to move to play PREM rugby
Made over 80 Championship appearances in 5 seasons with Bristol
Came through the youth ranks at Bristol
International Career
Uncapped 
Miscellaneous
Played alongside Jonathan Joseph, Mako Vunipola, Henry Thomas, Ollie Lindsay-Hague and Rhys Ruddock for his school side! 
Was born in Nigeria and moved to Zimbabwe at the age of 7 – his parents and a lot of his family still live in Zimbabwe – his dad owns a restaurant in Zimbabwe
A back rower born in Zimbabwe – parallels with David Pocock!!
He represented Zimbabwe at age group level in rugby, cricket and squash!
Age Was 29 in March (born in Kaduna, Nigeria; DOB 27/03/91)

Joe MARLER – Retired Nov 2024
286 HARLEQUINS FIRST TEAM APPEARANCES
PLAYER OF THE MATCH IN 2021 PREM FINAL
95 ENGLAND CAPS, DEBUT IN 2012, LAST IN JULY 2024
211 PREM games, 1 of 4 to play 200+ for Quins (Care, Brown & Robshaw others)
MARLER NEVER SCORED FOR ENGLAND, ONLY ALL BLACK OWEN FRANKS (108) PLAYED MORE WITHOUT SCORING!! Bizarre headed assist for Courtney Lawes try v Japan in 2023 RWC!!
22 YELLOW CARDS & 2 RED CARDS IN CLUB CAREER; Latest YC v Glasgow in Apr, 15 in PREM, only D Paice (20) & D Care (18) more; PREM CAPTAINCY RECORD: PL14 W8 L6
Club Career
211 previous PREM games (186 sts, 7 tries, 15YC, 2RC) – all Har
44 previous Champions Cup games (41 sts, 1 try, 5YC) – all Har
25 previous Challenge Cup games (21 sts, 1 try, 2YC) – all Har
Made first PREM start in Sep 2010 v Exeter
Harlequins Academy graduate, Started at Haywards Heath (played in  Colts with Billy Twelvetrees)
International Career
95 England caps (57 sts, 0 tries, 1YC) – debut v RSA (D’ban) Jun 2012, last v Nzl (Dunedin) Jul 2024
Twice pulled out of England duty for family reasons; Picked for 2017 Lions tour (didn’t play in Tests) 
2016 G Slam win but 2-week ban for “Gypsy boy” comment at S Lee v Wal
Missed Italy Test in 2014 to be present at birth of first child; opted out of 2016 tour of Australia
2012 6N training squad & all 3 Tests in RSA in Jun 2012 on first senior tour; 2010 autumn ints squad
Played for England U20 in the 2010 Junior World Championship (reached semis)
World Cup Record
16 games (0 tries) – 4 in 2015, 6 in 2019, 6 in 2023
Age Was 35 in July (born in Eastbourne, Sussex; DOB 07/07/90)

Paul MARSHALL (15/12/17) ex Ulster, retired May 2018
Biog
TRY IN DRAW v DRAGONS LAST WEEK
Biog 2
MADE 200th ULSTER APPEARANCE LAST MONTH
Biog 3
12th SEASON WITH ULSTER
Commentary Notes
Became only the fifth player to make 200 Ulster appearances when he faced Benetton in Nov
His 2-year-old son Luke was diagnosed with a form of cancer in the first week of this season
It was Luke’s 2nd birthday on the Thursday before he won his 200th cap on the Friday! 
WON 3 IRELAND CAPS IN 2013
Last Season 
150th PRO12 app in Jan 
2015/16 
Missed just 1 game in PRO12 & Europe; Tries v Treviso (H), Blues (H), Dragons (A) & Zebre (H)
2014/15
2 tries in 18 PRO12 games and 4 appearances in Champions Cup
2013/14
3 tries in 17 PRO12 games and 5 Heineken Cup appearances
Club Career
162 previous PRO12 games (19 tries, 1YC) – all for Uls
39 previous EPCR games (5 tries) – all for Uls
His first try came in the Heineken Cup v Bourgoin in a 25-24 win in Jan 2008 on his EPCR debut
Made Ulster debut v Dragons in 2006 and has gone on to make over 100 appearances for the club
Former captain of Ulster U21s
International Career
3 Ireland caps (all as a replacement, all in 2013, 0 tries)
Has also played for Ireland A and U21
Miscellaneous
Devout Christian
Age Was 32 in July (Born in Lisburn, Northern Ireland; DOB 26/07/85)



Nicolas MAS (2013/14) ex Montpellier, retired 2016
DOB 23/05/80
Born in Perpignan and played for Perpignan all of his career from 1999 to this summer – captained them as well
Made more than 60 appearances in Europe for Perpignan, which is a club record
Played in Perpignan’s run to the Heineken Cup final in 2003
Joined Montpellier from Perpignan in the summer
Had indicated he could retire at the end of this season
Scored his last try in the league as far back as 2008
Stormed out of a press conference in build up to 2014 Six Nations clash with Ireland because of criticisms of the French pack and comments about a high scrum penalty count
PLAYED IN THE 2007 AND 2011 WORLD CUPS
JOINED FROM PERPIGNAN THIS SUMMER
NOT SCORED A TRY SINCE FEBRUARY 2008

Andrea MASI (19/09/16) – Injured v Fra, never played again, retired Jun 2016
Biog 1
PLAYED AT CENTRE v TOULON LAST MONTH
Biog 2
1st PREM TRY IN DECEMBER
Biog 3
PLAYED IN 4 WORLD CUPS FOR ITALY
Commentary Notes
This Season
Scored 1st PREM try v L Irish in Dec
Last Season
Agreed a new contract; underwent knee surgery in Oct; returned in LV in Jan
Club Career
41 previous PREM games (1 try) – all for Wasps
53 previous EPCR games (11 tries, 61 pts) – 3 in 12 previous for Wasps, 0 in 3 for Aironi, 1 in 6 for Racing Metro, 1 in 9 for Biarritz, 4 in 12 for Viadana, 2 (& 2 pens) in 11 for L’Aquila
Appeared in all 3 EPCR comps – Champions Cup, Challenge Cup and the now defunct Shield
Went off injured during his debut v Quins in 2012 London Double Header
His first try for Wasps was scored in Italy….v Mogliano
Previous clubs:  L’Aquila, Viadana, Biarritz, Racing Metro, Aironi
International Career
94 Ita Caps (65 pts, 13 tries) – try on debut v Spa, L’Aquila, Aug 1999
- Hasn’t scored a try in his last 34 Tests
- Only Alessandro Troncon (101) has played more times in the Italy backs
- Made debut at 18 & only Mauro Bergamasco has had longer career with Ita
- Has started in 81 of his 94 Tests
- Is ending his international career after the World Cup
- Had to wait almost 4 years between his 1st & 2nd caps
- Missed the win v Sco in Feb but played in the other 4 Six Nations games that Italy lost in 2015
Last Season
Scored 1st ever PREM try v L Irish in Dec
Miscellaneous
- AS Roma fan
Age Was 34 in March (born in L’Aquila, Ita; DOB 30/03/81)

Joel MATAVESI (18/12/20) ex Newcastle, retired Jun 2021
Biog 1
CHALL CUP DEBUT LAST WEEK v CARDIFF
Biog 2
5 PREM APPS
Biog 3
1 CAREER TRY
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 – His last came in Mar 2019 away to Wasps
Biog 3 – Came in last year’s one and olnly Champ game he played for Newcastle v Cornish Pirates in which he also got a YC
2016/17
Played for Swansea in Welsh PREM
Club Career
5 previous PREM games (2 starts, 0 tries)
1 previous Chall Cup games (1 start, 0 tries)
Joined from Redruth in 2017
Signed for Swansea in 2014
Ex-Exeter Chiefs Academy – played in 2013/14 PREM Academy U18 final defeat v Northampton - Camborne & Redruth
International Career
uncapped – eligible for both Eng and Fij
Miscellaneous
Younger brother of Fiji internationals Josh & Sam Matavesi…Dad Sireli played for the Fiji Barbarians before moving to Cornwall
Studied at Truro College
Age Will be 26 in May (born in Camborne, Cornwall; DOB 27/05/95)




Victor MATFIELD (07/05/16) ex Northampton, this was his final game (v Glos – A)
Biog 1
RETIRING TODAY AFTER 18-YEAR CAREER
Biog 2
TURNS 39-YEARS-OLD ON WEDNESDAY
Biog 3
RECORD 127 SOUTH AFRICA CAPS
Commentary Notes
Stole a lineout in dying mins v Bath last week & Mallinder said it was one of his best games for club
WON 3 SUPER RUGBY TITLES, 3 CURRIE CUPS, 2 TRI-NATIONS TITLES & A WORLD CUP
This Season
At 38, Northampton’s oldest PREM player, beating the record set by Tom Smith (37)…his old rival Brad Thorn played as a 40yo for Leicester last May, Saints debut as repl v Gloucester in Nov, started both games v Racing in Dec; 1st PREM start in Jan v Exeter (H), played in all 4 games in Feb & v Sarries & Sale in March
Club Career
16 previous PREM games (5 starts, 0 tries) – all for Northampton
3 previous EPCR games (2 starts, 0 tries) – all for Northampton
122 Super Rugby games (8 tries)
Joined Northampton Saints after the World Cup
Three-time Currie Cup winner (2002, 2004 and 2009)
Three-time Super Rugby winner (2007, 2009 and 2010)
Retired after RWC2011 but came back in Jan 2014 and signed deal with the Bulls for 2014 and 2015
Spent a season in PROD2 with Toulon in 2007/08
Re-joined the Blue Bulls in 2000
Selected for Cats in Super Rugby in 1999
Left the Blue Bulls for the Griquas in 1999 and played for them in the Currie Cup first
Played at the University of Pretoria and was then selected for Blue Bulls U21
International Career
Record 127 South Africa caps (35 pts, 7 tries) - debut v Ita, Port Elizabeth, Jun 2001
Very rare app on the bench in World Cup SF v Nzl…Started 121 (world record at lock) of his 127 Tests
Has captained Rsa 23 times, winning on 17 occasions
In a group of just 7 players to play in the World Cup over age of 38
6th most capped international of all time & most capped Springbok
Oldest Springbok of all time
Winner & player of tournament in World Cup 2007
Played for the Barbarians in win v New Zealand in 2009 at Twickenham
nominated for IRB World Player of the Year in 2005
Won Tri Nations in 2004 and 2009
Miscellaneous
Worked as a TV commentator for SuperSport and coached at the Blue Bulls as a lineout consultant after retiring in 2011
Age  WILL BE 39 ON WEDNESDAY (born in Pietersburg, Rsa, DOB 11/05/77)

Tom MAY (GUEST Bath v Newcastle 18/03/16)
Club record 47 PREM tries for Newcastle 
2 tries for Newcastle in win here in September 2004 (played alongside Wilkinson in that victory)
247 appearances across 14 PREM seasons
Club Career
247 PREM games (417 pts, 54 tries) – 0 pts in 18 for L Welsh, 38 pts (7T) in 36 for Northampton, 379 pts (47T) in 193 for Newcastle 
Lost more PREM games than anyone else (141), and tantalisingly finished on 99 wins
L Welsh skipper during desperate 2014/15 season, retiring at the end of it
Joined L Welsh in 2013 & led them back to the PREM in his 1st season
Led Saints v Saracens in AW Cup in Oct 2011
Joined Northampton in 2011
Joined Toulon in 2009 and stayed until 2011 - went with Jonny Wilkinson
More appearances (193) and tries (47) in the PREM than any other Newcastle player
Ended Falcons career as a fly half filling in for the injured Wilko – successfully piloted Newcastle to safety in early 2009; his last game for Newcastle was at The Stoop in April 2009
PREM debut for Newcastle at Franklin’s Gardens in Mar 1999 – lost 57-16 playing as a 20yo inside centre with Rob Andrew and Va’aiga Tuigamala either side of him!
International Career
2 England caps (v Argentina in 2009 series)
Member of all-conquering 1997 England U18 squad in Australia - alongside the likes of Wilkinson, Balshaw, Sheridan, Tindall, Flatman, Mears, Alex Sanderson and Borthwick 
Age Was 37 last month (born in London, DOB 05/02/79)

Mike McCARTHY (15/11/15) ex Leinster, retired 2017
Biog 1
EPCR DEBUT WAS FOR WASPS IN 2002
Biog 2
PLAYED FOR 4 TEAMS IN EPCR GAMES
Biog 3
80th EPCR APPEARANCE
Commentary Notes
2013/14
Joined Leinster – played in all 7 EPCR games
Club Career
79 previous EPCR games (9 tries) – 0 in 15 for Leinster, 3 in 44 for Connacht, 6 in 18 for Newcastle, 0 in 2 for Wasps
149 previous Celtic League/PRO12 games (5 tries) – 0 in 41 for Leinster, 5 in 108 for Connacht
Signed for Leinster in 2013
Re-joined Connacht in 2007
Joined Newcastle in 2004
One season with Connacht (2003/04) before switching to Newcastle
Made EPCR debut for Wasps v Overmach Parma in the Challenge Cup in Oct 2002
Made PREM debut for Wasps in Sep 2001 v Sale
International Career
17 Ireland caps (0 tries) – debut v Scotland, Aug 2011 (RWC warm-up at Murrayfield), last cap was his 1st Test start for a year v Georgia in Nov 2014
1st call-up was for 2011 Six Nations training squad
Age Will be 34 later this month (born in London, DOB 27/11/81)

Tom McCARTNEY (11/01/20) ex Connacht, retired Jul 2020
Biog 1
CHAMPIONS CUP TRY v MONTPELLIER IN NOVERMNER 
Biog 2
2 PRO14 TRIES v ZEBRE IN ROUND 2
Biog 3
82% LINEOUT SUCCESS IN CHAMPIONS CUP THIS SEASON (23/28)
Commentary Notes
Club Career
23 EPCR appearances (2 tries)
Blues  
Auckland 
Age Was 34 in August DOB: 06/09/1985

Ruaridh McCONNOCHIE (31/05/25) ex-Bath, retired Jun 2025
Biog 1
2 ENGLAND CAPS, BOTH IN 2019
Biog 2
DUE TO RETIRE AT END OF SEASON
Biog 3
6 PREM CUP TRIES IN POOL STAGE
Commentary Notes
Only 6 apps in 2024: 4 mths out last season (shoulder), out 9 months in 2023 (knee)
Biog 1 - Try on RWC debut for Eng v USA in 2019 – But transferred allegiance to Scotland (that game v USA was 2nd and final Eng cap but never played at Twickenham for them), was never capped by Scotland but named in initial Six Nations squad in Jan 2023
This Season
6 PREM CUP TRIES IN POOL STAGE
Last Season
Try v Sar (A) Oct, shoulder inj out 4 mths, try v Har (A) Mar
2022/23
Missed 1st 3 wks (knee), Out 6 wks Nov-Dec (h’string), knee inj – out for season
2021/22
Only 9 apps (all comps), only try v Lar (A) Jan; knee inj v Lein (H) Jan – out for season
2020/21
Only PREM try v Exe (H) Mar, shoulder inj in Chall Cup debut v Lir (H) Apr – out for season
2019/20
1st EPCR try Jan v Uls (A); 9 DB Rd 15 v Leic (A) (1st), try in 5 str PREM games Aug-Sep 2020 (=club rec of Kevin Maggs, set in 2000), seq inc 2 v Har (A) Sep; try v Sal (A) Sep; 9 tries in 14 PREM games
2018/19
PREM debut repl v Wor (H) & 1st PREM try + 7 def btn as repl v New (A) Nov; 1st PREM start v Sal (H), EPCR debut v Lein (H) & try v Leic (H) Dec; 3 sts at FB in Dec (all comps); try v Glo (H, PRC) & Nor (A) Feb; 4 TRIES IN 15 PREM APPS, Started at FB 3 times, all in Dec (all comps)
Club Career
66 previous PREM games (54 sts, 18 tries, 1YC) – all Bth
13 previous Champions Cup games (13 sts, 4 tries) – all Bth
2 previous Challenge Cup game (2 sts, 1 try) – all Bth
Joined Bath in 2018 after 2 seasons with England Sevens
Ex-Nuneaton, Hartpury & Rangataua (Nzl) 
Aged 21, made presence felt with Nuneaton, 16 tries in 21 games to win the club’s player of the season, players’ player and best back awards.
Began career with London Scottish
International Career
2 England caps (1 try) - debut v Ita (St James’ Park) Sep 2019, last cap v USA (Kobe) Sep 2019
Named in Scotland squad in Jan 2023
Hip injury prevented him making his debut v Wales in the RWC warm-ups 
GB Sevens – Silver medal in 2016 Olympics
England Students, Counties & Sevens - two seasons on the World Rugby Sevens circuit, debut 2015
Miscellaneous
Elected RPA Chair for 2024/25 season (Gloucester’s Freddie Clarke is vice-chair)
Age Will be 34 in October (born in Tenterden, Kent; DOB 23/10/91)


Rob McCUSKER (17/04/16) ex L Irish, joined Ospreys on short-term deal Aug 2016
Biog 1
JOINED FROM SCARLETS THIS SEASON
Biog 2
ONLY TRY FOR L IRISH v AGEN IN NOVEMBER
Biog 3
WON LAST OF 6 WALES CAPS IN JUNE 2013
Commentary Notes
This Season
L Irish debut v Leicester (A) in Oct, 1st try for L Irish v Agen (H) in Nov
Last Season (for Scarlets)
12 PRO12 games & 3 Champions Cup apps
Club Career
13 previous PREM games (11 starts, 0 tries) – all for L Irish
26 previous EPCR games (3 tries) – 1 in 3 for L Irish, 2 in 23 for Scarlets
90 previous PRO12 games (2 tries) – all for Scarlets
Joined London Irish in Oct 2015 on a one season contract, after being released from his Scarlets deal by “mutual consent”. HE made 135 appearances for the Scarlets, scoring six tries
Joint captain, alongside Jonathan Davies, in 2013-14.
Named captain for the 2012-13 season – led them to PRO12 semi-finals
2 tries in Scarlets’ 33-21 victory over L Irish in the Champions Cup.
Scarlets first team debut in a pre-season friendly v Exeter Chiefs in Aug 2007
Signed for Scarlets in 2003 as a rugby apprentice 
International Career
6 Wales caps (0 tries) - debut v S Africa (Cardiff) Jun 2010, last cap v Japan (Osaka) Jun 2013
His last cap is his only start
Ex-Wales U21 & Wales Sevens
Miscellaneous
Describes himself as “a professional ruck hitter”; enjoys baking
Age Was 30 in December (born in Wrexham, Wal; DOB 10/12/85)

Fergus McFADDEN (01/04/18) ex Leinster
Biog 1
PLAYED IN 2011 & 2012 CHAMPIONS CUP FINAL WINS
Biog 2
TRY IN WIN v SARACENS AT RDS IN JANUARY 2011
Biog 3
WON 1st IRELAND CAPS FOR 2 YEARS IN FEBRUARY
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Also has a Challenge Cup winners medal
Biog 3 – Repl v France & Wales
This Season
4 PRO14 apps (2/2), 0 tries; 2 Champs Cup apps, started v Glasgow
Last Season
Try off the bench v Wasps, started s/f v Clermont
8 PRO12 games (7 starts), 5 pts (conv & pen)
2015/16 
Used as a goal-kicker…15 pts (3 pens & 3 cons) v Dragons; played at centre v Wasps in Nov
2014/15
Out for a month with thumb injury in Dec; try v Wasps (A) in Jan, try v Glasgow (H) in Mar
Club Career
123 previous PRO12/14 games (109 starts, 18 tries, 352 pts) – all for Lein 
45 previous EPCR games (32 starts, 5 tries, 47 pts) – all for Lein
Wing/Centre
Won 2011 & 2012 Champions Cup finals & 2013 Challenge Cup
Played for University College Dublin and the Leinster Academy with Rob Kearney
International Career
34 Ireland caps (15 starts, 10 tries) – debut v Ita (A) Feb 2011, last cap v Wal (H) Feb 2018
Won 1st caps for 2 years v Fra & Wal in 2018 6N
Missed out on the World Cup squad
Played at full back, wing & centre for Ireland
Came on as a replacement in all 5 games during 2014 Six Nations title-winning campaign (try v Ita)
3 tries from the wing v Canada in Toronto in Jun 2013
Try in only 2011 World Cup appearance, v Russia at Rotorua
Scored first try for Ireland v France a week after debut
Most Valuable Player at the 2009 Churchill Cup as Ireland 'A' clinched the title
Miscellaneous
Played alongside Rob Kearney at school, winning the Leinster Senior Schools Cup
Age Will be 32 in June (born in Kilkenny – a county where Hurling is a speciality – brought up in Kildare, DOB 17/06/86)




Al McFARLAND (01/09/15) ex New York Athletic Club
Age: 26 	DoB: 02/06/89, Sydney (Aus)
Ht: 1.93m (6ft 4ins)  Wt: 108kg (17st 1lb)
International Career
5 Usa Caps (0 pts) - debut v Japan, Sacramento, Jul 2015
- Started on the flank v Canada in Ottawa & Australia in Chicago
- First start (N8) v Tonga in July
- Available for Usa from this year after serving the 3-year residency qualification
World Cup Record
Yet to Play or copy on performance
Club Career
- Plays in the American Rugby PREM
- Won Division 1 of the National Championship with NYAC in 2012 & 2015
- Played for Randwick in Sydney club rugby

Byron McGUIGAN (30/12/22) ex Sale, retired June 2023
Biog 1
Try in win v Leicester here in May 2021
Biog 2
Only 1 PREM start this season
Biog 3
Yellow card v Toulouse a fortnight ago 
Commentary Notes
Level with Denny Solomona on Sale’s all-time PREM try list (38), only Mark Cueto & Steve Hanley ahead; 39 career PREM tries (38 Sal, 1 Exe) in 104 previous games (38 in 94 for Sale)
Biog 3 – Completely lost it v Saracens last season & received a red card…chucked Nick Tompkins into the ad hoardings…banned for 3 weeks but 2 of those were covid-related cancelled matches so only missed the Ospreys game! Alex Sanderson: "Byron trains at UFC on his time off so maybe he just had a flashback of some sort of ultimate fighting session he's done.”
Last Season 
Try v Bth (H) R1, RC v Sar (A) Nov, 100th PREM app v Exe Mar
2020/21 
Out 1st 6 weeks (h’string), try v Exe (H) Feb, 3T v Lir (H), 2nd PREM 3T Mar, try v Lar (A), try in 3 consec PREM (Wor, Leic & Bth) Apr/May, try v Har (H) Jun
2019/20
Prm Cup try v Sar (A) Sep; try v Glo (H) Oct, try v Bth (A) Dec; try v Exe (A) Jan, try v Sar (A) Feb; 
2018/19
3T v Per (A) Oct, try v Sar (A) Nov; try v New (SJP) Mar
2017/18
1T v Was (A), 2T v Sar (A) & 3T v Glo (H) Sep; YC v Har (A) Oct (fight with Swiel); 2YC = RC v Wor (A); 2T v Exe (A) in Apr; 12 PREM tries…only Hanley (14 in 2002/03 & 13 in 2003/04), Cueto (13 in 2001/02) & Beim (14 in 1997/98) more for Sal; 1st FB start since Oct 2016 Apr v New
2016/17
6 PREM tries; try v New (A) in Sal debut in Rd 1; YC v Wor (A) Sep; try v Bri (A) Oct; try v Har (A) in Jan as wing 1st time since 13/14 &  try as FH v New (H) Feb ; try consec games v Wor (H) & Glo (A) in Apr
2015/16 (for Exeter)
Only app was in Cmps Cup v Bor (A) in Jan – scored a try!
2014/15 (for Glasgow, Exeter & Bay of Plenty)
6 different comps for 3 different clubs! PREM, Chall & AW for Exe, ITM for BOP, Cmps Cup/PRO12 for Gla; debut in AW v Bth Nov & 2 PREM repl Nov; try v Lar (A) Chall Cup Dec, try v New Chall Cup Apr
2013/14 (for Glasgow & Bay of Plenty)
Played for Glasgow in PRO12 & Champions Cup, & appeared for Bay of Plenty in ITM Cup
Club Career
104 prev PREM games (82sts,199p,39T,2RC,4YC) – 194p (38T,2RC,3YC) in 94 Sal, 1T in 10 (2 sts) Exe
16 prev Champions Cup games (13sts,3T,2YC) – 2T in 8 Sal, 1T in 1 (1 start) Exe, 0T in 7 (5sts, 1YC) Gla
7 prev Challenge Cup games (6 sts, 6T) – 4T in 4 Sal, 2T in 3 (2 sts) Exe 
Signed for Sale in Aug 2016, Joined Exeter on deal until end of season in Nov 2014
Played for Bay of Plenty in New Zealand's ITM Cup in 2014
Played for Glasgow in 2012/13 & 2013/14, PRO12 (4 tries in 13 games) & Champions Cup (7 apps)
Ex-Border Bulldogs (SA)
International Career
10 Scotland caps (6 starts, 3 tries) – debut v Nzl (H) Nov 2017, last cap v Ita (A) Feb 2020
2 tries v Aus (H) in Nov 2018 in 1st Test start, 6N debut in Feb 2018 v Wal (A)
International Career
Does Mixed Martial Arts training
Age Was 33 in August (born in Walvis Bay, SW Africa – now Namibia - DOB 20/08/89)

Eoin McKEON (19/01/20) ex Connacht, retired Jun 2020
Biog 1
YELLOW CARD ON 1st START OF SEASON v GLOUCESTER LAST MONTH
Biog 2
MISSED 9 GAMES THIS SEASON (CALF INJURY)
Biog 3
SIGNED NEW CONTRACT IN MAY
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Only previous app before that was off bench v Scarlets on Sep 28 
Biog 2 - MISSED 4 MONTHS LAST SEASON (SHOULDER INJURY)
Last Season
9 PRO14 games, 1 try; 1 Challenge Cup game, 0 tries
2017/18
9 PRO14 games, 0 tries; 3 Challenge Cup games, 1 try
2016/17
12 Pro12 games, 2 tries; 4 Challenge Cup games
2015/16
13 Pro12 games, 2 tries – v Zebre and Cardiff Blues
2 Challenge Cup games
2014/15
Made 50th appearance for Connacht v Glasgow in September
Club Career
106 previous Pro14 games (12 tries) – all for Connacht
27 previous EPCR Games (2 tries) – all for Connacht
SIGNED NEW CONTRACT IN APRIL 2017
Made his first XV debut for Connacht at Scarlets in April 2010
Began playing at Galwegians
International Career
Has played for Ireland U20, Emerging Ireland and the Wolfhounds
Miscellaneous
Went to the same small school in Galway as Eric Elwood – Colaiste Iognaid
Age Was 28 in June (born in Galway, DOB 23/06/91)


Brendan McKIBBIN (02/09/17) ex L Irish, retired Jun 2019 & went back to Australia to begin referee coaching
Biog 1
Try in 2016 Challenge Cup Q-Final v Quins 
Biog 2
Won Super Rugby title with Waratahs in 2014
Biog 3
Red card in defeat v Bath in November 2015
Commentary Notes
AUSTRALIAN SCRUM HALF ELIGIBLE FOR SCOTLAND 
2015/16
Sent off v Bath for an off the ball stamp (banned for 3 weeks)
Club Career
15 previous PREM games (10 starts, 0 tries, 1 RC) – all for L Irish
2 previous EPCR games (1 try) – all for L Irish in the Challenge Cup
75 Super Rugby games (3 tries) – 3 in 71 for Waratahs, 0 in 4 for Reds
Joined London Irish on a two-year deal in 2015
Was reserve scrum half to Wallaby Nick Phipps at the Waratahs
Signed for NSW Waratahs in 2011
Began career in the Australian Championship for Ballymore Tornadoes
International Career
Uncapped, qualified for Scotland
Age Will be 32 this month (born in Irvine, Sco; DOB 19/09/85)




Lee MEARS (07/10/16)
Made 177 PREM appearances for Bath
Only Bath player to win 100 PREM games 
Played 90 PREM games at The Rec
Notes
Club Career
177 PREM games (114 starts, 10 tries) – all for Bath 
Retired from professional rugby in Feb 2013; forced to call it a day immediately after a heart abnormality during Bath’s regular medical check-up of their players. He was told by a specialist that there was a “significant potential risk” if he continued to play. 
268 games across all competitions for Bath – only David Barnes (183) has played more for Bath; only Bath player to be on winning side 100 times in the PREM (102)
Played 90 PREM matches at The Rec (jointly hold that record with David Barnes) – won 60 of those
Joined Bath in 1997, debut in 1999, last PREM game was in Jan 2013  at Wasps…longest career in Bath’s PREM history; His final game in all comps was in the Challenge Cup at home to Agen
Led Bath to defeat at Gloucester in Oct 2012, only other time with the `armband` for Bath in the PREM was the final day defeat at Leicester in May 2012
International Career 
43 caps  (25 as a repl) - 42 England & 1 Lions– Eng debut v Sam (H) Nov 2005, Lions cap (start) v Rsa (Durban) Jun 2009; last cap repl v Rsa (Port Elizabeth) Jun 2012 
On as a repl in all 3 Tests v Rsa in Jun 2012
Bit of a `golden bullet` during the 2011 World Cup – one appearance, as a repl v Romania
Selected for the 2007 World Cup after helping Bath reach the final of the EPCR Challenge Cup but was held back by Regan
Called up for 2005 Autumn Tests
Member of all-conquering 1997 England U18 squad in Australia - alongside Wilkinson, Balshaw, Sheridan, Tindall, Alex Sanderson and Borthwick
Age Will be 38 in March (born in Torquay, Devon; DOB 05/03/79)

Maxime MEDARD (07/05/22) ex Toulouse, retired Jul 2022
Biog 1
83rd CHAMPIONS CUP APPEARANCE FOR TOULOUSE
Biog 2
PLAYED IN 3rd CHAMPIONS CUP FINAL LAST SEASON
Biog 3
RETIRING AT THE END OF THIS SEASON
Commentary Notes
HEINEKEN CHAMPIONS CUP WINNER IN 2010 & 2021; 2011 WORLD CUP FINALIST
Biog 1 – surpassing Vincent Clerc (82) today and meaning only Jean Bouilhou (84) and Clement Poitrenaud (96) more for Toulouse now; 1 try short of Michel Marfaing (24) in 2nd place in list of Toulouse’s top EPCR try scorers… Vincent Clerc way out in front on 36
Biog 2 – WORE 11 v MUNSTER IN 2008, 14 v BIARRITZ IN 2010 & 15 LAST SEASON! IN HIS 19th EPCR SEASON WITH TOULOUSE
Biog 3 – Confirmed last week 
WON 63rd FRANCE CAP IN 2019 WORLD CUP QF; 2 TRIES IN QUARTER-FINAL v RACING IN 2019
Remember Round 1 2018/19…Bath in Oct was 250th start in all comps for Toulouse; KNOCKED BALL OUT OF BURNS’ HANDS; 2011 WORLD CUP FINALIST
This Season
4 tries in 16 Top 14 apps 
Last Season
3 tries in 16 starts in all comps (v Pau, Castres & Perp)
2019/20
6 Top 14 apps; Try v Clermont 
2018/19
Minor quad injury kept him out at start of season, TRY IN WIN v BATH & 2 TRIES IN WIN v LEINSTER IN OCTOBER; 9th Champions Cup QF, 3rd Champions Cup SF (all v Leinster); Signed new 2-year contract in October
2017/18
18 Top 14 apps (16 starts, 8 tries); 2 EPCR apps (2 starts, 0 tries)
Club Career
282 previous Top 14 games (237 starts, 90 tries)
82 previous EPCR apps (68 starts, 23 tries)
3 previous Challenge Cup games (3 starts, 0 tries) – all Tls
Played in 3 Champions Cup finals, won in 2010 & 2021
Started the 2010-11 Top 14 season in spectacular fashion scoring the fastest try in league history since 2005 after 18s v La Rochelle.
Joined Toulouse in 2000 but had to wait 4 years to break into 1st team
International Career
63 France caps (14 tries, 73 pts) - Debut v Arg, Marseilles 2008, last cap v Wal (Oita) Oct 2019
Missed out on RWC 2015
Out for a year between 2012-13 with cruciate ligament injury
Scored in RWC 2011 Q/F win v Eng
Scored the match-winner in famous win v All Blacks in NZ in 2009
Age Was 35 in November (born in Toulouse, DOB 16/11/86)

Arnaud MELA (April 2017) ex Brive
Biog 1
37-YEAR-OLD, IN HIS 9th SEASON WITH BRIVE
Biog 2
JUST HIS 4th EPCR GAME IN LAST 4 SEASONS
Biog 3
RETIRING AT END OF SEASON
Commentary Notes
Just his 3rd EPCR start in the last 7 seasons (inc this campaign)! 1 this season & 1 last but 0 for 5 years before that. 
21 yellow cards in his Top 14 career (plus 6 yellows & 1 red in PRO D2)!
It was announced on March 22 that he will be leaving the club & joining Albi as forwards coach when he retires at end of this season
4 FRANCE CAPS, LAST v SCOTLAND IN 2008
This Season
15 Top 14 apps (0 tries) & 2 in Challenge Cup (0 tries)
Last Season
22 Top 14 apps (0 tries)
Club Career
213 previous Top 14 games (5 tries) 
21 previous EPCR games (0 tries)
Was sent off on the opening day of 2012/13 season v Beziers
Has made over 200 appearances for the club since then in PRO D2, Top 14 & Europe & has been a regular every season
Signed for Brive in 2008
Made his name with Albi though between 2003 and 2008 and made over 75 appearances for the club
Began his career with Lannemezan and also played for Pau and Tours
International Career
4 France Caps (0 tries) – debut v Scotland, Murrayfield, Feb 2008
Made Test debut v Scotland in 2008 Six Nations and all of his 4 caps came in that tournament
Also played for French Barbarians v Argentina in Jun 2015
Age Was 37 in Jan (Born in Saint-Gaudens in the Haute-Garonne region, DOB 19/01/80)




Justin MELCK (25/01/14) ex Saracens, retired May 2014
Biog 1
PLAYED FOR STORMERS IN SUPER RUGBY
Biog 2
JUST 2 PREM APPEARANCES THIS SEASON
Commentary Notes
This Season
Made 50th PREM appearance on his 31st birthday v Gloucester in Jan, added to his sub app v Worcester the week before – only start was in LV in Nov
Club Career
Contract up at end of this season
On as a sub v Exeter & Leicester in Feb 2013; had suffered a knee injury at the end of 2011/12 that ruled him out for eight months
Try v Worcester in the 2011/12 LV= Cup and both his tries in 2010/11 also came in the LV
Only PREM try was v L Irish (Christmas 2009)
Spent four months with Munster in 2009/10
Played for the Stormers in Super Rugby 
Age Was 31 earlier this month (Born in Cape Town)

Maxime MERMOZ (13/10/18) ex Toulouse, retired 2020
Biog 1
3-TIME CHAMPIONS CUP WINNER WITH TOULON
Biog 2
STARTED PRO CAREER AT TOULOUSE IN 2005
Biog 3
WON TOP 14 TITLE WITH 3 DIFFERENT CLUBS
Commentary Notes
Last Season (for Newcastle)
New debut in Oct in Chall Cup; yet to start in the PREM for New
Last Season (for Toulon & Leicester)
Left Tln to join Leic for rest of season in Jan after just 8 starts in Fra; Leic debut in AW v Sar (A) & try on PREM debut as repl v Glo (H) in Feb; agreed to join New in 2017/18
2015/16  (for Toulon)
Left out of Noves’ 1st Fra squad; tries v Bve & Oyx in reg season; try in Top 14 final v Rac at Camp Nou
2014/15 (for Toulon)
Started for Fra v Arg in autumn; 21 Top 14 games - Tries v Bve, Grn, Cle & Bor 
2013/14 (for Toulon)
6 tries in 20 Top 14 games; 2 tries in 6 Champions Cup matches
Club Career
40 prev Champions Cup games (5 tries) – 0 in 3 Tls, 4 in 24 Tln, 1 in 13 Per
40 prev Challenge Cup games (0 tries) - all New
171 previous Top 14 games (142 starts, 31 tries) – 1 in 37 for Tls, 15 in 78 for Tln, 13 in 56 for Per
12 prev PREM games (6 starts, 2 tries) – 0 in 5 New, 2 in 7 Leic 
Joined Leicester in Jan 2016, agreed move to Newcastle from 2017/18
Moved to Toulon in 2012
Scored six tries in 19 Top 14 appearances in his first season for Perpignan in 2008/09
Started off at Toulouse before moving to rivals Perpignan in 2008
Part of three Top 14 winning teams in 2008 (Toulouse), 2009 (Perpignan) and Toulon (2014)
Made Toulouse debut v Bourgoin in Dec 2005
International Career
35 France caps (3 tries) - debut v Australia in Brisbane in July 2008, last cap v England (A) Mar 2015
Missed France’s 2010 Six Nations Grand Slam through injury
Won the U21 World Championship in 2006
Age Was 32 in July (born in Epinal, near Nancy in Eastern France; DOB 28/07/86)


Frederic MICHALAK (10/01/16) ex Toulon, joined Lyon Jul 2016
Biog
MAKING HIS 1st APPEARANCE THIS SEASON
Biog 2
5-TIME CHAMPIONS CUP WINNER
Commentary Notes
1st appearance since suffering hamstring injury 11 mins into RWC QF v NZ
Contract at Toulon expires at the end of this season
Has made just 9 club apps in all comps in last 20 months since May 2014
Club Career
61 previous EPCR games (229 pts, 8 tries) – 52 pts in 13 for Toulon, 177 in 48 for Toulouse
Out for 6 weeks with fractured hand in May after shoulder injury kept him out until March
Played just 7 Top 14 & 2 Champions Cup games last season
5-time Champions Cup winner (2003, 2005, 2013, 2014 & 2015) – didn’t play in KO stages in 2014
Won Top 14 with Toulouse in 2001 & Toulon in 2014
Joined Toulon in summer 2012
Played in the Super Rugby final in 2012 but the Sharks lost to the Chiefs 37-6
Spent another season at the Sharks 2011-12 & left Toulouse just before their Top 14 final in 2011
Returned to Toulouse after 1 Super Rugby season & stayed until 2011 but was troubled by injuries
Became 3rd French player to win the Currie Cup, after Olivier Roumat and Thierry Lacroix, in 2008
Moved to South Africa after the World Cup to play for the Sharks
Made debut for Toulouse in 1998 & made over 100 appearances for them before leaving in 2007
International Career
77 Fra Caps (436 pts, 10 tries) - debut v Rsa, Paris, Nov 2001
Retired after RWC 2015 having been forced off injured just 11 mins into QF v NZ
Played in 3 RWCs in 2003, 2007 & 2011
Became Fra’s record points scorer v Eng in Paris in Sep 2015
Also holds record for longest Fra career at 14 years
Fra’s most capped fly half, only Sella, Blanco & Traille have more Fra caps as a back
Has scored France record 136 World Cup pts, passed Thierry Lacroix’s mark during Canada game
16 RWC apps (136 pts, 2 tries) – played in two 3rd place play-offs, losing both
Started with Morgan Parra for first time in 2 ½ years since v Nzl in RWC QF
Miscellaneous
Has appeared in Nike & Levis ads
Age Was 33 in Oct (16/10/82, born in Toulouse)
Drew MITCHELL (02/05/15) ex Toulon, retired Jun 2017
Biog
TRY v LEICESTER AT WELFORD RD IN DECEMBER
Biog 2
30 TRIES IN 63 TESTS FOR AUSTRALIA
Biog 3
WON 3 OF HIS 5 TESTS HERE FOR AUSTRALIA
Commentary Notes
Now eligible to play here v England in October….last cap v Wales Dec 2012
Scored a try in defeat v England in 2005 here
This Season
1 try in Champs Cup
6 Top 14 tries this season
Last Season
4 tries in 19 Top 14 apps
1 try in 8 Champions Cup games, v Leinster
Club Career
13 previous EPCR games (2 tries) – all for Toulon
Signed two-year deal with Toulon in 2013
four years at the Waratahs 2010-13
Joined new franchise Western Force in 2007
Played for the Reds in Super Rugby 2004-06
International Career
63 Australia caps (30 tries) – debut v South Africa (Sydney) Jul 2005, last cap v Wales Dec 2012
10 tries in 8 World Cup games (7 in 2007, second in try scoring charts to Habana)
Ex-Australia Sevens & Schools
Miscellaneous
Captained Queensland U19s
Age Was 31 in March (born in Liverpool, NSW, Aus; DOB 26/03/84)


Matekitonga MOEAKIOLA (01/09/15) ex Castanet
Age: 37	DoB: 16/05/78, Tongatapu (Tga)
Ht: 1.85m (6ft 1in)  Wt: 120kg (18st 13lbs)
International Career
31 Usa Caps (5 pts, 1 try) - debut v England, Lens (Fra), Sep 2007 (repl)
- Only 3 men have been older Usa players
- Will just fall a few days short of breaking fellow prop Fred Paoli’s record for oldest US player in a World Cup match (even if they get to the final!!)
- Try on Test debut remains his only score, it came in Usa’s 2007 World Cup opener, when he made acquaintance with messrs Sheridan & Vickery
World Cup Record
7 appearances (5 pts, 1 try) across 2 tournaments (2007-11) W1 L6
Club Career
- Plays for Castanet in the French third-tier, Federale 1, for a 2nd season this term having had previous spells in that league for Nevers & Bobigny
- Joined Albi in 2009 & had one season with them in the Top 14 (finished bottom)
Miscellaneous
- Also known as Mate Moeakiola 
Shane MONAHAN (30/11/14) ex Gloucester, joined Munster Jul 2015, retired Dec 2015
Biog 1
7 TRIES IN 5 PREVIOUS GAMES v LONDON IRISH 
Biog 2
1st PREM GAME THIS SEASON 
Commentary Notes
3 v L Irish in PREM in May 2014 & 4 in a 2012/13 Challenge Cup tie
This Season
Started both LV games in Nov – his only previous matches this season
Last Season
Shoulder injury in pre-season match v Toulon ruled him out for 3 months & then out after starting v Leicester in late Nov; 2 tries v Perpignan (A) in Jan; 3 tries v L Irish (H) & 1 v Worcester (A) in May
Club Career
Try in 2013 Amlin Cup quarter-final defeat v Stade Francais (scored 4 v L Irish in Amlin that season)
Yellow card v Quins in Nov 2012
Helped Gloucester reach the 2012 PREM 7s Finals
Joined Gloucester in 2012
11 tries for Rotherham in 2011/12
Ex-Leinster Academy and Connacht wing – just the second Irishman to play for Gloucester (after former scrum-half Mike Prendergast)
International Career
Former Ireland U20 international (won 2007 Grand Slam)
Age Will be 28 in April

Jean MONRIBOT (14/10/18) ex Toulon, joined Bayonne Jul 2019
Biog 1
MADE CHAMPIONS CUP DEBUT IN JANUARY 2007
Biog 2
3rd CHAMPIONS CUP APPEARANCE
Biog 3
1st START THIS SEASON
Commentary Notes
TURNED 31 ON THURSDAY 
Biog 1 – For Agen against Edinburgh, only played 1 other game at this level since!
This Season
Off bench 4 times in Top 14
Club Career
2 previous Champions Cup games (0 tries) 
16 previous Challenge Cup games (3 tries)
137 previous Top 14 games (11 tries)
Joined Toulon in 2017
Signed for Bayonne in 2013 
Began pro career with Agen in 2006
International Career
Uncapped 
Age WAS 31 ON THURSDAY (born in, DOB 11/10/87)


Ugo MONYE (08/05/15)
Biog 1
76th & FINAL PREM GAME AT THE STOOP
Biog 2
TRY IN WIN v BATH HERE 2 YEARS AGO
Biog 3
87 TRIES IN 240 PREVIOUS GAMES FOR QUINS
Commentary Notes
Won 50 of the previous 75 PREM games he has played at The Stoop – only Easter (77th today) has appeared in more PREM games at The Stoop
This Season
Tore groin v L Irish in Rd 1 (try), returned as sub v Newcastle just before Xmas
Last Season
18 starts (also 1 as a  sub) in all games – ruled out due to injury from end of March to start of May -before scoring at Exeter in May his last try in any game for Quins was v Bath in Apr 2013; try in semi-final v Saracens
Records
Joint-holder of Quins record for PREM tries (50) with Brown & PREM games (165) with Easter; 87 tries in all games for Quins
Club Career
165 previous PREM games (50 tries) – all for Quins
42 previous EPCR games (12 tries) – all for Quins
Passed 200 games for Quins during 2012/13
Won the PREM with Harlequins in 2012
Try in 2012 v Wasps & 2013 v Bath at The Stoop both came on his birthday
Missed three months before Xmas 2010 and two months in 2011/12 due to injury
Made Quins debut v Wasps in 2002
Signed a new deal in Dec 2012  – contract up at end of season
International Career
16 caps - 14 England & 2 Lions – Eng debut v Pacific Islanders (H) Nov 2008, Lions debut v SA 2009 last cap v Fiji (Nov 2012 – try), one before that was v Scotland at Murrayfield in Mar 2010; played in both the Saxons games in 2012 and went on the  England tour to SA (played v SA Barbarians North) but was overshadowed by the likes of Wade and May
Miscellaneous
Nigerian parentage…Speedy family…Monye has clocked 10.6 for 100m, cousin Jude ran for Nigeria in the 400m at the 1996 Olympics and sister Chinedu was an English schools 200m silver medallist
Age Was 32 last month (born in Islington, North London; DOB 13/04/83)
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Lewis MOODY
71 England caps and 3 for the Lions
Won 7 PREM titles with Leicester
Retired in March 2012 due to a shoulder injury
Joined Bath in 2010 but only made 15 appearances in two seasons due to England calls and injuries (eye in autumn 2010 and knee ligaments in early 2011)
Led Bath once, in what was to turn out to be his final game of professional rugby (v Worcester in November 2011 – live on ESPN)
14 years with Leicester, also played in the 2002 Heineken Cup final triumph v Stade Francais
England debut: v Canada 2001 (during Lions tour, with Back, Dallaglio and Hill unavailable)
Played in three World Cups, including two finals; appeared in every match during the 2003 triumph
Led England for the first time v France 2010, retained the armband for the tour to Australia and New Zealand and was skipper for the victory v the Wallabies in Sydney
Toured NZ with the Lions in 2005 (two Tests) – his other Lions cap was v Argentina before the tour
Was the first England player to be sent off at Twickenham after fighting with Leicester team-mate Alesana Tuilagi in 2005.
Ruptured an achilles tendon in the 2008 Six Nations opener v Wales, subsequent hip surgery ruled him out for the rest of that year and then broke his ankle early in 2009
Helped coach Bermuda to the Caribbean Championship earlier this year and entry into the next stage in World Cup 2015 qualifying after being invited by an old school friend based on the Caribbean island; has hinted that he would like to move into coaching
Will be 35 in June

Ben MOON (20/02/22) ex Exeter, retired Jun 2023
Biog 1
Only player to make 200 PREM apps for Exeter
Biog 2
Out for 2 months last season (neck)
Biog 3
Won 8 England caps in 2018/19
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Hit the landmark v Sale at beginning of Oct; Broke Steenson’s Exeter PREM apps record when he came on in 2021 SF v Sale
Made Exeter debut in October 2008 v Sedgley Park (H); he is now the last of the “originals”
Biog 3 – Debut at age of 29 v RSA in Nov 2018; only Test missed before RWC warm-ups was Ire (A) 
1st PREM try v Gloucester in May 2017 in 126th game – Only Will Collier had to wait longer
Last Season
14th season with Exe, 6th PREM PO (W6), 6th PREM final
2019/20
Try v Was (H) Nov; YC v Sal (A, Cmps Cup) Dec; 5th PREM PO, 1st Cmps Cup Final (repl), 5th PREM final
2018/19
1st career YC Mar v Har; Try v Nor (H,R22) May; 4th PREM PO & 4th final
2017/18
Played in Rds 1-6 (3 as repl), missed Rd 7; missed Rds 12 & 13; 2nd PREM try Apr v Lir; 3rd PREM PO (repl), 3rd PREM final (repl, 150th PREM app)
2016/17
Only PREM game missed Bth (H) in Oct (missed 3 games in Oct); 1st PREM try May v Glo; 2nd PREM PO & 2nd PREM final
2015/16
100th PREM game in Mar; Only missed 2 PREM games (both v Leicester), 17 starts; 1st PREM PO & final
2014/15
Started or a sub in every PREM game apart from L Irish (H) in Oct until the end of Feb – missed Bath (H, Feb) & L Welsh (A, Mar) games
2013/14
13 starts and 8 sub apps
12 straight PREM between Nov and April
Club Career
207 previous PREM games (105 starts, 6 tries, 1YC) – all Exe
44 previous Champions Cup games (22 starts, 1 try, 1YC) – all Exe
14 previous Challenge Cup games (11 starts, 1 try, v New Dec 2010) – all Exe
Born in Tiverton, recruited from Cullompton to the Exeter Academy – as Devon as clotted cream!
International Career
8 England caps (4 starts, 0 tries) – debut v Rsa (H) Nov 2018, last cap v Sco (H) Mar 2019 
1st Test start in 2nd cap  v New Zealand
Ex-England U16, U18 & U20
Age Will be 33 in July (born in Tiverton, Devon; DOB 14/07/89)



Nils MORDT (01/05/16) ex Saracens, retired May 2016
Biog 1
MADE 1st PREM STARTS SINCE OCT 2013 IN MARCH
Biog 2
ONLY PREM TRY FOR SARACENS IN SEP 2012
Biog 3
YELLOW CARD v LEICESTER IN MARCH
Commentary Notes
This Season
Repl v Gloucester in Oct, unused sub v Bath (H) in Jan, repl v Wasps & Sale in Feb; 1st PREM start since Oct 2013 & 1st PREM start at Allianz Park in Mar v Saints – kicked the ball out with Sarries trailing!
Last Season
4 repl apps in PREM
2013/14
6 apps in PREM, just 1 start
5 apps in LV= Cup; played for Bedford in Championship
Club Career
94 previous PREM games (3 tries, 34 pts) - 1 try (11 pts) in 33 for Saracens, 0 pts 8 for Quins, 0 pts in 1 for Northampton, 2 tries (23 pts) in 52 for London Irish
Played at full-back, centre & fly-half for Sarries
Coached Sarries to 2011 PREM 7s final (runners up to Newcastle)
Joined Sarries in 2010
Played for Quins 2009-10
Made one replacement appearance for Northampton in 2008 – sum total of his Saints career
London Irish 2003-08
International Career
England Sevens & Saxons
Miscellaneous
Zimbabwe-born Nephew of Ray Mordt, a legend of SA rugby – 18 caps (1980-84) incl. v 1980 Lions and then Wigan RL
Went to school in the Newlands area of Cape Town
Age Was 32 in December (Born in Harare, Zimbabwe; DOB 05/12/83)

Ben MORGAN (06/05/23) ex Gloucester, final game of career
Biog 1
Final game of professional rugby
Biog 2
Out for 4 months last season (knee)
Biog 3
31 England caps, last in 2015 World Cup 
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Retires after today’s game at age of 34 after 11 seasons with Gloucester
Biog 2 – Knee op after inj v Bri (H) in Dec 2021, just 10 PREM starts since (including today); back from long-term leg injury in February 2021 after a year out 
23 PREM TRIES, ONLY JAMES FORRESTER (27) MORE IN PREM AS A GLO FORWARD
STARTED MORE PREM GAMES AT NO.8 FOR GLOUCESTER THAN ANYONE ELSE IN THEIR HISTORY
PREM CAPTAINCY RECORD: PL2 W1 L1
Last Season 
1st PREM start at lock in 100th PREM start Sep, 5 PREM tries (& hat-trick in PREM Cup)
2019/20 
8th season with Glo; new deal; tries v Har & Wor in Dec
2018/19 
try v Mun (A) Oct; try v Exe (A, HCC) Dec; try v Exe (H) & 2T/MoM v Sar (H) Feb; 1st PREM PO 
2017/18 
Try v Exe (H) Rd 1, out 6 wks, try v Age (H) Oct; YC v Con (A) in Mar; repl in 1st Chall Cup final
2016/17 
Try v Exe (A) Oct; new deal (link w/ Exe) & try v Sar (A) Nov; missed 2 PREM games; 252 PREM carries
2015/16
try & YC v Leic (H) in Jan, try v Har (H) in Feb, try v Dra (H) in Chall Cup QF in Apr
2014/15
MoM in win v Leic (H) in Oct; new contract; Try v Exe in Jan, broke leg v Sar in Jan - out for season
2013/14
YC v Edi Dec; try v Ppn Jan; Jan v Sar only home start after Dec (all comps) – due to 6N & selection 
2012/13
1st PREM try v Lir (A) Sep; 1st PREM YC v Har (A) Nov; 3T v Lwe AW Nov; Out 2 mths (Feb-Apr) ankle
Club Career
140 previous PREM games (117 starts – 116 N8, 1 SR; 23 tries, 2 YC) – all Glo
25 previous Champions Cup games (17 sts, 3T, 1YC) – 2 in 16 (1YC) Glo, 1 in 9 (7 sts) Sca
25 previous Challenge Cup games (22 sts, 5T, 1YC) – 5 in 24 (1YC) Glo, 0 in 1 (1 start) Sca
Signed for Gloucester from the Scarlets in 2012 (DoR Nigel Davies followed him across)
Played in Wales for Merthyr, Cardiff Blues U20, Llanelli and then the Scarlets
Played for Glos sides Dursley (alongside Charlie Sharples as a youth) & Cinderford
International Career
31 England caps (5 tries) - debut in Feb 2012 v Sco (A); last cap v Aus (Twickenham), RWC 2015
RWC 2015 STARTS v FIJI & AUSTRALIA; One of the losers under Eddie Jones – never picked by him 
Repl in first 2 2014 Nov Tests (try v SA), started v Sam & Aus (2 tries)
Started 1st & 2nd Tests v Nzl, repl in the other, in Jun 2014
Scored 1st try for Eng in Arg in Jun 2013
MoM v Ire in 2012, dropped for 3rd Test in Rsa in 2012, regained place in 2012 autumn 
In Jun 2011 rejected Eng Saxons to keep options open (was due to qual for Wal in Jan 2012)
Age Was 34 in February (born in Bristol, grew up in South Glos; DOB 18/02/89)

Olly MORGAN (14/10/14)
8 PREM seasons as Gloucester full back
Finished top of regular season table twice with Gloucester
22 tries in 89 PREM games for Gloucester
won both his England caps in 2007
Club Career
89 PREM games (22 tries) – all for Gloucester – would have been far more but for frequent injuries (8 PREM seasons)
28 Euro games (6 tries) – all for Gloucester
Suffered a knee injury v Worcester in Jan 2012 – never played again (retired Oct 2013) - was sent to be treated in the US by knee expert Bill Knowles (who helped Jonny Wilkinson) 
7 PREM tries in 2008/09
Helped Gloucester finished top of regular season table twice (2006/07 & 2007/08) but never appeared in the PREM play-offs
Appeared during the triumphant EPCR Challenge Cup season in 2005/06 (didn’t play in the final)
Signed for Gloucester in 2004
International Career
2 England caps (debut v Scotland at Twickenham 2007; other v Ireland (Croke Park) 2007 – Phil Vickery was his skipper - back-line for his last cap: Morgan, Lewsey, Tindall, Andy Farrell, Strettle, Wilkinson, Ellis…Dislocated his shoulder at Croke Park
Played for England U21 in 2005 Junior World Championship
Age Was 29 earlier this month (DOB 03/11/85)

Niall MORRIS (23/05/15) ex Leicester, joined Leinster Jul 2016, retired Aug 2016
Biog 1
TRIES IN WINS v WASPS & SAINTS THIS MONTH
Biog 2
RULED OUT FOR 4 MONTHS THIS SEASON 
Biog 3
3rd PREM SEMI-FINAL
Commentary Notes
This Season
Ruptured ankle ligaments in Sep - ruled out for 4 months; returned in final Champions Cup pool game in Jan v Ulster; this is just his 6th PREM game in 7 months
Last Season
`Repeatedly dislocated` his thumb during Heineken Cup game v Ulster in Jan, had operation; Had only missed the Apr 2013 defeat at Bath & win at Gloucester in Dec 2014 in the PREM since start of March 2013 until then; returned as sub v Wasps in Apr
Club Career
51 previous PREM games (13 tries) – all for Leicester
14 previous EPCR games (3 tries) – all for Leicester
Started eight out of  last nine PREM games of 2012….before that not started in PREM since Oct 2011
2 tries on Tigers debut v Exeter in 2011; signed a new Tigers contract in Dec 2012
Try scorer in win v Maori All Blacks in Nov 2012
Moved to England after being frozen out at Leinster behind the likes of Brian O'Driscoll, Gordon D’Arcy, Luke Fitzgerald and Rob Kearney - played at centre in his Leinster days
Age Will be 27 in August (born in Dublin; DOB 08/08/88)

Brian MUJATI (02/12/16) ex Sale, joined Ospreys Jul 2017, retired May 2018
Biog
Made 100th PREM appearance in October
Biog 2
Played in 2013 PREM final for Northampton 
Biog 3
Only 10th PREM start since joining in 2015
Commentary Notes
This Season
Seasonal debut v Bat (A) in Oct 
Last Season
In the squad for every PREM game; appeared in 21 of 22 (6 starts); Try v L Irish (H) in Jan 
2014/15 (for Racing)
20 Top 14 apps but just 5 starts
5 Champions Cup apps, 2 starts
2013/14
21 Top 14 apps but just 6 starts
2 Champions Cup apps
Club Career
100 previous PREM games (7 tries, 1YC) – 1 in 23 for Sale Sharks, 6 in 77 (1YC) for Northampton
Joined Sale in 2015
Signed for Racing in 2013
Reached the Champions Cup final in 2011 & PREM final in 2013
Won the EPCR Challenge Cup with Saints in 2009	
Made 77 PREM appearances for Northampton between 2009 and 2013
Moved to the Stormers in 2008
Began his career with the Lions in Super Rugby
International Career
12 South Africa caps (0 tries) - debut v Wales (Bloemfontein) Jun 2008, last cap v England (Twickenham) Nov 2008
All 12 caps came between June and November 2008 in less than 6 months
Miscellaneous
Went to the same school in Zimbabwe as fellow South African prop Tendai “Beast” Mtawarira
Very active on his YouTube channel & owns his own beer company!
Age Was 32 in September (born in Bulawayo, Zim; DOB 28/09/84)

John MULDOON (31/03/18 - Capt) ex Connacht, retired May 2018 to become Bristol defence coach
Biog 1
RETIRING THIS SUMMER AFTER 17 YEARS WITH CONNACHT
Biog 2
50th CHALLENGE CUP START
Biog 3
323rd APPEARANCE FOR CONNACHT
Biog 4
3 PREVIOUS YELLOW CARDS THIS SEASON
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 – Plus 2 repl apps; 19 top tier apps and 2 in PO
HAS MISSED JUST 4 PRO14 GAMES IN PAST 4 SEASONS SINCE START OF 2014/15! 2 OF THOSE HAVE COME IN THIS CAMPAIGN
This Season
16 Pro14 apps (15 starts, 1 try); 4 Challenge Cup games (1 try)
Last Season
21 Pro12 apps (19 starts, 2 tries); 7 EPCR games (1 try)
2015/16
23 Pro12 apps (22 starts, 0 tries); 4 Challenge Cup games (3 tries)
Try v Enisei (A) in Nov & 2 tries v Brive (A) in Jan
2014/15
22 Pro12 starts (0 tries); 5 Challenge Cup games
2013/14
4 tries in 19 Pro12 games 
Club Career
72 previous EPCR Games (13 tries) – all for Connacht
Regained the captaincy in summer of 2014 after Craig Clarke retired after concussions
Missed much of the 2010/11 season with injury and lost the captaincy to Gavin Duffy
Was named captain by Michael Bradley ahead of 2008/09 season to replace Andrew Farley
Made his first XV debut in Celtic League in 2003/04 season
International Career
3 Ireland caps (0 tries) - debut v Canada in Vancouver in May 2009
Last cap v NZ in New Plymouth in June 2010
Played for the Wolfhounds before that as well
Miscellaneous
Played Hurling for Portumna GAA before turning pro in rugby
He is a distant relative of former New Zealand prime minister Sir Robert Muldoon
Age Was 35 in Nov (born in Portumna, DOB 30/11/82)



Aly MULDOWNEY (31/03/19) – head (played Oct 12), retired June 2020
Biog 1
1st appearance for over 2 months (knee injury)
Biog 2
Former Exeter lock
Biog 3
Signed from Grenoble this season 
Commentary Notes
Last Season
10 apps in PROD2 for Grenoble 
Club Career
39 previous PREM games (16 starts, 2 tries) – 0 in 5 Bri, 2 in 34 Exe
Joined Bristol from Connacht in 2018
Recruited by Grenoble in 2016
Signed for Connacht in 2013
Try v Gloucester in 2012/13 was one of first to go to the TMO (experiment in non-televised game)
Try in win v Sale on the opening day of 2012/13
Signed two-year-contract with Exeter in 2011, after struggling to settle in Glasgow, sought to move closer to relatives in Devon
Joined Glasgow from Moseley in 2010
International Career
Uncapped
Age Was 35 in August (born in Stafford, DOB 03/08/83)


Dean MUMM (23/03/18 – Bth v Exe)
53 PREM games for Exeter (2012-15)
Led Exeter 37 times in the PREM
Try for Exeter here in November 2013
Notes
Retired from playing at end of 2017 Super Rugby season, in 2012 was the first international from one of the `big three` southern hemisphere sides to play for the Chiefs & led them to first major trophy, the AW Cup, in 2014…he was the trailblazer for Aussies such as Salvi, Lees, Dennis, Holmes & Turner to come to the Chiefs
2017
One again…1 try in 15 Super Rugby apps
2016
1 try in 15 Super Rugby apps 
2014/15
Ruled out for 1st 2 months; tries in 3 consecutive games in Jan v Lir, Con & Bay; try v New (H) in Chall Cup QF in Apr; played in back row v Leic in Mar
Last Season
5 PREM tries…Craig Quinnell (8 for Richmond in 1998/99) is the only second row who has scored more PREM tries in a single season; agreed a new contract
Club Career
53 PREM games (all starts, 8 tries, 4YC) – all for Exe
Re-joined Waratahs in 2015, retired at end of 2017
Exeter club captain in 2013/14 & 2014/15
Picked exclusively in second row in 2013, used 6 times at blindside before turn of the year 
Maiden try was in win at Sixways in 2012/13 
Joined Exeter in 2012, The first international from one of the `big three` southern hemisphere sides to play for the Chiefs
ex-Waratahs
International Career
57 Australia caps (25 starts, 5 tries) – debut v Ire (Melbourne) Jun 2008, last cap v Eng (A) Dec 2016 
Recalled by Australia in 2015 after leaving Exeter, played in all 7 matches in 2015 World Cup (capt v Uru)
All his first 33 caps were crammed into just over two years, then there was a 5-year hiatus before winning his last 24 caps in just 15 months!
Miscellaneous
Brother, Greg, is former assistant coach of the Waratahs and also of Fiji (World Cup quarter finals in 2007). Grandad, Bill Mumm, was an All Black
Says playing in England `enhanced his rugby education` and that the refs are better than in the southern hemisphere….and he enjoyed English roast dinners!
degree in business & accounting; Arsenal fan
Age Was 34 earlier this month (born in Auckland, Nzl; DOB 05/03/84)

Isa NACEWA (12/05/18 – Champs Cup final – Capt – final game of career) ex Leinster, retired May 2018
Biog 1
13 POINTS IN WIN v RACING IN OCTOBER 2010
Biog 2
PLAYED IN 3 CHAMPIONS CUP FINAL WINS
Biog 3
NOMINATED FOR EPCR PLAYER OF THE YEAR
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 - LAST CHAMPIONS CUP GAME – bids to join Cedric Heymans (Toulouse) and Frederic Michalak (Toulouse and Toulon) in winning 4 finals
This Season
Denied entry into SA for the Southern Kings game in Sept due to visa issues
2T v Dragons in Nov. 2 starts, 1YC V Cbl in Rd 2
Started Champs Cup game v Mon and kicked a first-half conv
Last Season
Started all 8 Champs Cup games, scored 7 tries and kicked 45pts
3 tries in 13 PRO12 starts, 1 v Edi and 2 v Mun, 25pts
Passed 500 pts for Lein in win v Mun
2015/16 Season
Top Leinster try scorer with 9
4 Champions Cup apps
Club Career
112 previous PRO12/14 games (29 tries, 526 pts) – all for Lein 
57 previous Champions Cup games (56 starts, 16 tries, 164 pts) – all for Lein
3 previous Challenge Cup games (3 starts, 2 tries, 10 pts) – all for Lein
44 previous Super Rugby games (13 tries, 208 pts) – all for Blu
Re-joined Leinster having come out of retirement in 2015, signed by former head coach Matt O’Connor, and was named captain by O’Connor’s successor Leo Cullen after Kevin McLaughlin’s retirement in early season
Was “mental skills coach” at the Blues for the 2014 & 2015 Super Rugby seasons
Announced his retirement at end of 2012/13, ending with a PRO12 title triumph
2 tries in 2012 PRO12 final defeat v Ospreys
Key man as Leinster became first side to retain the Champions Cup in 2012
Leinster player of the year as they won the Champions Cup in 2011
Played at full back in 2009 Champions Cup final win v Leicester at Murrayfield
Signed for Leinster in 2008, scored a try on debut
Won NZ NPC title in 2007 with Auckland & was named player of the tournament
International Career
1 Fiji cap (0 tries) – v Scotland (Sydney) Nov 2003 (World Cup)
International career lasted two minutes!!
Age Will be 36 in July (born in Auckland, Nzl; DOB 22/07/82)

Giorgi NEMSADZE (07/10/15 – Geo v Nam) ex Tarbes, ex Bristol, joined Ospreys Jul 2018
Age: 31	DoB: 26/09/84, Kutaisi (Geo)
Ht: 1.94m (6ft 4ins)  Wt: 111kg (17st 7lbs)
International Career
53 Geo Caps (45 pts, 9 tries) – try on debut v Chi, Tbilisi, Nov 2005
- Won his 50th cap in 16-15 loss v Can at Esher in Sep
- Only 5 forwards have score more tries for Georgia
- Has started in 31 of his 53 Tests
World Cup Record
3 appearances (2 starts) - 1 in 2011 – came off the bench in 25-7 loss v Arg - 2 in 2015
2014/15 Season
17 appearances in PRO D2
Club Career
- Joined Tarbes in 2012 & has made 68 appearances in PRO D2 (5 tries)
- Had spells with Massy (2009/10), Montauban (2010/11) & Valence d’Agen (2011/12) in Federale 1
- Played for AIA Kutaisi in the Georgia Championship before signing for Domont in Federale 1 in 2007
Miscellaneous
- Switched to rugby from handball when he was younger




Craig NEWBY (26/05/12) ex Leicester due to knee injury Sep 2012
Biog 1
LED THE TIGERS IN THE 2011 PREM FINAL 
Commentary Notes
Skipper in final v Saracens as Murphy was injured, but the Kiwi failed in his bid to become first non-British or Irish player to lead a side to victory in his 3rd PREM final
Newby was ruled out this season with a knee injury until February; made three sub appearances before starting v Worcester in March (1st start since 2011 final)
Played for Newcastle in 2002/03 (made just five appearances) ; 4th season with the Tigers since joining from the Highlanders
His only PREM try in the last two seasons came against Northampton in January 2011 
Comes from the same town in NZ as Dylan Hartley (Rotorua), used to live on a farm 
Keen cricketer; Will be 33 in July

Takudzwa NGWENYA (01/09/15) ex Biarritz
Age: 30 	DoB: 22/07/85, Harare (Zim)
Ht: 1.78m (5ft 10ins)  Wt: 93kg (14st 9lbs)
International Career
32 Usa Caps (60 pts, 12 tries) - debut v England, Lens (Fra), Sep 2007
- Played against Samoa, Japan & Australia this year without scoring a try
- Last try for Usa was v Fiji in Vannes (Fra) in Nov 2014
- Try less in 3 2011 World Cup games v Ireland, Russia & Italy
- Played as an amateur at the 2007 World Cup & made headlines when he outpaced Bryan Habana & scored a try v S Africa; also dotted down v Samoa
- Ex-USA Sevens
World Cup Record
7 appearances (10 pts, 2 tries) across 2 tournaments (2007-11) W1 L6
Club Career
- Suffered relegation with Biarritz in 2013/14, having scored 50 tries in 152 Top 14 games
- Champions Cup finalist in 2010, won Challenge Cup in 2012
- 80-metre try in Champions Cup QF win v Ospreys in April 2010, leaving Shane Williams in his wake & scored a hat-trick against them in 2011/12
- Signed for Biarritz after the 2007 World Cup 
Takudzwa NGWENYA (April 2017) ex Brive
Biog 1
WON CHALLENGE CUP WITH BIARRITZ IN 2012
Biog 2
4 TRIES IN 5 CHALLENGE CUP STARTS THIS SEASON
Biog 3
TRY FOR BIARRITZ v BATH IN JANUARY 2011
Commentary Notes
Try v Worc (A) in Oct, 2 tries v Enisei (H) in Dec & try v Dragons (H) in Jan 
Biog 3 - Try in 26-19 home win for Biarritz v Bath in Jan 2011
Faced Bath twice with Biarritz in 2010/11 Heineken Cup pool stage
PLAYED IN 3 RUGBY WORLD CUPS
This Season
9 Top 14 apps (7 starts, try v Pau (H) in Nov & Bayonne (A) in Jan) & 6 in Challenge Cup (5 starts, 4 tries)
Club Career
161 previous Top 14 games (155 starts, 52 tries) 
51 previous EPCR games (48 starts, 24 tries)
Joined Brive in 2016 
Played for San Diego Breakers in USA PRO Rugby in 2016 (6 apps, tries home & away v Sacramento)
Suffered relegation with Biarritz in 2013/14
Champions Cup finalist in 2010, won Challenge Cup in 2012
80-metre try in Champions Cup QF win v Ospreys in April 2010, leaving Shane Williams in his wake 
SCORED 6 TRIES IN 26 TOP 14 GAMES IN 2012/13
Signed for Biarritz after the 2007 World Cup on a two-year deal
Nearly joined Saracens on trial in 2007 after being offered a 1-month deal by Eddie Jones but got a better offer from Biarritz!
Did the 100m in around 10.5s and began playing for USA at sevens
Played for Plano Rugby Club in Texas initially before playing for Dallas Athletic
International Career
36 USA Caps (65 pts, 13 tries) - debut v England, Lens (Fra), Sep 2007; last cap v Italy in Jun 2016
10 RWC apps (3 tries); Played in 3 RWCs (2007, 2011 & 2015)
Played as an amateur at the 2007 World Cup & made headlines when he outpaced Bryan Habana & scored a try v S Africa; also dotted down v Samoa
Former USA 7s international
Has also played for the Barbarians
Miscellaneous
Graduated from High School in Zimbabwe in 2003 and move to America
Age Was 31 in Jul (Born in Harare in Zimbabwe, DOB 22/07/85)





Carlos NIETO (12/05/13) ex Saracens, retired 2013
Biog 1
5th PREM SEMI-FINAL APPEARANCE
Biog 2
OLDEST SARACENS FORWARD TO PLAY IN THE PREM
Commentary Notes
3rd semi for Sarries; semi-final at Leicester in 2012 was his 100th PREM game; On the winning side for Glos in 2007 Semi v Saracens (lost final to Leicester); also appeared for Glos in 2008 SF defeat by Leicester
Would extend his record to 37 years and 14 days today… Paul Turner (39) is the only older man to have appeared for the club 
If he scores a try today he would be Saracens’ oldest ever PREM try scorer (breaking Philippe Sella’s mark)… Nieto toppling a Sella try scoring record – who would have thought!
Retires at the end of the season
Only missed one PREM game in 2011 Sale (away) on January 2…28 starts in 34 outings in 2010/11; more regularly seen on the bench now – just four starts so far this season
34 Italy caps, last v France in March 2009 - Never played in the World Cup
Joined Saracens in 2009 from Gloucester; missed the 2010 PREM final
Was 37 last month

Folau NIUA (01/09/15) ex USA Sevens
Age: 30 	DoB: 27/01/85, East Palo Alto, California (Usa)
Ht: 1.83m (6ft 0ins)  Wt: 89kg (14st 1lb)
International Career
15 Usa Caps (28 pts, 1 try) - debut v Canada, Charleston, Aug 2013 (repl)
- Only start this year was v Tonga in Toronto in Jul (kicked 3 pens)
- Only Test try v Romania in Nov 2014
- Kicked 4 penalties in draw v Uruguay in World Cup play-off 1st leg in Montevideo in March 2014
- Test debut was a World Cup qualifier
- Ex- USA Sevens, Bronze medal in the Pan American Games in 2011
World Cup Record
Yet to Play or copy on performance
Club Career
- In February 2014, signed for Glasgow Warriors, but was released at the end of that season
- Won a Rugby Super League title with San Francisco Golden Gate
- Began career with the East Palo Alto Razorbacks, won a Division II National Championship in 2009  


Jamie NOON (20/02/14 – STUDIO GUEST)
37 tries in 168 PREM Games for Newcastle
Club record 7 PREM tries for Newcastle v Wasps
38 England caps
Club Career
168 PREM games (37 tries, 185 pts) – all for Newcastle Falcons
68 EPCR games (18 tries) – 2 in 15 in Champions Cup (2 in 11 for Newcastle, 0 in 4 for Brive), 16 in 53 in Challenge Cup (16 in 48 for Newcastle, 0 in 5 for Brive)
66 Top 14 games (5 tries) – all for Brive
Played for Tulle in French Federale 1 (level 3) in 2013/14
Relegated from Top 14 with Brive in 2011/12
Left Newcastle in 2010 to join Brive
Joined Newcastle Falcons in 1998-99, helped them win the English Cup in 2001 and 2004 
International Career
38 England caps (7 tries) - debut in Canada in 2001 (during Lions tour) in the same match as Ben Kay made his bow; last cap v Italy in 2009 Six Nations
Man of the Match award v Ireland in 2008
2007 World Cup v USA & SA but knee injury ended tournament, replaced in squad by Toby Flood
Hat-trick of tries v Scotland in 2005
Appeared in 2003 World Cup warm-up games v Wales and France, not selected in tournament squad
Member of the first England Sevens side to win in Hong Kong in 2002
Won 2004 Churchill Cup with England Saxons
England U21 & England Students
Age Will be 36 in May (born in Goole, Yorkshire; DOB 09/05/79)

Ben NUTLEY (14/04/18) ex Northampton, joined Coventry Jul 2018, retired Jun 2021
Biog 1
Made 1st PREM start for 15 months in Round 18
Biog 2
Try in AW Cup win v Sale in January
Biog 3
Leaves Saints after 8 years next month
Commentary Notes
Biog 3 – Destination unknown…
This Season
Seasonal debut as repl v Glo (H) in AW & started 1st game for Saints at No.8 v New (H) in Nov; started v Leicester in Dec
Last Season
1st appearance (and start) of season v Saracens in Champs Cup QF; loaned to Moseley in Championship in Feb/Mar; only PREM apps as repl in final 3 games
2014/15
Played in both AW games & started v Exe (H) & L Welsh (A, try) in Nov; started defeat v Sal (A) in Jan, played v Leic in May; 5 Championship apps on loan at Moseley
2013/14
Repl v Sar, L Irish, New, Wor, New again & Glo
Club Career
44 previous PREM games (13 starts, 2 tries) – all for Nor
9 previous EPCR games (2 tries) – all for Nor
Repl in 2013 PREM final was one of just 7 PREM apps in 2012/13….“dastardly” bad luck with selection….Had not played in the PREM before 2011/12
Joined the Saints Academy in 2010 - Signed his first full first team contract in Dec 2011
International Career
Played for England U20 in the 2012 Junior Six Nations & the Junior World Championship in South Africa
Age WAS 26 LAST SATURDAY (born in Luton; DOB 07/04/92)


Sean O’BRIEN (01/05/22) ex L Irish, retired Jun 2022
Biog 1
Due to retire at the end of this season
Biog 2
Player of match in draw v Sale here this season
Biog 3
Try for B&I Lions v New Zealand in 2017
Commentary Notes
Won 2 Champions Cup finals with Leinster (2011 & 2012), lost to Saracens in 2019
Biog  3 – 1st Test in Auckland, started all 3 games in that series
Underwent four operations in his final 12 months with Leinster! Ruled out from April until October 2018, Nov 2018 - Jan 2019 and almost the entire 2019/20 season
PREM captaincy record: PL1 L1
8 CAREER YELLOW CARDS FOR LEINSTER
2018/19 
Only 5 starts (all comps); signed 3-year deal to join L Irish 
2017/18 
Picked up a calf injury v Edinburgh in Sept; just 2 PRO14 starts (v Edinburgh & Ulster)
2016/17
Ruled out for 1st 6 weeks; Seasonal debut v Montpellier (A) in Oct; try v Nor (A) & Nor (H) in Dec; try v Zeb (H) in Jan; 50th Test cap (Ire/Lions) in Mar v Wal
2015/16
Banned from World Cup QF v Argentina after being cited for off-the-ball punch to ribs of France lock Pascal Pape in Ireland’s final Pool game
2014/15
Skipper in opening day defeat at Glasgow Warriors; shoulder surgery ruled him out for 4 months; played for Irish Wolfhounds v Saxons & in 4 of Ireland's 6N games - 2 tries & MoM v Sco in Mar 
2013/14
Only 5 PRO12 & 3 EPCR games
Club Career
22 previous PREM games (11 starts – 6 Fl, 5 N8; 0 tries, 1YC) – all Lir
54 previous EPCR games (44 starts, 11 tries, 2YC) – 0 in 3 Lir, 11 in 51 (43 sts) Lein
75 previous PRO12 games (8 tries, 6YC) – all Lein
Try in 2012 Champions Cup final win v Ulster at Twickenham, also played in 2011 final win & 2013 Challenge Cup final victory
Leinster debut: 2008/09
International Career
61 caps (OVERALL TEST CAREER)
56 Ireland (49 starts, 7 tries) – debut v Fji (H) Nov 2009, last cap v Wal (A) Mar 2019 
5 Lions (4 starts,1 try) (v Aus 2013, NZ 2017)
Try for Lions v NZ short-listed for IRPA Try of the Year
Publicly criticised Lions coaching team after 2017 NZ tour
2014 & 2015 6N triumphs
Remarkably started v France (H) Feb 2015 after just one game back from shoulder surgery for Irish Wolfhounds v Saxons; Played in 2011 World Cup
Age Was 35 on Valentine’s Day (born in Dublin, Ire; DOB 14/02/87) 

Donncha O’CALLAGHAN (25/02/18 - Capt) ex Worcester, retired May 2018
Biog 1
Only missed 3 PREM games across 3 seasons
Biog 2
Left Munster in 2015 after 17 seasons
Biog 3
Yellow card in defeat here in February 2016
Commentary Notes
Is appearing on a cooking programme called The Restaurant on TV3 in Ireland at the moment and has been presenting The Clubhouse on TV3 this weekend around the Six Nations
ONLY PROP TONY WINDO (39) OLDER STARTER IN THE PREM FOR WORCESTER THAN O’CALLAGHAN (WHO WILL BE 39 ON MARCH 24); STRINGER OLDEST PLAYER
PREM captaincy record: PL21 W7 L14 (only Pat Sanderson – 104 – has led Wor more in the PREM)
Biog 1 - Only PREM games missed since joining in 2015: Sar at Twickenham in 2017/18 Rd 1, Bri on 2017 Boxing Day, New (A) in Apr 2017
Biog 2 - Won Champions Cup with Munster in 2006 & 2008
Biog 3 - 3 yellow cards & 1 red in 2015/16; 10 yellows in PRO12 & 6 in Europe
Last Season
Only PREM games missed: Sar (Twickenham) in Rd 1 & Bri (A) Boxing Day; New (A) in Apr; Capt since Rd 14
2015/16
YC v Sal in Oct, Red card v Leicester (H) for 2 YC offences in Dec; Try in defeat v Bth (H) in Feb; played in every PREM game (20 starts & 2 repl); 4th most tackles in PREM (175) – top non-back row
2014/15 (for Munster)
17 PRO12 appearances
Club Career
56 previous PREM games (53 starts, 1 try, 4YC, 1RC) – all for Wor 
156 previous PRO12 games (3 tries) – all for Mun
102 previous EPCR games (5 tries) – 3 for Wor, 99 for Mun
Joined Worcester in 2015 on a 2-year deal
Signed a new Munster contract until June 2016 in Nov 2013 but left a year early
241st Munster cap v Zebre off the bench in Feb 2014, overtaking Ronan O’Gara’s record
Became the 9th Munster player to reach 200 caps in April 2012
Champions Cup winner in 2006 & 2008
Won the Celtic League title in 2003, 2009 & 2011
Made his Munster debut all the way back in Sep 1998
International Career
98 caps 
94 Ireland (1 try) - debut v Wales in Cardiff in 2003
4 Lions in 2005 & 2009 
Was part of Ireland’s U19 World Championship winning team alongside Brian O’Driscoll and the likes of Paddy Wallace as well
Miscellaneous
Has been an ambassador for UNICEF since 2009, visited Haiti, S Africa, Zimbabwe, Lebanon & Syria
His autobiography is called ‘Joking Apart’
Age Will be 39 in March (born in Cork, Ire; DOB 24/03/79)

Paul O’CONNELL (17/11/15) joined Toulon 2015, retired 2016
Biog
14 SEASONS WITH MUNSTER
Biog 2
CHAMPIONS CUP WINNER IN 2006 & 2008
Biog 3
YELLOW CARD v GLASGOW LAST MONTH
Commentary Notes
Last Season
1 try in 8 Heineken Cup apps – try v Toulouse in 47-23 QF win
9 Pro12 apps
Signed a new 2-year contract until June 2016 in Jan 2014
Club Career
82nd EPCR game (10 tries) – all for Munster
81 PRO12 games (7 tries) – all for Munster
Won Heineken Cup in 2006 and 2008, Celtic League in 2003, 2009 and 2011 and Celtic Cup in 2005
Has never played more than 9 Pro12 games in a single season
Succeeded now coach Anthony Foley as Munster captain in Jul 2007 but stood down in Aug 2012 to be replaced by Doug Howlett
Made Munster debut in Aug 2001 v Edinburgh
International Career
103 caps (6 tries) – 96 for Ireland (6 tries) & 7 for the Lions (0 tries)
Played at 2003, 2007 and 2011 World Cups
Won Six Nations in 2009 (Grand Slam) and 2014
Made Ireland debut v Wales in 2002 Six Nations
Captained the Lions on 2009 tour to South Africa
Went on 2005, 2009 and 2013 tours - been to all three SANZAR countries
Played in same Irish Schools side as Gordon D’Arcy and same Ireland U21 side as Donncha O’Callaghan
Miscellaneous
Middle name is Jeremaiah
Was an accomplished swimmer as a youngster but chose rugby
Did 3 out of 4 years of a degree in Computer Engineering before deferring the final year
Everton fan
Was awarded the freedom of the city of Limerick in a ceremony in April 2012
Age Was 35 in October (born in Limerick; DOB 20/10/79)

Topsy OJO (07/10/17) ex L Irish, retired Jun 2019 with Exiles' record tries & apps after 16 years with the club
Biog 1
Try in defeat v Tigers here in December 2010
Biog 2
15th season with London Irish
Biog 3
5 tries in 19 previous PREM games v Tigers
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Yes, that was a long time ago…win moved Leic above Lir into 2nd place on the table!!
Biog 3 – Hasn’t had much luck in terms of results v Leic…just 3 wins & a draw 
This Season
Try v Har (Tw) in Rd 1 was 79th for Lir in all comps; only match missed New (A) in Sep
Last Season
6 tries in total (5 in Champs)
2015/16
Try v New (H) in Jan; try v Exe (H) in Feb took club record try tally to 72 (inc. 45 in the PREM)
2014/15
3 tries v Rov (H) in Oct & 1 v Rov (A) in Jan 
2013/14
Only 1 try; 3 year contract extension in Nov, testimonial season; 200th app in all games in Nov
Club Career
186 prev PREM games (170 starts, 46 tries, 230 pts) – all for Lir (club rec apps for a back & tries)
51 prev EPCR games (21 tries, 105 pts) – all for Lir
20 PREM tries at Madejski (record is Tagicakibau – 24); club rec 79 tries in all comps
Tries v Gloucester, Northampton & Exeter (Nov 2012) at the Madejski before Christmas in 2012/13
Became L Irish’s record try scorer in the pro era with 63rd v Mont-de-Marsan in Oct 2012, breaking record held by Conor O’Shea; Only PREM game not in squad in 2012/13 v Gloucester in Jan 2013
Went 21 months without missing a PREM game from May 2010 to Feb 2012 
Irish’s top try scorer in the 2010/11 PREM (10)
In contrast to 2009/10 (injured – pld  4 times), only LI player to start every PREM game in 2010/11 
PREM debut: Jan 2006
Joined the London Irish Academy in 2003
International Career
2 England caps (2 tries) - both on 2008 tour of NZ – length of the field try at Eden Park on debut
Miscellaneous
Full name is Temiptope Ojo (of Nigerian descent)
Liverpool fan; doing a business degree
Age Was 32 in July (born in Tottenham, London; DOB 28/07/85)

Tomas O’LEARY (20/01/17) ex-Montpellier, retired 2017
Biog 1
WON CHAMPIONS CUP WITH MUNSTER IN 2006 & 2008
Biog 2
SIGNED FROM MUNSTER IN OCTOBER
Biog 3
JUST HIS 5th APPEARANCE THIS SEASON
Commentary Notes
49th Champions Cup appearance today
Made his Montpellier debut v Leinster in Round 2 the day after his 33rd birthday
He arrived in Montpellier from Munster on Sat 15 Oct & heard the news of Anthony Foley’s death on the Sun – he flew back for funeral on Fri 21 Oct & then back to France to make his debut on Sun 23 Oct 
Rassie Erasmus opted to use Cathal Sheridan ahead of him so he looked for opportunities elsewhere
This Season
2 starts in Top 14 & 2 repl apps in Champs Cup 
Last Season
11 PRO12 apps (8 starts) & 5 in Champs Cup (all as repl) 
2014/15
Named London Irish’s defence leader; sent off v Wasps in Feb for stamping on James Haskell’s head at a ruck (banned for 4 weeks)
Club Career
56 previous EPCR games (5 tries) – 48 in top tier, 8 for L Irish in Chal Cup
Signed for Montpellier as medical joker for Benoit Paillaugue in October 2016
Re-joined Munster in 2015
1st Try for L Irish v Gloucester in Sep 2012; knee injury at end of Oct 2012 ruled him out of the season
Played for Irish in the victorious PREM 7s campaign in 2012
Joined London Irish in 2012
Won Heineken Cup with Munster in 2006 (unused sub in the final) & 2008 (starting scrum-half in the final), also the Magners League in 2009 & 2011
Came through the ranks at Munster
International Career
24 Ireland caps - debut v Argentina in May 2007; last cap v England at Twickenham in Mar 2012
Was in 2009 Grand Slam squad
Was picked for the 2009 Lions tour but an ankle injury prevented him going 
Played in Ireland’s 2004 Junior World Cup side that reached the final
Miscellaneous
His Dad, Seanie O’Leary, is a legendary hurling player – Tomas won an All-Ireland junior championship with Cork before turning to rugby 
First name pronounced “Toe-marse”
Age Was 33 in October (born in Cork; DOB 22/10/83)

Wynand OLIVIER (23/11/18) ex Worcester, retired May 2019
Biog 1
Try in win at The Stoop in March 2016
Biog 2
World Cup winner with South Africa in 2007
Biog 3
Won 3 Super Rugby titles with the Bulls
Commentary Notes
Biog1 - Significant as was Worcester’s first win v Quins for11 years!
Came back after a year out with injury last month
This Season 
Repl v Sta (A) Oct 1st app for a year (all comps)
Last Season 
Ruled out for whole of Sep with hamstring inj; Inj hamstring again v Har (A) in Oct – out for season; new 1-year contract in Feb 
2016/17
Only PREM game missed Bri (A) on Boxing Day, try v Sal (H) in Sep; try v New (H) in Oct; try v Exe (A) in Nov, try v Bri (H) in Mar; try in 3 consec PREM games in Apr/May…Bth (H), New (A), Leic (H); new deal in May 2017
2015/16
Missed win v New in Nov but started all other PREM games until sitting out the final 3 games due to inj; tries v Leic, Nor & Har; new contract signed in Feb
2014/15 (for Montpellier)
4 Champs Cup apps (Try v Tls); 16 Top 14 apps (tries v Tls in Dec & Lyo in Mar)
2013/14 (for Montpellier)
Try v Cas in Rd 12, 2 tries in win v Rac in May 
Club Career
41 previous PREM games (36 starts, 10 tries) – all Wor
8 previous Champions Cup games (1 try) – all Mon
4 previous Challenge Cup games (1 try) – all Wor
34 previous Top 14 games (5 tries) - all Mon
108 previous Super Rugby games (29 tries) – all Bul
Signed for Worcester in 2015
Had a spell playing for Ricoh Black Rams in Japan in 2012 – Riki Flutey and James Haskell have also played for them
Won 3 Super Rugby titles with the Bulls (2007, 2009 & 2010)
Won the Currie Cup with the Blue Bulls in 2009
International Career
38 South Africa caps (1 try) – debut v Sco (Durban) Jun 2006, last cap v Wal (Nelspruit) Jun 2014
Won first cap for 2 years as a repl v Wales in Nelspruit in Jun 2014
Played v British and Irish Lions in final test in 2009
World Cup winner in 2007
Age Was 35 in June (born in Welkom, Rsa; DOB 11/06/83)

Rory O’LOUGHLIN (16/04/23) Ex-Exeter, retired Jun 2024
Biog 1
Starts on wing & at centre this season 
Biog 2
Won only Ireland cap in 2017 v Japan
Biog 3
Started PREM Cup final win last month
Commentary Notes
STARTED 2021 PRO14 FINAL WIN v MUNSTER AT CENTRE - Was No.23 in 2018, 2019 & 2020 finals!
This Season
Exe & PREM debut repl v Leic (H) & 1st PREM start v Wor (A) Sep, started on wing v Sal (A) Oct 
Last Season (for Leinster)
Try v Munster in  May 
2018/19 (for Leinster)
BATH IN DEC 2018 AT AVIVA WAS 50th APPEARANCE FOR LEINSTER; WAS ALSO HIS 1st EPCR START FOR ALMOST 2 YEARS - previous was 24-24 draw at Castres in Jan 2017 
STARTED CHAMPIONS CUP QUARTER-FINAL v ULSTER 
MADE HIS 50th PRO14 APPEARANCE v MUNSTER IN SEMI-FINAL
UNUSED REPLACEMENT IN CHAMPIONS CUP FINAL & PRO14 FINAL
2017/18 (for Leinster)
7 tries in PRO14; 1 CHAMPIONS CUP APP – QF v Saracens, unused on bench in Final v Racing
2016/17 (for Leinster)
PRO12 debut v Treviso in Rd 1; started at centre & wing; try v Nor (A) in Dec in Euro debut
2015/16 (for Leinster)
Played in B&I Cup
Club Career
12 previous PREM games (6 starts – 5 CEN, 1 WG; 0 tries) – all Exe 
20 previous Champions Cup games (11 starts, 3 tries) – 0 in 5 Exe, 3 in 15 (7 sts) Lein 
0 previous Challenge Cup games
83 previous PRO14/URC games (68 starts, 21 tries, 1YC) – all Lein
MADE PRO14 DEBUT v BENETTON IN SEP 2016
Leinster Academy product (wing/centre)
International Career
1 Ireland cap (0 starts, 0 tries) – debut v Jpn (Shizuoka) Jun 2017
Age Was 29 in January (born in Dublin, DOB 21/01/94)


Ronan O’MAHONY (17/11/15) ex-Munster, broken leg & dislocated ankle v Benetton Apr 2017 didn’t play again, retired Apr 2019
Biog
EPCR COMPETITION DEBUT
Commentary Notes
This Season
Try v Dragons in Nov
Last Season
5 starts in PRO12; try v Scarlets; led Munster A
Club Career
0 EPCR games
18 PRO12 games (3 tries) – all for Munster
Full back/wing
Munster debut v Dragons (A) in Apr 2012
International Career
Uncapped
Miscellaneous
Brother of team-mate Barry O’Mahony
Age Will be 26 in May (born in Limerick)

Fulgence OUEDRAOGO (09/05/22) ex Montpellier, retired Jun 2022
Biog 1
DUE TO RETIRE AT THE END OF THIS SEASON 
Biog 2
LED MONTPELLIER TO CHALLENGE CUP TITLE IN 2016
Biog 3
39 FRANCE CAPS, LAST AT 2015 WORLD CUP
Commentary Notes
Just his 2nd EPCR appearance this season
9 STARTS IN 12 TOP 14 APPEARANCES THIS SEASON
Biog 2 – Played 4 games in last year’s campaign including app off the bench in final v Leicester
336 GAMES FOR MONTPELLIER before today
Club Career
33 previous Champions Cup games (2 tries) – all Mon
20 previous Challenge Cup games (1 try) – all Mon
287 previous Top 14 games (261 starts, 18  tries) – all Mon
Made 200th appearance for Montpellier in 64-0 win v Calvisano in Dec 2015
Ruled out for 6 months with a shoulder injury in the 2013/14 season
Missed Top 14 final in 2011 after fracturing his hand in the semi-final 
Came through the youth ranks at Montpellier, made debut towards end of 2004/05 season
International Career
39 France caps (2 tries) – debut v NZ in June 2007 (1st Montpellier player to be capped by France), last cap v Canada in Oct 2015
Was called up by French 7s squad with a view to him competing for a place in the team at the Rio Olympics & played in 2015/16 World Sevens Series in Wellington
PLAYED IN 2 GAMES AT 2015 WORLD CUP 
Scored try in World Cup warm-up game v England at Twickenham in summer 2015 – 6 years after his first try v Scotland in the 2009 6 Nations
Played in 2011 World Cup
Won the World Championship with France U21 in 2006
Miscellaneous
Went to school in Montpellier with Francois Trinh Duc
Moved to France from Burkina Faso at the age of three
Cousin of MMA and UFC fighter Cheick Kongo
Age Will be 36 in July (born in Ouagadougou, capital of Burkina Faso; DOB 21/07/86)



Gareth OWEN (07/02/21) ex Newcastle, retired Jun 2021
Biog 1
Made 1st PREM app for Falcons on New Year’s Day
Biog 2
Signed from Leicester in 2019
Biog 3
Out for season after shoulder injury in Feb 2018
Commentary Notes
Biog 3 – Surgery after shoulder injury playing for Leicester v Saracens in Feb 2018
2017/18
Ruled out in Sep - Back inj ; try v Sal (H) & Wor (H) in consec games in Nov
Club Career
21 previous PREM games (15 starts, 2 tries) – 0 in 1 New, 2 in 20 (15 sts) Leic
13 previous Champions Cup games (9 sts, 2 tries) – 0 in 4 Leic, 0 in 6 Sca, 2 in 2 Osp 
0 previous Challenge Cup games 
91 previous PRO12 games (9 tries, 74 pts, 4YC, 1RC)
Signed for Newcastle in 2019
Joined Leicester in 2017
1st EPCR start v Nor in Oct 2015
Try in AW Cup v Leicester in Feb 2013
Signed for Scarlets in 2012
Missed all of 11/12 season through injury and was released by Ospreys
Played more regularly for Ospreys in 09/10 and 10/11 seasons
Played for Bridgend 2007-09 whilst also playing a handful of games for the Ospreys
Started playing for Maesteg
International Career
Uncapped
1 of 11 uncapped players surprisingly called up to Wales senior squad for summer tour of North America in 2009 – he had been playing for semi-pro Bridgend Ravens that season and they had been relegated – he had to withdraw through injury though
Wales Sevens – in 07/08 World Sevens Series
Ex-Wales U19 and U20
Miscellaneous
Played at full back, wing, centre, fly half
Age Was 32 in November (born in Maesteg, Wal; DOB 05/11/88)

David PAICE (07/10/17) RC & banned v Glo 02/12/17, ex L Irish, retired Jun 2018  more than 14 years on from making his first team debut, finished with almost 300 first team apps
Biog 1
PREM record 19 yellow cards
Biog 2
190th PREM game, broke club record this season
Biog 3
Try in defeat at Welford Road in February 2016
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – 5 more than anyone else! 3 of those 19 v Newcastle
Biog 2 – Broke Declan Danaher’s L Irish PREM apps record (187) last month
Biog 3 – Last time L Irish met the Tigers
This Season
Played in every game (2 as repl)
Last Season
Capt in Championship triumph
2015/16
3 yellows v Newcastle (H) in Jan, Worcester (H) in Feb & Exeter (H) in Feb; sent off v Grenoble in Jan, YC v Quins (A, Chall Cup QF)
Last Season
4 Yellow cards (sin-bins  in consecutive PREM games v Exeter (A) in Oct & Sale (A) in Nov, record-breaking one v Wasps in Dec, Yellow v Newcastle in Mar); try v Bath (H) in Nov; sent off v Grenoble in Jan for a head butt (banned for 3 weeks); 11th PREM season
2013/14
YC v Bath (A) in Sep; Ruled out for 10 weeks after breaking his arm v Leicester in Nov; agreed new contract; try v Wasps in Feb was 1st for over a year; missed last 6 weeks of season
Club Career
189 previous PREM games (138 starts,15 tries, rec 19 YC) – all for Lir (record PREM apps for Lir)
44 previous EPCR games (2 tries) – all for Lir
Paice has had his share of disciplinary issues…Suspended for the first three weeks of 2012/13 after a bust-up with Gloucester’s Jim Hamilton in the final game of 2011/12 and given a four-week ban in Feb 2009 after being found guilty of verbally abusing referee Tim Wigglesworth during a PREM match v Harlequins – admits that from now on he must control his temper…
Played in 2010 London Double Header and then lost his place to James Buckland, got injured mid-season in 2010/11 and then regained the No.2 shirt for the run-in (tries in three straight games in Spring 2011) started 17 PREM games last term
International Career
8 England caps (0 starts, 0 tries) - debut v Nzl (Auckland) Jun 2008, last cap v Arg (B Aires) Jun 2013
Came on as a repl v Arg in both Tests in Jun 2013
Called up by Eng in the autumn 2012 after Dylan Hartley got injured;  came on in all four Tests, including on 29th birthday v Rsa; Both his previous caps were also as a repl – on 2008 tour to NZ
Miscellaneous
Degree in construction management; Aussie roots mean that he’s a big RL fan (Brisbane Broncos); went to the same school in Brisbane as former L Irish coach Brian Smith
Age Will be 33 next month (born in Darwin, Aus; DOB 24/11/84 )


Benoit PAILLAUGUE (19/05/23) Chall Cup final win, ex Toulon, joined Montpellier Jul 2023, retired Nov 2023 to join Montpellier coaching staff
Biog 1
SIGNED FROM MONTPELLIER LAST YEAR
Biog 2
OUT FOR 7 MONTHS LAST SEASON (KNEE)
Biog 3
SLOTTED 22 OF 24 KICKS THIS SEASON (ALL COMPS, 92%)
Commentary Notes 
Biog 1– 14 seasons with Montpellier, is their all-time leading EPCR competition points scorer
Biog 2 – knee ligament injury suffered in Sep 2021 v Toulon 
Club Career
244 previous Top 14 games (152 starts, 16 tries)  
36 previous Champions Cup games (20 starts, 3 tries) 
22 previous Challenge Cup games (16 starts, 3 tries) 
Signed for Montpellier in Jan 2009
Played for Auch in PRO D2 for six months in 2008
Only played twice for Stade Francais at the beginning of his career in 2008
International Career
Uncapped
Miscellaneous
Cites Jean-Baptiste Elissalde as an inspiration
Has represented the French Barbarians
Age Will be 36 in November (born in La Rochelle, DOB 17/11/87)

Sergio PARISSE (19/05/23- Chall Cup final win) ex Toulon, retired Jun 2023
Biog 1
WON CHALLENGE CUP WITH STADE FRANCAIS IN 2017
Biog 2
MADE EPCR DEBUT 20 YEARS AGO v NEWCASTLE
Biog 3
TRY IN ROUND 1 AGAINST ZEBRE
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – also lost in final in 2011, 2013 & 2020
Biog 2 – for Treviso in Dec 2002… England had never won a World Cup at that point! 
Was due to retire at end of 2019/20 then last season but it was revealed last month that he may play on with Toulon next season! Still hopes to have a final Italy cap too
Biog 3 – 14th EPCR try
2021/22
Try v Stade Francais in Sep
2020/21
Try v Stade Francais in Dec
2019/20
Started in Challenge Cup final loss 32-19 to Bristol
Club Career 
253 previous Top 14 games (218 starts, 42 tries, 4YC, 5RC) 
44 previous Champions Cup games (39 starts, 6 tries) 
40 previous Challenge Cup games (31 starts, 8 tries) 
Joined Toulon on 1-year deal for 2019/20 and extended 
Won Top 14 title with Stade in 2007 & 2015 (Top 14 player of season)
Joined Stade Francais in 2005 and made over 200 games for the club 
Played for Treviso until 2005, winning Italian title twice & Coppa Italia once
International Career
142 Italy caps (83 pts, 16 tries) – debut v NZ, Hamilton, Jun 2002. Last v RSA (Shizuoka) Oct 2019
Only Richie McCaw & Alun Wyn Jones have more caps
Only Richie McCaw (110) has now led an international team more than him
Had operation & fluid drained from left leg after injury v Wales in final RWC 2015 warm-up game
Twice nominated for World Player of Year (2008 & 2013); first Italian nominee
69 6N GAMES (SURPASSED BRIAN O’DRISCOLL’S RECORD IN ROUND 1 2019) 
CAPTAINED ITA FOR 50th TIME IN 6N v ENG IN 2019 – SURPASSED O’DRISCOLL’S (41) 6N RECORD v SCO IN RD 5 2017
Loss v Sco in Rd 5 2018 was his 100th defeat in an international jersey
Became only Italian forward to drop a goal in Test, against Scotland at Murrayfield in 2009
CAPTAINED ITALY 93 TIMES, surpassed total of Brian O’Driscoll (84 for Ire & Lions) 
LED ITALY FOR FIRST TIME 11 YEARS AGO v IRELAND AT CROKE PARK IN RD 1 OF 2008 6N
Surpassed Martin Castrogiovanni (60) for most 6N games for Italy v England in Rd 1 2018
Equalled Mirco Bergamasco as Italy’s top try scorer in 6N (7) in Rd 4 2017
69 starts in 6N (67 at No.8) 
Twice nominated for World Player of the Year award (2008 & 2013)
Only Italian to start more than 100 games for his country
Miscellaneous
Only Italian to be nominated for World Player of the Year (in 2008)
Family is Italian - grew up in Argentina but spoke Italian at home and holidayed in Italy every year
Dad, Sergio, was also a rugby player for L’Aquila in Italy and won the Italian title in 1967
Age Will be 40 in September (born in La Plata, Arg; DOB 12/09/83)


Matt PARR (05/04/15) ex-L Irish, retired Jul 2015, became Leicester Tigers S&C coach
Biog 
2 SEASONS IN EUROPE WITH BORDER REIVERS
Commentary Notes
Appeared in 2004/05 & 2005/06 for the ill-fated Reivers
This Season
2 starts in the autumn (1 in Chall Cup, 1 in LV), try v L Welsh in only PREM start this term in Feb
Last Season
Began as first choice, dropped after defeat at Bath at end of Sep; first PREM try in win v Saracens at Allianz Park in Feb 2014
Club Career
Joined London Irish in 2013
38 previous PREM games (2 tries) – 2 in 32 for L Irish, 0 in 5 for Saracens, 0 in 1 for Sale
10 previous EPCR games (2 tries) – 1 in 7 for L Irish, 1 in 3 for Border Reivers
Parr played with Petrus Du Plessis for Nottingham and the pair were signed by Saracens in 2010…du Plessis has stayed, Parr released back to Nottingham after just one season with limited game time
Made just five PREM appearances for Sarries, and one for Sale way back in 2001/02!
Age Will be 33 in September (born in Penrith; DOB 29/09/82)

Jared PAYNE (22/10/16) ex Ulster, retired May 2018 (head injury)
Biog 1
TRY IN DEFEAT v CONNACHT 2 WEEKS AGO
Biog 2
5 TRIES IN HIS LAST 7 PRO12 GAMES
Biog 3
SENT OFF IN 2014 QUARTER-FINAL v SARACENS 
Commentary Notes
FORMER CHIEFS, CRUSADERS & BLUES FULL BACK
Last Season
Just 5 PRO12 apps (4 tries) & 2 in Champs Cup (try v Oyonnax in Jan)
Missed first half of season with broken foot
2014/15
8 PRO12 apps (0 tries) & 4 in Champs Cup (try v Toulon in Jan) 
2013/14
17 PRO12 apps (3 tries); Played in all 7 Champions Cup matches but was sent off after 4 minutes in quarter final 17-15 loss to Saracens for taking Alex Goode out in the air 
Club Career
20 previous EPCR appearances (5 tries) – all for Ulster
52 previous PRO12 games (14 tries) – all for Ulster
Moved to Ulster in 2011; Signed a new contract in May 2013 until 2016
Played for Northland 2008-11 and the Crusaders in Super Rugby 2009-10 and the Blues in 2011
Played for Waikato and the Chiefs in 2006-07
International Career
16 Ireland caps (4 tries) – debut v SA (H), Nov 2014
Started all 5 games in 6N title-winning season in 2015
Played full back for Barbarians v B&I Lions in Hong Kong in June 2013
Former New Zealand U21 international; Qualified for Ireland in autumn 2014 
Age Was 31 this month (Born in Tauranga, Nzl; DOB 13/10/85)

Tim PAYNE (17/02/13) ex Wasps, retired 2013
Biog 1
IN HIS 10th SEASON WITH WASPS
Biog 2
22 ENGLAND CAPS, LAST v AUSTRALIA IN JUNE 2010
Commentary Notes
Scored his first PREM try for seven years v Quins in September;  his previous liaison with the PREM scorers was against Worcester in September 2005
Banned for two weeks following a yellow (the first Wasp ever to be given 10 yellows in the PREM) in his 250th appearance for the club for kneeing Saints wing Vasily Artemyev in the head at a ruck…should have been a red (in which case he would have been the first Wasp to be sent off twice in the PREM); sent to the sin-bin for taking out Mouritz Botha at a lineout in February 2011 meeting with Saracens at Adams Park 
Won three PREM titles with Wasps
Played in the 2004 (1st season with Wasps), 2005 & 2008 finals
This would be his 190th PREM game (inc. four for Bristol) has moved ahead of Lawrence Dallaglio into fifth place on Wasps’ all-time list and, having broken Will Green’s club record for career PREM appearances by a prop last season, and an appearance tonight would move him level with Josh Lewsey in fourth place on the Wasps PREM appearance list. Only Shaw, Worsley and Birkett are ahead of Lewsey.
Named in 2011 World Cup training squad, but his England career would appear to be over
Only been on the winning side three times in eight Twickenham Test matches
West Country lad – born in Swindon and ex-Bristol
Will be 34 in April

Dwayne PEEL (02/05/14) ex Sale, joined Bristol 2014, retired May 2016
Biog 1
1st PREM TRY THIS SEASON LAST MONTH v EXETER
Biog 2
AGREED TO JOIN BRISTOL NEXT SEASON
Biog 3
CLUB RECORD 79 PREM STARTS AT SCRUM-HALF
Commentary Notes
This Season
Signed for Bristol on a two-year deal starting in Jul 2014
Broke Bryan Redpath’s club record for PREM starts at scrum-half – only Richard Wigglesworth has made more appearances (inc. replacements) at 9 for Sale
Club Career
Joined Bristol in Jul 2014
6 seasons at Sale
2 tries v Gloucester in Apr 2013 - his first in the PREM for 14 months
Scored four tries in the league in 2011/12
Try as captain in Nov 2012 LV= Cup defeat at London Irish
Got off the PREM try scoring mark at Leicester in Dec 2010
Scored a drop goal v Newcastle in the first game of 2010/11
Won 2 Welsh Cups with Llanelli & a Celtic league title with Scarlets
International Career
79 caps - 76 for Wales (his last were v England & France in the 2011 Six Nations as a sub) & 3 for the Lions (v NZ in 2005)
Mike Phillips overtook him as most capped Wales scrum-half…Peel is ahead of Robert Jones, Rob Howley and Gareth Edwards though…
Grand Slam scrum-half in 2005 & went on to lead Wales v Canada at the 2007 World Cup but didn’t make the cut in 2011
Miscellaneous
Was part of a syndicate, along with Andy Powell and Mark Cueto, which bought jumps racehorse Broadway Buffalo, trained by David Pipe, in 2013 for £12,000 – he won his first start over hurdles at Newcastle in Feb 2013 on the day of the win v Exeter
Age Will be 33 in August

Matt PERRY – v Gloucester
Won 39 England caps between 1997 and 2001. He was Sir Clive Woodward’s first-choice full-back throughout that period, the World cup-winning England manager having handed him his debut.
Perry won the Heineken Cup with Bath in 1998 and appeared in 129 PREM matches for Bath. He took on Gloucester 13 times in the PREM, winning nine and losing four.
He had an impeccable five out of five record against Gloucester at The rec, scoring a try in one of those matches and there was also a match-winning goal-kicking display in December 2001
He also had a pretty good record at Kingsholm (won three, lost four) and was among Bath’s try scorers in their biggest PREM win at the ground, in April 2000.

Shaun PERRY (15/09/12) – ex Worcester, retired 2013
Biog 1
PLAYED IN 2007 PREM SEMI-FINAL FOR BRISTOL
Biog 2
TRY SCORER IN DRAW AT NEWCASTLE LAST SEASON
Commentary Notes
2007 Semi was v Leicester
That try is his only one for Worcester
Agreed a one year deal with an option to extend (which he has taken up) when he joined in 2011 after two seasons with Brive (played one alongside Andy Goode)
Lost all his first eight PREM games as skipper (includes six for Bristol) until leading Worcester to victory v Saracens in February 2011
14 England caps (all in space of 10 months in 2006-07); final game was 36-0 defeat by SA in the RWC
Started career at Dudley Kingswinford (25 miles from Worcester) and then moved to Coventry
Close friend of lock James Percival, they were best man at each other’s weddings.
Welford Road has not been kind to him…Lost all his three PREM games for Bristol there, including that semi-final and the 73-3 humiliation in the club’s farewell to the top flight three years ago and both times for Worcester
Was 34 in May (comes from Wolverhampton)

Mike PETRI (01/09/15) ex New York Athletic Club
Age: 31	DoB: 16/08/84, Brooklyn, New York (Usa)
Ht: 1.75m (5ft 9ins)  Wt: 83kg (13st 1lb)
International Career
54 Usa Caps (33 pts, 6 tries) - debut v S Africa, Montpellier, Sep 2007 (repl)
- Usa’s most capped back (only 5 forwards have played more Tests)
- Tries in each of his last 2 Tests (v Canada & Australia)…no Usa scrum half has ever dotted down in 3 straight Tests – can he do it?
- Only World Cup try v Russia in 2011
- Kicked a drop goal v Romania last year
- First start was v England A (Usa awarded caps) in 2008 Churchill Cup (Chris Robshaw was on the bench that day for the opposition)
World Cup Record
5 appearances (5 pts, 1 try) across 2 tournaments (2007-11). W1 L4
Club Career
- Played for New York Athletic Club in the American Rugby PREM
- Led NYAC to the Rugby Super League title in 2010
Miscellaneous
- Attended Pennsylvania State University
- Wrote a children’s book: “R is for Rugby”

James PHILLIPS (19/06/21) ex Sale, retired Mar 2022
Biog 1
Made 31 PREM apps for Exeter (2010-14)
Biog 2
Made 1st start for 3 months v Bath in May
Biog 3
Try in defeat v Toulon last December
Commentary Notes
1st PREM semi-final
Biog 1 - Bristol-born, played for Bath, Bristol & Exeter…so tugged himself away from the S West!
Biog 2 – That was only his 4th PREM start Last Season
2019/20
Missed 1st PREM game for 2 years Nov (Wor, unused repl)
2018/19 
1st Euro YC v Con (H) Mar 
2017/18 (for Bath)
Repl in Rds 1-3 & 5-6; started both AW games in Nov; try & MoM in 1st PREM start for Bth v Wor (A) in Jan; agreed to join Sale
2016/17 (for Bristol)
Relegated for 2nd time with the club; Yellow card in AW Cup in February
Club Career
125 prev PREM games (53s,3T,1YC) -1T in 53 Sal 1 in 18 (1YC) Bth 1 in 23 (10s) Bri 0 in 31 (11s) Exe
11 prev Champions Cup games (7 starts, 1 try) – 1 in 8 Sal, 0 in 3 (1 start) Bth
24 prev Challenge Cup games (18 starts, 3 tries) – 0 in 7 (1YC) Sal, 0 in 8 (6 sts) Bri, 3 in 9 (5 sts) Exe
2 other Yellow cards in AW Cup & Championship
Joined Sale in 2018
Signed for Bath in 2017 after Bristol relegated from PREM
Joined Bristol in 2015
Spell with London Scottish in 2014/15
Didn’t score in the PREM for Exeter
Broke his leg v Harlequins in Sep 2010 (out for three months)
Joined Exeter in 2010
Made just 5 PREM apps (1 try) across 2 seasons with Bristol before joining Chiefs in 2010
International Career 
Uncapped
Ex-England U16 & U18
Age Will be 34 in Sep (born in Bristol; DOB 27/09/87 – shares birthday with Denny Solomona)


Mike PHILLIPS (07/04/17) ex Sale, retired May 2017
Biog 1
Played in every PREM game this season
Biog 2
Only PREM try in October v Leicester
Biog 3
Won Top 14 title with Racing last season
Commentary Notes
This Season
Played in every PREM game; Try v Leic (H) in Oct; only games missed Toulon in CC & Bristol in AW
Last Season
Try v Stade (A) in Mar was 1st for Racing since Jan 2014’ Champs Cup RU, Top 14 winner
2014/15
Played in his first Champions Cup quarter-final 12 years after making his debut in the competition when Racing lost 12-11 at home to Saracens in April
Failed to score a try in 30 Top 14 & EPCR appearances
Club Career
18 previous PREM games (13 starts, 1 try) – all for Sale Sharks 
67 previous EPCR games (5 tries) – 0 in 5 for Sale, 1 in 17 for Racing, 3 in 10 for Bayonne, 1 in 18 for Ospreys, 0 in 12 for Cardiff Blues, 0 in 5 for Scarlets
Joined Sale in 2016
Signed for Racing in December 2013 after disciplinary issues at Bayonne 9he reportedly turned up drunk for a video analysis session)
Played for the Scarlets, Blues & Ospreys before moving to France with Bayonne in 2011
Began his career at Carmarthen
International Career
99 caps (10 tries) – 94 Wales (9T) & 5 Lions (1T) - debut v Romania in 2003; Last cap v Ireland (Cardiff) in Aug 2015
Wales’ most capped scrum-half
Announced on Dec 1 2015 that he had retired from international rugby.
Miscellaneous
His brother was Welsh amateur boxing champion and turned professional
Age Will be 35 in August (born in Carmarthenshire, Wal; DOB 29/08/82)

Louis PICAMOLES (09/04/22 – LOCK!) ex Bordeaux, retired Jun 2022
Biog 1
FIRST SEASON WITH BORDEAUX
Biog 2
2009/10 CHAMPIONS CUP WINNER WITH TOULOUSE
Biog 3
13 CAREER YELLOW CARDS
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Joined from Montpellier and made 16 Top14 apps so far, 2 tries 
Biog 3 – 10 for club, 3 for France. His last came in the Champs Cup last Dec, for Montpellier v Toulouse
Suffered Ruptured cruciate ligaments in his left knee in December 2019 Champs Cup loss to old club Toulouse playing for Montpellier
Has not scored a try since NOV 2019 v Lyon in TOP14!
SCORED 4 TRIES IN 66-15 WIN v OLD CLUB TOULOUSE FOR MONTPELLIER IN SEPTEMBER 2018
NOMINATED FOR RPA PLAYER OF YEAR IN 2016/17
This Season
7 Top14 apps (6 starts)
2019/20 
Made 24 carries in the win v Toulon in Oct, more than any other player in Rd 7. Ruptured cruciate ligamients in left knee v Toulosue in Dec Champs Cup ending his season
2018/19 Season
19 Top 14 apps (12 tries); Made 12 offloads in last season’s Champions Cup…only EPCR Player of the Year Leone Nakarawa made more than that 
2016/17 (for Northampton)
Try v Bri (A) in Round 2, MoM v Exe (H) in Sep, MoM v Montpellier (H) & Glo (H) in Oct; try v Lei (H) in Mar; PREM high 40 offloads
2015/16
Became 53rd man to earn 50 caps for France v Ireland in RWC 
2014/15
Missed all of 2015 Six Nations with a thigh injury
18 Top 14 games, tries v Lyon, Bayonne & Brive
Club Career
64 prev Champions Cup games (53 starts, 37 tries)
10 prev Challenge Cup games (8 starts, 3 tries) 
251 previous Top 14 games (190 starts, 52 tries)
15 previous PREM games (13 starts, 4 tries) – all Nor
Joined Montpellier in 2017 after they bought out his Saints contract
Played for Northampton in 2016/17
2 tries in 2013/14 Champions Cup, v Saracens and Connacht
Won the Champions Cup in 2010 and Top 14 in 2011 and 2012
Joined Toulouse in 2009
Try for Montpellier in their home Chall Cup game v Northampton in Jan 2009
Began his career with Montpellier and made over 50 appearances for them 
International Career
82 France caps (62 starts, 10 tries) - debut v Ire in 2008 6N as 22yo; last cap v Wal (Otia) Oct 2020
Became the 1,000th man to play for Fra when he made his debut
Dropped from squad for disrespecting ref v Wales in 2014
Played in the 2005 World U19 Championship
Age Will be 36 in February (born in Paris, DOB 05/02/86)


Jake POLLEDRI (12/02/23) – final cap, retired 2024
Biog 1
20th ITALY CAP, 1st SINCE NOVEMBER 2020
Biog 2 
RETURNED IN SEPTEMBER AFTER 22 MONTHS OUT (KNEE)
Biog 3
TRY v ENGLAND IN ROME IN OCTOBER 2020
Commentary Notes
3rd Test v England, 2nd at Twickenham
Biogs 1 & 2 – Suffered knee injury playing for Italy v Scotland in Florence on Nov 14 2020
Also missed 11 weeks earlier in 2020 (ankle inj v Exeter (A) in Champions Cup in December 2019
Beat 27 defenders at 2019 World Cup…a record for both an Italy player & ANY forward at a World Cup…the previous best by a forward was Buck Shelford (22) in 1987!!
International Career
20 Italy caps (16 starts, 4 tries) – debut v Sco (Rome) Mar 2018, last cap v Eng (Tw) Feb 2023
BEAT 14 DEFENDERS v CANADA AT RWC 2019…most ever by a forward of any country in a World Cup match & most ever by an Italian in a World Cup match
Scored try on World Cup debut v Namibia
Try in defeat v Fra in World Cup warm-up 
1st Test try v Japan in Kobe in Jun 2018
Was England-qualified until making debut for Italy 
Ex-Italy U20 – played in 2015 JWC
Club Career
Gloucester
Joined Gloucester in summer 2017
Signed for Hartpury
Used to play for Dings Crusaders in National League Two South
Played a few A-League games for Bristol
2019/20
Try v Con (H) Dec, MoM v Bth (H) Jan; try v Exe (H) Feb; topped 5 categories R20 v Har (H)
2018/19
Played every min of Champs Cup; Try v Wasps Mar, 7 Prem apps (4 starts); 1st Prem Semi-Final 
2017/18
Glo & Prem debut as repl v Nor (H), 1st Glo start in Euro debut v Pau (A) & 1st Glo try v Age (H) in Oct; try v Lir (H) in AW in Nov & 1st Prem try v Lir in Dec; MoM v Zeb (A) in Dec; try v Har (H) in Apr; 28 def btn (3rd) & 8 turnovers (Jt 3rd) in Chall Cup 
2016/17 (for Hartpury)
Won National League 1
Miscellaneous
Dad Pete Polledri is a Bristol legend with 466 appearances for the club, who turned down chance to play for Italy in the 1980s
Age:  Was 27 in November (born in Bristol, Eng; DOB 08/11/95)

Guy PORTER (18/11/23) ex-Leicester, retired due to concussion Jul 2024
Biog 1
5 ENGLAND CAPS, LAST IN AUGUST v WALES
Biog 2
TRY IN WIN AT NORTHAMPTON LAST SEASON
Biog 3
2 TRIES FOR ENGLAND v JAPAN LAST NOVEMBER
Commentary Notes 
50th PREM APPEARANCE, 11 TRIES ACROSS HIS LAST 39 GAMES IN ALL COMPS
Biog 3 – Started the 2nd & 3rd Tests v Aus last July, preferred to Joe Marchant, & repl v Nzl in Nov 2022 too… 
Last Season
Try v Nor (A) Sep, try v Glo (H) Xmas Eve; 2nd PREM semi-final
2021/22
20 starts (15 CEN, 5 WG), try v Sal (H) & 2T v Was (A) in PREM Cup Nov, try on Cmps Cup debut v Bor (A) & 1st PREM try match winner as repl v Bri (A) Dec; RC v Cle (A) Apr –3 wk ban for high hit on Fritz Lee; 1st PREM PO (replaced Dan Kelly early on, YC for high hit), 1st PREM Final
2020/21
1st PREM Wing Start v Exe (H) Dec; 1st Euro/Chall Cup try v Con (H, Chall Ro16) & try v Uls (H, Chall QF) Apr, 6 PREM starts
2019/20
Leic & PREM debut v Bth (H) Aug 2020, 1st PREM YC v Was (A) Sep; 5 PREM apps (4 sts, all at cen)
Club Career
49 previous PREM games (37 starts – 27 CEN, 10 WG,; 7 tries, 1YC) – all Leic
7 previous Champions Cup games (5 starts – all CEN, 1 try) – all Leic
5 previous Challenge Cup games (4 starts – WG; 2 tries) – all Leic
Joined Leicester in Jul 2020 
Debut season with Brumbies in 2020
Captained Sydney University to second straight title in 2019 under the guidance of now Tigers attack coach Rob Taylor 
International Career
5 England caps (4 starts, 2 tries) – debut v Aus (Brisbane) Jul 2022, last v Wal (A) Aug 2023
Age Will be 27 in January (born in London; DOB 23/01/97)


Matt POSTLETHWAITE (30/10/22) ex Sale, joined Exeter Jul 2023, retired May 2024 “on medical grounds”
Biog 1
Only 2nd PREM appearance this season
Biog 2
Only 5 PREM appearances last season
Biog 3
Capped by England at U18 level
Commentary Notes
Last Season
5 PREM apps (all off the bench); 4 PREM Cup starts
2020/21
Only 7 apps (5 PREM, 2 Cmps Cup) 
2019/20
3 PREM Cup apps; 2 in PREM; played in all 6 Cmps Cup games (3 starts), Cmps Cup debut v Gla (A) Nov
2018/19
4 PREM Cup apps (2 starts); 2 PREM apps; PREM debut v Leic Apr;  1st PREM try v Worcester Apr; Played in Chall Cup SF v Lar (repl)
2017/18
On loan at Rotherham; 4 AW Cup apps & 2 in Chall Cup
Club Career
25 previous PREM games (6 starts, 2 tries) – all Sal
9 previous Champions Cup games (5 starts, 0 tries) – all Sal
3 previous Challenge Cup games /(0 starts, 0 tries) – all Sal
Loaned to Rotherham in 2017/18
Came through youth ranks at Sale and has played for Jets and dual registered with Sale FC
Was in Yorkshire Carnegie academy
Played for Ilkley from age of 5
International Career
Uncapped
Ex-England U18
Age Was 26 this month (born in Steeton, between Keighley and Skipton, Yorks; DOB 01/10/96)



Dewald POTGIETER (07/04/17 - bench) ex Worcester, retired May 2019
Biog 1
Led Warriors in defeat at Bristol on Boxing Day
Biog 2
Won Super Rugby with Bulls in 2009 & 2010
Biog 3
Try in defeat v Exeter in November 
Commentary Notes
PREM captaincy record: PL3, W2, L1
Last Season
Try v Exe (A) in Nov; led Wor for 1st time in Dec
2016/17
Made PREM debut off bench v Bath 
Club Career
14 previous PREM games (10 starts, 2 tries) – all for Worcester
Signed for Worcester in 2015/16
Played for Yamaha Jubilo in Japan’s Top League 2013-15
4 tries in 73 Super Rugby appearances
Won Super Rugby title with Bulls in 2009 & 2010
Won Currie Cup with Blue Bulls in 2009
Came through youth ranks at Bulls, played for U19 & U21 sides
International Career
6 South Africa caps (1 try) – debut v Ireland at Croke Park in Nov 2009, last cap v Australia in Jul 2010
Try on 1st start for South Africa v Wales in Jun 2010
Also played for Emerging Springboks & South Africa U21
Age Wax 30 in February (born in Port Elizabeth, Rsa; DOB 22/02/87)


Jean-Baptiste POUX (09/12/17) ex Bordeaux, retired Jul 2018, became Bordeaux scrum coach
Biog 1
3-TIME CHAMPIONS CUP WINNER WITH TOULOUSE
Biog 2
ONLY EPCR TRY CAME v NORTHAMPTON IN 2004
Biog 3
PLAYED IN 3 WORLD CUPS FOR FRANCE
Commentary Notes
Was supposed to be retiring at the end of last season but put that on hold to sign a new 1-year deal with the club & is helping coach the scrum & develop the young props this season before moving into coaching
100th EPCR APPEARANCE IN HOME LOSS TO EXETER IN DEC 2016
His only EPCR try came 13 years ago v Northampton in Dec 2004
This Season
6 Top 14 games (just 1 start) 
Last Season
8 Top 14 games (just 1 start); Try v La Rochelle (H) in Nov was his first for over 4 years!
Club Career 
102 previous EPCR games (1 try, 1YC) – 0 in 10 (1YC) for Bordeaux, 1 in 75 for Toulouse, 0 in 17 for Narbonne
Made over 250 appearances for Toulouse before leaving for Bordeaux in 2015
Won the Top 14 in 2008, 2011 and 2012 and was runner-up in 2003
Was injured and missed the final in 2012 though
Won the Champions Cup in 2003, 2005 and 2010 and was runner-up in 2004
Began his career at Narbonne in 1998 before moving to Toulouse in 2002
International Career
42 France caps (3 tries) - debut v Fji (St Etienne) Nov 2001, last cap v Wal (A) Mar 2012
Played for France at 3 World Cups in 2003, 2007 and 2011
Started in the 2011 World Cup final 8-7 defeat to New Zealand
Age Was 38 in September (born in Beziers, DOB 26/09/79)


Adam POWELL (16/04/16) ex Newcastle, retired May 2017, became Saracens Academy coach
Biog 1
TRY IN WIN v LEICESTER IN FEBRUARY
Biog 2
96 PREM GAMES FOR SARACENS (2005-13)
Biog 3
11th PREM SEASON
Commentary Notes
This Season
Missed 1st PREM game since May 2014 when left out of squad v Worcester in Nov; 13 PREM games
Last Season
19 starts and 3 replacement appearances in PREM (Appeared in every game)
Try v L Welsh in Oct; skipper v Stade Francais (H & A) in Dec, try v L Irish (A) in Mar, tries v Sale & Harlequins in May
2013/14
Try v L Irish in Oct was his first in the PREM since Apr 2010, for Saracens v Northampton
Passed 100 PREM appearances
1 try in 15 PREM appearances
Club Career
146 previous PREM games (18 tries) – 6 in 50 previous for Newcastle, 12 in 96 for Saracens
35 previous EPCR games (3 tries) – 1 in 13 previous for Newcastle, 2 in 22 for Saracens
Joined Newcastle in spring 2013
Made PREM debut for Saracens as an 18yo in 2005
Injuries
Ruled out for 3 months with a shoulder injury sustained at Bath in Nov 2010
Age Was 29 on New Year’s Day (born in Romford, Essex; DOB 01/01/87)

Andy POWELL (31/03/13 – didn’t play) ex Sale, joined Wigan RL 2013, joined Dragons 2014, joined Merthyr 2015, retired Oct 2016 (knee)
Biog
23 WALES CAPS, LAST v SCOTLAND IN FEBRUARY 2012
Commentary Notes
Scored v Quins at Twickenham on PREM debut for Wasps in 2010
Created painful memories for Gloucester fans with his role in the humiliating 2009 Anglo-Welsh Cup final defeat by Cardiff Blues at Twickenham; also won the EPCR Challenge Cup with the Blues
Man of the Match on Test debut v South Africa (Nov 2008) 
Also played for Newport, Beziers and Scarlets 
Had shoulder reconstruction surgery at the start of the 2006-07 season, and more shoulder work performed a year later. 
Named in 2009 Lions squad, an insect bite ruled him out of the first tour match and didn’t play in the Tests
Following the win v Scotland in the 2010 Six Nations he was arrested and charged with drink-driving after taking a golf buggy from the team hotel and driving to a service station on the M4
Was forced out of Wasps after being involved in an incident at a West London pub 
Is part of a syndicate, along with Dwayne Peel and Mark Cueto, which bought jumps racehorse Broadway Buffalo, trained by David Pipe, last year for £12,000 – he won his first start over hurdles at Newcastle in February
Will be 32 in August, born in Brecon

Ryan POWELL (05/03/11) ex Northampton
Biog
SCRUM-HALF SIGNED FROM WORCESTER THIS SEASON
Commentary Notes
Very experienced – 7 seasons with Cardiff Blues, 4 with Worcester
Scored his first try for Saints v Leeds in the LV= Cup last month.
Didn’t make his first Saints start until November – No.9 in 12 of the last 15 matches (all comps)

Eoin REDDAN (23/01/16) ex Leinster, retired 2016
Biog 1
WON CHAMPIONS CUP WITH WASPS IN 2007
Biog 2
2 TRIES v LEINSTER FOR WASPS IN 2007 QF
Biog 3
PLAYED OVER 100 GAMES FOR WASPS 2005-09
Commentary Notes
Lawrence was his skipper (yellow card for professional foul just before HT) & Haskell came off the bench to score a try in the 2007 Champions Cup Quarter-Final at Adams Park…BOD didn’t play that day; Heaslip & Rob Kearney (bench) are the only Leinster players there that day who are still with the province
This Season
Came off the bench in World Cup QF v Arg (only start in 2015 RWC was v Rom)
Last Season
Try v Castres in Jan was his only score
2013/14
2 tries in PRO 12 triumph
Club Career
89 previous EPCR games (10 tries) - 3 in 51 for Leinster, 5 in 25 for Wasps, 0 in 2 for Munster, 2 in 11 for Connacht
118 previous PRO12 games (6 tries) – 2 in 79 for Leinster, 2 in 27 for Munster, 2 in 12 for Connacht
67 previous PREM games (8 tries) – all for Wasps
Made over 100 appearances for both Wasps & Leinster
Played in 2011 & 2012 Champions Cup final triumphs
Signed by Leinster in 2009
Won Champions Cup with Wasps in 2007 & PREM in 2008
Recruited by Wasps in 2005 and became an Ireland international in first season
Joined Munster in 2004
Began career with Connacht
International Career
68 Ireland caps (2 tries) – debut v France in 2006 Six Nations; last cap v Argentina (Cardiff) Oct 2015
Sub v Wales & Scotland at end of 2014 6N triumph; 3 games in 2013 title
Played in 3 World Cups (2007, 2011 & 2015)
Age Was 35 in Nov (born in Limerick, DOB 20/11/80)

Mark REDDISH (18/02/17) – concussion in this match, retired June 2017
Biog 1
Try on PREM debut last week
Biog 2
Won Super Rugby title in 2015
Biog 3
Signed from Highlanders this season
Commentary Notes
This Season
Played for Wellington in ITM Cup before joining Quins; only played in AW Cup until try on PREM debut v Bri (A) in Feb
Club Career
1 previous PREM game (1 try)
0 previous EPCR games 
53 previous Super Rugby games (1 try) – 1 in 23 for Highlanders, 0 in 30 for Hurricanes
Joined Highlanders in 2015, winning Super Rugby title that year (14 apps, started in the final)
Made Super Rugby debut for Hurricanes v Highlanders in 2011 
International/Representative Career
New Zealand Barbarians - beat Maori All-Blacks 34-17 at Eden Park in 2015
Age Will be 32 next month (born in Wellington, Nzl; DOB 03/03/85)

Matthew REES (14/01/18) ex Cardiff, retired Jun 2019
Biog 1
TRY IN WIN v ZEBRE HERE IN NOVEMBER
Biog 2
MADE EPCR DEBUT IN 2001 FOR PONTYPRIDD
Biog 3
WON LAST OF 60 WALES CAPS IN 2014
Commentary notes
MADE 199th PRO14 APP v SCARLETS ON NYE & MISSED LAST WEEK
TODAY’S FRONT ROW HAS 526 CARDIFF BLUES APPEARANCES COMBINED!
His last EPCR try came 9 years ago v Quins in Jan 2009
This season
Captain of the Blues for a 2nd season. 19 Appearances in all comps – 5 in Europe, 14 in Pro12, 0 tries
Yellow card v L Irish here in Dec
Last season
Returned to action for the first time since undergoing treatment for testicular cancer when he came off the bench in the Blues’ 28-23 home win v Ulster at the end of March - just 5 months after his diagnosis. He ended up making 10 apps for the Blues that season and ended up with 2 more Welsh caps on the summer tour to S Africa.
Club Career
76 EPCR games (2 tries); 50 top tier, 25 previous Challenge Cup; 0 in 20 for Blues, 2 in 49 for Scarlets, 0 in 1 Celtic Warriors, 0 in 6 Pontypridd
182 apps for Scarlets in 9 seasons. 5 tries. Debut v Borders Sept 2004
Formerly of Celtic Warriors & Pontypridd
International career
60 caps, 2 tries for Wales. Twice a Grand Slam winner (2012, 2008).
Rees equalled the record held by Garin Jenkins for the most Wales caps as hooker(58)  in February 2013 v Ireland.
Neck surgery rules him out of 2011 World Cup
Skippered Wales for first time in 2010 Nov internationals
Played in all 3 Test matches on 2009 Lions tour to S Africa
Made 3 apps at 2007 World Cup
Debut v USA in 2005
Miscellaneous
The entire Blues squad shaved their hair off in support of Rees during his battle with cancer
In 2010, he was named Rhondda Sport Personality of the Year
Age Was 37 in December (Born in Tonyrefail, DOB 09/12/80)






Tom REES (06/04/18 – SAL v WAS)
14 tries in 76 PREM games for Wasps (2004-10)
Won 3 PREM titles with Wasps
Won each of his 6 PREM games for Wasps v Sale
Notes
Club Career
76 PREM games (63 starts, 14 tries) – all for Wasps
23 Champions Cup games (19 starts, 4 tries) – all for Wasps
2 EPCR Challenge Cup games (1 start, 0 tries) – all for Wasps
Announced his retirement in March 2012 due to a knee injury picked up pre-season
In December 2010 underwent shoulder reconstruction surgery – didn’t play competitively again
Final PREM game was v Bath at The Rec (Nov 2010) – came off the bench for the final seven minutes of an 11-6 victory
Won three PREM titles (2004, 2005 & 2008), scored a try in the 2008 final v Leicester (only appearance in a PREM final). Didn’t receive a yellow or red card throughout his PREM career
Appointed Wasps club captain in August 2009 – missed most of the season with a  shoulder injury
International Career 
15 England caps (10 starts, 1 try) - debut repl v Scotland (H) Feb 2007, last cap v Nzl (H) Nov 2008
Only won five of his 15 Tests
Started final two games of the 2007 Six Nations and played in 2007 World Cup (try v USA) 
Age Will be 34 in September (born in London, DOB 11/09/84)

Bruce REIHANA (23/10/14 – LWE v BOR)
Retired from Bordeaux-Begles at end of last season
Lifted Challenge Cup in 2009 as Northampton skipper
3 seasons with Bordeaux-Begles
Club Career
Joined Bordeaux-Begles in 2011
Played 147 PREM games (30 tries) & 37 EPCR games (12 tries) for Northampton
Missed 12 games due to injury/selection in 2010/11. In contrast, started 29 of Saints’ 36 matches, in passing 200 career appearances in all comps during 2009/10. 9 seasons at Franklin’s Gardens
After NZRU contract was not renewed in 2002 he joined Northampton, scored 15 tries and won the PREM Overseas Player of the Year and the PRA Players' Player of the Year in his first season
Played for Chiefs in Super Rugby & Waikato in NPC
International Career
2 New Zealand caps – both on the November 2000 tour of Europe v France & Italy
Gold medals in the 1998 & 2002 Commonwealth Games Sevens
Age Will be 39 in April (DOB 06/04/76)

Mike RHODES (26/09/20)
Biog 1
MISSED 6 MONTHS THIS SEASON WITH BACK INJURY
Biog 2
TRY IN CHAMPIONS CUP SEMI-FINAL LAST SEASON
Biog 3
MAN OF THE MATCH v LEINSTER LAST WEEK
Commentary Notes
99th APPEARANCE FOR SARACENS TODAY
WON ALL HIS 5 FINALS WITH SARACENS – 2 Champions Cup, 3 PREM 
Biog 1 – Had shoulder injury too recently, legacy of playing in pain for 4 yrs w/broken collarbone!
SIGNED NEW CONTRACT IN JULY – 1-year extension
Biog 3 – 15 tackles, 6 lineouts won & 3 turnovers won
Last Season 
Try v Gla (A) Oct; try v Sal (H) & 20 tackles v Leic (A) Nov; try v Glo (A) Feb; 3-wk ban Mar (reckless ruck clear-out); try v Mun (Ricoh) Apr; 4th PREM PO; 3rd PREM Final; new 1-year deal in Jul 2019
Out for 8 weeks Dec-Feb (shoulder)
2017/18
Out til Xmas Eve (shoulder); out mid-Jan to mid-Apr (h’string); MoM v Was (A) in Jan; 2nd PREM final
2016/17
Only PREM/Cmps missed Bri (H) in Apr; try v Sca (H) & MoM v Leic (H) Oct; YC v Sal (A) Nov; Try v Har (Wem) Apr; 19 FL, 7 SR sts (last there 2013 WP/Sto); Nom 2016/17 PREM player; 2nd Cmps Cup final
2015/16
Try on PREM debut v Sal (H) in Oct, YC v Uls (A) in Nov; 1st Cmps Cup try in SF v Was; 1st Cmps Cup final, 1st PREM semi, 1st PREM final
2015
1 try in 9 Super Rugby appearances
2014
2 tries in 11 Currie Cup apps; 14 apps for Sto in Super Rugby
Club Career
72 previous PREM games (56 starts, 6 tries) – all Sar
25 previous Champions Cup games (4 tries) – all Sar
0 previous Challenge Cup games
Won double in 1st season with Saracens in 2015/16
Joined Saracens in 2015
Over 50 Currie Cup games and 35 in Super Rugby
Red card for a stamp to face in 2013 Currie Cup v Blue Bulls
Joined Stormers ahead of 2013 season and was a regular for Western Province in Currie Cup as well
Made Super Rugby debut for Lions v Cheetahs in Mar 2011
Didn’t play for Sharks in Super Rugby though & moved to Lions in 2010, with team-mate Pat Cillers
Came off the bench for the Sharks v British and Irish Lions in 39-3 loss in 2009
Made his first ever start in Vodacom Cup v Western Province for Natal Sharks in Apr 2008
Came through the youth ranks at Natal Sharks and started playing for them in Vodacom Cup in 2008 before graduating to Currie Cup side
International Career
Uncapped
Named in Sep 2018 England training squad (qualified in summer 2018)
Age Will be 33 in December (born in Durban, Rsa; DOB 19/12/87)

Pete RICHARDS – GLOUCESTER v QUINS (25/02/12)
The `quintessential Cherry and White Shogun Exiled Wasp` played for five PREM clubs during 12 PREM seasons; five for London Irish, two each for Gloucester, Harlequins and Wasps, and one for Bristol. 
He played for Quins in 1999/2000 and 2000/01, playing in two narrow defeats for the Londoners at Kingsholm. He joined the Cherry and Whites in 2005, having played a part in two title triumphs for Wasps, although he didn’t appear in either final. 
He scored a try in Gloucester’s win at The Stoop in September 2006 and was scrum-half in the win at Kingsholm the following March. His team-mates during his time at Kingsholm included current squad members Nick Wood, James Simpson-Daniel, Alex Brown, Peter Buxton and Andy Hazell.
He was part of Gloucester’s 2007 losing team to Leicester at Twickenham.
He totalled 151 games in his PREM stint, and earned 13 England caps. 

Pete RICHARDS – GLOUCESTER v WASPS (26/12/11)
The `quintessential Cherry and White Shogun Exiled Wasp` played for five PREM clubs during 12 PREM seasons, two apiece for Gloucester and Wasps. He left Adams Park for Kingsholm in 2005, having played a part in two title triumphs for the Londoners, although he didn’t appear in either final. He was part of Gloucester’s 2007 losing team to Leicester at Twickenham.
He was sin-binned after just five minutes of the 2005 Boxing Day clash with Wasps at Kingsholm but it was one of only two yellows he received during a 151-game PREM stint. He also played in the 2006 Boxing Day battle with Wasps, on the losing side in both those Christmas games.
He totalled 151 games in his PREM stint, and earned 13 England caps.

Pete RICHARDS – LONDON IRISH (25/03/12)
Began his PREM career with London Irish in 1997, and made the last of his 151 top flight appearances with them in December 2009
Played for five PREM clubs during 12 PREM seasons; five for London Irish, two each for Gloucester, Harlequins and Wasps, and one for Bristol. 
Made 11 appearances during the Exiles’ run to the 2009 PREM final, but was an unused sub at Twickenham
He was part of Gloucester’s losing team to Leicester in the 2007 PREM final
Only beat Leicester once in five attempts in Irish colours…You have to go back to October 1998, so long ago that the game was played at Sunbury.
13 England caps. 

Alex RIEDER (18/02/18 – injured), ex Wasps, retired Dec 2019
Biog 1
1st appearance for 5 months (shoulder)
Biog 2
Try in draw at Sandy Park a year ago 
Biog 3
Try in September in 1st PREM app since March
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Dislocated shoulder v Quins at Ricoh
Last Season
Try iv Sale (H) in Rd 1 in 1st PREM app since March; out for 5 mths (dislocated shoulder v Har in Sep)
2016/17
9 PREM starts (Jones & Haskell inj, Hughes Eng call-ups); agreed a new contract
2015/16
Played in the PREM 7s, PREM debut v Northampton (A) in Jan
2014/15
5 tries in 23 Championship appearances 
Club Career
23 previous PREM games (14 starts, 2 tries) – all for Was
3 previous EPCR games (0 starts, 0 tries) – all for Was
Signed for Wasps in 2015
Rotherham’s Player of the Season 2014/15, nominated for the Championship Player of the Year & included in the Championship Dream Team
Also played for Leeds Carnegie
Age Was 26 in September (born in Kendal, Cumbria; DOB 03/09/91)



Carl RIMMER (31/12/17) ex Exeter, retired Jul 2018
Biog 1
Played in 1st PREM final last May
Biog 2
Last week was 1st app for 6 weeks (all comps)
Biog 3
88th PREM game, 8th on Chiefs’ all-time list
Commentary Notes	
Yet to be sin-binned in PREM or Europe (has been in the Championship)
This Season
6th season with the Chiefs; repl in Rds 1 & 2, started Rds 3, 4 & 5
Last Season
Seasonal debut v Glo (H) in Oct; Only 10 PREM games & 3 in Europe in Cal year 2016; agreed new contract in Feb; 1st PREM final
2015/16
Only start of season was in Champs Cup – v Cle (A) in Dec
2014/15
3 tries in 4 apps in Oct/Nov across 3 comps – Bth in AW, Bay in Chall, Lir in PREM; try v Bay (H) in Jan
2013/14
1 start & 11 repl apps in PREM; 1st PREM try v Sal in Apr; 1st PREM start v Har in May
Club Career
87 previous PREM games (30 starts, 3 tries) – all for Exe
26 previous EPCR games (7 starts, 2 tries) – all for Exe
Specialist tight-head who started four PREM games at loose-head in 12/13
Made his PREM debut as a sub v L Welsh in September 2012 and had a lengthy run in the starting XV during the Autumn until the likes of Hoani Tui and Craig Mitchell returned to fitness
Joined Exeter from Cornish Pirates in 12/13
Played 90 games for the Pirates during a three-year spell
Began his career with Coventry club Earlsdon before moving to Nuneaton, where he was coached by Darren Garforth, and then two years with Coventry (although for one of those years he was out with a neck injury) before moving to Cornwall in 2009; Pirates Players’ Player of the Year 2011/12
Miscellaneous
One of a clutch of former Pirates in the PREM – Steenson, Hopper, Cook, Cowan
Age Will be 32 in April (born in Banbury, Oxon; DOB 29/04/86)

Nicky ROBINSON (15/12/18)
Former Cardiff Blues fly half
Cardiff Blues kicking coach last season
Played against Saracens in 2011 PREM semi-final
Notes
Took on the role of Cardiff Blues kicking coach in August 2017, released at end of last season
Played for Gloucester against Saracens in 2011 PREM semi-final 
Club Playing Career
98 Celtic League/PRO12 games (589 pts, 19T, 13DG) –502p (16T, 12DG) in 89 Cbl, 87p (3T 1DG) in 9 Car
75 PREM games (604 pts, 6 tries) - 353 pts (6T, 2DG) in 39 Glo, 251 pts (0T, 2DG) in 36 Was
18 Top 14 games (153 pts, 0 tries) – all Oyo
42 Champions Cup games (218 pts, 4T) – 22p in 3 Oyo, 57p in 6 Glo, 103p (4T, 2DG) in 24 Cbl, 36p in 9 Car
19 Challenge Cup games (148 pts, 1T, 1YC) – 0 pts in 3 Cbl, 111 pts (1T, 1YC) in 11 Was, 37 pts in 5 Glo
Final game of professional rugby was for Blues v Pau in the Challenge Cup January 2017
Retired from the game in Jul 2016, after being relegated from the Top 14 with Oyonnax, but made a brief comeback for Cardiff Blues in 2016/17 
Signed for Oyonnax in 2015
Played in 2 Championship play-off finals (2014 & 2015 – both defeats)
Joined Bristol in 2013 (there was also interest from Worcester)
Man of the match for Wasps in win v Leicester in Nov 2012
Kicked late penalty to earn Wasps a bonus point at Kingsholm in Sep 2012 
Missed four kicks at goal for Wasps v Gloucester at Adams Park in Apr 2012
Passed 500 career PREM points in 2011/12; perhaps surprisingly, was the first Welshman to score 500 in the PREM
Signed for Wasps in 2011
PREM semi-finalist for Glos v Saracens in 2011
14 pts in Gloucester’s 2011 Anglo-Welsh Cup final victory at Franklin’s Gardens v Newcastle
2 late penalties won game for Gloucester v Wasps at Kingsholm in 2010/11, & also kicked a conversion and penalty in the Glos win at Adams Park in Feb 2011, plus 16 pts in the Chall Cup QF at Adams Park in 2010…no wonder Wasps wanted him on their side!
Joined Gloucester in 2009
In first Cardiff Blues squad in 2003/04, would play 6 seasons for the regional side in 2 spells
Debut for Cardiff v Northampton in Champions Cup in September 2001 
International Career
13 Wales caps (42 pts, 2 tries) – debut v Ire (Dublin) Aug 2003; last cap v USA (Chicago) Jun 2009
Never played in the World Cup & only 6N app was as a repl v Scotland in 2006
Miscellaneous 
Married to Kenny Dalglish’s daughter, Lynsey
Monbeg Dude, the horse he co-owned with Mike Tindall and James Simpson-Daniel, won the Welsh National in Jan 2013
Age Will be 37 next month (born in Cardiff, DOB 03/01/82)

Chris ROBSHAW (28/09/20) penultimate game for Quins, joined San Diego Legion Nov 2020, retired in Oct 2022 after 3 shoulder dislocations in quick succession
Biog 1
Final home game for Quins, 299th First Team app
Biog 2
Try in wins v Wasps here in 2012 & 2014
Biog 3
66 England caps, last in June 2018
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 –Tonight is 101st PREM game as Quins captain (W56, L40, D4), Only 5 men have been captain in 100 PREM games; Joins San Diego Legion next month
ONLY PREM PLAYER TO MAKE 200 STARTS AS A FLANKER (also made 5 starts at No.8) Led Quins to PREM title in 2011/12 
This Season
Won 2 turnovers v Bristol; agreed contract extension beyond June; joins San Diego in Nov
Last Season
Co-Captain; MoM v Wor (A) Chl Cup QF; try v Cle (A) Chl Cup SF, ave 16 PREM tackles per game (1st)
2017/18
Signed new contract; played every min of Rds 1-3; missed Nor (A) in Sep & Uls (A) in Dec - Conc
2016/17
1st 9 games (all 720 mins) before Eng calls; try v Sal (A) in Sep, out for 12 wks (shoulder) Jan-Mar
2015/16
MoM v Wor (A) & Cbl (H) in Jan
2014/15
Try v Wasps was 1st for Har since Jan 2012; 200th Har app in Dec v Lein (H); try v Sal in Apr
Club Career
211 previous PREM games (209 starts, 18 tries) – all Har
62 previous EPCR games (3 tries) – all Har
PREM player of the season in 2008/09
Greatest of the many Quins Academy success stories (entered same year as Robson and Brown)
Captaincy
100 previous PREM games as capt (W56 L40 D4) – 6th on all time list 
Youngest PREM-winning skipper at 25 in 2012 - all the previous winning captains in PREM finals have been in their 30s apart from Toby Flood (27) and Martin Johnson (1998/99, at the age of 29, when there was no final), Robshaw scored a try in the final
3 trophies in 4 seasons in charge at Quins – Chall Cup in 2010/11, PREM in 2011/12, AW 2012/13 – had no on-field involvement in the LV but a bauble is a bauble….
Lifted the Millennium Trophy (Eng v Ire), PREM trophy and the Hillary Shield (Eng v NZ) in 2012
International Career
66 England caps (66 sts, 2 tries) - deb repl v Arg (Salta) Jun 2009, last cap v Rsa (C Town) Jun 2018
43 Tests as skipper (won 26, lost 17) - won 16 of 20 games as Six Nations skipper, 2015 RWC skipper, 1 as co-capt with George Ford (v Sam Nov 2017)
First captained England v Aus Barbarians & NZ Maori on 2010 tour
Played for England Saxons in 2010/11; Was in the 2011 World Cup training squad
Age Was 34 in June (born in Redhill, Surrey; DOB 04/06/86)


Kieran ROCHE (02/09/11) ex L Irish, retired 2012
Biog 1
159th PREM APPEARANCE 
Biog 2
1st PREM START SINCE FEBRUARY
Commentary Notes
123rd PREM game for Irish (9th on their all-time list) – the rest were for Saracens
Started last season as a lock (first 2 games, inc the LDH)
Last PREM try – v Glos at Kingsholm in April 2010 (his only one in the past 4 seasons)

Alex ROGERS (25/11/16) ex Newcastle, retired Jun 2017 to work in cyber security
Biog 1
Only PREM start this season v Bath in Rd 2
Biog 2
Played for 5 clubs in 4 different countries
Biog 3
Yellow card v Bristol last month
Commentary Notes
Biog 3 – Sent to the bin by Wayne Barnes alongside Gaston Cortes after the ref got fed up with their scrummaging techniques (“Go off, as you’re not interested in scrummaging”)
ACADEMY PLAYER UNDER DEAN RICHARDS AT QUINS 
This Season 
YC v Bristol (H) in Oct
Last Season 
8 PREM games (just 1 start) 
2014/15 
Played 12 games in the PREM – only start v Leicester in March 2015
2 starts in the EPCR Challenge Cup & 2 bench appearances
Club Career
25 previous PREM games (3 starts, 0 tries, 1 YC) – all for Newcastle
11 previous EPCR games (0 tries) – all for Newcastle in Chall Cup
Arrived at Newcastle via Abu Dhabi, Australia and France
Played for Blaydon on his arrival in the North East
Spent 4 years in France with Lille in Federale 1
Had 5-month spell with Abu Dhabi Harlequins and then played in Australia
Came through the Harle	quins academy system and joined first team squad in 2004. Only played one first team game for Harlequins (as a 72nd-minute replacement) – v L Irish in the Anglo-Welsh Cup in Oct 2008
Miscellaneous
Once played in a cup final against Bahrain in 43-degree heat
Studied business management and leadership at Northumbria Uni
Age: Will be 30 in December (born in Eastbourne, Sussex (as was Joe Marler); DOB 16/12/86)



Joe ROKOCOKO (13/10/18) ex Racing, retired Sep 2019
Biog 1
TRY IN WIN v AGEN LAST MONTH
Biog 2
JUST 4 TRIES IN HIS LAST 55 GAMES
Biog 3
SENT OFF v AGEN LAST MONTH 
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Equalled last season’s tally…ONLY TRY OF LAST SEASON v TOULOUSE IN APRIL
2nd EQUAL ON NZ ALL-TIME TRY LIST 
WON FRENCH TITLE IN 1st SEASON WITH RACING – Try in Top 14 final at Nou Camp v Toulon
Biog 3 - Enjoyed a sensational debut international season in 2003, scoring 17 tries in 12 tests – including hat-tricks v France & Australia
Last Season
19 Top 14 apps (14 starts, 1 try); 0 in 6 in Champs Cup
2016/17
19 Top 14 apps (2 tries); 0 in 5 in Champs Cup
2015/16
23 Top 14 apps (7 tries)
Club Career
30 previous EPCR games (6 tries) – 1 in 17 for Racing, 5 in 13 for Bayonne
152 previous Top 14 games (30 tries, 2 YC) – 11 in 67 for Racing, 19 in 85 for Bayonne 
96 previous Super Rugby games (39 tries) – all for Blues 
Penned a 3-yr deal with Racing in 2015 to end a four-season tint at relegated Bayonne
Joined Bayonne in 2011 after being left out of 2011 World Cup squad
Won Super Rugby title with Blues in his first season in 2003
International Career
68 New Zealand caps (46 tries) (2003-10) - debut v England (Wellington) Jun 2003, last cap v England (Twickenham) Nov 2010
8 games for the Barbarians (last v England XV in June 2015)
On NZ debut was youngest player selected for the ABs (aged 19) since Jonah Lomu in 1994
Played in the 2003 and 2007 World Cups (scoring 11 tries in 8 games)
Wrist surgery led to 13-month international exile towards end of career.
Miscellaneous
Moved to NZ from Fiji when he was 5
Full name is Josevata Taliga 
Cousin of one-cap All Black Joeli Vidiri, whose career was cut short by a kidney affliction 
Age Was 35 in Jun (born in Nadi, Fiji and raised in Auckland; DOB 06/06/83) 


Jono ROSS (27/05/23) PREM Final, final game for Sale & career
Biog 1
Try in win v old club Saracens in March 
Biog 2
Retires after this game, 6th season with Sale
Biog 3
93rd PREM game as Sale captain
Commentary Notes
1st PREM Final
Biog 1 - Played in the Anglo-Welsh Cup in 2012/13 for Saracens, but never in the PREM
PREM CAPTAINCY RECORD: PL92 W50 L37 D5 (gone past Jason Robinson’s records for most PREM games & wins as Sale skipper)
7 Yellow cards in last 52 PREM 
Concussion issues in 2021, plus extended holiday in S Africa, Maldives & Belgrade! Missed 7 PREM games…1 in Mar (ban), 1 in Dec (conc) & 1 in Nov (ill)…only missed 1 in his 3 previous seasons!
MADE 1,000th TACKLE IN THE PREM IN JUST HIS 69th APPEARANCE AT END OF JAN 2021; Made more tackles than any other player in each of 2017/18, 2018/19 & 2019/20 seasons
Missed the Saracens game in Oct 2019 after 62 consecutive PREM apps
This Season 
Try v Bth (A) Sep, capt in win v Leic (A) Oct, YC v Uls (A) Jan, try v Glo (A) Apr, 222 PREM tackles (3rd after SF), 2nd PREM PO
Last Season 
FPYC v Lir (A) Sep, try & FPYC v Har (H) Oct, try v Nor (H) Nov, only missed 2 PREM games, 217 PREM  tackles
2020/21 
FPYC v Nor (H) Nov, YC v Glo (A) & try v Wor (H) Jan, FPYC v Bri (A) Feb, 165 PREM  tackles
2019/20 (Captain in PREM Cup win)
268 PREM tackles (1st); YC v Gla (H) Jan; MoM v Glo (A) Feb, FPYC v Was (A) Aug, FPYC v Bth (H) Sep
2018/19 
PoM v Wor (H) R2, YC v Exe (A) R3, try v Was (H) R4, 331 PREM  tackles (1st), 276 carries (4th)
2017/18 
Rd 5-high 25 tackles v Glo (H) in Sep; 336 tackles (1st); 21 tackles v Lir (A) in Feb; PoM v Was (H) Apr
2016/17 (for Stade Francais)
Won Challenge Cup & played in Champs Cup play-offs 
2014/15 (for Stade Francais)
2 tries in 3 Challenge Cup games in 2014/15 (both v Bucharest) but also 2 yellows (both v Newcastle)
Club Career
119 previous PREM games (108 starts, 10 tries, 12YC) – all Sal
21 previous Champions Cup games (15 sts, 3 tries, 2YC) – 2 in 15 Sal, 1 in 6 Sta (3 sts)
19 previous Challenge Cup games (17 sts, 3 tries, 2YC) – 1 in 11 Sal, 2 in 8 Sta (6 sts, 2YC)
2 Champions Cup play-off games (1 start, 0 tries) – all Sta
51 previous Top 14 games (42 sts, 5 tries, 3YC) – all Sta
19 prev Super Rugby games (13 sts, 4 tries) – all Bul (1YC in Vodacom Cup)
Signed for Sale in 2017
Joined Stade in 2014
Played in the Anglo-Welsh Cup in 2012/13 for Saracens
Ex- Bulls in Super Rugby & Blue Bulls in Currie Cup (1st ever English-speaking captain in 2011)
International Career
Uncapped (England qualified through grandmother)
Age Will be 33 in October (born in Sandton, RSA; DOB 27/10/90)

Mike ROSS (15/10/16) ex Leinster, retired 2017
Biog 1
ONLY EPCR TRY v WASPS IN 2013
Biog 2
OVER 4 YEARS SINCE LAST YELLOW CARD 
Commentary Notes
Remarkably for a prop, Ross hasn’t been sin-binned since March 31, 2012 (v Munster)
This Season
0 tries in 5 PRO12 apps (2 starts)
Last Season
4 RWC starts (inc QF defeat); 1st career PRO12 try, in his 78th game, in win v Scarlets in Nov
Club Career
63 previous EPCR games (1 try) – 1 in 47 for Leinster, 0 in 16 for Harlequins
94 previous PRO12 games (1 try) – 93 for Leinster, 1  for Munster
Joined Leinster in 2009, a few months after playing against them for Quins in infamous 2009 Champions Cup QF
Joined Harlequins in 2006
Made 1 Celtic League appearance (as a sub) for Munster in 2005/06
Started out with Cork Constitution
International Career
61 Ireland caps (0 tries) – debut v Canada in May 2009, last cap v Rsa June 2016 
Started all 5 games in 2014 6N triumph
Injured v England at Twickenham in 2012
All 5 games in 2011 World Cup
Age Will be 37 in Dec (born in Cork, DOB 21/12/79)

Danie ROSSOUW (May 2014) ex Toulon, retired Jun 2014
BIOG 1
PLAYING HIS LAST EVER COMPETITIVE MATCH
BIOG 2
HAS WON CURRIE CUP, SUPER RUGBY, TRI NATIONS, WORLD CUP AND HEINEKEN CUP
BIOG 3
SCORED 10 TRIES IN 63 TESTS FOR SOUTH AFRICA
Commentary Notes
DOB 06/05/78
35-years-old
Can play in back row or second row
WORLD CUP WINNER WITH SOUTH AFRICA IN 2007
Won the Currie Cup in 2002, 2003, 2004, 2006 and 2009
Also won the 2009 Tri Nations with South Africa
Scored a try on his international debut in a 72-6 win v Georgia at the 2003 World Cup
Scored a try in the 2009 Super Rugby final
Played in two tests v British and Irish Lions in 2009
He was the man who just forced Mark Cueto into touch in that famous moment in the 2007 World Cup final
WON THE JAPANESE LEAGUE WITH SUNTORY SUNGOLIATH IN 2012
WON THE SUPER RUGBY TITLE WITH THE BLUE BULLS IN 2007 AND 2009

Nic ROUSE (26/12/15) ex-L Irish, retired Jun 2016
Biog 1
1st PREM GAME THIS SEASON 
Biog 2
RULED OUT UNTIL BOXING DAY LAST SEASON
Commentary Notes
This Season
1st appearance this season v Edinburgh in Chall Cup in Dec
Last Season
1st app of the season on Boxing Day; agreed new contract
2013/14
Missed just 3 PREM games; Made 15 starts; Scored 1st PREM try v Exeter in Sep
Club Career
42 previous PREM games (1 try) – 1 in 28 for L Irish, 0 in 14 for Sale
20 previous EPCR games (1 try) – 0 in 8 for L Irish, 0 in 5 for Sale, 1 in 7 for Caerphilly
Signed for L Irish in summer 2013
Named in the RFU Championship Dream Team 2012/13 after playing more than 2,000 minutes for Nottingham; it was the third time he had made the Dream team in the second tier.
One of the legion of former Nottingham players in the PREM, played under Glenn Delaney
Re-joined Nottingham in summer 2011
Started every PREM game under Mike Brewer at Sale, but wasn’t seen much after the Kiwi left
Signed for Sale Sharks in 2010/11 from Nottingham
Went to London Irish on loan in 2008 to cover for injuries to Nick Kennedy, James Hudson and Bob Casey and made 1 PREM appearance v Leicester in Sep
Won the Player of the Year award in his first season with Nottingham
Joined Nottingham in 2006 and made over 120 apps for the club 
Remarkable EPCR debut in the context of how far EPCR rugby has come…played for Caerphilly in the dying days of Welsh clubs playing at the highest level v Harlequins in the Challenge Cup at the little Virginia Park ground in front of 1,500 people!
Also played for Caerphilly, Manchester and at Plymouth Albion for several years
Joined the Bath academy in 1999; Began playing at Newbury RFC at the age of 5
International Career
England Students and England Counties
Age Will be 35 in February (born in Chatham, Kent; DOB 10/02/81)

Dominic RYAN (23/09/17) – forced to retire 2018 due to concussion
Biog 1
Made PREM debut in Round 1
Biog 2
Won only Ireland cap v Georgia in 2014
Biog 3
Joined Tigers from Leinster Last Season
Commentary Notes
Last Season
Leic & PREM debut when started v Bth (H) in Rd 1, suffered head knock v Nor (A) but deemed HIA not needed
2016/17
9 PRO12 apps (try v Gla in Apr), didn’t play in Champs Cup
2015/16
16 PRO12 apps (1 try), 2 apps in Champs Cup
2014/15
Tries v Sca in Sep & Was in Oct -  1st game in Europe for 3 years & just his 2nd start in Europe, try v Zebre in Feb; played in Champs Cup QF v Bath
2013/14
2 tries in 17 PRO 12 games
Club Career
3 previous PREM games (1 start, 0 tries) – all for Leic
13 previous EPCR games (3 tries) – all for Lein
100 previous PRO12 games (15 tries) – all for Lein
Involved in both Leinster A’s B&I Cup triumphs
International Career
1 Ireland cap (0 tries) – debut v Georgia Nov 2014
Captained Emerging Ireland
Ex-Ireland U20 (won 2010 Junior Six Nations)
Age Will be 28 in March (born in Dublin, DOB 28/03/90)


Donnacha RYAN (10/04/21) ex Racing, retired Jun 2021
Biog 1
WON CHAMPIONS CUP WITH MUNSTER IN 2008
Biog 2
PLAYED IN 2nd CHAMPIONS CUP FINAL IN OCTOBER
Biog 3
47 IRELAND CAPS, LAST IN MARCH 2017 v ENGLAND
Commentary Notes
Has been a big hit in Paris, but rumoured to be approaching his final games for the club…
Biog 1 - 2 repl apps v Scarlets & Saracens, didn’t play in the Final
Just 1 try in over 6 seasons in all comps prior to 2018/19 when he scored twice (v Agen & Bordeaux), which in itself was the first time in over a decade he’d scored more than one try in a season. Hasn’t scored since
Last EPCR try was over a decade ago v Benetton in Jan 2010
160 APPEARANCES FOR MUNSTER 2004-17
Last Season
2nd Champions Cup Final 
Club Career
53 previous Top 14 games (42 starts, 2 tries) – all Rac
67 previous Champions Cup games (2 tries) – 0 in 20 for Rac, 2 in 47 for Mun
2 previous Challenge Cup games (0 tries) – all for Mun
112 previous PRO12 games (5 tries) – all for Mun
Joined Racing 92 in 2017
Signed new 3-year contract in Dec 2013 until 2017
Ruled out for 6 months in Sep 2014 with a toe injury that affected his sesamoid bone beneath the toe which meant he couldn’t get the purchase to scrummage - had to have an operation
Try on EPCR debut v Scarlets in March 2007
PRO12 debut in 2004/05
Came through ranks at Munster
International Career
47 Ireland caps (26 sts, 0 pts) - debut v Arg (Croke Pk) Nov 2008 (repl flanker); last cap v Eng (Aviva) Mar 2017
Feared his career was over due to injury in 2015
Back in 6N this season after not being involved in both 2014 & 2015 seasons
Start v Wales in Aug 2015 was first cap for 17 months, due to toe injury
Started every game in 2013 Six Nations
Repl in QF defeat v Wales at 2011 World Cup, had started v Russia
Man of the match on his 1st start in Six Nations v Scotland in Round 4 in 2012
Man of the match in win v Italy in 2016 
World Cup Record
6 appearances (0 pts) across 2 tournaments (2011 & 2015) – W4, L2
Age: Turned 37 in Dec (born in Nenagh, Tipperary, Ire; DOB 11/12/83)


Benjamin SA (23/10/14) ex Bordeaux-Begles, retired 2015
Biog
MADE EPCR DEBUT 12 YEARS AGO
Commentary Notes
Prop
His debut was AGAINST Bordeaux in the Challenge Cup for Spanish side La Moraleja Alcobendas 
Club Career
Made move to Bordeaux in 2013
Re-joined Racing Metro in 2010
Signed for Montauban in 2006
Joined Racing Metro in 2004
Travelled to Spain in 2002 to play for Madrid club La Moraleja Alcobendas 
Left New Zealand at the age of 21 and spent a year in Hong Kong 
International Career
Ex-New Zealand U20
Miscellaneous
Full name is Salemane Benjamin Sa
Age Will be 35 in January (DOB 30/01/80 in Auckland)

Paul SACKEY (07/09/13) – ex Harlequins, retired Jun 2014
Biog
RETURNS TO PREM AFTER THREE SEASONS IN FRANCE
Biog 2
WON THE PREM AND HEINEKEN CUP WITH WASPS
Commentary Notes
Signed on injury dispensation after Ross Chisholm and Ollie Lindsay-Hague were crocked pre-season
Played for Toulon and Stade Francais in the Top 14
Had limited involvement in 2005 (joined mid-season from L Irish), but did play in the final and seven tries in Wasps’ title campaign in 2008 when he also played in the climax (both v Leicester)
68 tries in 185 Previous PREM games (30 of those in 80 games for Wasps)
22 England caps
Will be 34 in November


Julian SALVI (18/02/18) ex Exeter, retired Jun 2018
Biog 1
Only 5th PREM start in last 16 months
Biog 2
Yellow card v old club Leicester in September
Biog 3
Try in AW Cup semi v Quins last March
Commentary Notes
Contract up in summer 
Biog 1 –Ruled out for 5 months last season (bicep)
This Season
Only previous PREM start v Leic (A) in Sep 
Last Season
Just 8 PREM apps; 16 tackles v Har(H) in Sep; Out from mid-Oct to Mid-Mar with bicep injury
2015/16
21 PREM games (18 starts), try v New (A) in Nov; started 1st 4 Champs Cup games; 4th PREM PO (W2 L3) for 3 different clubs, 3rd PREM Final
2014/15 (for Leicester)
21 PREM games (20 starts) - Only missed 17 mins of PREM action (at end v Lwe in Nov) until injury ruled him out for 2 games in late Feb; match-winning try v Sal in Jan; 100th game for Leic in Jan v Bth (MoM); 100th PREM game in Mar; Top tackler in PREM with 235
2013/14
Try v Tre in Jan, 19 PREM starts (0 PREM tries)
Club Career
140 previous PREM games (129 starts, 9 tries, 3YC) – 2 in 34 for Exe, 7 in 83 for Leic, 0 in 23 for Bth
39 previous EPCR games (4 tries) – 0 in 10 for Exe, 4 in 23 for Leic, 0 in 6 for Bth
Signed for Exeter in 2015, 1 PREM final 
2 PREM Finals for Leicester; played in his first PREM final in 2012 and second in 2013
Broken hand during win v Exeter at end of Sep 2012 ruled him out for a month
Leicester supporters’ player of the year 2012/13
Bagged PREM tries v Newcastle in Feb & L Irish in March 2012, and in consecutive games v Newcastle and Saracens in Sep 2011
Initially signed for Leicester as an injury dispensation when Craig Newby was ruled out of opening months of 2011/12 following knee surgery
Was on losing side v Leicester for Bath in 2010 Semi-final
Made over 50 appearances for the Brumbies in Super Rugby in two spells either side of his 2009/10 season in the PREM with Bath (played in all 23 games)
International Career
Ex-Australia Schools and U21 captain, also played for Australia ‘A’
Age Was 32 in October (born in Canberra, Aus; DOB 09/10/85)

Christophe SAMSON (19/01/20) ex Castres lock, retired Jun 2020
Biog 1
3-TIME TOP 14 WINNER 
Biog 2
5 CAPS FOR FRANCE, LAST IN 2013
Biog3
YELLOW CARD IN EACH OF HIS LAST 2 GAMES
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 - WITH CASTRES TWICE & CLERMONT
THE VICTIM OF MATHIEU BASTAREAUD’S ACT THAT EARNED GTHE TOULON SKIPPER A 5-WEEK BAN IN NOVEMBER 
Club Career
49 previous EPCR games (1 try) – 1 in 25 for Castres, 12 for Toulon, 12 for Clermont
Actually started out playing for La Rochelle in 2006/07 before moving to Clermont – lost the PRO D2 final to Dax at the end of that season
Made 40 appearances for Clermont in Top 14 2007-10
Was part of squad that finally won Top 14 for Clermont in 2010 after finishing runners-up 10 times
Moved to Toulon and made 45 Top 14 appearances in two seasons 2010-12
Signed for Castres in summer of 2012
International Career
5 France caps - debut for France v Argentina on the summer tour in 2012
Age Will be 35 in March (born in Clermont, DOB 01/03/84)





Thomas SANCHOU (01/05/14) ex Castres, retired 2015
BIOG 1
MAKING FIRST TOP 14 START AT CENTRE FOR BRIVE, 3 AT SCRUM-HALF
BIOG 2
FORMER ALBI AND CASTRES BACK
BIOG 3
SENT OFF v GRENOBLE IN 12-12 DRAW IN ROUND 8
Commentary Notes
DOB 23/11/81
Born in Pau
Centre/fly-half/scrum-half
His dad was a prop for Etoile Sportive Arudyenne and he began his career with the club
Also spent time with Pau but his career took off with Albi, where he made well over 50 appearances over the course of several seasons
Won promotion from PRO D2 with Albi in 2006
Joined Castres in 2008
Made over 50 appearances for the club and won the Top 14 with them in 2012/13 but made just two appearances all season
Scored a try and got a yellow card while playing against Toulouse for Castres in a 30-10 win in November 2009
Also scored a try against Toulouse for Castres the season before in a 28-10 defeat
Signed a two-year deal with Brive in the summer

Pat SANDERSON – WORCESTER (24/02/12)
He may not have any medals to show for it, or even have appeared in the play-offs, but Sanderson was one of the stalwarts of the PREM in each of its first 13 seasons and can lay a claim to be Worcester’s greatest ever player
He moved from Sale to Harlequins in 1999 and was recruited for Worcester’s inaugural top flight season in 2004/05. His inspirational leadership steered them for six straight campaigns until relegation at the end of 2009/10. He had to give best to a shoulder injury in August 2011 and is much missed in the Warriors team
He played 206 PREM games, a tally only bettered by Joe Worsley in terms of back row forwards, and was handed his England debut in New Zealand in 1998 in the fall-out from the famous 76-0 defeat by Australia. He went on to play 16 times, leading his country in both Tests on the 2006 tour to Australia. His last cap was in South Africa in 2007
In 2003 he was elected as the first playing Chairman of The Rugby Players' Association; during his two-year tenure he introduced the role of Player Development Manager (PDM), which helps players prepare for their lives after rugby
He was 34 in September

Pat SANDERSON – HARLEQUINS (31/12/11)
He may not have any medals to show for it, or even appeared in the play-offs, but Sanderson was one of the stalwarts of the PREM in each of its first 13 seasons.
He moved from Sale to Harlequins in 1999 and stayed at The Stoop for five seasons (making 65 PREM appearances) until being recruited by newly promoted Worcester in 2004. He was forced to retire in August 2010 due to shoulder trouble after a grand total of 206 PREM games, a tally only bettered by Joe Worsley in terms of back row forwards.
He made his England debut in New Zealand in 1998 in the fall-out from the famous 76-0 defeat by Australia. He went on to play 16 times, leading his country in both Tests on the 2006 tour to Australia. His last cap was in South Africa in 2007.
In 2003 he was elected as the first playing Chairman of The Rugby Players' Association. During his two-year tenure he introduced the role of Player Development Manager (PDM), which helps players prepare for their lives after rugby.
He was 34 in September.

MANU SAUBUSSE (May 2014) ex Bordeaux, joined Mont de Marsan 2014, signed for Bayonne 2016
BIOG 1
HAS BEEN ON ALL BUT ONE BORDEAUX TOP 14 TEAMSHEET THIS SEASON – JUST 5 STARTS THOUGH
BIOG 2
KNEE INJURIES KEPT HIM OUT FOR MUCH OF LAST TWO SEASONS
Commentary Notes
DOB 23/11/89
Born in
Scrum-half
Full name is Emmanuel Saubusse
Had only made a handful of appearances each season before the start of this campaign but has been on the teamsheet for every Top 14 match so far this season
Was in the squad for the first seven games of last season before a knee ligament injury ruled him out for the rest of the season
An injury to ligaments in the other knee kept him out for much of the 2011/12 season as well

Niall SAUNDERS (08/03/20 – repl, final app of career) ex-Quins, retired Jun 2020
Biog 1
Replacement wing in his last 2 PREM games
Biog 2
Capped by Ireland at U20 level 
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – v L Irish & Exeter (latter is only win of PREM career)
Biog 2 - Played in U20 Six Nations & World Junior Champs in 2016
Last Season
New deal; Started PREM Cup games v Newcastle & Exeter in Oct 
EPCR debut in defeat at Benetton in December 2018; PREM debut in Mar v Glo
Club Career
5 previous PREM games (0 starts, 0 tries) – all Har
3 previous Champions Cup game (0 starts, 0 tries) – all Har 
2 previous Challenge Cup games (0 starts, 0 tries) – all Har
Scrum half
Product of Harlequins academy
Came through the ranks at Cobham RFC
International Career
Ireland U18 & U20 international
Miscellaneous
Dad Rob Saunders was Ireland scrum half 1991-94 and played in the 1991 Rugby World Cup
Age Was 22 in December (born in Chertsey, Surrey; DOB 21/12/97)


James SCAYSBROOK (04/05/14) ex Exeter, retired May 2015
Biog 1
ONLY HIS 4th PREM APPEARANCE THIS YEAR
Biog 2
SCORED HIS 1st PREM TRY FOR EXETER IN SEPTEMBER
Commentary Notes
Had only missed 3 of Exeter’s 70 PREM games up until the end of Sep 2013 before falling out of favour…Apart from two sin-bins and being substituted late on v Saracens in 2011/12 he was on the field for the entirety of Exeter’s first two PREM campaigns in 2010/11 and 2011/12; was a bit slack last season…missed three and was replaced five times!
His last PREM try before the effort v Wasps in Rd 2 was for Bath v Wasps in Nov 2006!!
Club Career
Signed a new two-year Exeter contract last season
121 PREM games for Bath - Played more PREM games for Bath than the likes of Regan, Catt, Balshaw and Tindall
8 seasons with Bath – left in 2009; his last PREM game was semi-final v Leicester (Walkers Stadium)
Age Was 32 on New Year’s Day (born in Birmingham, DOB 01/01/82)


David SEYMOUR (23/12/16) – ex-Sale, retired 06/02/18 to develop his “Couch Grind” coffee business set up in 2017
Biog 1
Try in win v Saints at Edgeley Pk in Sep 2011
Biog 2
214th PREM appearance
Biog 3
Try in win v Harlequins in September
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 - Only Phil Dowson (250+ & counting) & Joe Worsley (218) have more PREM apps in back row
Played in 47 of Sale’s previous 49 PREM games at AJ Bell - only 9 players have played more games at any of Sale’s previous home grounds
Biog 3 – 15th PREM try for Sale, just 3 behind Chris Jones’ Sharks record for a forward
PREM captaincy record: PL49 W21 D2 L26 – only Jason Robinson (56) has skippered the Sharks more
This Season 
Only PREM or EPCR game missed Wasps (A) in Nov; try v Quins (H) in Sep
Last Season
Missed 4 PREM games– only missed 3 in 4 seasons between 2011 & 2015; try v Bath (H) & 200th PREM app in Apr
2014/15
Tries v Saracens (A) in Oct & v L Irish (H) in Nov; MoM v Wasps (H) in Oct; missed just his 3rd PREM game in 4 season (Newcastle, A) in Nov; 100th PREM app for Sale in Dec v Exeter; try v Wasps at Ricoh in Jan, try v Newc in May
2013/14
Made 100th first team appearance for Sale in Oct 2013; Broke Sebastien Chabal’s record for PREM starts in the Sale back row in Oct 2013; try v Quins in LV= Cup in Nov; called up as skipper at last minute v Bath in Mar
Club Career
213 previous PREM games (16 tries, 1YC) - 15 in 139 (120 starts, 1 YC) for Sale, 1 in 74 for Saracens
55 previous EPCR games (4 tries, 2YC) - 2 in 32 for Sale, 2 in 23 for Saracens
Joined Sale in 2009
5 seasons with Saracens, left when  Venter cleared the decks; 100+ games for Sarries (all comps) 
Injury Woes
Missed five months of 2010/11 due to injury
Tackling
Only two players made more tackles than him in the PREM in 2009/10, his first season for Sale 
International Career
Ex-England U21, A & Sevens international (played in 2006 Commonwealth Games in Melbourne)
Age  Was 32 in September (born in Wycombe; DOB 27/09/84)

Tom SHANKLIN (15/12/18)
PLAYED IN EUROPE FOR CARDIFF BLUES & SARACENS
8 TRIES IN 41 CHAMPIONS CUP APPEARANCES 
Notes
Club Career
62 Celtic League games (18 tries) – all Cbl
36 PREM games (7 tries) – all Sar
42 Champions Cup games (8 tries) – 7 in 40 Cbl, 1 in 2 Sar
10 Challenge Cup games (11 tries) – all Sar
Retired in April 2011 due to a knee injury
Won Anglo-Welsh Cup & Challenge Cup (didn’t play in final) winners' medals with Blues
Joined Cardiff Blues for their inaugural season in 2003/04
Product of Saracens Academy
Club Career
70 Wales caps (56 starts, 20 tries) – debut v Jpn (Tokyo) Jun 2001; last cap v Nzl (H) Nov 2010 
Named in two British & Irish Lions squads (2005 & 2009) but never won a Lions cap
Six Nations Grand Slams in 2005 and 2008
Age Was 39 last month (born in Harrow, DOB 24/11/79)

Charlie SHARPLES (28/12/19) ex Gloucester
Biog 1
10 PREM tries last season
Biog 2
8 tries in 17 previous PREM appearances v Saints
Biog 3
1st start this season (all comps)
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 - Equalled 11yo Gloucester record held by Simpson-Daniel 
Biog 2 – Only Tom Voyce (10) & Steve Hanley (11) have scored more against them
Biog 3 – 192nd PREM game, just his 2nd this season; Record for a Gloucester back, only Nick Wood has more apps for Gloucester & only Simpson-Daniel (63) has more PREM tries for Glo than Sharples (57); last season broke Sinbad rec for most starts
14 Chall Cup tries, =2nd w/ May & Forrester, Simpson-Daniel 1st in terms of Chall Cup tries for Glo
Last Season 
Try v Nor (H) R1, head inj (carried off) v Bth (A) R2, 2T (50 PREM tries) v Bri (H) R3; head inj v Bth in tackle on Cokanasiga; out Jan-Mar (hand); try v New (H) May; 10 PREM tries; 2nd PREM PO  
2017/18 
Finger inj Sep (out 10 wks); try v Zeb (H) Dec; try v Was (H) Feb = at least 1 try in 10 succ. campaigns
2016/17 
Tries v Leic (H)/Sal (A) in Sep, Exe (A)/Nor (A) in Oct, Was (H) in Nov & Wor (H) in Jan; 2T v Har (H) in Mar; On PREM bench for 2nd time in 4 years v Bth (A) in Apr
2015/16
Try v Lar (A) in Nov; try v Exe (A) in Jan; passed PREM 100 starts for Glo on the wing; suffered season-ending knee injury v Lir in Mar
2014/15
Started all but 3 games– missed 2 Chall & 1 PREM; Tries v Lwe & Leic (Sep-Oct); 3 v Bve in Oct, try v Zeb (A) in Dec, FB v Exe (A) in Jan (100th PREM start); not played at FB for 4 yrs before v Exe & Sar in Jan , plus Was in Mar…4 FB sts in a row in Sep/Oct 2010 & 1 in Feb 2011; Try in 1st Euro PO v Con
2013/14
11 tries: v Nor (H) in Sep, Mun (A) in Oct, Jpn (H) x 3 in Nov (inc.50th career try), Mun (H) & Per (A) in Jan, Sal & Leic in Feb, Exe in Mar, Lir in May
Club Career
191 previous PREM games (170 starts, 57 tries) – all Glo
19 previous Champions Cup games (11 starts, 7 tries) – all Glo
38 previous Challenge Cup games (14 tries) – all Glo
2 Champions Cup play-off games (1 try) – all Glo
Only PREM try in 2012/13 before Was in Feb 2013 was v Leic in Oct 2012
Had an eventful time v Sal over the years….Hat-trick in May 2011, sent off for a tackle on Marika Vakacegu at Stockport in Oct 2009; Chris Fortey only Glo player to be sent off twice in the PREM
18 tries in all comps in 2010/11 (Glo’s top try scorer), including a hat-trick v Sal in May 2011
Try v Was in 2010 Chall Cup QF defeat, 2 tries in dramatic 29-28 clash v Sar in April 2010
International Career
4 England caps (2 tries) – debut v Wal at Twickenham in August 2011, last cap v Aus in Nov 2012
first start v France in March 2012; He’s the only Mr Sharples to have played international rugby…
Miscellaneous
Shoulder surgery in May 2012; Sharples was best man at Jonny May’s wedding in Jul 2017
Age Was 30 in August (born in Hong Kong, DOB 17/08/89)



Simon SHAW (02/12/17 – WAS v LEIC)
Wasps record 237 PREM games (1997-2011)
Involved in all 4 of Wasps’ PREM title seasons
Played for Wasps v Leicester 25 times in the PREM
Notes
Holder of the overall PREM apps record for a short spell, after overtaking Hugh Vyvyan in his final season 
W12 L13 v Leicester in the PREM, only Vyvyan, Steve Borthwick and Phil Dowson played more v Tigers
1st ever PREM game in 1997 v L Irish also featured the likes of Conor O’Shea and Mark McCall
Scored a drop goal against Bath in 2000
Club Career
237 PREM games (212 starts, 98 pts, 19 tries, 1 dg) – all for Was
86 EPCR games (6 tries) – OT in 6 for Tln, 6T in 80 for Was
Signed by Toulon in Nov 2011 as an 'injury joker' for the rest of the 2011-12 season
Won 4 PREM titles, 2 Champions Cups & the old English Cup with Wasps
PREM Player of the Year 2003/04
Joined Wasps in 1997 in what was, at the time, a big-money move as the English club game became professional
Ex-Bristol (they were amateur in those days)
International Career
73 caps
71 England (44 starts, 2T, 1RC) – Eng debut v Ita (H) Nov 1996, last Eng cap v Fra (Auckland) Oct 2011
2 Lions (2 starts, 0 tries) – Lions debut v Rsa (Pretoria) Jun 2009, last Lions cap v Rsa (Jo’burg) Jul 2009
Started in 2011 World Cup v Geo, repl v Rom & in QF defeat v Fra
Named in England EPS Squad in Jul 2010 (16 years after his 1st call-up)
Went on 2009 Lions tour of Rsa, YC & subsequent 2-week ban for striking Fourie du Preez in 3rd Test win
Late addition to 2005 Lions tour of Nzl after inj to Malcolm O'Kelly
Only 3rd Eng player sent off (kneeing Keith Robinson in 2nd Test v Nzl in Auckland 2004)
Left out of original 2003 World Cup squad but inj to Danny Grewcock saw Shaw flown out to Aus - awarded winner's medal despite not playing a game!
Scored maiden Test try on 2001 tour of N America (v Can)
Recalled to Eng squad in 2000 as cover for inj Martin Johnson, repl in win v Rsa in Bloemfontein
Went on disastrous Eng tour to Nzl & Aus in 1998; missed out on selection for 1999 World Cup
Started all of the 1997 Five Nations matches & named in Lions squad to Rsa (did not feature in Test side)
Called up for the 1995 World Cup, unable to go due to ruptured knee ligament
Flown out as a replacement for the 1994 England tour of Rsa
Ex-England U18 (biggest ever Eng Schools international at time), U19 Colts, Students & U21
Miscellaneous
6ft 9in
Age Was 44 in September (born in Nairobi, Ken; DOB 01/09/73)

Andrew SHERIDAN (15/04/11) – ex Sale, joined Toulon in 2012, retired 2014
Biog 1
1st PREM MATCH FOR 8 WEEKS
Biog 2
PLAYED FOR THE LIONS v S AFRICA IN 2009
Commentary Notes	
Despite injury problems this is 148th PREM game (inc. 6 for Richmond & 58 for Bristol). Now 31, he was 19 on debut
Suffered a severe shoulder dislocation in Heineken Cup clash with Cardiff Blues in October 2009 and missed the rest of the season.
Played in all four autumn ints – his first England Tests for 20 months
Member of all-conquering 1997 England U18 squad in Australia - alongside the like sof Wilkinson, Tindall, Balshaw, Mears, Borthwick – as a lock
PREM debut for Richmond v Sale in 1999 
WON LAST OF 40 ENGLAND CAPS v ARGENTINA IN 2011 WORLD CUP
Commentary Notes
DOB 1/11/79
Also won the 2005 EPCR Challenge Cup with Sale
Played in two tests for the British and Irish Lions v South Africa in 2009, including the 28-9 win in the final game
He also went on the 2005 Lions tour when he was much less experienced and a surprise inclusion and played in five midweek matches
Has had a host of problems with injuries throughout his career and had to return home after sustaining a shoulder injury in his last England cap v Argentina in 2011 World Cup
Other injuries include a broken ankle v South Africa in 2006 and a serious illness caused by an insect bite in the build-up to the 2007 World Cup
Shot to prominence after giving Australia a torrid time in the scrum in 2005, when Matt Dunning suffered a neck injury and Al Baxter was sinbinned for collapsing the scrum as a result of the pressure
Won man of the match in the World Cup quarter final v Australia in 2007 in a similar display of dominance
Went on to play the whole game in the 2007 World Cup final as England lost 15-6 to South Africa
And Toulon fans have taken to him as a result of that scrummaging prowess
Former Richmond, Bristol and Sale prop
Started out as a lock, including for England U16 and U18, but converted into a prop and is very tall for a prop even by modern standards at 6 foot 5

Edd SHERVINGTON (12/03/16) ex Wasps, retired May 2016
Biog 1
TURNED 31-YEARS-OLD YESTERDAY
Biog 2
STARTED v GLOUCESTER LAST WEEK
Biog 3
FORMER WORCESTER & OSPREYS HOOKER 
Commentary Notes
Yet to score a PREM try – only 11 players have played more PREM games without a try
This Season
Made 1st appearance off bench v L Irish in Nov & came off bench v Exeter in Dec
Also came off bench at Bath in Champions Cup
Last Season
Club debut in LV= Cup, 1st start in LV win v L Irish in Nov; Wasps PREM debut v L Welsh in Nov
2013/14
17 PREM games for Worcester
Club Career
72 previous PREM games (0 tries) – 19 for Wasps, 53 for Worcester
26 previous EPCR games (1 try) – 0 in 8 for Wasps, 0 in 13 for Worcester, 1 in 5 for Ospreys
Signed for Wasps at the end of 2013/14
Started, or a sub, in every PREM game for Worcester from Oct 2012 until missing the Exeter (end of Oct 2013) & Bath (early Nov 2013) games
Joined Worcester in 2010 - Had to compete at Ospreys with Wales international hookers Huw Bennett and Richard Hibbard, and when Mefin Davies arrived as well it was time to go…
27 Pro12 apps & 5 in the Heineken Cup in total 2006-10
Graduated to Ospreys setup in 2006 and made just 3 Pro12 apps and 1 LV= Cup app in first season
Made his debut for Neath in 2003
International Career
Played for Wales at U18, U19 and U21 level
Miscellaneous
Comes from a farming family near Newport – says he will work full-time there when he retires; Thought about quitting in 2010 but was convinced to carry on by his mother!
Age WAS 31 YESTERDAY (Born in Newport, Wal; DOB 11/03/85)

Aaron SHINGLER (16/10/21) ex Scarlets, retired Jun 2023
Biog 1
AGREED A NEW CONTRACT IN MARCH
Biog 2
MISSED ENTIRE 2018/19 SEASON (KNEE)
Biog 3
27 WALES CAPS, LAST v ENGLAND IN MARCH 2020 
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 - Made 1st appearance for a year (illness) against Munster in March 2021 and notched up 191st appearance and 21st try in Scarlets colours v Connacht in last game of PRO14 season
Biog 3 - SCORED ONLY TEST TRY v IRELAND IN 2018
Club Career (04/04/21)
35 previous Champions Cup games (5 tries, 2 YC)
3 previous Challenge Cup games (0 tries)
Made EPCR debut v Castres in 31-23 win in Nov 2011
SCORED 1st PRO12 TRY v ULSTER IN APR 2011
2017/18
10th SEASON WITH THE SCARLETS 
Try v Edi (H) in Sep; try v Dra (H) in Jan; 41 PRO14 lineouts won (3rd)
2015/16
14 PRO12 games (2 tries) & 4 Champs Cup apps
2014/15
18 PRO12 games & started all 6 in Champions Cup – yellow v Leic in Rd 5
2013/14
Suffered an ankle injury while on Wales duty in Feb and didn’t return until April
14 PRO12 apps
1 try in 5 Heineken Cup apps
International Career
27 Wales Caps (14 starts; 5 pts, 1 try) - debut v Sco (H) Feb 2012 after Sam Warburton forced to pull out with a leg injury prior to kick off, last cap v Eng (Tw) Mar 2020
ONLY MISSED 1 WALES GAME AT 2019 WORLD CUP 
32 CARRIES & 47 TACKLES IN OPENING 3 ROUNDS 2018; 3 TURNOVERS AS WELL 
SCO IN RD 1 2018 WAS 1st SIX NATIONS GAME FOR 5 YEARS SINCE v ENG IN MAR 2013
1st cap for 3 years v Tga in Jun 2017 & went on to play in 3 of the 4 autumn Tests
Was named in 32-man 2014 Six Nations squad but suffered an ankle injury in training and didn’t return until April
Won Grand Slam with Wales in 2012 
Played for Wales 7s at 2010 Commonwealth Games in Delhi
Miscellaneous
Played cricket for Glamorgan as a youngster 2003-07
Brother is Steven Shingler (fly half)
Age: Was 34 in August (born in Aldershot, Eng; DOB: 07/08/87)




Peter SHORT (16/09/11) – Ex Exeter
Biog 1
PLAYED 102 PREM GAMES FOR BATH
Biog 2
WON 3 PREM TITLES WITH LEICESTER
Commentary Notes
6 seasons at The Rec. One of just 11 men to have notched 100 PREM games for Bath
Underwent knee surgery last season, but was back to oppose Tom Hayes in the game v Exeter in April.
135th PREM appearance in all (30 for Leicester)
Was 32 in June

Harry SIMMONS (20/01/24) ex-Leicester, retired Dec 2024 due to eye injury sustained in this game v Leinster
Biog 1
TRY IN WIN v SARACENS HERE 2 WEEKS AGO
Biog 2
4th CONSECUTIVE START, ALL COMPETITIONS
Biog 3
CAPPED BY ENGLAND AT U18 LEVEL
Commentary Notes 
MADE 1ST PREM APPEARANCE IN 10 MONTHS ON NEW YEAR’S EVE
ONLY 5 PREM APPEARANCES LAST SEASON
 Made Leicester debut in Nov 2017 but this is only his 38th First Team appearance for Tigers
PRODUCT OF LEICESTER ACADEMY
Dual-registered with Jersey in 2021/22
2017/18 Tigers Players’ Young Player of the Year
Club Career
22 previous PREM games (10 sts, 1 try, 2YC) – all Leic
5 previous Champions Cup games (4 sts, 2 tries) – all Leic
4 previous Challenge Cup games (2 sts, 0 tries) – all Leic
Has also played for Tigers in A-League
Played for Leicester in a pre-season friendly v Loughborough University in 2015
Former Holt youngster
International Career
Uncapped
Ex-England U19
Miscellaneous
He has competed in the National Athletics Championships for Norfolk in the 100 and 800 metres, winning two silver medals and a gold in the long jump
Has also played for his county at hockey and for the Norwich City Football Academy
Learned a lot of scrum half skills from former England scrum half Nick Youngs (Ben & Tom’s dad)
Dad Mark captained Norfolk, Eastern Counties and Holt
Age Was 26 in November (born in Norwich, DOB 25/11/97)




James SIMPSON-DANIEL (14/02/20 – GLO v EXE)
Club record 63 PREM tries for Gloucester 
Record 44 PREM tries here at Kingsholm
Played in 2 PREM finals for Gloucester 
Notes 
Set to hold Gloucester’s PREM try scoring record for a good while yet…his closest pursuer is Charlie Sharples (57) – still 6 behind Simpson-Daniel!! RECORD 44 PREM TRIES AT KINGSHOLM – ONLY MATT BANAHAN (47 at The Rec) HAS SCORED MORE AT ONE GROUND
Club Career
184 PREM games (Glo record 63 tries) – all for Glo
59 EPCR games (40 tries) – all for Glo (21 in 41 Champions Cup, 19 in 18 Challenge Cup)
31 appearances in other games
Suffered an ankle fracture/dislocation in Nov 2013 which led to his retirement on Sep 3 2014
Played in 2 losing PREM finals (2003 & 2007)
Record 44 PREM tries at Kingsholm - a record for a player at any one ground, beating Neil Back’s tally of 42 at Welford Road – his last one was v Wasps on September 22 2012
Ruled out for six months from Nov 2012
Try v Wasps at Adams Park in Feb 2011 but was then carried off with an ankle injury
Signed a new three-year deal in 2011 (his testimonial campaign)
Played in all Gloucester’s three PREM Semis - Scored a try in the 2008 defeat by Leicester
International Career
10 England caps (6 starts, 3 tries) – debut v New Zealand (Twickenham) Nov 2002, last cap was as a repl v SA (Bloemfontein) Jun 2007
Scored 2 tries v Italy A at Sixways in 2011 & called up to Six Nations squad that campaign
England Sevens - Scored a hat-trick of tries in the 2002 HK Sevens final
Miscellaneous
Was a schoolboy fly-half (his idols were Thomas Castaignede & Carlos Spencer)
Monbeg Dude, the horse he co-owns with Mike Tindall and Nick Robinson, won the Welsh National in January 2013 & was the favourite for the 2014 Grand National
Owns a biltong making business with his two brothers
Age Will be 38 in May (born in Stockton-On-Tees, DOB 30/05/82)
James SIMPSON-DANIEL (EURO) (11/01/20 – GLO v MON)
Record 40 EPCR Competition tries for Gloucester 
Won Challenge Cup with Gloucester in 2005/06
Played in 2 PREM finals for Gloucester 
Notes 
Set to hold Gloucester’s  EPCR try scoring record for a good while yet…his closest pursuer is Charlie Sharples (22) – still 18 behind Simpson-Daniel!! RECORD 44 PREM TRIES AT KINGSHOLM – MOST BY ANY PLAYER AT ONE GROUND
Club Career
184 PREM games (Glo record 63 tries) – all for Glo
59 EPCR games (40 tries) – all for Glo (21 in 41 Champions Cup, 19 in 18 Challenge Cup)
31 appearances in other games
Suffered an ankle fracture/dislocation in Nov 2013 which led to his retirement on Sep 3 2014
Played in 2 losing PREM finals (2003 & 2007)
Record 44 PREM tries at Kingsholm - a record for a player at any one ground, beating Neil Back’s tally of 42 at Welford Road – his last one was v Wasps on September 22 2012
Ruled out for six months from Nov 2012
Try v Wasps at Adams Park in Feb 2011 but was then carried off with an ankle injury
Signed a new three-year deal in 2011 (his testimonial campaign)
Played in all Gloucester’s three PREM Semis - Scored a try in the 2008 defeat by Leicester
International Career
10 England caps (6 starts, 3 tries) – debut v New Zealand (Twickenham) Nov 2002, last cap was as a repl v SA (Bloemfontein) Jun 2007
Scored 2 tries v Italy A at Sixways in 2011 & called up to Six Nations squad that campaign
England Sevens - Scored a hat-trick of tries in the 2002 HK Sevens final
Miscellaneous
Was a schoolboy fly-half (his idols were Thomas Castaignede & Carlos Spencer)
Monbeg Dude, the horse he co-owns with Mike Tindall and Nick Robinson, won the Welsh National in January 2013 & was the favourite for the 2014 Grand National
Owns a biltong making business with his two brothers
Age Will be 38 in May (born in Stockton-On-Tees, DOB 30/05/82)

Joe SIMPSON (30/12/22) – ex-Sale, retired after this match, missed conversion with final action of game
Biog 1
Final appearance of 15-year PREM career
Biog 2
Joined Sale this season, his 5th PREM club
Biog 3
223rd PREM appearance
Commentary Notes
Only Josh Lewsey (186) played more PREM games among Backs for Wasps, he fell just short (184)
2018/19 
Try v Bth (H,Cmps Cup) Oct; try v Sal (H) Feb in PREM; 2 tries v Har (H) in last game; inj ankle in Feb
2017/18
Only try v Lar (A) in Cmps Cup in Dec; agreed to join Glo
2016/17
2 tries v Zeb (H) in Oct; made 200th First Team app v Tls (H) in Jan; 3 offloads v Glo (H) in Feb - equal-highest in Rd 16; 2nd PREM PO & 1st PREM final (was in Wasps academy when they won in 2008)
2015/16
Try v Lein (A) in Nov; injured ankle in Jan– out for 11 wks 
2014/15
Played 100th PREM game in Nov; scored Was’ 1st try at Ricoh since it became their home ground in Dec v L Irish; try in each game v Quins in Champions Cup; Signed a new contract in May 2015
2013/14
Not missed PREM game for 10 mths until Wor (Sep) & Sar (Oct); tries v Viadana (Oct), Exeter, Viadana (Jan), Sale & Newcastle; agreed a new contract in August; try in Euro play-off v Stade
Injury Woes
shoulder surgery in 2012 & was also injured at end of 2010 – three months out
Club Career
222 prev PREM games (146 s–145SH,1WG,34T,172p, 2YC) – 0 in 6 Sal, 0 in 10 Bth, 0 in 1 Sar, 7 in 21 Glo, 28 in 184 (2YC) Was
46 previous Champions Cup games (60 pts, 13 tries) – 0 in 2 Sal, 1 in 3 Bth, 3 in 6 Glo, 9 in 35 Was
23 previous Challenge Cup games (17 pts, 3 tries, 1 conv) – all Was
2 previous EPCR Play-off games (5 pts, 1 try) – all Was
Joined Gloucester in 2019, loaned to Saracens & Bath in 2021/22
257 first team appearances for Wasps 2008-19
100th appearance in all games for Wasps in Mar 2013 v Nor; Tries v Lir  & Lwe in 12/13
International Career
1 England cap (0 tries) - 12-minute repl appearance in the 2011 World Cup v Georgia
Named in 25-man GB 7s squad for Olympics; Won only England cap in 2011 World Cup
Played for England XV v Barbarians in Jun 2014
Came on for the Saxons in both their games v Irish Wolfhounds & Scotland A in 2013 & started v Irish W & repl against Sco A in 2014; Named in Saxons Squad in 2010, 2011 Six Nations line-up and then 2011 World Cup 30 (as the only uncapped player)
Miscellaneous
Suffered personal tragedy in Jan 2014 when his mum lost a long battle against illness
Age Was 34 in July (born in Sydney, Aus; DOB 05/07/88)

Jebb SINCLAIR (17/04/16) ex L Irish, released Jun 2017, became a coach in Canada
Biog 1
TRY IN DEFEAT v GRENOBLE IN NOVEMBER
Biog 2
PLAYED 3 TIMES FOR CANADA IN THE WORLD CUP
Biog 3
YELLOW CARD v NEWCASTLE IN MARCH 2015
Commentary Notes
This Season
Try v Leicester in Rd 1; try v Grenoble in Nov; signed new 2-year contract in Jan; Sale in Apr 1st start for 7 weeks
Last Season
Played for Can v Nam in Colwyn Bay, v Sam in Vannes & v Rom in Bucharest in Nov
2013/14
Played alongside Sale’s Phil MacKenzie for Canada in World Cup qualifiers and Nov Tests; Scored 1st try for London Irish in any first team game v Lusitanos in Jan; started v Quins in PREM in Mar
Club Career
64 previous PREM games (2 tries) – all for L Irish
17 previous EPCR games (2 tries) – all for L Irish
Joined L Irish in 2011/12 from the Atlantic Rock club (based in St John’s, Newfoundland)
Won Currie Cup in only season in SA with Western Province in 2012 – played in all 12 games, try v Griquas – only 2nd ever Canadian to win the Currie Cup
Played for Stormers in Super Rugby as they finished top of the table but lost in semi-final
Ex-Fredricton Loyalists (Can), Stewart’s Melville (Sco), Castaway Wanderers (Can)
International Career
42 Canada caps (2 tries) – debut v Portugal (Lisbon) Nov 2008, last cap v Romania (Leicester) Oct 2015 
Started 17 Tests at second row, 15 at flanker & 1 at number eight
Played second row in RWC Qualifying play-off 1st leg v USA & flanker in 2nd leg
Scored his 1st Test try in 28-22 win v USA in Aug 2011
Starred in 2011 Churchill Cup (Canada lost to the Saxons in the final)
won 19, lost 22 & drawn 1 with Canada
His 30th cap was the vital victory in the second leg of the 2015 World Cup play-off v USA, played at lock in the first game and on the flank in the second
Played in all four 2011 World Cup games for the Canucks
Miscellaneous
Did not start playing until he was 16, was a promising schoolboy ice hockey player
Age Was 30 this month (grew up in New Brunswick, East Canada; DOB 08/04/86)

Ed SLATER (29/01/22) ex Gloucester, retired due to MND diagnosis Jul 2022
Biog 1
Try in win here in December 2018
Biog 2
Banned for 4 weeks last year (dangerous ruck entry)
Biog 3
Only 4th appearance Last Season
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – 3 tries 2020/21; 0 2019/20
Biog 2 - v Sale in January 2021
Biog 3 – Out from late September until Saracens game in early January (undisclosed injury); Missed 15 weeks through injury 2019/20 (foot)
PREM captaincy record: PL33 W19 L12 D2 (for Leic: PL19 W11 L8, for Glo: PL14 W8 L4 D2)
2020/21
Try v Har (H) Dec, 4-wk ban Jan/Feb, try v Leic (H) Mar
2019/20
YC & broke foot v Leic (A) Nov – out 15 wks; 150th PREM app v old club Leic Aug
2018/19
YC v Nor (H) R1; Try v Bri in R3; try v Sar (H) Feb; try v Nor (A) Apr; 80 PREM LO  (2nd); 6th PREM PO
2017/18
1st Glo try in Oct v Bth (A); Glo capt debut v Was (H) in Feb; 21 tackles v Con (A) in Mar – most in Chall QFs; 16 carries v New (H) – most in Chall SFs; try v Bth (H) in Apr; capt in 1st Chall Cup final
2016/17 (for Leicester)
Tries v Was (H) & Bth (H) in Sep; capt in defeat v Sal (A) in Oct; Until inj in Feb had only missed 1 game in PREM & Europe – out for 3 mths; 5th PREM semi
2015/16 (for Leicester)
Named in wider Eng squad before RWC after 11 mths out inj; Seasonal debut v Sta & 100th Leic game in Nov; 1st Euro try in Dec v Mun (H);  inj knee v Sar (A) in Jan – out for 7 wks
2014/15 (for Leicester)
club captain; didn’t appear until v Was in May (sub) due to knee inj; 3 apps in total – all PREM
2013/14 (for Leicester)
Try in draw v Nor Oct; led Leic 1st time Feb v Lir; 15 PREM starts at lock & 3 at flanker; lost in PREM semi: won 6 of 8 games as capt; knee inj while capt Eng v Cru Jun 2014 (reconstructive surgery)
Club Career
170 previous PREM games (131 starts, 17 tries, 8YC) – 9 in 69 Glo, 9 in 101 (74 sts, 5YC) Leic
34 previous Champions Cup games (20 sts, 1T, 2YC) – 0T in 6 Glo, 1T (1YC) in 28 (17 sts) Leic
7 previous Challenge Cup games (6 sts, 1T) – all Glo
2 PREM Finals – repl v Sarries in 2011 & v Saints in 2013
Signed for Gloucester in Aug 2017 as part of deal that took Jonny May to Welford Road
Try & YC v Saracens at Vicarage Road in Feb 2012; 4 YC in 2010/11…PREM (2), AW (1) & Cmps Cup (1)
Joined Leicester from Nottingham in 2010
Spell in Sydney club rugby for Eastern Suburbs (2008/9); Played for Junior Waratahs (NSW U21)
Played for Milton Keynes as a youth
International Career
Uncapped; Named in England 2015 RWC training squad; Led midweek side v Cru on 2014 NZ tour (knee injury) 2013 6N training squad (Parling injured); Ex-England Saxons
Age Was 33 in August (born in Leicester, moved to Milton Keynes as a youngster; DOB 01/08/88)

Will SKINNER (Guest – Har v Lei – 10/01/15)
Former Harlequins & Leicester Tigers flanker
Led Harlequins in 2009 PREM semi-final
Try for Harlequins v Leicester in May 2008
Try v Tigers at Welford Road was the last of his 7 PREM tries, he was skipper playing alongside Robshaw & Easter
Club Career
125 PREM games (7 tries) – 3 in 98 for Harlequins, 4 in 27 for Leicester
Retired in Jul 2013 due to a neck injury
Bizarre sending off v Toulouse (A) in Dec 2011 for interfering with the ball while warming up as a sub in the 79th minute to prevent Toulouse taking a quick throw – was suspended for two weeks
7 seasons with Harlequins after joining from Leicester in 2006
International Career
Led England A to victory in 2008 Churchill Cup
Miscellaneous
East Midlander through and through…Born in Northampton, went to school in Bedford & played for Leicester
Now works in the commercial department at Harlequins as “Head of New Business”
Age Will be 31 next month (DOB 08/02/84, born in Northampton)
George SKIVINGTON (24/04/15) ex-L Irish, retired Jun 2016
Biog 1
PLAYED IN 2 PREM FINALS FOR LEICESTER
Biog 2
2nd SEASON AS LONDON IRISH SKIPPER
Biog 3
YELLOW CARD v BATH IN READING LAST SEASON
Commentary Notes
This Season
Missed just 2 PREM games - Try in defeat v Sale (A) in Nov
Last Season
Officially “first team captain” (led on match-day, Declan Danaher did off field stuff); ruled out of the first month and again for a further month a few weeks later; 5 wins in 11 PREM games as skipper
Club Career
171 previous PREM games (8 tries) - 4 in 47 for L Irish, 1 in 36 for Leicester, 3 in 88 for Wasps 
44 previous EPCR games (4 tries) – 0 in 6 for L Irish, 0 in 10 for Leicester, 4 28 for Wasps
Worcester win in Mar 2013 was his first game as Irish skipper & first PREM game as captain of any side - Skivington was one of four to lead Irish last season (Danaher, Evans, Geraghty the others)
2 tries v Gloucester at Kingsholm in Jan 2013 were his first in the PREM for L Irish – got off the mark with a try v Sale in the LV= Cup in Nov 2012
Joined L Irish in 2012 
Appeared for Leicester in their 2011 & 2012 PREM final defeats
Scored 2nd PREM try v L Irish for Wasps in Dec 2005 and 3rd v L Irish again in Oct 2007
Three PREM title-winning seasons with Wasps, but he didn’t play in any of the finals for them!
Age Was 32 in December (born in Warrington, DOB 03/12/82)

Tom SMALLBONE (17/04/16) ex L Irish, joined L Scottish Jun 2018, retired Nov 2018 (shoulder injury)
Biog 1
MISSED JUST 1 GAME THIS SEASON 
Biog 2
TRIES v EDINBURGH & AGEN THIS SEASON
Biog 3
WON 2013 JUNIOR WORLD TITLE WITH ENGLAND
Commentary notes
This Season
Appeared in 18 PREM games…his 7 PREM starts all this season; signed new 2-year deal in Nov, try v Edinburgh in Dec, try v Agen in Jan; Started 4 straight PREM games in Feb/Mar
Club Career
22 previous PREM games (7 starts, 0 tries) – all for L Irish
10 previous EPCR games (1 start, 2 tries) – all for L Irish
Started out as a 4yo in the London Irish minis!
International Career
Ex-England U18 & U20 (won 2013 Junior World Championship)
Age Was 22 in November (born in Chertsey, Surrey – close to L Irish’s HQ; DOB 12/11/93)


John SMIT (12/05/13) ex-Saracens, retired 2013
Biog 1
TRY IN WIN v NORTHAMPTON IN DECEMBER
Biog 2
RECORD 111 CAPS FOR SOUTH AFRICA
Commentary Notes
Will retire at the end of the season to become chief exec of Natal Sharks
That try was scored at stadium:mk
Led South Africa to victory in 2007 World Cup; Vunipola was a 10yo when Smit made his Test debut..
Played in the 2012 PREM semi-final v Leicester (sub), which was his first appearance at Welford Road…didn’t play there during his time with Clermont (played at Thomond and Adams Park in the Heineken for them) and was not involved in the Springboks game v Leicester in Nov 2009
Joined list of Saracens skippers last season – Pienaar, Horan, Hill, Benazzi, Farrell, Borthwick…et al
Try on debut v Treviso in November 2011
Finished his Springbok career at the 2011 World Cup with South Africa record 111 caps over an 11-year career; Only seven men in the history of the game have played more Tests and only Brian O’Driscoll has been a captain more often than Smit’s 83 Tests
SA record 81 caps as hooker (only Sean Fitzpatrick has more from other countries – 91) 
SA record 46 consecutive Tests between 2003 and 2007
Played in three World Cups; Led SA to victory v Lions in 2009 and two Tri-Nations titles (2004/2008)
Played all his provincial rugby for the Sharks – 100 Super Rugby games (lost in 2001 & 2007 finals); one season with Clermont Auvergne after 2007 World Cup – lost 2008 Top 14 final; 35 next month
Hayden SMITH (01/09/15) ex Saracens
Age: 30 	DoB: 10/04/85, Penrith, New South Wales (Aus)
Ht: 2.01m (6ft 7ins)  Wt: 120kg (18st 13lbs)
International Career
26 Usa Caps (0 pts) - debut v Uruguay, Sandy (Usa), Nov 2008
- Played in all 4 Pacific Nations Cup games
- Started all bar 2 of his caps
- Started all 4 2011 World Cup matches
World Cup Record
4 appearances (0 pts) in 2011. W3 L1
Club Career
- Started PREM games v Wasps (Twickenham) & L Irish early last season & was also involved in the successful LV= Cup campaign as Sarries won both trophies
- 27 PREM games for Saracens
- Re-joined Saracens in Dec 2013 after 18 months in US football as a tight end with the New York Jets - Won PREM title in 2011
- Came to Sarries in 2008 via an Aussie connection….Scott Johnson (then USA coach) asked Eddie Jones (then Sarries coach) to give him a go
Miscellaneous
- Did not play rugby until leaving University
- Was a talented basketball player at Denver’s Metro State University - Says he prefers rugby to basketball because of the physicality (“I was always a bit too rough in training”)
- Has never played RL or Aussie Rules, despite his Aussie background

Matt SMITH (02/11/18) ex Glasgow, retired Jun 2020
Biog 1
1st APPEARANCE THIS SEASON
Biog 2
MADE 1st WARRIORS START v OSPREYS IN FEB 2017
Commentary Notes
MADE EPCR DEBUT v MONTPELLIER LAST SEASON
Last Season
11 PRO14 games (7 starts, 0 tries); 4 Champs Cup apps (4 starts)
Club Career
4 previous EPCR games (4 starts, 0 tries) – all for Gla
14 previous PRO14 games (9 starts, 2 tries) – all for Gla
First start for Glasgow in Feb 2017 v Ospreys
Signed first pro contract with Warriors in Jan 2017
Miscellaneous
Studies Electrical Engineering at Glasgow Kelvin College
Great grandfather (Alex Smith) was a footballer for Rangers FC & his sister (Hannah) is a capped Scotland rugby international
Age Was 22 in Oct (born in Stirling, DOB 05/10/96)

Matt SMITH (03/05/19) ex Leicester, retired May 2019
Biog 1
Try in victory v Quins in April 2010
Biog 2
Scored 1st try for almost 3 years last November
Biog 2
Made 150th PREM appearance last month
Commentary Notes
HIS DAD, IAN SMITH, PLAYED FOR TIGERS v GOSFORTH IN 1981 CUP FINAL AT TWICKENHAM
Biog 1 – at Welford Road
Biog 2 - 43 GAMES SINCE HIS PREVIOUS TRY FOR LEICESTER WHEN HE SCORED v SARACENS IN NOV
Biog 3 – Tonight is his 227th First Team appearance for Tigers
Only 6th Tigers BACK to reach 100 PREM starts (others Geordan Murphy, Leon Lloyd, Austin Healey, Ben Youngs & Ollie Smith…Thompstone almost there); Try in 2010 PREM final v Saracens
Try in 3 of his 7 previous derbies v Saints at Welford Road, only Neil Back & AUSTIN HEALEY have also scored in 3 derbies at Welford Road (correct after Apr 2018 game)
This Season 
Capt in PRC v Wor (H) Nov; out for 4 mths (Dec-Apr) badly dislocated shoulder
Last Season 
100th PREM start in Sep; started Rds 2-5
2016/17 
Wasps in Jan was 1st PREM game for 3 mths; 1st EPCR GAME FOR A YEAR v RACING in Jan; 200th First Team appearance in Mar; 5th PREM semi 
2015/16
Try v Sta (H) in Nov, try v Nor (H) in Jan - 1st in PREM for almost 3 years
2014/15
8 PREM games, Try in LV= Cup win v Sale (H) in Nov
2013/14
9 starts (all at centre), 0 tries
Club Career
151 previous PREM games (105 starts, 21 tries, 105 pts) – all Leic
43 previous Champions Cup games (7 tries) – all Leic
4 PREM Finals – 2009, 2010 (try), 2011 & 2013
2 tries in win v Sal in Mar 2013
Played in AW Cup final win v Nor at Sixways in Mar 2012 and then didn’t start until Har in Sep 2012; try v Nor in Nov 2012 & Tre in Dec 2012
After a stunning start to 2010/11 (tries in 4 of his first 5 games) had four blanks before returning to score sheet in Nov & Dec 2010, then nothing for 4 mths & tries in consecutive games in late Apr/early May 2011; 9 of 11 PREM starts in 2010/11 at cen, but 2011 final 1st start there for 6 mths 
Played at centre in the 2010 PREM final (scored a try)
Euro debut v Osp in 2009, Shane Williams opposite number, Ben Kay was on the Tigers’ bench
On loan to Nottingham in 2007/8
Miscellaneous
Dad (Ian `Dosser` Smith - flanker) 331 Leicester apps, 5 English Cup finals– winning 3 and losing 2; Son (Monty) born in Oct 2015
Age Will be 34 in November (born in Leicester; DOB 15/11/85)

Ollie SMITH (06/12/10)  - ex Quins, Retired 2011, Esher coach
Biog 1
WON PREM AS AN 18 YEAR OLD WITH LEICESTER
Biog 2
PLAYED IN LEICESTER’S 2007 PREM FINAL WIN
Commentary Notes
Won 3 PREM titles and 2 Heineken Cups with Leicester
Was the youngest PREM player on debut in 2000 (18yrs 34 days) – record since beaten
3 seasons with Montpellier

Mark SORENSON (24/03/17) ex Bristol, retired Jun 2017
Biog 1
37-year-old New Zealander
Biog 2
140th PREM appearance, yet to score a try
Biog 3
Made PREM debut for Newcastle in 2006
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – At 37y 353d today, only 2 Bristol players have been older in the PREM – Gareth Llewellyn (39), Dave Hilton (38)
Biog 2 – NO player has had a longer wait for a PREM try….
This Season
Only start in all comps since early Dec v Leic (A) in Feb
Last Season
19 Championship apps & 4 in the B&I Cup
Club Career
139 previous PREM games (91 starts, 0 tries) – 12 for Bristol, 57 for Northampton & 70 for Newcastle
Signed new 1-year contract in Feb 2016
Joined Bristol in 2013
Named in Saints match-day squad for 95 consecutive matches in all comps from Sep 2010 to Mar 2013
Sin-binned for Northampton v Leicester in Jan 2011 - one of the fastest YCs in PREM history…Had only been on for six minutes when Dave Pearson sent him packing
Signed for Northampton in 2010
Recruited by Newcastle in 2006
Ex-Bay of Plenty
International Career
Uncapped (English qualified!)
Age Will be 38 in April (Born in Wellington, Nzl; DOB 05/04/79)


Hugo SOUTHWELL (24/11/13) – Retired 2014, ex-Wasps
Biog
CREDITED WITH SIX TRY ASSISTS LAST SEASON
Commentary Notes
Only Stephen Myler had a greater tally of assists in the PREM last season
Ruled out so far this season with hamstring trouble
Joined Wasps in 2012 from Stade Francais (played alongside James Haskell and Tom Palmer)
Three tries v Rovigo in the Amlin Cup in November 2011
Try v Quins at Adams Park in December 2011, only try last season was v Mogliano
Left Edinburgh for Paris in 2009
59 Scotland caps, last v Wales in February 2011
Talented cricketer (Sussex Board XI – Minor Counties level)
Will be 34 in May – gone back to roots (born in London), qualifies for Scotland through the grandparent rule

Scott SPEDDING 919/01/19) ex Castres, retired Jun 2019
Biog 1
JOINED FROM CLERMONT THIS SEASON
Biog 2
TRY v PERPIGNAN IN NOVEMBER
Biog 3
SLOTTED 1 OF 3 KICKS THIS SEASON (ALL COMPS, 33%)
Commentator noes
Club Career
181 previous Top 14 appearances (26 tries)
43 previous EPCR appearances (9 tries, 61 pts)
Joined Clermont in 2015 on a 3-year deal 
Joined Bayonne in 2012 when Brive were relegated to PRO D2 
Moved to France in 2008 to play for Brive
Made just 1 Super Rugby appearance for the Sharks (in 2006) & 1 in Currie Cup (in 2005) but played mainly in Vodacom Cup
Played for Sharks in South Africa
International Career
23 France Caps (23 starts, 26 pts, 1 try) - debut v Fji (Marseille) Nov 2014. Last cap v Jpn (U Arena, Paris) Nov 2017
Started at full back in all of his 23 Tests	
Kicked 2 pens v Ireland at RWC 2015
Played for Rsa in U21 World Cup final v Fra in 2006
4 matches at RWC 2015. Started record QF loss to Nzl
Miscellaneous
Applied for and received French citizenship in 2014 after living there for over 6 years
Tour de France winner Chris Froome was a class mate for four years at boarding school in Johannesburg
Age Will be 32 in May (born in Krugersdorp, Rsa; DOB 04/05/86)

Jason SPICE (06/01/11) ex Newcastle, retired 2011
Biog  
JOINED FROM LEICESTER THIS SEASON
Commentary Notes 
Signed by Leicester earlier this season as cover for injured Sam Harrison (Leicester’s 3rd choice scrum-half). His only PREM appearance for the Tigers was AGAINST the Falcons in November
Regular scrum-half for Bristol last season, been playing for the Cornish All Blacks (Launceston) in National 1 (tier 3) this season.
Played for Blues & Hurricanes in Super Rugby
36 last month



[bookmark: _Hlk503519692]Pierre SPIES (13/05/16) ex Montpellier, retired 2017
Biog 1
MADE EPCR DEBUT IN SEMI-FINAL
Biog 2
WON 3 SUPER RUGBY TITLES WITH BULLS
Biog 2
LAST OF 53 SOUTH AFRICA CAPS IN JUNE 2013
Commentary Notes
This Season
Played for Barbarians v Samoa at Olympic Stadium in Aug
Club Career
1 previous EPCR game (0 tries) 
7 previous Top 14 games (1 try) – all for Montpellier 
119 previous Super Rugby games (29 tries) – all for Bulls 
Played in Japanese rugby this winter before switching to Montpellier in February, 
Involved in 3 Super Rugby titles (2007, 2009 & 2010) with Bulls
International Career
53 South Africa Caps (35 pts, 7 tries) - debut v Australia, Brisbane, Jul 2006, Last cap v Samoa, Pretoria, Jun 2013
Part of victorious South Africa team in 2009 Lions series
Missed 2007 Word Cup after coughing up blood in the build-up; it was found that Spies had blood clots in his lungs
Voted Players’ player of the year by the International Rugby Players’ Association in 2006
Played on the wing for South Africa U19
Age Will be 31 next month (born in Pretoria, Rsa; DOB 08/06/85)

Louis STANFILL (01/09/15) ex Seattle Saracens
Age: 30 	DoB: 30/05/85, Sacramento, California (Usa)
Ht: 1.93m (6ft 4ins)  Wt: 113kg (17st 12lbs)
International Career
55 Usa Caps (15 pts, 3 tries) - debut v Canada, Tokyo, May 2005
- Only start this year v Tonga in July
- Led the Eagles v Fiji in the 2013 Pacific Nations Cup 
- Started at blindside in 7 of his 8 games in the World Cup, moved up to Second Row in 2012
- 3rd youngest Eagles player on debut (5 days short of his 20th birthday)
World Cup Record
8 appearances (10 pts, 2 tries) across 2 tournaments (2007-11). W1 L7
Club Career
- Won the Rugby Super League title with New York Athletic Club in 2012 (MVP in the final)
- Moved to Italy to appear for Mogliano
- Played in the Australian Championship for Canberra Royals
- Won the National Collegiate title 4 years in a row with University of California, playing at N8

Sam STANLEY (25/01/14) ex Saracens, joined Ealing Jul 2015, first English rugby player to come out as gay in Aug 2015 when announced engagement to partner of 7 years, retired 2016 to become a personal trainer based in Sicily
Biog 1
SEASONAL FIRST TEAM DEBUT FOR SARACENS
Commentary Notes
Centre or fly-half; his last first team game was almost a year ago (Feb 2 2013) as the starting 13 at Worcester in the LV
This Season
Been playing for Old Albanians & Bedford…his last game was for OAs v Tynedale in National Lge 1 at the beginning of Jan…from taking on the likes of Hamish Smales & Ben Frankland to the Du Plessis brothers in a few weeks – such is rugby…
Club Career
Has played in three PREM matches for Saracens as a sub – 1 last season & 2 in 2011/12
Played for Old Albanians last season
Has also spent time on loan at Bedford and Barking
Has also played for Thurrock RFC
Played in 2013 PREM 7s
International Career
England 7s 
Miscellaneous
Nephew of All Black legend `smokin’` Joe Stanley, brother of Samoa fly half Mike Stanley, cousin of Winston Stanley
Age Was 22 in November (born in Orsett, Essex)

Winston STANLEY (15/12/17) ex Harlequins, retired Mar 20 2018
Biog 1
1st APPEARANCE FOR 14 WEEKS 
Biog 2
ONLY 2nd APPEARANCE THIS SEASON
Biog 3
WON 3 SAMOA CAPS, LAST IN NOVEMBER 2016 
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 – JUST 1 MINUTE OF FIEST TEAM RUGBY THIS SEASON – off bench v Gloucester on Sep 9 
1st EPCR APPEARANCE FOR A YEAR - Last v Timisoara Saracens on 10 Dec 2016 
Ruled out for 2 months last Spring 
This Season 
Only app as 1 min repl v Glo (H) in Sep
Last Season 
Signed a new contract in Aug
2015/16
Quins debut v Calvisano (A) in Chall Cup in Dec, PREM debut v Gloucester (A) in Feb; ruled out in Mar & Apr; 1st Quins try v Exe (H) in May
2015
Turned out for Northland in NZ Provincial Championship
Club Career
10 previous PREM games (7 starts, 1 try) – all for Harlequins
5 previous EPCR games (0 tries) – all for Harlequins
Joined Harlequins in 2015, Conor O’Shea saying that “he does the simple things well, and can play at either 13 or 13”
Played for Northland in 2015 ITM Cup
Moved to Highlanders in 2014, where he stayed for one season
Played for Western Force in 2012 & 2013 Super Rugby
Made Auckland debut in 2009, progressing to the Blues Super Rugby squad
International Career
3 Samoa caps (1 try) - debut v Ita (Ascoli) Nov 2014, last cap v Can (Grenoble, Fra) Nov 2016
Ex-New Zealand U20 - won the U20 Junior World Championship in 2009 and was shortlisted for young player of the year
Miscellaneous
Younger brother of All Black cap Benson Stanley and cousin of Samoan international Mike Stanley
Age Will be 29 in February (born in Brisbane, Aus; DOB 11/02/89)

Gareth STEENSON (24/10/20 – PREM Final) – didn’t come on to the field, ex Exeter, retired after 2020 PREM Final to become Exeter Kicking coach
Biog 1
312th & final First Team appearance for Exeter
Biog 2
Match-winning penalty v Wasps in 2017 PREM Final
Biog 3
Slotted 36 of 39 PREM kicks this season (92%)
Commentary Notes
If he comes on, 5th PREM Final - Same as Slade, Cowan-Dickie & Nowell (plus Francis, Moon & Yeandle if they come on), only 10 Saracens & Leicester players have played in 6 or more
Biog 1 - According to Exeter (2630 pts) 
NEEDS 6 POINTS TO BECOME 4th ON ALL-TIME PREM LIST & HIGHEST SCORING NON-ENGLISHMAN 
823 POINTS IN PREM AT SANDY PARK…3RD MOST IN PREM HISTORY AT ONE GROUND
5th on all-time PREM list (5 behind Nick Evans), most by Irishman & by uncapped player
PREM captaincy record: PL41 W28 L10 D3, only Tommy Hayes (55) & Yeandle (53) more for Exe
Match-winning penalty as captain in 2017 PREM final; try in 2018 PREM final
24 pts in 2010 Championship play-off 2nd leg v Bristol
This Season
12th season with Chiefs; SLOTTED 44 OF 47 KICKS THIS SEASON (ALL COMPS, 94%); 5th PREM PO (W5), 1st Cmps Cup Final (W1)
Last Season
4th PREM PO & 4th final; 53 OF 60 PREM KICKS (88%) - Best by any who attempted 30 or more kicks
2017/18
YC v Glo (A), Try v Bth 1st PREM 10 mths; 24 str PREM kicks Sep-Dec; 3rd PREM PO, 3rd PREM Final (try)
2016/17
Missed more in Rd 1 (73 mins) than in whole of 2015/16 (38 mins)! Passed 2,000 pts for Exe; Best 18 pts v Ulster (A) in Oct; hamstring inj in Mar (6 wks); 2nd PREM PO & 2nd final (capt, win pen in ET)
2015/16
PREM GOLDEN BOOT WINNER; STARTED EVERY PREM GAME (missed only 1 Champs Cup – Bor in Nov); 3 PREM tries; 1st try since Apr 2014 v Lir in Oct; 1st PREM PO (14 pts) & final (capt, 10 pts)
2014/15
=PREM record 9 pens (27 pts) v Sar Nov - rec also held by van Straaten, Lacroix & Walder
2013/14
191 points in 21 PREM apps; Only try v Worcester in Apr
Club Career
Club rec 195 previous PREM games (club rec 1651 pts, 145 starts, 9 tries, 1YC) – all Exe
37 previous Champions Cup games (club rec 244 pts, 1 try, 1DG, 1YC) – all Exe
13 previous Challenge Cup games (95 pts, 0 ties) – all Exe
Record 823 PREM pts at Sandy Park
Passed Tony Yapp’s Exeter record for career pts in league games (1526) in Mar 2016
Ignacio Mieres preferred in 2011/12 but took over in early Oct 2012 and Mieres decided to move….
Scored his first PREM try in win v Worcester in Apr 2013
24 pts in the 2010 Championship play-off final 2nd leg win v Bri; 280 pts overall in campaign
joined Exeter in 2008 (also Rotherham & Cornish Pirates in second tier)
Began at Ulster – David Humphreys & Paddy Wallace were ahead of him in the fly half pecking order
International Career 
Uncapped
Ex-Ireland U21
Miscellaneous
Was in the same school class as Tommy Bowe; Liverpool fan
Age Will be 37 in April (born in Dungannon, Nir; DOB 05/04/84)


Jimmy STEVENS (16/09/18) ex Leicester, retired Jun 2020
Biog 1
Last week was 1st app of 2nd spell with Tigers
Biog 2
Re-joined Tigers this season from Nottingham 
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Last week also 1st PREM app for 3 years 
2014/15 (for L Irish) 
8 repl apps in the PREM, a couple of starts in Challenge Cup
2013/14  (for L Irish)
Bench man in the PREM until starting v Wasps in Nov; Chall Cup tries v exotic opposition of Prato (Italy) and Lusitanos (Portugal)
Club Career
29 previous PREM games (5 starts, 0 tries) – 3 Leic, 26 (5 sts) Lir
12 previous EPCR games (3 tries) – 0 in 1 Leic, 3 in 11 Lir
Re-joined Leicester in 2018
Signed for Nottingham in 2016
Joined L Irish in 2013
Sub for Leicester v Exeter & Sale in 2012/13, his first in the PREM
Sub v Aironi in the Heineken Cup and started in the LV at Harlequins in Jan 2012
Played for Nottingham in the Championship, but only one of his 17 games was a start
Age Will be 28 in January (born in Truro, Cornwall; DOB 27/01/91) 

Morne STEYN (24/01/16) ex Stade, joined Bulls , retired Jun 2023
Biog 1
3 SUPER RUGBY TITLES WITH THE BULLS
Biog 2
KICKED ALL 12 POINTS IN TOP 14 FINAL WIN
Biog 3
694 POINTS IN 60 CAPS FOR SOUTH AFRICA
Commentary Notes
ONLY RWC2015 GAME v USA & even in that game at the Olympic Stadium he was on the bench
14 previous EPCR games (72 points) – started v Leicester in Round 1
35 points in 4 Champions Cup games this season
Club Career
Joined Stade in 2013, and has recently extended his stay; scored all 12 points in 2015 Top 14 final win
Won Super Rugby titles in 2007, 2009 and 2010 with the Bulls
Bulls & South African Super Rugby points record - 1,467
Holds records for most points (236) & drop goals (11) in a Super Rugby season
Was a regular with Blue Bulls & Bulls for a decade between 2003 and 2013
International Career
60 South Africa caps (694 pts, 8 tries) - debut v B&I Lions, Durban, Jun 2009
Top points scorer at 2011 World Cup with 62 points
Only Percy Montgomery has scored more points for Rsa (893)
Most capped Springbok fly half of all-time
Age Was 31 in July (born in Cape Town, Rsa; DOB 11/07/84)


Tim STIMPSON (10/10/14)
Won 4 PREM & 2 Heineken Cup titles with Tigers
Record 719 PREM Points at Welford Road
All 23 points in Leicester win v Quins here in 2001
Only Wilkinson (Kingston Pk), Hodgson (Edgeley Pk) & Barkley (The Rec) have scored more PREM pts on one ground than Stimpson’s haul at Welford Rd
Club Career
121 PREM games (1243 pts, 22 tries) – 41 pts (1 try) in 16 for Leeds, 1180 pts (21 tries) in 101 for Leicester Tigers, 22 pts (0 tries) in 4 for Newcastle Falcons
Returned to the PREM with Leeds in 2004
Signed for Perpignan in 2003 but failed to make an impact
His penalty from 60 m (hit the bar) won the 2002 Heineken semi at the City Ground v Llanelli
321 points in 1999/2000 PREM title-winning campaign for Tigers
Joined Leicester Tigers in 1998 - won 2 Heineken Cups & 4 PREM titles
Member of Newcastle Falcons squad that won the inaugural PREM title in 1997/98
International Career
19 England caps & 1 for the Lions – England debut v Italy Nov 1996, Lions Test v RSA (1997, sub)
Age Was 41 last month (Sep 10) 

Richardt STRAUSS (01/04/17) ex Leinster, retired May 2018
Biog 1
8th SEASON WITH LEINSTER
Biog 2
TRY IN DEFEAT v MUNSTER IN DECEMBER
Biog 2
3 APPEARANCES IN WORLD CUP FOR IRELAND
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 – Leinster’s last defeat…
This Season
Tries v Sca (A) in Oct & Mun (A) in Dec 
Last Season
2 tries in 13 PRO12 apps
2014/15
Made seasonal debut v Zeb in Oct; played 100th game for Leinster
2013/14
2 tries in 9 games in PRO 12
Club Career
39 previous EPCR games (26 starts, 1 try) – all for Leinster
103 previous PRO12 games (76 starts, 10 tries) – all for Leinster
Joined Leinster in 2009
Played for Cheetahs in Super Rugby & Free State in the Currie Cup
International Career
17 Ireland caps (8 starts, 2 tries) – debut v Rsa (H) Nov 2012 – played against his cousin (Adrian Strauss), who is also a hooker; last cap v Rsa (Jo’burg) Jun 2016
Qualified for Ireland on residency grounds in Oct 2012
Miscellaneous
Bother of Andries Strauss (Edinburgh)
Age Was 31 in January (born in Pretoria, DOB 29/01/86)

David STRETTLE (18/01/20 – HAR v CLE)
FORMER HARLEQUINS & CLERMONT WING
PLAYED IN 2017 CHAMPIONS CUP FINAL FOR CLERMONT 
12 CHAMPIONS CUP GAMES FOR QUINS (2007-10)
Notes
Lost to Saracens in 2017 final
Last Season
50th PREM try was 1st of 2 v Nor (A) R3, try v Glo (H) Sep, try v Wor (H) Dec; Unused repl in Cmps Cup Final (got his first winners’ medal though); 6th PREM PO, 4th PREM Final
2017/18 (for Clermont)
5 tries in 10 Top 14 games; 3 Champs Cup apps - YC v Osp (A) in Oct
2016/17 (for Clermont)
11 tries in 17 Top 14 games; started final v Toulon – won title; 2nd Cmps Cup Final
2015/16 (for Clermont)
11 tries in 1st campaign for Clermont – 8 in T14, 3 in Champs Cup
2014/15
3T v Was in Rd 1 at Twick, 2T v Cle (H) in Champs Cup in Oct, 2 tries v Lir (H) in Jan; 150th PREM GAME, Try in AW Cup SF win v Nor & 2T in AW Cup final v Exe at Franklin’s Gardens  in Mar; 5th PREM semi (W3 L2); 3rd PREM final; 14 tries (11 In London), 0nly 2/15 tries in 2014 out London
2013/14 
11 PREM tries – 3T v Con, 2T v Glo, Bth & New - only 3 of 16 tries away from Allianz Pk; YC v Tls at Wembley Oct – scapegoat for pens; 2nd PREM Final; 1st Cmps Cup final
Club Career
172 PREM games (157 sts, 55 tries, 4YC) - 41 in 111 Sar, 0 in 2 Rot, 14 in 59 Har
66 Champions Cup games (19 tries, 3YC) – 13 in 41 (2YC) Sar, 5 in 13 (1YC) Cle, 1 in 12 Har
4 Challenge Cup games (1 try, 1 YC) – all Har
47 Top 14 games (24 tries, 1YC) - all Cle
19 PREM tries at Allianz Park (broke Chris Ashton’s record)
Won 3 of his 4 PREM Finals (Won 2011, 2015 & 2019, lost in 2014)
Re-joined Saracens in 2018
Signed for Clermont in summer 2015 after 5 seasons with Saracens
16 tries in 26 games for Sarries in 2013 (Only scored 2 - none in the PREM - in 2012!)
100th PREM game v old club Quins in Sep 2012; hernia operation in summer 2012
2010/11 (his first for Saracens) was his best for tries scored since 2006/07 (scored 8 for Quins)
Ex-Lymm RFC, Rotherham & Harlequins
First played rugby of the league variety for the superbly named Grappenhall Griffins RL in Cheshire
International Career
14 England caps (2 tries) – debut v Ire (Croke Park) in 2007, last v Arg (Salta) Jun 2013
Pulled out of England’s wider 2015 RWC training squad to sign for Clermont 
[bookmark: _Hlk496264576]Repl v Sco (H) Feb 2013, dropped for Ireland game to make room for the return from injury of Tuilagi
Only missed one England game in 2012 Six Nations
Miscellaneous
Man City, Liverpool & Everton trials; Warrington RL & Man Utd fan; Loves motorbikes, hates cricket!
Age Will be 37 in July (born in Lymm, Cheshire; DOB 29/07/83)

Brett STURGESS (28/02/15) ex Exeter, retired Jun 2016
Biog 
ONLY HIS 2nd PREM APPEARANCE THIS SEASON 
Commentary Notes
This Season
Only PREM app so far this season was as a sub v L Irish (H) in Oct
Club Career
101 previous PREM games (5 tries) - 3 in 68 for Exeter, 2 in 33 for Northampton
Try at Saracens in Oct 2010 and scores v Quins & Bath in Oct 2012 are his three PREM tries for Chiefs
Signed a new Exeter contract & played 100th League game for Chiefs in 2012/13
Was ruled out for 3 months after breaking his arm v Bath Jan 2013 
Appeared in all Exeter’s first 36 PREM games – injured in Feb 2012 broke the spell
2010/11 was his first season in the PREM since 2005/06
Won the National League 1 title with Exeter in 2009/10
In Northampton side humiliated 32-0 by Leicester at Welford Road in Sep 2005 – Austin and Ben both came off the bench that day; none of that Tigers team are still playing at the club
Joined Northampton Saints as a 17yo – was mentored by Garry Pagel
Began at Kettering in the U15s
International Career
Ex-England U21; Uncapped at full level – says he blames Tim Payne for his lack of caps…
Miscellaneous
Was a promising schoolboy wicket-keeper
Arsenal fan
Age Was 33 in November (born in Kettering, Northants; DOB 16/11/81) 

Andrew SUNIULA (01/09/15) ex CSM Bucharest
Age: 33 	DoB: 01/05/82, American Samoa
Ht: 1.90m (6ft 3ins)  Wt: 108kg (17st 1lb)
International Career
37 Usa Caps (35 pts, 7 tries) - debut v Japan, Nagoya, Jun 2008
- Try v Canada in Ottawa in August, his first for Usa in 2 years
- Only starts this year both in Pacific Nations Cup, v Tonga & Canada
- Try v Uruguay in final World Cup qualifier in Atlanta last year
- Started v Ireland, Russia & Italy in 2011 World Cup
- Eligible for Usa due to being born in American Samoa
World Cup Record
3 appearances (0 pts) in 2011. W1 L2
Club Career
- Signed for CSM Bucharest in March
- Played last year for East coast side Old Blue in the American Rugby PREM
- Had spells with Wasps & Cornish Pirates, plus Taranaki in New Zealand
- Played rugby league with the Auckland Lions & Manly Sea Eagles
Miscellaneous
- Born in American Samoa, raised in Auckland
- One of his brothers, Shalom Suniula, is also in the Usa squad for this tournament, but another sibling, Roland Suniula, missed out

Shalom SUNIULA (01/09/15) ex Seattle Saracens
Age: 27	DoB: 04/06/88, American Samoa
Ht: 1.75m (5ft 9ins)  Wt: 87kg (13st 9lbs)
International Career
14 Usa Caps (5 pts, 1 try) - debut v Uruguay, Montevideo, Mar 2014
- Started at scrum half v Samoa & Tonga in July
- First Test start was at fly half in Jun 2014 v Scotland in Houston
- Test debut was World Cup play-off 1st leg which ended in a draw
- Ex-USA Sevens, on World Series circuit for 3 seasons, played in 2009 World Cup Sevens & won a Bronze medal in the 2011 Pan American Games
World Cup Record
Yet to Play or copy on performance
Club Career
- Used to play for Los Angeles-based Belmont Shore, won the USA Men’s Club Sevens in 2011
Miscellaneous
- Born in American Samoa, raised in Auckland
- One of his brothers, Andrew Suniula, is also in the Usa squad for this tournament, but another sibling, Roland Suniula, missed out

Jocelino SUTA (18/01/18) ex Toulon, retired Jun 2018
Biog 1
JUST 2 STARTS THIS SEASON
Biog 2
0 TRIES IN 51 EPCR APPEARANCES
Biog 3
10th SEASON WITH TOULON
Commentary Notes
CAPTAIN IN WINS v WASPS & IN 2015/16
This Season
8 Top 14 games (2 starts, 0 tries)
Last Season
13 Top 14 games, 7 starts (1 try v Grenoble in Oct), YC v Lyon
6 Champs Cup games, starts v Sca (H) & Sal (H)
2015/16
Only EPCR games he missed were defeat at Wasps & QF v Racing
2014/15
Missed just 2 Top 14 games all season (14 starts) & missed just 2 in Champions Cup (3 starts)
2013/14
1 try in 24 apps in Top 14
Played in 8 of 9 Champions Cup matches
Club Career
51 previous EPCR games (0 tries, 1 YC) – all for Toulon
181 previous Top 14 games (7 tries) – all for Toulon 
Won promotion from PRO2 to the Top 14 with Mont de Marsan in 2007/08 before joining Toulon
Played for Mont de Marsan 2005-08
International Career
6 France caps (0 tries) - debut v Aus (H) Nov 2012, last cap v Wal Feb 2015
Played against England at Twickenham in the Six Nations in February 2013
Miscellaneous
Cousin is Mikaele Tuugahale, who has played prop for Mont de Marsan and Racing Metro
Age Was 35 in November (born in Port Vila, capital of Vanuatu in South Pacific, grew up in Wallis and Futuna, a collection of French islands in vicinity of Fiji, Tonga and Samoa; DOB 18/11/82)
Tim SWINSON (11/06/22 – PREM PO) Final game of Pro rugby, ex Saracens, retired Jun 2022
Biog 1
22nd PREM appearance of the season
Biog 2
Sidelined for 6 months with leg injury in 2018
Biog 3
38 Scotland caps, last in June 2018 v Argentina
Commentary Notes
STARTED 18 OF SARACENS’ 25 PREM GAMES THIS SEASON
Retired in May 2020 but was tempted out of retirement to join on 12-month deal that June, extended over the summer! Grew up in London, played for Saracens at Bramley Road as a junior
2019/20
MADE 100th PRO14 APPEARANCE FOR GLASGOW v LEINSTER IN NOVEMBER
MISSED 5 TACKLES IN PRO14 ROUND 1’s DEFEAT AT CHEETAHS - Joint most in Rnd 1
2018/19
10 PRO14 app (8 starts, 2 tries) – tries v Connacht & Zebre; 5 Champs Cup apps, YC v Lyon
2017/18
Passed a century of apps for Glasgow v CB in Sept
2016/17
Try in R 1 & 2 v Con (A) & Lein (H); missed Rds 4-6; off bench for Sco v Arg in Nov; missed Champs QF
2015/16
Try v Scarlets (H) in Dec
2014/15
2 tries in 14 PRO12 games & 5 appearances in Champions Cup
2013/14
1 try in 4 Champions Cup apps (v Exeter) & 1 try in 15 PRO12 games 
Club Career
114 previous PREM games (89 starts, 8 tries) - 1 in 25 Sar, 7 in 89 (69 sts) New
34 previous Champions Cup games (24 starts, 3 tries, 2YC) – 2 Sar, 3 in 32 (2 sts, 2YC) Gla
20 previous Challenge Cup games (14 starts, 5 tries) – 0 in 3 Sar, 5 in 17 New
104 previous PRO14 games (86 starts, 13 tries) – all Gla
Joined Saracens in 2020 on one-year deal
Signed for Glasgow in 2012
Made at least 20 league apps for Newcastle in all four seasons
Newcastle player of the year in 2011
Joined Newcastle Falcons in 2008
Played in Aussie Grand Final for Sydney University while on gap year – played for Ruislip (West London) and Tynedale (Northumberland)
International Career
38 Scotland caps (13 starts, 1 try) - deb v RSA (Nelspruit) Jun 2013, last v Arg (Resistencia) Jun 2018
4 repl appearances at RWC 2015, Named most improved player on 2013 tour to South Africa
Qualifies for Scotland thanks to his maternal grandmother
Miscellaneous
Full name: Timothy James Montagu Swinson 
Age Was 35 in February (born in London, DOB 17/02/87)


Matt SYMONS (11/06/22) Ex Harlequins, last pro game, retired Jun 2022 
Biog 1
Due to retire at end of this Season
Biog 2
Came through Saracens academy
Biog 3
Yellow card v Exeter last week
Commentary notes
Made 100th career PREM start in January – Across his career for L Irish, Wasps & Harlequins
PREM CAPTAINCY RECORD (all for L Irish): PL5 W2 L3; Played in 2nd PREM final last year
2020/21
Missed 5 games (knee), 2nd PREM Semi-final (W2) , 2nd PREM Final (W1 L1)
2019/20
YC v Sal (A) Jan, Missed final month (knee)
2018/19
1st career PREM YC in Sep v Glo (A); 3rd most pens conc in PREM
2017/18 (for Wasps)
Only 5 apps (all comps), ruled out from mid-Nov (knee & foot inj)
2016/17 (for Wasps
ONLY PREM TRY v Bri (H) Sep; out 4 wks Dec (foot); 1st PREM PO, 1st PREM Final
2015/16 (for L Irish)
1st game as PREM skipper v Wasps at Twickenham in Nov; relegated
Club Career
119 previous PREM games (112 starts, 1 try, 6YC) – 0 in 74 (5YC) Har, 1 in 25 Was, 0 in 20 Lir
11 previous Champions Cup games (7 starts, 0 tries) – 6 Har, 5 Was (2 sts)
8 previous Challenge Cup games (0 tries) – 5 Har, 3 Lir
28 previous Super Rugby games (1 try) – all Chi
Joined Harlequins in 2018
Signed for Wasps in 2016 after being relegated with L Irish
Joined London Irish in 2015
Was Chiefs vice-captain in 2015 & ended up captaining them, leading Sonny Bill Williams & co
Played alongside Brodie Retallick in second row
Super Rugby debut in 2014 for reigning champions the Chiefs
Played in the ITM Cup for Canterbury 2013-15
Moved to NZ in 2012 and played for High School Old Boys RFC before making it to the Crusaders Knights development team in Canterbury
Played for Esher in the Championship in 2011/12
Started out in the Saracens academy but was let go
International Career
Uncapped
Miscellaneous
Left rugby after his time in Sarries academy to pursue a career in rowing – returned to rugby after an injury to his forearm ended his rowing career! Younger brother Andy Symons played for Saints
Became eligible to play for NZ in May 2015 but opted to return to the UK
Age Will be 33 in August (born in Truro, Cornwall; DOB 04/08/89)

Sailosi TAGICAKIBAU (03/04/16) ex Wasps, released Sep 2016 for family reasons, joined Warringah Rats (Sydney) retired Aug 2017 
Biog 1
TRY IN WIN v WORCESTER HERE IN JANUARY
Biog 2
11th SEASON IN THE PREM
Biog 2
1st APPEARANCE FOR 2 MONTHS
Commentary Notes
Scored against 13 different clubs in his PREM career – Exeter & Harlequins are the only 2 of the current crop he hasn’t scored tries against 
This Season
Try v Worcester (H) in Jan, Ruled out in Feb & Mar
Last Season 
Started 8 of the first 10 PREM games, only missed 5 PREM games, signed a new contract in Feb
2013/14 (for L Irish)
5 tries in just 8 starts (all comps) but was out of favour at L Irish; Loaned out to the Stormers in Mar
Club Career
137 previous PREM games (215 pts, 43 tries) – 6 in 26 for Wasps & 37 in 111 for L Irish (only Topsy Ojo has more PREM tries for L Irish)
40 previous EPCR games (19 tries, 95 pts) – 1 in 7 for Wasps, 18 in 33 for L Irish
Joined Wasps last season
Loaned to Stormers in 2014
Only PREM try in 2012/13 v L Welsh in April
Try in Champions Cup semi-final defeat v Toulouse at Twickenham in 2008
Four tries in the Amlin cup in 2012/13 - two in Bordeaux, one each v Mont-de-Marsan & Gloucester (both at the Madejski)
Joined  London Irish in 2005 after appearing for the Chiefs in Super Rugby
Played for Counties Manukau and Taranaki in the NZ NPC
International Career
24 caps (21 Samoa and 3 Pacific Islanders) – not been capped since the 2011 World Cup
Played in three World Cups for Samoa
Miscellaneous
Brother Michael returned to Saracens from Bristol in 2013, joined Scarlets last season – Michael is a Fiji international
In different years but went to the same school as fellow Wasps back three men Frank Halai and Charles Piutau! Wesley College in Auckland – also attended by the likes of Malakai Fekitoa, Stephen Donald, Casey Laulala, Sitiveni Sivivatu and Jonah Lomu
Age Was 33 in November (born in Auckland, NZ; DOB 14/11/82)

Elvis TAIONE (26/03/21) ex Exeter, joined Ospreys Jul 2021, retired Jun 2023
Biog 1
Only 4th appearance in 6 months (all comps) 
Biog 2
Try in 2015 Challenge Cup Semi-final here
Biog 3
2nd oldest Exeter player in PREM history (37)
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Jack Innard overtaken him in pecking order
Biog 3  - Only 39yo Chris Budgen has been older, Taione will be 38 in May
Missed out on Tonga squad for RWC 2019 but played in build-up
2017/18
Rd 1 1st PREM app since Feb, Rd 4 v Was 1st career PREM start; try v Nor (H) AW Nov
2016/17
Only 2 PREM apps 
2015/16
9 PREM games (all as repl); 4 Champs Cup apps – only start v Bordeaux (A) in Jan
Yellow-carded after coming off bench v Quins in Nov; scored 1st PREM try v Newcastle in Rd 16
2014/15
On the bench early this season; 1st try for Exeter in AW semi at Welford Rd in Mar 2015
1 try in 5 Challenge Cup games in 2014/15 (v Glouc in QF) and 1 try in 4 AW Cup games
6 PREM games for Exeter in 2014/15, all off the bench
2013/14
1 try in 20 apps for Jersey in Championship, v Bedford in Sep 2013
Club Career
50 previous PREM games (8 starts, 3 tries, 1YC) – all Exe
13 previous Champions Cup games (0 tries) – all Exe
5 previous Challenge Cup games (1 try) – all Exe
Signed for Exeter in 2014
Joined Jersey in Mar 2013 on 15-month deal – 3 apps in 2012/13 & 1 try in 20 in 2013/14 Championship
Played for Waratahs and Western Force in Super Rugby, just 7 apps, no starts and little game time 
Also played for Manly in Australia
International Career
29 Tonga caps (0 tries) - debut v Italy (Brescia) in Nov 2012, last cap v Canada (Lautoka) Aug 2019
Started in 8 of Tonga’s 9 Tests in 2015
Age Will be 38 in May (born in Nukualofa, Tonga; DOB 25/05/83)



Alex TAIT (21/04/23) ex Newcastle, retired Jun 2023
Biog 1
Due to retire next month, Falcons debut in 2007
Biog 2
Try in win v Northampton here in 2016
Biog 3
270th First Team appearance for Newcastle
Commentary Notes
Biog 3 – In March 2021 became only 6th in Pro era to reach 250 for Falcons, after Micky Ward (286), Tom May (274), Rob Vickers (262), Matt Thompson (258) & Jamie Noon (252)
Goes joint 3rd  on Falcons PREM list (172nd app today – level with Rob Vickers)
Falcons club record 102 PREM starts at full back (plus 47 on wing, 3 at centre)
2018/19 
Only 5 PREM starts in relegation campaign, suffered from an ankle injury
2017/18
Try on seasonal debut v Wor (H) R1, YC v Sal (A) R2; YC v Bor (A) Oct
2016/17
Try on seasonal debut v Glo (A) in Sep; try v Nor (H) in AW & v Exe (H) in Nov
2015/16
Try on seasonal debut; Missed 4 PREM, try v Brv (H) Jan, try v Nor (H) Feb; 5 PREM sts FB & 14 wing
2014/15
16 PREM apps - missed 1st 3 PREM rds, 100th PREM app in May
2013/14
Missed just 1 PREM match – played full 80 mins in 20 matches and 45 mins in the other 
Club Career
171 previous PREM games (152 starts – 102 FB, 47 WG, 3 CEN; 15 tries) – all New
3 previous Champions Cup games (3 starts, 0 tries) – all New
36 previous Challenge Cup games (31 starts, 10 tries, 3YC) – all New
Won PREM 7s in 2011; 100th New app in 2012/13 (v Jsy in Champs in Nov 2012)
3T on Newcastle debut v Cetransa in Chall Cup in Nov 2007; Ex-Falcons academy
Injuries
Ruled out for 3 mths in 2011/12 (posterior cruciate knee ligament injury v Quins at end of Nov 2011)
International Career
Member of 2008 Junior Grand Slam England U20 side (with Noah Cato); Ex-England U18
Miscellaneous
Hails from Shotley Bridge, fulcrum of sword-making industry in 17th century; Studied Chemistry at Uni; Brother of Mathew Tait: “I was probably more of the trouble maker of the two; they called me the black sheep of the family, whereas he’s always been the golden balls.”
Age Was 35 in March (born in Shotley Bridge, Co. Durham; DOB 18/03/88)



Mathew TAIT (15/02/19 – LEIC v WAS)
105 PREM appearances for Leicester (2011-18)
PREM title winner with Leicester in 2012/13
38 England caps, played in 2007 World Cup final
2018/19
Retired in Feb 2019 due to achilles injury
2017/18 
Unused repl in Rds 1 & 2, on in Rds 3-5, started in Rd 6
2016/17 
132m v Was (H) in Sep & capt in win v Newc (A) in Sep; 100th Lei app in Oct; broke jaw v Quins in Nov, 100th first team start for Tigers in Jan; capt in AW Cup Final win; 5th PREM PO
2015/16
Agreed to join Bay but signed new Leic deal; Led Leic 1st time in PREM v Lir in Rd 1 & led in 6 of 1st 7 games;; out for 4 wks (late Nov-Box Day); pulled out in warm-up v Exe & ON WING FOR 1st TIME SINCE DEC 2014 v Sal IN MAR; Try v Bth in May 2016 after 39 try-less matches
2014/15
Started 21 of 23 PREM games (+1 as repl) – MOST PREM GAMES IN ANY CAMPAIGN; try from wing v Sal in Dec; 50th PREM app for Leic in SF v Bth (TRY); Played for Eng v Bbs in May 2015 
Club Career
197 prev PREM games (167 starts, 25 tries) - 8 in 105 (86 sts) Leic, 13 in 56 New, 4 in 36 Sal
65 prev EPCR games (15 tries) - 1 in 26 (1YC) for Leic, 5 in 14 for Sal, 47 pts (9 tries, 1 conv) in 25 for New - 40 in Champions Cup (4 tries) & 25 in Challenge Cup (11 tries)
Ruled out (ankle) from 2013 final until just before Xmas 2013; try v Glo in Feb 1st try for 9 mths 
Tries in 2 of last 3 games in 2012/13 (v Sal Mar 2013 1st PREM for Tigers & 1st PREM for nearly 3 yrs)
Returned Nov 2012 from shoulder & groin injuries – rated unlucky to miss England tour to Arg
Leicester debut in 25-50 drubbing by Sar in Sep 2011 (repl) 
Joined Sale from Newcastle in 2008 (PREM debut as 18yo in 2004, try for Newcastle v London Irish) 
International Career
38 England caps (5 tries) - debut on day before 20th birthday (v Wal , A, Feb 2006) – carry tackled by Gavin Henson, last cap as repl fly half v Australia in Perth in 2010; Just five starts since 2007 RWC 
Age Was 34 this month (born in Shotley Bridge, Co Durham; DOB 06/02/86)



Michael TAIT (03/08/13) ex Edinburgh, retired May 2015 (knee inj)
Biog 1
TWO TRIES IN THE 2011 PREM 7s FINAL TRIUMPH
Biog 2
STARTING HIS FIFTH SEASON WITH THE FALCONS
Commentary Notes
Four tries in total in 2011 PREM 7s – others v Leicester & Harlequins
Club Career
Joined the Falcons in the summer of 2009 from Scottish club Kelso.
International Career
Ex-Scotland U19 international
Dad Alan was capped 27 times by Scotland, was a dual-code Lion & coached Newcastle for a spell
Age Was 23 in May



Netani TALEI (08/05/15) ex Harlequins, retired 2017
Biog 1
JOINED QUINS IN FEBRUARY
Biog 2
PLAYED IN 2 WORLD CUPS FOR FIJI
Commentary Notes
This Season
Recruited by Quins in Feb until the end of the season with them stretched in the back row due to Six Nations calls & injuries; started v Saints (A) in Feb
Last Season
Joined Newport Gwent Dragons
Club Career 
41 previous PREM games (3 tries)  - 0 in 5 for Quins, 3 in 36 for Worcester
29 previous EPCR games (4 tries) – 0 for Quins, 0 in 3 for Dragons, 4 in 13 for Edinburgh, 0 in 13 for Worcester
Signed for Edinburgh in 2010
Joined Worcester in 2007 from then-tier 2 club Doncaster Knights
International Career
28 Fiji caps (4 tries) – debut v Tonga in Gosford, Australia in Jun 2006; last cap v Tonga in Tokyo Jun 2013
Played in 2007 & 2011 World Cups
Age Was 32 in March (born in Suva, Fiji; DOB 19/03/83)

Jaco TAUTE (03/01/21) ex Leicester, retired Jun 2022
Biog 1
Made PREM debut last season
Biog 2
Joined from Munster last season
Biog 3
3 South Africa caps, last in November 2012
Commentary Notes
YET TIO SCORE A TRY FOR TIGERS (today is 17th First Team app)
Biog 2 – Only 12 Leicester appearance last season (all comps)
Made PREM debut in November 2019
Scored 2 Champions Cup tries v Tigers for Munster in Dec 2016
Last Season
Chall Cup SF was 1st EPCR start since 2017 Champions Cup semi-final for Munster v Saracens 
2017/18
Knee inj v Cbl in Sep – out for season; 0 Cmps Cup apps, only 5 PRO14 apps
2016/17
Joined Munster in Sep 2016 as injury cover for Francis Saili & Sam Arnold on 4-month deal
Try v Gla on Euro Debut, Try v Lein (A) & Uls (A) in Oct 
Club Career
13 previous PREM games (12 starts, 0 tries) – all Leic
9 previous Champions Cup games (3 tries) – all Mun
3 previous Challenge Cup games (2 starts, 0 tries) – all Leic
30 previous PRO12/14 games (5 tries) – all Mun
53 previous Super Rugby games (10 tries)
Signed for Leicester in 2019
Joined Munster initially in Sep 2016 as injury cover for Francis Saili & Sam Arnold on 4-month deal 
53 Super Rugby appearances (10 tries)
Won Currie Cup again in 2014, beating former side Golden Lions in final
Played for Western Province in Currie Cup 2014-16
Joined Stormers in 2013
Won Currie Cup with Golden Lions in 2011 (7 tries in 14 games)
Made Super Rugby debut for Lions in 2010
Began his pro career with Golden Lions
Played for Falcons as a youngster
International Career
3 South Africa caps (0 tries) – debut v Aus (Pretoria) Sep 2012; last cap v Ire (Dublin) Nov 2012
Played for SA U20 in JWC in 2010 & 2011
Miscellaneous
Degree in Financial Management
Age Will be 30 in March (born in Springs, RSA; DOB 21/03/91) 




Duncan TAYLOR (27/05/23) ex Saracens, PREM Final, final game of career
Biog 1
Last appearance after 12 years with Saracens
Biog 2
Made PREM debut here in 2011
Biog 3
Red card in defeat at Northampton last month
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 – In the London Double Header (remember that?)
Only 8th appearance in 8 months (all comps)
Came off injured  v Gloucester last September; pulled out on matchday v L Irish in December with tight hamstring; Can be few more injury ravaged careers... 2019 World Cup was 1st time he had played on consecutive weekends since April 2018 for club or country; Won 2 PREM finals but injury woes mean he has only recently reached 100 PREM games. Reckons 40% of career injured
Biog 3 – Eighth minute red card for a tackle that made contact with Fin Smith's head, banned for 3 weeks reduced to 2 after completing safe tackling course
This Season
Try v Osp (H) Apr, 1st career RC v Nor (A) Apr
Last Season
11 PREM apps, 3 starts, 3rd PREM final (W2 L1)
2020/21
New deal in Feb 2021
2017/18
New deal
2016/17
Suffered hamstring inj for Sco v Jpn in Jun but repl in Rd 1 then out for 4 mths (ankle);  try in 1st PREM start at full back v Sal (H) in Feb; MoM v Har (H-Wemb) & YC v Nor (A-MK) in Apr; 5 STARTS
2015/16
Shoulder injury ruled him out of contention for World Cup; try v Ulster (A) in Nov, try v Wasps (A) in Dec; try v Ulster (H) & picked on wing v Toulouse (A) & Bath (H) in Jan; 1st Test try v Wales (A) in Feb; try in 2nd PREM final 
2014/15
Try v Quins (H) in LV= Cup in Nov; victorious in 1st PREM final
2013/14
2 tries v Zebre & 1 v Saints at the Gardens
Club Career
110 previous PREM games (67 starts, 7 tries, 1RC) – all Sar
32 previous Champions Cup games (5 tries) – all Sar
2 previous Challenge Cup games (2 starts, 0 tries) – all Sar
Try in his first PREM semi-final in May 2013
Won Melrose Sevens with Saracens in 2012
PREM debut was as a repl in the 2011 London double header
Starting full back v Worcester in the AW Cup in 2011/12, has also played on the wing for Saracens
Was dual registered with Bedford; Played in Sydney during his teenage years
International Career
28 Sco caps (17 sts, 3T, 17pts) – deb v Sam (Durban) Jun 2013, last cap v Ire (Dbl) Dec 2020
Started 4 of 2016 6N matches (tries v Wales & France)
Missed 2015 World Cup (shoulder injury)
Won first Scotland caps in tournament with SA, Italy & Samoa in Jun 2013, 6N debut in 2014 
Miscellaneous
Qualifies for Sco through his parents, who are both Scottish; full name: Duncan McWilliam Taylor
Age Will be 34 in September (born in Northampton; DOB 05/09/89)



Henry TAYLOR (08/05/21) ex Northampton, retired Jun 2021
Biog 1
10th appearance this season, just 2 starts
Biog 2
Started 2 of the first 3 games this season
Biog 3
Missed almost all of 2017/18 season (knee)
Commentary Notes
YET TO BE CARDED IN HIS CAREER 
Played with Maro Itoje & co for England U20 in 2014 World Junior title winning side
Biog 2 – not started in PREM since
Worcester in May 2019 was his first PREM app for 20 months
Biog 3 - Missed virtually whole of 2017/18 due to knee injury in Sep 2017
Last Season
Try in 54-28 defeat v Saracens in PREM Cup in Oct; broke thumb v Bth Nov – out 7 wks; new contract; try on Euro debut Jan v Ben (H), try v Exe (H) & Leic (A) Sep; Started Cmps Cup QF
2017/18
Only app (all comps) Sal (H) Sep – ruled out for season knee, 2 ops)
2016/17
PREM debut repl v Bath (H) Mar; 3 PREM apps 
2015/16
Played in all 5 AW Cup games (try v Leic in SF); PREM debut as repl v Bth (H) in Mar
Club Career
27 previous PREM games (8 starts, 3 tries) – 3 in 22 Nor, 0 in 5 Sar
4 previous Champions Cup games (2 starts, 1 try) – all Nor
1 previous Challenge Cup games (0 starts, 0 tries) – all Nor
Joined Northampton in 2019
Dual-registered with Bedford Blues in 2015/16
Signed for Saracens
Named in 2013/14 National One Team of the Year (Loughborough Students)
Developed in Harlequins Academy 
International Career
Uncapped 
Ex-England U20 (played with Maro Itoje & Joel Conlon in 2014 World Junior title winning side)
Miscellaneous
Degree in Fine Art & is a classically-trained pianist
Age Was 27 last month (born in Wycombe, Bucks; DOB 11/04/94)




Tim TAYLOR (06/03/14) – ex Gloucester, retired Mar 2014
Biog
15 POINTS IN WIN v LONDON IRISH IN OCTOBER 2011
Commentary Notes
Club Career
Final first team appearance was in 2012/13 Amlin Challenge Cup pool victory v London Irish before campaign cut short by a knee injury sustained in `A` League semi v Harlequins at The Stoop
Joined the Cherry and Whites on loan from Nottingham during the 2009-10 season and during his 4 seasons at the club made 41 appearances, scoring 171 points, which included 6 tries
Played in the triumphant LV= Cup campaign in 2011
Try scorer in defeat at Exeter in 2010/11
Winning kick v Harlequins at The Stoop in Feb 2010
Miscellaneous
Spent his time while injured as Gloucester’s kicking coach and also ran a kick-coaching clinic
Runs a personal training business, 'TTPT Performance Ltd' 
Age Was 31 in October (born in Derby)

Tommy TAYLOR (01/06/24) final game (PREM PO v Bath, scored a try), back inj (nerve damage), retired May 2025 to take up a role with a leadership and team development consultancy as a Performance Advisor
Biog 1
TRY IN 150TH FIRST TEAM GAME FOR SALE LAST MONTH
Biog 2
174TH PREM APPEARANCE, 3RD SEMI-FINAL
Biog 3
WON ONLY ENGLAND CAP IN MAY 2016
Commentary Notes
152ND SALE FIRST TEAM APPEARANCE
Biog 1 – v Leicester
Biog 2 – 103rd today for Sale after 71 for Wasps, for whom he played in SF wins in 2017 & 2020
Biog 3 – v Wales
Last Season
Try v Amp (H) Oct, try v Lein (A) Dec, try v Glo (A) Jan
2022/23
Try v Glo (H) Nov, Try v Bth (H) Jan
2021/22
Try v Glo (A) Oct, Capt v Har (A, Prm Cup) Mar; only 3 PREM starts 
2020/21 (for Wasps)
Try v Nor (H) Feb; Try v Wor in May, Only missed 3 PREM games
2019/20 (for Wasps)
Ankle inj v Bth (A) Aug – out 4 games; 16 PREM starts, 2nd PREM PO, 2nd PREM Final
2018/19 (for Wasps)
Try as repl v Wor (A) R1; just 7 PREM starts,  Cmps Cup R1 high 26 tackles v Lein (A); YC v Leic (A) Mar
2017/18 (for Wasps)
Missed 1st 5 mths (knee); only app before Apr (all comps): v Leic (H) in AW Cup in Feb
2016/17 (for Wasps)
MoM/try on Was debut v Exe (H) & try v Bristol (H) Sep; try v Leic (H) Jan; 1st PREM PO; 1st PREM final
2015/16
MADE 50th PREM APPEARANCE v SAINTS IN NOV; AGREED TO JOIN WASPS; try v Worcester in Feb
2014/15
Ruled out of 1st half of season with knee injury; 2T in 1st PREM game of campaign v L Welsh in Feb
Club Career
173 previous PREM games (108 sts, 16 tries, 3YC) – 9 in 102 (3YC) Sal, 7 in 71 (52 sts) Was
24 previous Champions Cup games (14 sts, 1 try) – 1 in 15 Sal, 0 in 9 (10 sts) Was
23 previous Challenge Cup games (15 sts, 1 try, 1YC) – 0 in 19 (1YC) Sal, 1 in 4 (7 sts) Was
Signed for Wasps in 2016
Missed 2012/13 Christmas & New Year games due to a toe injury which kept him out for five weeks…had started nine of the previous 11 games in all competitions before the mishap
Try scorer v Wasps in AW Cup in Jan 2013
PREM debut for Sale in 2011/12
International Career
1 England cap (0 sts, 0 tries) – debut v Wal (Tw) May 2016
England Saxons – started both games v South Africa A (2-0 win) in Jun 2016 (2 tries in 2nd in Bloemfontein)
Miscellaneous
Dad played for Sale, boyhood Sale fan
Age Will be 33 in November (born in Macclesfield, Cheshire; DOB 11/11/91)

Robins TCHALE-WATCHOU (22/01/16) ex Montpellier, retired 2017
Biog 1
CHAIRMAN OF FRENCH PLAYERS’ UNION
Biog 2
MONTPELLIER IS HIS 4th FRENCH CLUB
Biog 3
PLAYING IN HIS 41ST EPCR GAME
Commentary Notes
This Season
An ever-present in the Challenge Cup and has only missed 1 League game
Only try of the season in 16 apps came in win over Clermont back in Oct –
Club Career
40 previous EPCR games (2 tries) – 1 in 14 for Montpellier, 1 in 22 for Perpignan, 0 in 2 for Stade Francais, 0 in 2 for Auch
Signed for Montpellier in 2013 after making 82 Top 14 apps for Perpignan
Reached the Top 14 final in 1st season with Perpignan in 2009/10
Played for Stade Francais in 2008/09 but only started three matches & a sub in six others
Joined Auch in Top 14 in 2007/08 but they were relegated
Played for Aurillac and UA Gaillac in PRO D2
International Career
Cameroon international
Miscellaneous
He used to be a basketball player; Father used to be a weightlifter
Age Will be 33 in May (DOB 10/05/83, born in Dschang in Cameroon)


Haydn THOMAS (24/01/16) EX EXETER, RETIRED 2017
Biog
JUST HIS 3rd APPEARANCE THIS SEASON
Commentary Notes
Former first choice now down the pecking order, hasn’t appeared in the PREM for 11 months
Last Season
Only 3 PREM starts (Chudley preferred)
2013/14
Only 6 PREM starts, 14 sub apps; tries v basement sides Worcester and Newcastle
Try v Worcester (PREM) in Oct; , try v Newcastle in Dec; Played 150th league game for Exeter at Twickenham in Dec, try v Newcastle in Dec was his 40th for Exeter; 2 tries v Worcester (LV) in Jan; signed new deal in Feb
Club Career
128 previous PREM games (10 tries) – 8 in 92 for Exeter, 1 in 19 for Bristol, 1 in 17 for Gloucester
31 previous EPCR games (5 tries) - 3 in 21 for Exeter, 0 in 3 for Bristol, 2 in 7 for Gloucester
Missed the first three games of 12/13 due to injury
Led the Chiefs v Cavalieri in the Amlin in 12/13
Scored first PREM try for Exeter at Newcastle in January 2012 and followed up with one v Perpignan in the Amlin in his next game
Sent to sin-bin v Harlequins and Gloucester in 2010/11
Signed three-year contract with Exeter in November 2010, signed new one year deal with option of another year in Feb 2014
Spent two seasons at Gloucester & at Bristol; Sub for Bristol in 73-3 defeat at Leicester in Apr 2009
International Career
PLAYED FOR ENGLAND v BARBARIANS IN MAY 2013
Called up by England for May 2012 Barbarians game but didn't feature – called up for same fixture in May 2013 and did play
Sadly for Thomas…a non-cap game – if only he was as Welsh as his name sounds he would be a full international, as they award caps for games v the Barbarians…
Age Was 33 in September (Despite name, hails from Birmingham, DOB 17/09/82)

Jonathan THOMAS (30/03/14) ex Worcester., retired Jun 2015
Biog 1
SENT OFF v NORTHAMPTON LAST MONTH
Biog 2
WON 4 LEAGUE TITLES WITH OSPREYS
Biog 3
WON LAST OF 67 WALES CAPS IN 2011
Commentary Notes
The prospect of being relegated is a novel one for someone coming from the Pro 12….
This Season
Named club captain after signing from Ospreys; Worcester have had seven PREM captains over the last two seasons, Pat Sanderson having owned the `armband` for six campaigns…Thomas is the eighth in the PREM since Sanderson quit; sent off v Saints in Feb for a slapping in the face of Sam Dickinson
Club Career
Joined Worcester this season; Made 188 appearances in all games for Ospreys – won 4 League titles with them
Trophies
Won the Celtic League/PRO 12 in 2005, 2007, 2010 & 2012, plus the Anglo-Welsh Cup in 2008 (sub in the final at Twickenham v Leicester)
International Career
67 Wales caps; Test debut on 2003 summer tour of Australia, last cap in 2011 
Only Martyn Williams, Colin Charvis and Ryan Jones have played more times in the Wales back row
Superb in the 2003 World Cup
Won Grand Slam in 2005 & 2008
Played v Canada and Australia in 2007 World Cup (try v Aus)
Age Was 31 in December (born in Pembroke, Wal; DOB 27/12/82)

Yann THOMAS (31/05/25) ex-Bristol, retired Jun 2025
Biog 1
172ND PREM APPEARANCE 
Biog 2
14TH PREM SEASON
Biog 3
RETIRING AT END OF THIS SEASON
Commentary Notes
1ST START FOR 4 MONTHS
Biog 1 - 98 BRISTOL, 74 GLOUCESTER; WON CHALLENGE CUP WITH BRISTOL & GLOUCESTER 
Made only PREM start at tighthead in Aug 2020 v Sale, 7 years after his 1st PREM start
Last Season
Only 2 apps I(all comps) started v Nor (H) & repl v Glo (A) Mar; new deal
2022/23
Try v Zeb (H, Chall Cup) Dec, Try v Exe (A) Apr
2021/22
Try v Nor (A) Mar, try v Exe (A) Apr
2020/21
Missed New Year’s Day 2021 match v Newcastle (Covid-19 tracing), 2nd PREM Semi-final 
2019/20
new contract (2 years); 100th PREM app Aug (at Kingsholm!), 1st PREM Semi-final, 3rd Chall Cup final
2018/19
1st career PREM try v Wor (A) Oct; 1st Euro try v Eni (H) Jan
2017/18
Played for Rouen in the French third tier (Federale 1)
2016/17
Started R1-4, 2nd Chall Cup final
2015/16
Missed 7 PREM games, only missed 5 across previous 2 seasons; YC v Saints (A) in Nov & L Irish (A) in Mar; 3 PREM starts made it only 12 career PREM starts 
2014/15
All but 3 squads: missed Har (A) Apr & Chall Cup QF/SF; unused repl v Oyo (A) Oct, v Exe (A) Jan 
2013/14
Made his 1st 4 career PREM starts
Club Career
171 previous PREM games (69 sts – 68 L’head, 1 T’head, 2 tries) – 2 in 97 Bri, 0 in 74 (17 sts) Glo
12 previous Champions Cup games (8 starts, 0 tries) – 6 Bri, 6 (5 sts) Glo
41 previous Challenge Cup Games (18 starts, 3 tries, 1YC) – 3 in 15 Bri, 0 in 26 Glo
2 previous Champions Cup Play-off games (0 starts, 0 tries) – all Glo
Joined Rouen in 2017, Signed for Bristol in 2018
1st PREM start was for Gloucester v Exeter at Kingsholm in Oct 2013, Won Challenge Cup in 2015
PREM Debut was as a sub v Saracens in Nov 2010, Joined Gloucester in 2008
International Career
Uncapped 
Age Was 35 last month (born in Bristol, DOB 16/04/90)




Kane THOMPSON (28/08/15 – Samoa v Barbarians – sent off) ex Newcastle Falcons, retired Jun 2016
Age: 33 	DoB: 09/01/82, Paraparaumu, Wellington region (Nzl)
Ht: 1.96m (6ft 5ins)  Wt: 112kg (17st 8lbs)
International Career
32 Sam Caps (10 pts, 2 tries) - debut v Fiji, Apia, May 2007
- Sent off for punching v Barbarians, suspended for 2 games (inc. USA game)
- Last cap v New Zealand, Apia, Jul 2015
- Played for v Italy, Canada & England in Nov 2014
- Played in 2007 and 2011 World Cups
World Cup Record
8 appearances (1 try) across 2 tournaments (2007-2011) – W3, L5
Club Career
- Joined Newcastle last season, made PREM debut in Nov 2014 v Sale
- Re-joined the Chiefs for 2014 Super Rugby season, played 6 games
- Played for Canon Eagles in Japan in 2012/13
- Made 13 appearances for Chiefs in 2012 Super Rugby
- Returned to New Zealand and spent 2010 with Southland and 2011 with Hawke’s Bay
- Played for 2 seasons in Top 14 and then 1 season in Pro D2 for Dax
- Moved to France to play for Dax in 2007
- Played for Highlanders in 2006/07 and for Southland
- Made Wellington debut in 2005


Steve THOMPSON – NORTHAMPTON (06/01/12)
Forced to retire last month at the age of 33 due to neck trouble shortly after joining Wasps
2003 World Cup winner (played four times in 2011 World Cup)
73 England caps and Played in three Tests on the 2005 Lions tour (1 v Arg, 2 v NZ)
A neck injury suffered while playing for Northampton in April 2007 forced his immediate retirement Made his comeback with Brive after being given the all-clear to resume in October 2007, forcing him to re-pay a substantial insurance claim
Recalled by England in 2009 
16 tries in 125 PREM games for Northampton – 5th on Saints’ all-time PREM appearances list – holds the club record for PREM games in the front row
Was in the Saints squad that lifted the Heineken Cup in 2000 (on the bench for the final, but didn’t come on)
His 62nd and final PREM appearance at Franklin’s Gardens was last May, in the Leeds side that was relegated

Sebastien TILLOUS-BORDE (18/01/18) ex Toulon, retired Jun 2018
Biog 1
STARTED ALL 3 CHAMPIONS CUP FINAL WINS 
Biog 2
19 FRANCE CAPS, LAST v IRELAND AT RWC 2015
Commentary Notes
Yet to score a top tier EPCR try for Toulon – last in top tier was 6 yrs ago for Castres v Northampton in Jan 2011!
This Season 
Started v Sar in Rd 1, repl v Sal in Rd 2, started v Sal in Rd 5 & started v Sar in Rd 6
17 Top 14 appearances (9 starts), try v Lyon in Nov
Last Season
Just 10 appearances (just 3 starts) in all comps – 5 in Top 14 & 5 in Champs Cup 
2014/15
Started for France v Fij, Aus and Arg in autumn – 1st caps since March 2009; 3rd Champions Cup final
Started all but 1 Champions Cup game, 15 Top 14 games (tries v Brive & Oyonnax)
2013/14
2 tries in 18 Top 14 apps; 7 starts in Champions Cup
Club Career
47 previous EPCR games (4 tries, 1 YC) – 1 try (1 YC) in 34 for Toulon, 3 in 13 for Castres
179 previous Top 14 games (14 tries) – 11 in 104 for Toulon, 3 in 62 for Castres, 0 in 7 for Biarritz
Signed for Toulon in 2011
He reportedly announced that he was joining Toulon in a video on his own website in February 2011
Joined Castres in 2007 and spent 4 seasons there
Began top flight career with Biarritz in 2005 and made debut v Toulon
International Career
19 France caps (3 tries) - debut v Aus (Sydney) Jun 2008, last cap v Ire (Cardiff) Oct 2015
3 appearances in RWC 2015
Recalled by France after 5-year absence in 2014/15
Played for France U18, U19 and U21
Won U21 World Champs in 2006 and played in the U19 World Champs final in 2004
Age Will be 33 in April (born in Oloron-Sainte-Marie, born 29/04/85)





Mike TINDALL (15/04/16)
121 PREM games for Gloucester 
PREM record 184 starts as a centre 
Played in 75 Tests – England’s most capped centre
Club Career
206 PREM games (121 for Gloucester & 85 for Bath - Record 184 PREM starts at centre)
107 PREM starts for Gloucester - Only Terry Fanolua (123) has made more for Glos as a centre, only Jake Boer has captained them more times in the PREM
64 EPCR games (14 tries, 72 pts) – 9 in 41 for Gloucester, 5 tries & 1 conv in 23 for Bath
6 tries in 41 Champions Cup & 8 in 23 Challenge Cup games
Notched 100th PREM game for Gloucester v Bath in Mar 2013
Try v Wasps in Feb 2013, 41 PREM games after his previous PREM try scored against the same opposition in Mar 2010
Made 150th appearance in all comps for Gloucester in win v Northampton in 2012/13 (two of those were “friendlies”, but Glos counted them…)
International Career
75 England caps (14 tries, 2 convs, 74 pts) – debut v Ireland at Twickenham in 2000 (as a 21yo), last cap v Scotland in Auckland in 2011 World Cup
England’s most-capped centre
Dropped from elite squad & fined £25,000 after antics at the 2011 World Cup 
Member of all-conquering 1997 England U18 squad in Australia - alongside the likes of Wilkinson, Balshaw, Sheridan, Mears, Alex Sanderson and Borthwick
Miscellaneous
Married to the Queen’s grand-daughter, Zara Tindall
Monbeg Dude, the horse he co-owns with Nick Robinson and James Simpson-Daniel, ran in the 2014 Grand National and won the Welsh National in Jan 2013 
Age Will be 38 in October (born in Otley, Yorks; DOB 18/10/78)

Julien TOMAS (13/10/18) ex Montpellier, retired Jun 2019
Biog
SIGNED FROM PAU THIS SEASON
Biog
WON TOP 14 WITH STADE FRANCAIS IN 2015
Biog
WON EPCR SHIELD WITH MONTPELLIER IN 2004
Commentary Notes
Last Season
20 Top 14 games (7 starts, 2 tries); TRY v CARDIFF BLUES IN ROUND 5
2016/17
18 Top 14 games (12 starts)
Club Career
54 previous EPCR games (9 tries)
Joined Montpellier in 2018
Signed for Pau in 2016
Won Top 14 final with Stade in 2015 but didn’t play in final
Joined Stade in 2014, after one campaign with Castres
LOST IN TOP 14 FINAL WITH MONTPELLIER IN 2011
Made nearly 200 appearances for Montpellier in 9 seasons with them
Won the short-lived third tier event, EPCR Shield, with first club Montpellier in 2004
Began career in Montpellier academy and spent entire career there until joining Castres in summer 2013
International Career
3 France caps (0 tries) – all as repl – debut v Italy (Paris) Mar 2008, last cap v Wales (Paris) Mar 2011
Captained France A team and has also played for the French Barbarians
Former France U18 and U21 international and won the U21 World Championship in 2006
Age Was 33 in Apr (born in Montpellier, 21/04/85)


Sean TOMES (30/03/14) ex Newcastle, retired May 2014
Biog
SON OF FORMER SCOTLAND LOCK ALAN TOMES
Commentary Notes
Club Career
Re-joined Falcons in 2012
PREM debut as a replacement v Wasps in 2007-08 
Moved to Bedford Blues in 2010
Joined Dragons in Mar 2009 before joining Exeter Chiefs at the end of that campaign
Yet to score a PREM try 
International Career
Ex-Scotland U20 
Miscellaneous
Son of former Scotland lock Alan Tomes
Age Will be 30 in July (born in Gateshead)


Devin TONER (15/04/22) ex Leinster, retired Jul 2022
Biog 1
EXTENDS LEINSTER RECORD TO 279 APPEARANCES
Biog 2
84th CHAMPIONS CUP APPEARANCE
Biog 3
70 IRELAND CAPS, LAST IN FEBRUARY 2020
Commentary Notes
Retiring at end of this season
YET TO SCORE A CHAMPIONS CUP TRY
7-TIME CELTIC LEAGUE/PRO12/PRO14 WINNER
Biog 1 – Surpassed Gordon D’Arcy (261); made Leinster debut in January 2006 v Border Reivers
Biog 2 – Surpassed his boss Leo Cullen’s total for Leinster (80) v La Rochelle in SF last season & surpassing Rob Kearney today…only 5 players have more Champions Cup apps for the province
Try in 2017/18 was 1st FOR LEINSTER FOR ALMOST 6 YEARS!! PREVIOUS WAS v SCARLETS IN SEP 2012! HAD SCORED FOR IRELAND IN THAT TIME (x 2 in 2016)
2009, 2011, 2012 & 2018 CHAMPIONS CUP WINNER
Alongside Johnny Sexton, Cian Healy & Isa Nacewa; the Leinster quartet joined Cedric Heymans (Toulouse) and Frederic Michalak (Toulouse and Toulon) in being part of 4 winning finals 
2018/19
MISSED 3 MONTHS (ANKLE) – Ankle knock in December (out for 4 weeks) and separate ankle injury v England in Feb 
2017/18
Only 3 men stole more lineouts than Toner’s 3 in Champs Cup pool stage; TRY IN PRO14 FINAL v SCARLETS
2016/17
Started all 8 Champs Cup games.  Champs Cup games; 9 apps in PRO12
2015/16
Started World Cup QF defeat v Argentina
YC v Wasps in Jan (his 50th EPCR game – all comps)
Club Career
83 previous Champions Cup games (63 starts, 0 tries, 5 YC) – all Lein
3 previous Challenge Cup games (3 starts, 0 tries) – all Lein
192 previous PRO14 games (4 tries, 4 YC) – all Lein
On the bench in all 4 Champions Cup final triumphs (unused in 2009)
Leinster debut in 2005/06
International Career
70 Ireland caps (53 starts, 2 tries) – debut v Sam (H) Nov 2010
PLAYED IN 10 IRELAND TESTS IN 2018 & WON ALL OF THEM
Both international tries came in 2016 (v Sco & Rsa – Jo’burg)
Miscellaneous
6ft 11in – was tallest player at RWC 2015
Cousin of ex-Saracens lock Mark Flanagan
Age Will be 36 in June (born in County Meath, DOB 29/06/86)



Kyle TONETTI (15/04/11) ex Sale, joined Connacht 2011, retired Mar 2014 due to ankle injury
Biog
SOUTH AFRICA-BORN IRELAND U20 INTERNATIONAL
Commentary Notes
Ex-Leinster
Won 2007 U20 Grand Slam with Ireland 

Craig TRENIER (19/09/21) ex Harlequins, retired Jun 2022
Biog 1
PREM debut at age of 27
Biog 2
Joined Harlequins in 2020 
Biog 3
Capped by Ireland at U20 level
Commentary Notes
2020/21
Injury ruined campaign, didn’t play at all
Club Career
0 prev PREM games
Joined Harlequins in 2020
Joined Ealing in 2019
Joined Richmond in 2018
Ex-Ulster academy 
International Career 
Uncapped 
Ex-Ireland U20 
Age Will be 28 in January (born in Terenure, Ire; DOB 21/01/94)

Hayden TRIGGS (01/04/17, Champs Cup QF v Was) – ex Leinster, retired Jun 2017
Biog 1
TRY v DRAGONS IN FEBRUARY
Biog 2
PLAYED FOR 3 NZ SIDES IN SUPER RUGBY
Biog 3
MADE EPCR DEBUT LAST SEASON
Commentary Notes
This Season
Tragically lost his daughter, Stella, just 2 days after she was born in early Oct – a minute’s silence was observed in her memory at the following Munster game here at the Aviva…
Last Season
Joined Leinster after playing for North Harbour in the ITM Cup; signed a new contract
Club Career
5 previous EPCR games (4 starts, 0 tries) – both for Leinster
21 previous PRO12 games (14 starts, 3 tries) – all for Leinster
64 previous Super Rugby games (2 tries)
Played for Highlanders, Chiefs & Blues in Super Rugby
Started out with Manawatu
International Career
NZ Maori All Blacks
Age Was 35 in February (born in Lower Hutt, Nzl; DOB 22/02/82)

Andrew TRIMBLE (13/12/19 – Har v Uls)
RETIRED IN MAY LAST YEAR AFTER 13 SEASONS WITH ULSTER
ULSTER RECORD 27 CHAMPIONS CUP TRIES
TRY IN 2 OF HIS 3 GAMES FOR ULSTER v HARLEQUINS
Notes
His final EPCR game for Ulster was v Quins in December 2017 at the Kingspan (scored a try)
Made tournament record 58 straight starts in Champions Cup before missing 2014/15 with injury
Made final Ulster appearance v Scarlets at Parc y Scarlets in Feb 2018
Tommy Bowe scored more tries, but for Ospreys & Ulster combined
2017/18
2T v Ben (A) & try v Zeb (A) in Sep; try v Skg (A) & 50th & final League try in Nov v Ben (H); 27th & Final Champions Cup try v Har (A) in Dec; 158th & final league game in Feb v Sca (A)
2016/17
Uls co-capt (with Herring); Only try in defeat v Bordeaux in Oct
2015/16
Tries in both games v Tls; 13 PRO12 apps (2 tries); broke Paddy Wallace’s record of most appearances for Ulster when he made his 190th v Treviso on October 2 2015
2014/15
Toe injury sustained v Gla – played in first 6 rounds of PRO12 and then ruled out for rest of season in mid-Oct; Didn’t appear in Europe – played 6 times in PRO12 (4 starts) and scored 4 tries
2013/14
2 tries in 7 Champions Cup matches and 4 in 13 in PRO12 
Club Career
71 Champions Cup games (27 tries) – all Uls
158 PRO12/14 games (50 tries) – all Uls
Was 1st man to 200 Ulster apps 
EPCR debut for Ulster back in Jan 2006 v Treviso
Used to play his club rugby for Ballymena
International Career
70 Ireland caps (17 tries) - debut v Aus (H) Nov 2005, last cap v Fra (H) Feb 2017
Played in historic win v Nzl in Chicago in Nov 2016
Played in Ireland’s RWC warm-up game v Wales in Aug 2015 but went off injured after 35 mins and missed out on selection – said he was “gutted” to be cut from squad
Miscellaneous
Studied Physics at University before dropping out and going on to study Theology – quite a change! Is a Christian and reportedly read Psalm 84 before every match
Liverpool fan
Age Was 35 in October (born in Coleraine, Nir; DOB 30/10/84)

Francois TRINH-DUC (09/04/22) ex Bordeaux, retired Jun 2022
Biog 1
2 TRIES IN 3 CHAMPIONS CUP APPS LAST SEASON FOR RACING 
Biog 2
66 FRANCE CAPS, LAST IN MARCH 2018 
Biog 3
SLOTTED 26 OF 40 KICKS THIS SEASON (ALL COMPS, 65%)
Commentary Notes 
JOINED BORDEAUX THIS SEASON – His last Champions Cup game came versus Bordeaux for Racing in last year’s QF, which he lost
Biog 1 – Tries v Quins and Edin. He scored a TRY IN QF WIN v CLERMONT the September before which was his 1st EPCR try for 8 years since Oct 2012 v Sale… back on a roll!
YC v La Rochelle in Nov – His first YC since collecting 3 in the 2013/14 season for Montpellier – 8YC & 1RC in career… quite a lot for a fly-half?!
SPENT 12 SEASONS AT MONTPELLIER, THEN 3 AT TOULON. 2 WITH RACING. 1st with BOR
MISSED 4 MONTHS IN 2016/17 (BROKEN ARM) - Out for 4 months after breaking his arm v Samoa in Nov 2016 & played his 1st game back for Toulon in 15-5 defeat at Brive on March 4 & started at centre – 1st time he’s started at centre in Top 14 since v same opposition 6 years ago in Apr 2011!
Joined Toulon on a 3-year deal from Montpellier in summer 2016 (announced in Nov)
WON CHALLENGE CUP WITH MONTPELLIER IN 2015/16 - Part of Montpellier squad that won Challenge Cup but made just 3 apps
2020/21
11 Top14 apps (3 start, 32pts)
2020/21
19 Top 14 app (6 start, 1 try, 20pts)
2019/20
6 Top 14 apps (1 start, 1 try) v Lyon
2016/17
15 Top 14 games; 28 pts; 2 drop goals, v Toulouse (A) & Racing (A) in Sep
2015/16
8 Top 14 apps & 3 in Europe; Spent time out with broken leg
Suffered second broken leg in as many seasons v Calvisano in Challenge Cup (last season was v Oyonnax in Oct 2014) – returned v Quins in Challenge Cup in January
Club Career
32 previous Champions Cup games (90 pts, 21 starts, 4 tries) 
16 previous Challenge Cup games (47 pts, 3 tries) 
264 prev Top 16/14 games (882 pts, 216 starts, 39 tries)  
Over 600 pts for Montpellier in all comps
Spent 12 seasons with hometown club Montpellier
Came through ranks at Montpellier with Fulgence Ouedraogo & Louis Picamoles
Top 14 player of the season in 2011
International Career
66 France Caps (41 starts, 93 pts, 9 tries) – debut v Sco in Feb 2008, last cap v Wal (A) Mar 2018
MADE HIS 1ST SIX NATIONS START SINCE 2013 V ENG (A) IN 2016
Ever-present for Les Bleus in 2010 Grand Slam win
Played in 2011 RWC final
Overlooked for at RWC 2015 as Freddie Michalak was chosen instead
KICKED DROP GOAL IN 12-10 WIN v ENG ON LAST DAY OF 2010 6N AS FRANCE WON GRAND SLAM
Miscellaneous
First player of Vietnamese origin to play for France
Age Was 35 in Nov (born in Herault, DOB 11/11/86)

Tane TU’IPULOTU (21/04/11) – ex Newcastle, retired 2013
Biog 1
CAPPED ONCE BY PACIFIC ISLANDERS IN 2004
Biog 2
PLAYED IN SUPER RUGBY FOR THE HURRICANES
Commentary Notes
His only cap was as a replacement against the All Blacks at North Harbour. Tonga’uiha and Koyamaibole were in the starting line-up that day and current Falcons team-mate Filipo Levi sat beside him on the bench
Not scored a PREM try since September 2009; Only try this season was in the LV semi win v Quins
Didn’t appear until late November this season due to injury
3rd season on Tyneside
Tongan-born; was 30 in February

Lachie TURNER (26/05/18) ex Exeter, retired Jun 2018
Biog 1
1st PREM final
Biog 2
14 starts at full back & 8 on wing this season
Biog 3
Try in win v Sale last month
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 – Inc today
Yet to be yellow-carded in northern hemisphere rugby
This Season
Repl in Rds 1-3, try v New (H) & Sal (A, MoM) in Oct; try v Har (H) in Nov; started every PREM & Champs Cup game from mid-Sep to end of Nov until facial injury forced to miss Nor (A) in Dec; try v Sal (H) in Apr; 108m v New (H) – 2nd most in SF (1st PREM PO)
Last Season
Started on wing v Saracens in Rd 2, full back  until Nov, lost place when Dollman returned from injury; 1st PREM tries (2) v Quins (H) in Sep; try in AW Cup SF v Har (H) in Mar
2015/16
4T in 7 games for Tln as RWC cover; Exe deb at FB v Nor (H) in Mar; 3 PREM games, Cmps Cup QF
Club Career
33 previous PREM games (28 starts, 8 tries) – all for Exe
8 previous EPCR games (8 starts, 0 tries) – all for Exe
7 Top 14 games (4 tries) – all for Toulon 
92 S Rugby games (35 tries, 185 pts, 2YC) – 10T (60 pts, 1YC) in 22 Rds, 25T (125 pts, 1YC) in 70 War
Signed for Exeter in Feb 2016 on deal until June 2018
Joined Toulon during 2015 World Cup
Spent 9 seasons in Super Rugby 2006-15 for NSW Waratahs (7 seasons) & Queensland Reds (2 seasons), scoring 35 tries in 92 apps
International Career
15 Australia caps (4 tries) - debut v France, Brisbane, June 2008, last cap v Wales (Cardiff) Dec 2011, try
Miscellaneous
Dubbed fastest in Aus rugby in 2010 (11.1 secs)
Age: Was 31 this month (born in Sydney, Aus; DOB 11/05/87)


Jordan TURNER-HALL (28/11/14) ex Quins, retired 2015
Biog
NO TRY FOR HARLEQUINS IN 2 YEARS 
Commentary Notes
This Season
Started all the first 4 games in Sep – only start since in LV v Dragons
Last Season
Ruled out with a hip injury for 4 months, returned in the LV in Jan; started 3 PREM games during 6N; played in PREM semi v Saracens
Club Career
128 previous PREM games – 119 starts (12 tries) - all for Quins, no other Quins centre has made 100 starts
Suffered a cheekbone injury v Newcastle in Nov 2012 – ruled out for a month
30 EPCR games (4 tries) – all for Quins
Try drought…Nothing since Oct 2012 (38 blanks for Quins)
Won the PREM in 2012
PREM Young Player of the Year 2009
Made PREM debut at 18 in 2006 as a sub v Bristol
Quins Academy, first team debut v Pertemps Bees, Nat Lge 1 2005 – alongside Andrew Mehrtens & Will Greenwood!
Started his career at Hove with Noah Cato
International Career
2 England caps - debut in 2012 Calcutta Cup at Murrayfield, his other England cap was also as a sub in 2012, v Italy
England Saxons, England U20 (Grand Slam & World Junior Final 2008)
Miscellaneous
Played US Football for Great Britain as a running back (clubs were Brighton B52s & Sussex Thunder)
Arsenal fan
Age Will be 27 in February

James TYAS (26/07/12) ex Bath, joined Worcester 2013, retired Jun 2014 and became an analyst for Worcester 
Biog 1
PLAYED IN ALL THREE PREM 7s TOURNAMENTS 
Biog 2
YET TO PLAY FOR THE BATH FIRST TEAM
Commentary Notes
Back Row
Was an unused sub v Sale in December 2011 – the only time he has been selected in a first team match day squad
Played for Plymouth and Mosley in the Championship last season
Scotland U20 international
Bath Academy 
Will be 21 in November

Sebastien VAHAAMAHINA (10/12/22) ex Clermont, retired Jul 2023
Biog 1
50 EPCR STARTS TO HIS NAME (ALL COMPS)
Biog 2
TRY & RED CARD v WALES IN 2019 WORLD CUP QUARTER-FINAL
Biog 3
PLAYED FOR CLERMONT IN 2015 & 2017 CHAMPIONS CUP FINALS
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Both tiers combined - MADE 50th EPCR APPEARANCE v WASPS LAST APRIL 
Biog 2 – Retired from international rugby in aftermath
Has not scored a try in two seasons (only one score last season v Agen in Top 14 in Feb)
21 apps, 21 starts in Top 14 last season; 8 apps, 7 starts this season so far …
Saints game in Rd2 in 2017/18 was first he’d missed after 25 consecutive Champions Cup games since joining club. Also missed away leg v Leicester in Round of 16 last season 
Club Career
167 previous Top 14 appearances (136 starts, 8 tries)
43 previous Champions Cup appearances (40 starts, 2 tries)
11 previous Challenge Cup appearances (10 starts, 3 tries)
Joined Clermont in 2014
3 seasons with Perpignan (relegated in 2014)
Started out at Brive but made just 1 replacement appearance for the club on the final day of the 2010/11 season in a 36-10 defeat to Agen
International Career
46 France caps (32 starts, 1 try) – debut v Aus (H) Nov 2012, last cap v Wal (Oita) Oct 2019
Scored 1st Test try v Wales in RWC 2019 QF…also sent off
Missed Rd 4 in 2017 with a back injury & tour that summer 
Made 1st starts for 2 years in Nov 2016 v Australia & New Zealand
Yellow-carded for kicking ball away after being on pitch for about 3 mins in win v Italy in 2014 6N N
Had played just 13 senior games when he made his Test debut
Ex-France U19 & U20 (2011 Junior World Championship)
Age Was 31 in October (born in Noumea, New Caledonia; DOB 21/10/91)



Joe VAN NIEKERK (May 2014) retired 2014
BIOG 1
10 TRIES IN 52 CAPS FOR SOUTH AFRICA
BIOG 2
FIVE TRIES IN 21 APPEARANCES IN TOP 14 IN 2012/13
BIOG 3
Commentary Notes
DOB 04/05/80
Born in Port Elizabeth
Back row
Captained South Africa at Schools, U19 and U21 levels
Also played sevens for the Springboks
Made his full international debut v New Zealand in July 2001 when he still hadn’t played in the Currie Cup or Super Rugby!
Was voted South African Player of the Year in 2002
Won the Tri Nations in 2004
Was rumoured to be joining Northampton at one point but the move reportedly fell through because of his injury problems
Played for Western Province in the Currie Cup and the Lions and Stormers in Super Rugby
Joined Toulon in 2008
Had scored 14 tries in 96 appearances in Top 14 prior to the start of this season

Taione VEA (01/05/16) ex Newcastle, retired Oct 2016 due to neck injury
Biog 1
RELEGATED WITH LONDON WELSH LAST SEASON
Biog 2
1st TRY FOR FALCONS IN MARCH v OLD CLUB WASPS
Biog 3
6 TONGA CAPS
Commentary Notes
Only non-English qualified player in today’s Newcastle squad
This Season
Started v Gloucester in round 1 in Oct but next PREM start was not until Quins (H) in Jan – started every game since
Last Season (for L Welsh)
17 PREM games (16 starts) – tries v Northampton in Nov & L Irish in Feb
2013/14 (for Wasps)
One start (74-13 defeat at Northampton on final day) and five sub apps in PREM
Debut in Amlin in Oct; PREM debut v L Irish in Nov; sub in 5 PREM & 5 Amlin games
Club Career
38 previous PREM games (3 tries) – 1 in 15 for Newcastle, 2 in 17 for L Welsh, 0 in 6 for Wasps
14 previous EPCR games (1 try)  - 0 in 4 for Newcastle, 0 in 2 for L Welsh, 1 in 8 for Wasps
Joined Newcastle in summer 2015
Signed for L Welsh in summer 2014
Joined Wasps in 2013
3 seasons in the NZ Provincial Championship with North Harbour
International Career
6 Tonga caps (0 tries) – debut v Japan in 2013, last cap v Wales in Cardiff in Nov 2013
Miscellaneous
Cousin of former Leicester back row/lock Steve Mafi
Age Was 27 in December (born in Auckland, Nzl; DOB 01/12/88)



Elvis VERMEULEN (May 2014) ex Clermont, retired 2015
BIOG 1
JUST FIVE APPS IN TOP 14 THIS SEASON
BIOG 2
WON 10 CAPS FOR FRANCE
BIOG 3
MADE RETURN FROM A HERNIATED DISC INJURY SUSTAINED IN RD 2 IN 18-9 LOSS TO BAYONNE IN THE ROUND 17
Commentary Notes
DOB 05/04/79
Born in Senils
Number eight
Played for Brive between 1998 and 2001
Signed for Clermont in 2001 and has given them over a decade of service
Made his international debut v South Africa in Johannesburg in 2001
Scored the try that won the 2007 Six Nations on points difference ahead of Ireland
SCORED TWO TRIES IN 21 TOP 14 MATCHES IN 2012/13
[bookmark: _Hlk511210761]
Sam VESTY (01/03/13) ex Bath, joined Worcester coaching staff 2013)
Biog
JUST HIS SECOND PREM GAME IN FOUR MONTHS
Commentary Notes
And this would be just his 6th PREM game this season in total – his only start was at centre v Gloucester at Kingsholm in October
Played at fly-half, centre and full-back last season
Two first-half penalties from Vesty were Bath’s only points in the 23-6 defeat at Kingsholm in September 2011
Won two PREM finals with Leicester - His finals were 2007 (sub v Gloucester) & 2009 (v L Irish). Only made three appearances for Leicester in 2009/10
Both his England caps were won in Argentina in 2009
150 PREM points in 111 games for Leicester
His Leicester lineage is…Dad (prop), Grandad (wing), great-grandad (centre) 
Scored 17 points on Bath debut v Leeds in 2010
Despite lack of game-time there are rumours of him staying on at Bath beyond this season…
Was 31 in November

Dan VICKERMAN (18/02/11) ex Northampton, committed suicide 18/02/17 in Sydney
Biog 1 
54 AUSTRALIA CAPS, LAST v S AFRICA IN AUGUST 2008
Biog 2
PLAYED IN 2008 SUPER 14 FINAL FOR WARATAHS
Commentary Notes
Came on as a sub v Sale last March & made 1st PREM start last week v Sarries
Finishing his Land Economy studies at Cambridge
Starts a new two-year deal with the ARU in June
Led Cambridge to victory in 2009 Varsity match
Lost 2008 Super 14 final
Shoulder reconstruction in 2006
Born in Cape Town, will be 32 in June


Rob VICKERMAN (13/04/18 – NEW v SAL)
Played 28 PREM games for Newcastle
Try for Newcastle in draw v Sale here in September 2009
PREM 7s runner-up with Newcastle in 2010
Club Career
Centre
50 PREM games (37 starts, 4 tries) – 3 in 28 (20 sts) for New, 1 in 22 (17 sts) for Lee
50th and final PREM app in May 2010 for Falcons v Wasps before joining England Sevens squad
Joined Newcastle Falcons in 2009
Recruited by Leeds in 2005 (coached in the Academy by Stuart Lancaster), made 22 PREM apps (1 try) in 4 injury ravaged years (see below)
International Career
England Sevens – Debut in 2004; 2013 World Cup Sevens runner-up, 2011 Dubai Sevens winner, 2009 Wellington Sevens winner, 2009 London Sevens winner; retired at end of 2013
Injuries
History of knee trouble – two ops (missed two seasons while at Leeds)
Out for 4 months during 2010/11
Age Will be 33 in September (born in Leeds, DOB 25/09/85)
Rob VICKERMAN (01/08/14) - SEVENS
Played for England in 2013 World Cup Sevens Final
PREM 7s runner-up with Newcastle in 2010
Played in the PREM for Leeds & Newcastle
Club Career
Centre
50 PREM games (37 starts, 4 tries) – 3 in 28 (20 sts) for New, 1 in 22 (17 sts) for Lee
50th and final PREM app in May 2010 for Falcons v Wasps before joining England Sevens squad
Joined Newcastle Falcons in 2009
Recruited by Leeds in 2005 (coached in the Academy by Stuart Lancaster), made 22 PREM apps (1 try) in 4 injury ravaged years (see below)
International Career
England Sevens – Debut in 2004; 2013 World Cup Sevens runner-up, 2011 Dubai Sevens winner, 2009 Wellington Sevens winner, 2009 London Sevens winner; retired at end of 2013
Injuries
History of knee trouble – two ops (missed two seasons while at Leeds)
Out for 4 months during 2010/11
Age Will be 33 in September (born in Leeds, DOB 25/09/85)

Rob VICKERS (19/05/18 – repl, PREM PO, final match of career) ex Newcastle, retired May 2018 
Biog 1
Match-winning try v Sale last month
Biog 2
12th season with Falcons, retires this month
Biog 3
Try in defeat v Exeter here last season
Commentary Notes
MISSED WIN v GLOUCESTER IN MARCH AS HIS WIFE WAS GIVING BIRTH! 
Biog 2 - Made 150th PREM appearance in Apr 2017 – ONLY 5th NEWCASTLE PLAYER TO REACH 150 after May, Ward, Noon & Thompson – Vickers now 3rd on list behind May & Ward
This Season 
12th season with New (awarded testimonial); try v Wor (H) & Bth (A) in Sep; try v Dra (H) in Chall Cup in Oct; match-winning try v Sal (H) in Apr
Last Season 
Missed PREM Rds 1 & 2 but has started every PREM game since; try in loss v Lyon (A) in Dec
2015/16 
Try v Sale (H) in Nov was 1st in PREM since Jan 2015; tries in wins v Bath (H) & Quins (H) in Jan, 100th PREM start in Feb; try in defeat v Worcester (H) in Mar; try in 200th Falcons game v Bath (A) in March; 5 PREM tries; only PREM game missed v Exeter (A) in Mar
2014/15
17 PREM games (15 starts) - Try in LV v Cardiff Blues (H) in Nov; yellow cards v Bucharest & Stade Francais; tries v L Welsh (1) & Bucharest (2) in Jan; 100th PREM game
2013/14
Spent the best part of a decade at hooker before converting to prop in 2013; Played in first 18 PREM games of season before missing Apr & returning for one game in May; agreed new contract
Club Career 
171 previous PREM games (140 starts, 15 tries, 4 YC) – all for New
40 previous Chall Cup games (7 tries) – all for New (not played in Champs Cup)
Product of the Newcastle Academy
Led the Falcons in the absence of James Hudson in 2010/11
International Career
England Saxons squad 2010 – won Churchill Cup
Miscellaneous
His wife owns a farm just outside Durham
Became a father in March 2018 (on day of Gloucester game, so had to miss it)
Age Was 36 in December (born in Barnsley, Yorks; DOB 02/12/81)


Phil VICKERY (02/09/16)
88 PREM Games for Gloucester, 28 as captain
Won 2 of his 6 PREM games for Gloucester v Leicester
Won the PREM with Wasps in 2007/08
International Career
78 caps – 73 for England - debut in 1998; 5 for the Lions in 2001 v Aus & 2009 v SA
England’s second most capped prop (behind Jason Leonard) - neck, shoulder, back and arm injuries prevented him possibly notching a century
Member of 2003 World Cup-winning team (played in every game)
Appointed England captain by Brian Ashton in Jan 2007, led England to 2007 World Cup final 
Club Playing Career
119 PREM games (3 tries) – 3 in 88 for Gloucester (28 as capt), 0 in 31 for Wasps (7 as capt)
Retired from rugby on medical advice in Oct 2010 - his last match was as Wasps skipper v Gloucester at Kingsholm (lost on both his matches at Kingsholm as an opposition player) 
Joined Wasps in 2006 after Dean Ryan released him – won 2007 Heineken Cup and 2008 PREM
Runner-up in 2003 PREM final
Recruited by Gloucester in 1995 (just as the game was turning Pro)
Club Coaching Career
In Dec 2011 he was confirmed as a coaching consultant for National One side Cinderford in Gloucestershire
Spent 2012/13 as Worcester Warriors scrum coach, left in May 2013
Miscellaneous
Nickname `Raging Bull` is also his clothing brand; parents are Cornish & he grew up there 
Won 2011 Celebrity Masterchef
Became a “Deputy Lieutenant of Gloucestershire” in 2015 - an unpaid, voluntary role. Deputies support events and carry out duties across the county
Age Will be 41 in March (Born in Barnstaple, Devon; DOB 14/03/76)

Tim VISSER (06/10/18) ex Harlequins, retired May 2019
Biog 1
Match-winning try v Saracens here last December
Biog 2
14 tries in his last 19 games here
Biog 3
3 tries in 8 previous PREM games v Saracens
Commentary Notes
109 tries in club rugby (all comps) + 14 for Scotland…but none since early March
Last Season
Seasonal debut v Nor (A) in Rd 5; 2T v Sal (H) in Oct; try v Wor (H) in AW in Nov; try v Sar (H) in Dec; agreed new contract; try v Was (H) in Feb
2016/17
Try v Sar (H) in Sep; 2 tries v Stade (H) & 1T v Wor (H) in Oct; try v Bat (H) in Nov; tries v New (A) & Tim (H) in Dec; YC (pro foul) v Bri (A) & try v Bth (A) in Feb; try v Glo (A) in Mar; try v Exe (H) & Was (H) in Apr; 8 tries in 9 games at The Stoop; 37 BREAKS– 2ND MOST IN PREM - Only Wade (39) made more, but on field for 500 more mins than Visser!
2015/16
3 tries v Lir (H) & hamstring injury v Glo (Twickenham) in Dec –out for 7 wks; inj v Sar (Wemb) in Apr
2014/15 (for Edinburgh)
5 PRO12 tries, Chall Cup try v Lyon in Jan, played in Chall Cup final defeat v Glo at The Stoop
Club Career
80 prev PREM games (64 starts, 32 tries) – 25 in 46 (44 starts) Har, 7 in 34 (20 starts) New
64 prev EPCR games (19 tries) – 4 in 14 Har, 10 in 32 Edi, 5 in 18 New
99 prev PRO12 games (58 tries, 290 pts, 1YC) – all Edi
Member of Edinburgh side that reached the Champions Cup semi-finals in 2012
Named in Magners League/PRO 12 dream team for 3 successive seasons (2009/10, 2010/11, 2011/12)
Signed for Edinburgh by Andy Robinson in 2009
Played for Newcastle for 3 seasons (2006-09), and also spent time on loan with Northampton Saints
International Career
33 Scotland caps (30 starts, 14 tries) - debut v Fji (Lautoka) Jun 2012, last cap v Fji (A) Jun 2017
Dutch-born, qualified for Scotland via residency
Try in win v Ita in Singapore in Jun 2017
2015 RWC try v USA at Elland Road; only other World Cup game was v Rsa at St James’ Park
Try v USA in Jun 2014 was first for Scotland in over a year
2 tries on Test debut v Fji and also v Nzl in Nov 2012
Age Was 31 in May (born in Zeewolde in heart of Netherlands; DOB 29/05/87)

Hugh VYVYAN (12/05/12) ex Saracens
Biog 1
2nd ON THE ALL-TIME PREM APPEARANCE LIST
Biog 2
EIGHT SEASONS WITH SARACENS
Commentary Notes
This would be his 245th PREM game – only George Chuter has played more.. Edged ahead of Simon Shaw last season but sporadic appearances and Chuter’s consistency has seen the mantle passed on
Started the 2010 PREM final, came on as a sub in last season’s climax
Played Leicester a record 26 times in the PREM before tonight 
Nine yellow cards in his long PREM career
This would be Saracens game No. 192 in all comps - he has appeared in every PREM season apart from the first one (PREM debut – for Newcastle v Saints – Nov 1998)
Rumours of retirement at end of last season were scotched by agreeing a new contract, which allows him to pursue “commercial interests”….
Brother Charlie played for Sale in the PREM
Hugh will be 36 in September 

Christian WADE (22/09/18) – left Wasps in Oct 2018 to pursue career in American Football
Biog 1
Won only England cap in 2013 v Argentina
Biog 2
26 tries across his last 38 PREM games
Biog 3
5 tries in 11 previous PREM games v Sale
Commentary Notes;
Records 
JOINT-RECORD 17 IN A PREM SEASON (2016/17)
82 PREM TRIES FOR WASPS (CLUB SAY HE SCORED 98 IN ALL GAMES FOR THEM)
29 IN 40 PREM GAMES AT RICOH (also record for Was player at 1 ground)
19 TRIES IN 24 PREM GAMES IN 2016 (MOST IN A CALENDAR YEAR, bt Balshaw’s 16 in 2000) 
5 PREM HAT-TRICKS & WAS REC TRIES IN 5 CONSEC PREM GAMES (Feb-Apr 2017) (= with Varndell) 
Last Season 
15 tries in all comps (13 in PREM); Jt-1st clean breaks (37) & 2nd most Def Btn (82)
2016/17 
1T v Leic (A) & 2T v Bri (H) in Sep; 1T v Har (H) in Oct; 3T (5th PREM HT) v Bth (H) & 1T v New (A) in Dec; YC v Tls (H), 1T v Zeb (A) 1st Eur for 14 mths; 1T v Glo (H) in Feb; 2T v Wor (H) in Mar - 17 PREM season (= Chapman record); 5/5 PREM =Was rec (Feb-Apr); 81 Def B (1st); 39 breaks (1st), 1246m (4th); Wasps’ top carrier (193): 12T in 12 PREM games at Ricoh; 2nd PREM PO & 1st PREM final
2015/16 
7T at Ricoh in PREM 7s (rec for a rd); Try v Glo (H) in Nov; try v Lein (A) in Nov; foot inj out for Dec & Jan, tries in 4 str games in Feb; equ PREM rec 6T v Wor in Apr; 12T (2nd to Waldrom)
2014/15
1st game for 9 mths in LDH (2T); missed win v Nor due to minor car accident in Sep; tries v Sal & Lein in Oct; 3T v Lwe in Nov, 1T v Glo in Dec, 1T for Sax v W’hounds in Jan; 1T v Sar & 3T v Nor in Mar
2013/14
Suffered season-ending ankle injury v Lir in Oct 2013
Club Career
128 previous PREM games (125 starts – rec for Was wing, Was rec 82 tries) – all Was
30 previous EPCR games (27 starts, 16 tries) – all Was
16th man to 50 PREM tries & quickest in terms of games played - 78 (Hanley 79 & Varndell 84)
1st PREM Try was at Sandy Park in final game of 2010/11 – just his 2nd PREM appearance
International Career
1 England cap (0 tries) v Argentina in Salta, Jun 2013, then called up by Lions – didn’t play in Tests
Saxons v Irish WH in 2013 & 2015 (try) & Eng v SA Baabaas Nth & Sth in Jun 2012 (3T v Sth)
Eng U20 - 7 tries in 2011 JWC (joint top try scorer) inc. 2 in final defeat by NZ; also England 7s
Awards
Unique double at 2012/13 RPA awards, winning both the players' player and young player gongs
Age Was 27 in May (born in Slough, Berks; DOB 15/05/91)

Dom WALDOUCK (06/01/17) ex Newcastle, retired Jul 2020 to become Gloucester defence coach
Biog 1
Hasn’t missed a PREM game since joining Falcons
Biog 2
Signed from Ohio Aviators Last Season
Biog 3
Yellow card in win v Lyon here last month 
Commentary Notes
10th start of the season in all comps 
Won Champions Cup with Wasps in 2007 & PREM in 2008, playing in both finals
Scored 1st PREM try for 4 ½ years since Feb 2012 v Gloucester in September
Biog 1 – Best injury-free run for many seasons; still only 29yo….one of most frequently injured players 
Last Season
Try v Gloucester (A) in Sep was 1st in PREM since effort for Wasps v Sale in Feb 2012; played in every PREM game (8th start today)
2016/17 (for L Irish & Ohio Aviators)
Only start in Chall Cup v Agen (A) in Jan, try v Grenoble (H) in Jan; 2 PREM repl apps; spent summer playing for Ohio Aviators in the new US Pro League
2014/15 (for Northampton)
Started all 5 LV games but only PREM start was v Leicester (A) in May (4 PREM repl apps)
2013/14 (for Northampton)
Returned from 7 months out as a sub v Saracens in Oct, led Saints in LV= Cup, out for a month in Dec, 2 months Feb-Apr, out for the season after 1 game return; 100th PREM appearance
Injury Woes
“poster-lateral disc bulge” (caused arm weakness) out for 2 mths in 2010/11, snapped Achilles Apr 2011 (6 mths); ripped hamstring Feb 2013 (7 mths), knee in Feb 2014 (2 mths) & Apr 2014 (4 mths) 
Club Career
119 prev PREM apps (94 starts, 12 tries) – 1 in 12 for New, 0 in 2 for LI, 0 in 28 for Nor, 11 in 77 for Was
43 prev EPCR apps
Moved to Newcastle in Aug 2016
Signed for London Irish in 2015, moving to new US club Ohio Aviators in 2016
Joined Northampton in 2012
Went off injured in Wasps’ defeat v Saints in Mar 2012 – only played twice more for Wasps
Sent to the sin-bin in Wasps’ defeat v Bath in Apr 2012; that was his first PREM yellow (76th game)
Played in the 2007 Champions Cup and 2008 PREM final triumphs (both v Leicester)
International Career
England Saxons; Eng tour to Australia 201 & only uncapped back in EPS squad in Jul 2010
Miscellaneous
Admirer of All Black centre Conrad Smith – who was first capped at age of 28 after injury problems….
Played football for Fulham Academy, cricket for SE England U16 and represented Middx at athletics
Age Will be 30 in March (born in Hammersmith, London; DOB 26/03/87)


Paddy WALLACE (11/12/15)
Played 54 times in the Champions Cup for Ulster
Played at centre in 2012 Champions Cup final for Ulster
Won Six Nations Grand Slam with Ireland in 2009
Club Career
54 EPCR games (all in the Champions Cup, 7 tries, 101 pts) – all for Ulster
131 PRO12/Celtic League games (19 tries, 310 pts) – all for Ulster
Played at centre in 202 Champions Cup final defeat v Leinster at Twickenham
Ulster debut 2001, played at full back, centre & fly half for the province
International Career
30 Ireland caps (2 tries, 53 pts) - debut as a repl v South Africa in Nov 2006, last cap v NZ (Jun 2012)
4 Tests, 3 of them alongside Brian O’Driscoll at centre,  in 2009 Grand Slam triumph
try v NZ on tour in 2008
Scored 26 points in first start fort Ireland (v Pacific Islanders in 2006) 
Replaced injured Jonny Bell in 2003 World Cup squad, but didn’t play, ^ only had a repl appearance v Namibia in 2007
Ex-Ireland U19, won 1999 U19 World Championship, & Ireland A
Age Was 36 in August (born in Belfast; DOB 27/08/79)


Alex WALLER (08/06/24) final game for Northampton, retired Jun 2024
Biog 1
PREM TITLE-WINNING TRY V SARACENS IN 2014
Biog 2
273RD & FINAL PREM APPEARANCE
Biog 3
378TH & FINAL FIRST TEAM GAME FOR NORTHAMPTON
Commentary Notes
3RD PREM FINAL
Biog 2 – PREM Record for any forward (took Steve Borthwick’s record), 4th on all-time list 
Biog 3 - Club record apps in the pro era
Saints record 28 East Midlands derbies (only Ben Youngs, 29, has more across both clubs), Waller moved ahead of Alf Chalmers (1898-1911) & Tom Harris (1924-37) on Saints list last Nov
Broke arm v Newcastle in Dec 2017 while extending astonishing PREM record to 148 consecutive PREM games (only man to do a ton in a row) between Sep 2011 & Dec 2017!!!
PREM CAPTAINCY RECORD: PL 35 W 19 L 16 (only Hartley, Reihana & Dowson, 44, led Nor more)
42 consec Cmps Cup games from Jan 2011 until rested for Mon (A) Jan 2017 
This Season 
8th PREM PO 
Last Season 
Try v Har (H) Jan, try v Glo (H) Feb, New deal, 7th PREM PO, May, only 2nd start
2021/22 
Try v Leic (H) Oct, try & broke PREM rec for apps by prop v Was (H) Mar, 6th PREM PO (5th as repl)
2020/21 
New contract; broke Nor PREM apps rec v Bri (H) Mar
2019/20 
YC v Lein (H) Dec, Out for 9 mths from Feb (achilles)
2018/19 
Co-Captain (skipper in PREM Cup final win); 45 PREM pens (most, 16 more than anyone else)
2017/18 
broke arm v New (H) in Dec – out for 4 mths
2016/17
YC v Sar (A) in Sep; 200th Saints 1st Team app Dec; try v Was (A) Apr; started all bar 2 PREM/EPCR 
2015/16
Try v Sca in Nov; 1st to make 100 straight PREM apps in Dec v Bth (A). only PREM try v Lir (H) in Feb
2014/15
Try v New (A) Sep, Try v Ben (A) & Leic (H) Dec; Broke Alex Brown’s rec 87 str PREM games v Glo Mar
2013/14
Started 18 PREM games; title-winning try in 2nd PREM final (repl) – first FR to score in a PREM final
Club Career
272 previous PREM games (161 sts, 19 tries, 9 YC) - all Nor
62 previous Champions Cup games (36 sts, 5 tries, 1 YC) – all Nor
11 previous Challenge Cup games (8 sts, 0 tries) – all Nor 
2 previous Champions Cup Play-off games (2 sts, 0 tries) – all Nor 
Named in every match-day squad from Feb 2011-Nov 2013 - 79 straight games in all comps
1st PREM start midweek game at Kingsholm in Apr 2011 when big guns rested (scored try)
Loaned to Cambridge in Nat Lge 1 in 2010/11; Played v Barking & week later repl in the Cmps Cup
Made 1st Northampton start against Dragons in the AW Cup in Jan 2011; repl in 2011 EC final 
International Career
Uncapped (England Saxons – debut v Irish Wolfhounds Jan 2014) 
Age Was 34 in February (born in Kettering, Northants; DOB 14/02/90)

Ethan WALLER (15/12/23) ex-Northampton, retired Jun 2024
Biog 1
24th CHAMPIONS CUP APPEARANCE
Biog 2
TRY IN PREM CUP WIN v BATH IN SEPTEMBER
Biog 3
PRODUCT OF NORTHAMPTON ACADEMY
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – But only his 5th start in the competition
ONLY 1 PREM START LAST SEASON v Bristol last March… Big Brother to blame for that!; Munster in December 2022 was 1st HCC tie since 2017
Last Season 
1 PREM start, 1st PREM semi-final 
2020/21 (for Worcester)
Elected RPA chairman, YC v Osp (A) Dec, try v Bth (A) Mar
2019/20 (for Worcester)
RC v Dra (A) Dec striking Corey Hill with shoulder – banned 3 wks; new contract
2018/19 (for Worcester)
Try v Was (H,PRC) Feb
2017/18 (for Worcester)
Try v Bve (H) in 1st start for Wor in Oct; played in every PREM game
2016/17 
15 PREM apps (all as a repl); Pre-season toe inj (out Sep); Started all 4 AW games & 2 in Cmps Cup
2015/16 
Appeared in every game until end of March – only 3 starts though 
2014/15 
Only starts in both AW Nov, 4 repl PREM apps & 3 in Cmps Cup; 1st Cmps Cup start v Ben (H) Dec
2013/14 
First try for Nor was in AW Cup v Lir in Nov; only missed one game (repl or started) from mid-Oct to end of season…another Waller workhorse….Scored 1st PREM try v Leic & made 1st PREM start v Glos in Mar; MoM v Sal (A) in Challenge Cup QF in Apr
Club Career
163 previous PREM games (64 sts, 3 tries, 2YC) – 2 in 75 Nor, 1 in 88 (64 sts) Wor
23 previous Champions Cup games (4 sts, 0 tries) – all Nor 
20 previous Challenge Cup games (14 sts, 1 try, 1YC, 1RC) – 0 in 1 Nor, 1 in 19 (1RC) Wor
Re-joined Northampton in 2022
Joined Worcester in 2017
Northampton Academy product; Promoted from the academy to first team squad 2016/17
PREM debut: v Gloucester (A) - repl
Loaned out to Moseley in 2012/13
Played in the 2011 & 2012 PREM 7s
International Career
Uncapped 
Miscellaneous
Brother of Alex Waller. 1st played together in 2011; Saints fan – went to 2011 Champions Cup final
Age Was 31 in August (born in Kettering, Northants; DOB 13/08/92)

Sam WARBURTON (12/10/18 - GUEST) 
Won Challenge Cup with Blues in 2010
2 tries in 20 Champions Cup appearances
Wales record 49 caps as captain
Notes
Club Career
70 PRO12 games (64 starts, 5 tries) – all for Cbl
20 Champions Cup games (16 starts, 2 tries) – all for Cbl
13 Challenge Cup games (11 starts, 2 tries) – all for Cbl
Forced to retire in Jul 2018 due to the legacy of chronic neck and knee injuries
Said in Nov 2015 that he planned to turn down big money offers & stay at Blues his whole career
Was first player to sign the new WRU dual contracts 
Won EPCR Challenge Cup with Cardiff Blues in 2010
Product of the Cardiff Blues academy
International Career
79 caps
74 Wales caps (25 pts, 5 tries) - debut v USA, Chicago, Jun 2009, last cap v Fra (A) Mar 2017
5 Lions caps v Australia in 2013 (2) & NZL in 2017 (3)
Wales record 49 caps as captain (W23 D1 L25)
18 Six Nations games as captain, equalled Arthur Gould’s Wales Championship record
Made RWC record 7 starts alongside Lydiate & Faletau as a back row unit
Only outing in the RWC warm-ups was v Italy on 5 Sep
Try in win v Italy in Rome in final 2015 Six Nations game
Yellow card v Ireland in Cardiff in March (1st of his Test career)
Lions captain in 2013 & 2017, missed final Test in 2013 w/hamstring injury (AW Jones deputised), led Lions in all 3 Test in drawn series v Nzl in 2017
2012 Grand Slam & retained title the following year
Sent off after 18 mins of 2011 World Cup SF v France, had scored a try v Fiji in the Pool stage
Only Welsh player to be sent off in a Test in professional era
Became Wales’ 2nd youngest captain after Gareth Edwards in June 2011
First Test try came v Italy in 2011
Broke record for most Tests as Wales skipper v Ireland in 2015 6N & was named MoM
Played 16 successive games in the Six Nations until missing out vs Italy in round 5 last year
World Cup Record
11 appearances (5 pts, 1 try) across 2 tournaments (2011 & 2015)
Miscellaneous
Went to school with Gareth Bale
English parents
Age WAS 30 LAST FRIDAY (born in Cardiff, DOB 05/10/88)

Dan WARD-SMITH (21/11/10) – ex Wasps
Biog 1
NAMED IN ENGLAND SAXONS SQUAD IN JULY 
Biog 2
PLAYED IN EVERY PREM MATCH THIS SEASON
Commentary Notes
Comes from Palmerston North, NZ
Appeared in all bar one PREM match since joining Wasps (either as No.8 or lock). The only game he has missed was Leeds at home (Nov 1 2009)



Paul WARWICK (07/02/14) ex Worcester, retired May 2014 due to neck injury
Biog 1
HEINEKEN CUP & 2 LEAGUE TITLES WITH MUNSTER
Biog 2
FIRST TRY FOR WORCESTER v BIARRITZ IN DECEMBER 
Commentary Notes
This Season
PREM debut v Exeter as a sub in Oct 2013, first PREM start v Bath at Sixways in Nov
First Worcester try in defeat at Biarritz in Dec
Club Career
Joined Worcester this season; from Stade Francais this season after two Top 14 campaigns in Paris
Won 2008 Heineken Cup, 2009 & 2011 Magners League titles during four seasons with Munster
International Career
Uncapped Australian, has played for the Barbarians
Age Was 33 last month

Matthew J WATKINS (Died 07/03/20)
Was 41…born in Newport
18 Wales caps at centre (2003-06)
Played in 2006 England v Wales at Twickenham…Gareth Thomas was skipper, Shane Williams played. Stephen Jones was fly-half and Martyn Williams in the Wales back row. 
Mike Phillips didn’t play in that game but did play with Matthew during his international career
Played in ALUN WYN JONES’ Test debut  in Argentina in 2006. Matthew’s final cap was in the second Test of that series
Played for Scarlets, Dragons and Gloucester

Anthony WATSON (01/12/24) ex-Leicester, final pro game, retired due to back inj Jan 2025
Biog 1
56 ENGLAND CAPS, 5 BRITISH & IRISH LIONS TESTS
Biog 2
TRY IN 100TH PREM START IN OCTOBER
Biog 3
MADE 1ST APPEARANCE FOR 9 MONTHS IN ROUND 2
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Latest in Aug 2023 v Ire (Dbl) when RFU contracted player (had left Leicester at that point
Biog 2 – v Newcastle
Biog 3 – Achilles; Try v Exe (A) in last game Dec 2023; 1st home game for 17 mths (Exe Apr 2023)
CMPS CUP CAPTAINCY RECORD (For Bath): PL 1 W 0, L 1
Last Season
Re-joined Leicester Dec, only 2 apps before inj over Xmas – out for season 
2022/23
Leic debut (1st app in 12 mths) v Sar (A) & 1st Leic try on 100th PREM app v Har (A) in Oct, try v Osp (A) & 2T v Glo (H) Dec, try v Bri (H) Mar, try v Lein (Aviva) Apr
2021/22 (for Bath)
9th & final season for Bath; ACL rupture v Sar (H) Oct – out for season
2020/21 (for Bath)
Try v Lir (A) in Mar, 2 Eng games in ANC, 5 games in 6N; only 4 starts on wing for Bth, 8 at FB
2019/20 (for Bath)
1st as Bth capt v Har (H) Cmps Cup Jan, 2nd PREM PO
2018/19 (for Bath)
Ruptured achilles (for 2nd time in 5 mths) in Aug – out 8 mths; Try & 8 DB v Sal (H) Dec
2017/18 (for Bath)
Try v Exe (A), try v Tln (A) & 2T v Tln (H) in Dec; try v Wor (A) & Ben (A) in Jan; rup ach Mar – out
2016/17 (for Bath)
Try v Wor (H) in Sep; try v Glo (A) & broke jaw with Eng in Oct - out for 13 wks; out in Feb (h’string)
2015/16 (for Bath)
Try v Leic in Nov; try v Was (A, Cmps Cup); sent off v Sar (H) in Apr (tip tackle)
2014/15 (for Bath)
Try v Sal & Exe; YC v Lein (A) QF & try v New (A) Apr, try v Glo (H) May; 1st PREM PO, 1st PREM final
Club Career
114 prev PREM (102 sts, 28 tries, 2YC, 1RC) – 6 in 17 Lei, 22 in 89 (82 s, 2YC, 1RC) Bth, 0 in 8 (4 sts) Li
26 prev Champions Cup games (26 sts, 8T, 1 capt, 1YC) – 2 in 4 Leic, 6 in 22 (22 sts, 1 capt, 1YC) Bth
19 prev Challenge Cup games (15 sts, 7T) – 4 in 13 (11 sts) Bth, 3 in 6 (4 sts) Lir
Released after 1 season by Tigers but re-joined Leicester Dec 2023
Signed for Leicester in 2022 after 9 years with Bath
Youngest (16) London Irish player in `A league` in 2010/11, 2T v M-de-M in Chall Cup debut 12/13
International Career
61 caps (OVERALL TEST CAREER)
56 England caps (51 sts, 23 tries) – debut v Nzl (Tw) Nov 2014 (repl), last v Ire (Dbl) Aug 2023
5 Lions caps (5 sts, 0 tries) – debut v Nzl (Auckland) Jun 2017, last cap v RSA (C Town) Jul 2021
1st FB start for Eng in Nov 2017; Started all 3 Lions Tests v Nzl in 2017, 4T in 2021 6N.
Try v Ire, Wal & Fra in 2016 Grand Slam & Wal (H) May – 4 str games; started all 3 Tests in 3-0 v Aus in Jun 2016; 1st Eng try v Wal (A) Feb 2015; Ex-Eng U18 & U20 (won JWC in 2013)
Miscellaneous
Brother of Marcus Watson & Callum Watson (Ex-England U17 SH); Had trials for Chelsea 
Age Will be 31 in February (born in Ashford, Middx; DOB 26/02/94)


Luke WATSON (31/03/11) ex Bath, left for SA 2011; joined Southern Kings in 2013, retired in 2013
Biog 1
10 SOUTH AFRICA CAPS, LAST v AUSTRALIA 2008
Biog 2
JOINS EASTERN PROVINCE AT END OF THE SEASON
Commentary Notes
6th straight game – his best run since early season
2 tries in man of the match display v Aironi in January
Blamed by John Smit for “destroying morale” during disappointing 2008 Tri-Nations campaign. Later that year came the “vomit on shirt” speech.
Captained SA Schools
Dad – former Eastern Province centre and anti-apartheid campaigner Dan “Cheeky” Watson

Dan WAY (17/04/15) ex Dragons, retired 2015
Biog 1
ON BENCH IN QUARTER-FINAL v BLUES
Biog 2
FORMER PONTYPOOL & EBBW VALE PROP
Commentary Notes
Yet to score a career try
This season
16 Pro12 apps (9 as replacement)
6 Challenge Cup games
Club career
73 previous PRO12 games (0 tries) – all for Dragons
19 previous EPCR games (9 as sub, 0 tries) – all for Dragons 
Has made over 70 Pro12 apps for the club
Made debut for Dragons v Gloucester in Nov 2010
Previously played for Pontypool and Ebbw Vale
Age Was 28 earlier this month (born in Swindon, Eng; DOB 05/04/87)

Rob WEBBER (28/02/20) – ex Sale, retired Jun 2020
Biog 1
Man of the match v Leicester last Friday
Biog 2
Retires at the end of the season
Biog 3
211th PREM appearance
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – 22/22 lineout throws v Tigers
Biog 3 – Only George Chuter (262) & Chris Fortey (219) have more PREM apps as a hooker; Webber is neck and neck on PREM appearances with old club-mate Danny Cipriani
Last Season
Try v Leic (A) Sep, try v Per (A) Oct, try v Leic (A,PRC) Nov, try v Bor (H) & Glo (A) Dec; new contract until 2021 in Feb; try v Was (A) Feb; 7 tries – best ever season – only missed 3 games (all comps)
2017/18
Only PREM game missed New (H) in Sep; Try v Har (A) in Oct
2016/17
Broke arm in debut in Sep v New (out for 2 mths); YC v Sar (H) in Champs Cup in Dec; Made 150th PREM appearance
2015/16 (for Bath)
Played v Fji, Wal & Aus (all repl) in World Cup, left out of 6N squad; agreed to join Sal
2014/15 (for Bath)
Tls (H) in Oct was 1st start in top tier of Europe for 3 years; started for Eng v Sam; agreed a new contract; Saxons v Irish W (Cork) in Jan; 1st PREM final; missed just 3 games
2013/14 (for Bath)
Tries v Lir & Nor; YC at Sar in Sep (scapegoat, repeated offences as a team); 2T in Chall Cup SF v Was
Club Career
210 prev PREM games (162 sts, 16T, 8YC) – 8T in 68 (2YC) Sal, 5T in 61 Bth (1YC), 3T in 80 (5YC) Was
57 prev Euro games (5T,1YC) – 3T in 20 (1YC) for Sal, 2T in 16 Bth, 0T in 19 Was, 0T in 2 Lee
Signed for Sale in 2016
Joined Bath in 2012, try on PREM debut for Bth v Wor (A) Feb 2013, led Bth to loss v Nor (A) Feb 2013
Champions Cup debut for Wasps v Munster in 2008
Six campaigns at Wasps (80 PREM games) – played one season there as a flanker (2007/08)
Ex-Leeds (didn’t play in the PREM for them)
Began playing in the minis at Pocklington RFC in East Yorkshire
International Career
16 England caps (1 try) – debut v Italy (A) Feb 2012, last cap v Aus (H) Oct 2015
3 games in 2015 World Cup
2 starts v NZ in Jun 2014 & v Samoa in Nov 2014
Picked as starting hooker in both Tests v Argentina in Jun 2013, first try for England came in 2nd Test 
First 3 caps all won as a sub in 2012 6N; Played v NZ Maori in Jul 2010
Injury Woes
2 shoulder ops in 2012 - out for 10 mths (Mar 2012-Jan 2013) - tore shoulder muscle v Fra in Paris)
Miscellaneous
Studying for a degree in “leadership and management”; Enjoys clay pigeon shooting; Former Yorkshire Schools Javelin champion; says “learned so much” playing with Lawrence Dallaglio
Age Will be 34 in August (born in York; DOB 01/08/86)

Will WELCH (28/09/22) inj, ex Newcastle, retired Jun 2023
Biog 1
15th season with the Falcons
Biog 2
Try in win v Bristol here in October 2016
Biog 3
Missed the first 4 months of 2020/21
Commentary Notes
Missed last week’s defeat at Worcester due to illness
PREM CAPTAINCY RECORD – PL112 W33 L76 D3 – lost more games than any other PREM skipper 
Only Dallaglio, Borthwick & Johnson have been captain in the PREM more often
Biog 3 – Concussion, ankle & calf issues
2020/21 
1st app v Was (H) Mar, inj in pre-season, try v Leic (A) Mar
2018/19 
Try v Sal (A) Oct
2017/.18
try v Lir (H) & Exe (A) in consec PREM games in Sep/Oct; YC v Sal (H) in Apr then out for season
2016/17
Try on 100th PREM start v Bristol in Oct; YC v Wasps (A) in Oct; Returned from fractured cheekbone suffered v Exeter on Nov 18th & made 1st app for 6 weeks v Was
2015/16
Overtook Phil Dowson as Newcastle’s most experienced captain in the PREM with 38th v Saracens in Dec; 100th PREM game in Feb; 7 PREM starts at blindside (last in early March)
2014/15
17 PREM games (all starts) – 3 tries
Ruled out Mid Oct-mid Dec, tries v L Welsh & Dragons in Jan, v L Irish (LV) & Exeter in Feb
2013/14
1st career PREM try v Wasps in Dec 2013
Club Career
181 previous PREM games (163 starts, 9 tries, 4YC) – all New 
0 previous Champions Cup games 
29 previous Challenge Cup games (2 tries, 1YC) – all New
Led Falcons to 2012/13 Championship title
Only PREM game he missed in 2011/12 relegation season (started or on as a sub) was Oct 2011 trip to Saracens – appeared in all bar three in 2010/11
International Career
Uncapped
Played for England U18 in 2008, in same pack as Joe Marler, & joined him in England U20  in 2010 Miscellaneous
Grandfather, Rex Skelton, played over 100 games for Leicester
Age Will be 33 in April (born in Newcastle; DOB 03/04/90)

Ben WHITE (30/10/16) ex Exeter, joined Cardiff Blues Jul 2017, retired 2018
Biog 1
Try in defeat v Bath here in February 2014
Biog 2
1st PREM app for 9 months 4 weeks ago
Biog 3
6th season with the Chiefs
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Match played at Sandy Park
This Season
Only game, repl v Saints (A) at end of Sep, was 1st PREM app for 9 months
Last Season
Only 4 apps (2 PREM, 2 Champs Cup), didn’t appear for Chiefs after mid-Jan; loaned to Dragons in Feb (made 3 PRO12 apps)
2014/15
1 try in 4 EPCR games – try v Connacht
4 tries in 15 PREM games – tries v Glos, Quins, Newc & Sale (2 YC)
Signed 2-year deal in Jan 2015 that keeps him at the club UNTIL 2017
2013/14
6 tries in 19 PREM apps
2 tries in 5 Heineken Cup games
Scored more than twice as many tries last season as he had in any previous season
Club Career
65 previous PREM games (12 tries) – all for Exeter
20 previous EPCR games (4 tries) – all for Exeter 
3 previous PRO12 games (0 tries, 1 YC) – all for Dragons
5 tries in 6 games in Autumn 2013
Autumn 2012 tries v Leicester and Harlequins (was ruled out for two months after the Quins game with a knee injury)
Joined Exeter in 2011 from Cardiff Blues on a two-year deal; had joined the Blues in September 2006 after a spell with the Brumbies (never played in Super Rugby for Brumbies, though)
Made 50 apps for Cardiff
International Career
Australia Schools
Miscellaneous
Holds a British passport – England qualified
Attended school that also produced Matt Giteau & George Gregan
Age Will be 33 next month (born in Gosford, NSW; DOB 23/11/83)

Julian WHITE (27/12/11) ex Leicester, retired 2012
Biog 1
55 CAPS, 51 FOR ENGLAND & 4 FOR THE LIONS 
Biog 2
38-YEAR-OLD PROP, 13th PREM SEASON
Commentary Notes
Played in five successive PREM finals for Leicester (2005-09) – won 2, lost 3
This would be his 161st PREM game (98th for Leicester)
Half his 6 PREM tries were scored for Saracens (in just 2 seasons) – left in 2001.
Last PREM try: v Bristol (April 2009)
5 red cards (inc. 2 v Leicester) & 7 yellows in his PREM career
Will be 39 in May 


Chris WHITEHEAD (13/09/14)
Former Exeter Chiefs hooker, retired in March due to a neck injury
Scored a try in Exeter’s LV= Cup final triumph here in March
Came on as a replacement for Exeter v Leicester Tigers here a year ago
Last Season
Only PREM start was at Gloucester in Oct – final appearance in Pro rugby was in the LV= Cup final victory at Sandy Park
Club Career
Missed 3 months mid-season in 2012/13 with a fateful neck injury
Yellow card v Saracens in September 2012
Started the first five games in 2011/12 but lost his place after a home defeat by Saracens and was then out of the picture for two months
His first PREM start for Exeter was v Leicester at Sandy Park in January 2011
Much travelled… his other clubs were London Welsh (loan), Coventry, Bedford & Leicester Tigers
Age Was 28 in May

Ian WHITTEN (04/03/23) ex Exeter, retired Jun 2023
Biog 1
Only 3rd start since November (all comps)
Biog 2
Yellow card v Harlequins last September
Biog 3
203rd PREM appearance
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 – 1 of 7 career PREM yellow cards, an Exeter club record he would rather not have!
Biog 3 – Only Ben Moon (208) more in PREM for Exeter; Whitten only man to start over 150 PREM games for Exeter, 164th today, 11th PREM season
Record 51 Champions Cup apps for Exeter
Last Season
YC v Glo (H) Dec; passed 100 PREM starts at centre; Missed 2 games Mar (ankle)
2020/21
contract ext Jul, 1st Cmps Cup Final, unused repl in PREM final, 26 STARTS (22 CENTRE, 4 WING)
2018/19
7th season with Exe; try v Leic (H) R1 in 100th PREM start; try v Har (A) Nov
2017/18
Try v Mon (A) Oct & PREM try v Sar Nov; Aviva Stadium debut v Lein Dec; wing v Mon (H), try v Gla (A) & wing v Nor (H) Feb; out for mth at end of season (broken hand) 3rd PREM PO, 3rd PREM final
2016/17
YC v Bri (A) Sep; 2T v Glo (H) Oct; try v Wor (H) Nov; try 3 str PREM Apr/May; 2nd PREM PO & final
2015/16
Only game missed Bor (A) Jan; try v Bor (H), try v Wor (A), 1st PREM PO (try) & final
2014/15
Wing in 1st 3 games, deployed as centre then until Feb; appeared in 21 of the 22 PREM games
2013/14
Equalled Matt Jess’ Exe PREM rec (set 2012) of try in 4 straight matches during Feb and Mar 2014
Club Career
202 previous PREM games (164 starts – 132 CEN, 32 WG; 25 tries, 7YC) – all Exe
60 previous Champions Cup games (42 sts, 5 tries, 1YC) – 5 in 51 (1YC) Exe, 0 in 9 (3 sts) Uls
8 previous Challenge Cup games (7 starts, 0 tries) – all Exe
56 previous PRO12 games (38 starts, 7 tries) – all Uls
Signed for Exeter on a two-year deal from Ulster in 2012 
Joined Ulster Academy in 2007, 65 apps for Uls inc 4 Cmps Cup campaigns; played against Leicester in the Heineken in January 2012 – didn’t feature in the KO stages as Ulster marched to the final
International Career
2 Ireland caps (2 tries) – both won on tour in North America in 2009
Ex-Ireland U18, U19
Miscellaneous
Became a Dad for 1st time in Nov 2016
Age Will be 36 in June (born in Lisburn, N Ire; DOB 05/06/87)

Richard WIGGLESWORTH (17/12/22) final game…retired on 19/12/222 to become Leicester’s Interim Head Coach
Biog 1
THREE-TIME CHAMPIONS CUP WINNER
Biog 2
99th CHAMPIONS CUP APPEARANCE
Biog 3
TRY ON LEICESTER DEBUT IN 2020
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 – Also made 17 in the Challenge Cup!
Along with Alex Goode, record 8 PREM finals and only man to win with 3 different clubs. Pete Richards only other player to appear in finals for 3 different sides
CAPTAINCY RECORD: 3 Leic (Wor & Was Feb 2021, Sal Jan 2022), 3 Sar (New Apr 2014, R92 Apr 2015, Exe May 2015)
Last Season 
YC v Nor (A) Oct, 8th PREM Final (rec 7th win & oldest finalist)
2020/21 
Try on Leic debut v Glo (H) Nov, oldest ever Leic BACK
2019/20 
11th & FINAL SEASON WITH SARACENS; short-term deal in Jun but leaving end of season
2018/19 
Broke Borthwick PREM apps rec v Glo (H) R4; missed 2 games in Dec (groin); try v Leic (H) Feb; new deal; 4th Cmps Cup Final (W3 L1); =Rec 10th PREM PO (9 Sar, 1 Sal, W9 L3), 7th PREM Final
2017/18 
Try v Nor (Tw) R1; 250th PREM app in Oct v Lir (H): Rec 255th PREM app for back v Was (A) Jan; 9th PREM PO (8 Sar, 1 Sal, W6 L3), =rec; 6th PREM Fin (rec 5th win)
2016/17
Try v Har (A) in Sep; YC v Exe (A) in Sep; Only PREM & Euro game missed Leic (A) NY Day; MoM v Exe (H) Jan; 6 try assists (top of Sar list) and 12 kicks from hand per game; 8th PREM PO; Dream Team
2015/16
Try in win v Oyo (A) Dec, left out of Eng squad, MoM v Exe (A) in Feb; 7th PREM semi; 5th PREM Final
2014/15
=Strettle fast PREM hat-trick (time) repl v Lwe (H) Dec, btn by Ashton May
2013/14
13 PREM starts & 9 as repl; Leic (A) in May 1st PREM game missed since Mar 2012; 3rd PREM Final 
Club Career
Rec 322 prev PREM games (197s, 160p, 23T) – 4T in 34 Leic, 13T (80p) in 175 (104s) Sar, 6T (65 pts) in 113 (72 sts) Sal
98 prev Champions Cup games (5 tries, 36 pts) – 0 in 5 Leic, 5T (25 pts) in 69 Sar, 0T (11 pts) in 24 Sal
17 prev Challenge Cup games (3 tries, 27 pts) – 0 in 3 Leic, 3 in 14 Sal
(Record 114 games across all comps)
Won the PREM in 2006 with Sale
ACL v Exe in the AW Cup in Oct 2011 but came back at Wembley v Har in Mar 2012 (scored a try)
Joined Saracens in 2010; Scored a try in win v Leicester at Vicarage Road in Oct 2010
International Career
33 England caps (9 starts, 1 try) – debut v Ita (A, Flaminio) Feb 2008; last cap v Aus (H) Nov 2018
6 caps in 2008, 6 in 2011 & 4 in 2011 RWC (3 as repl) –Won Junior Grand Slam in 2004 
Miscellaneous
Began coaching career at Championship side Ealing in 2017/18
Age Will be 40 in June (born in Blackpool; DOB 09/06/83)

Jonny WILKINSON (May 2014) ex Toulon, retired 2014
BIOG 1
3RD TOP POINTS SCORER IN TOP 14 WITH 241
BIOG 2
EPCR PLAYER OF THE YEAR LAST SEASON
BIOG 3
ENGLAND’S RECORD POINTS SCORER WITH 1179
Commentary Notes
DOB 25/05/79
Scored six tries in 91 caps for England – kicked 239 penalties, 162 conversions and 36 drop goals
Scored 1489 points in 138 PREM appearances for Newcastle Falcons
Made his England debut v Ireland in 1998 and his last appearance in defeat to France in the 2011 World Cup semi-final
Scored 67 points in six tests for the British and Irish Lions
Was given an honorary doctorate by the University of Surrey for services to the sports industry in 2009
Lord Wandsworth College’s most famous former pupil – Peter Richards, Ugo Monye and Charlie Amesbury also went there
Won the Powergen Cup with Newcastle in 2001 and 2004 and won the PREM in his first season at the club in 1997/98
Won the Six Nations in 2000, 2001, 2003 (Grand Slam) and 2011 and the World Cup in 2003
SCORED 373 POINTS IN TOP 14 LAST SEASON


Ali WILLIAMS (Guest for Leicester v Stade Francais13/11/15)
Won Champions Cup with Toulon in 2014 and 2015 
Man of the Match in 2015 Champions Cup Final
Won 77 caps for New Zealand
Club Career
Retired in June 2015 after winning back-to-back EPCR titles with Toulon, also won Top 14 title in 2013/14 
Signed for Toulon in 2013, initially on a one-year deal
Also played on loan for Nottingham in the Championship in 2010 when he was recovering from a period out with injury
Had a spell at the Crusaders in 2007/08 before returning to the Blues until 2013
Played for the Blues in Super Rugby 2002-07
Made his debut for Auckland in the NPC in 2001
International Career
77 New Zealand caps (7 tries)
Played at the 2003, 2007 and 2011 World Cups
Miscellaneous
His parents were both born in Britain – his dad is from Kent and his mum is from Galashiels in Scotland – so, he could have played for England or Scotland
Played football, cricket and tennis for Auckland as a child
Only really began playing rugby at the age of 17
Age Will be 35 in April (born in Auckland, NZ; DOB 30/04/81)

Ben WILLIAMS (04/10/13) ex Bath, retired 2015
Biog
FIRST APPEARANCE THIS SEASON
Commentary Notes
& just his 3rd appearance of 2013
Came off the bench to score a try in win v Sale at The Rec in September 2010
Club Career
Just 7 PREM appearances last season
Only played in five PREM games in 2012; Been unlucky with injuries…a damaged shoulder kept him out for two months immediately before Xmas 2011 and then got crocked again during the Saints game on Christmas Eve 2011 - his last game of 2011/12 for Bath; Missed  5 months of 2010/11 due to injury & thus made Just 4 PREM starts that season, it was  an eventful campaign…Broken thumb and a court appearance after being charged with robbery (acquitted)
Age Was 24 in May (born in Poole, Dorset)

Tom WILLIAMS (10/01/15) ex Quins, retired 2015
Biog 1
TRY IN 2012 PREM FINAL WIN v TIGERS
Biog 2
TRY IN WIN v TIGERS AT WELFORD RD IN 2012
Commentary Notes
Try last week v L Welsh means he has scored at least one try in each of his 10 PREM seasons
This Season
Yet to play due to injury
Last Season
Tries at Newcastle in PREM & in Heineken at Clermont; made 200th first team appearance, 2 lengthy spells of injury
Club Career
129 previous PREM games (27 tries, 135 pts) – all for Harlequins
Tries in 2012 PREM final & 2013 LV final
Tries v Wasps, Leicester & London Irish in live TV games in 2012/13
Agreed a new contract in Jan 2013
Try v L Irish in Oct 2012 was his 50th in all games for Quins
Reached 100 PREM games for Quins in the 2012 PREM final 
Sustained a broken arm in Apr 2011
Sent to the sin-bin at Franklin’s Gardens in 2007 (his only PREM yellow), although has famously committed greater misdemeanours…four month ban after bloodgate
International Career
Uncapped
Age Was 31 in October (DOB 12/10/83, born in Brighton)

David WILSON (03/03/19) ex Newcastle, retired Jul 2019
Biog 1
Started the previous 2 PREM games
Biog 2
44 England caps, last v Uruguay in Oct 2015
Commentary Notes
RE-JOINED FALCONS IN 2016/17
Last Season
Suffered knee injury in summer 2017; Only apps in AW v Was (A) in Nov, PREM in R22 & SF
2016/17
Re-joined New in Sep; 1st app of 2nd spell as repl v Wor (A) in Oct
2015/16 (for Bath)
Equalled England record for most caps off bench (since broken by Danny Care) in win v Uruguay (8th England prop to notch 40 caps) – named in World Cup training squad after recovery from injury but left out of 6N squad; Started in both Champs Cup games v Wasps & v Quins in PREM; signed new deal, 50th Euro game & YC v Saracens (A) in Jan; MADE 150th PREM APPEARANCE IN MAR
2014/15 (for Bath)
Try in defeat v Saints (A) in Sep; yellow card v Wasps (A) in Oct; started all 4 Nov Tests; ruled out for 4 months in Jan (missed 6N), played in 1st PREM final
2013/14 (for Bath)
Ruled out from mid-Dec until mid-Feb (2 months), played 47 minutes at Exeter and then selected for England v Ireland when Dan Cole injured
Club Career
179 previous PREM games (102 starts, 6 tries) – 2 in 78 for New, 4 in 101 for Bth
56 previous EPCR games (0 tries) – 18 for New, 38 for Bth
Re-joined Newcastle in Sep 2016
Sent to the sin bin v Northampton & Biarritz in 2010/11, and at Montpellier in 2011/12
Missed the game at Leicester in Oct 2010 due to an injury in the warm-up
Joined Bath in 2009; Signed a three-year deal in Dec 2010
Ex Westoe & Newcastle Academy
International Career
44 England caps (17 starts, 1 try) – debut v Argentina (Old Trafford) Jun 2009, last cap v Uruguay (Etihad Stadium) Oct 2015
His only 2011 World Cup appearance was as a sub v Romania; didn’t figure in 2012 6N 
Was a sub for England in every Test for a calendar year (Feb 2010-11)
Suffered knee injury in 2004 Junior World Championship, missed most of 2004/5
England U21 Grand Slam in 2006
Age Will be 34 next month (born in South Shields, DOB 09/04/85)

Mark WILSON (29/01/22) repl v Glo in PREM, final match of career, retired Feb 2022
Biog 1
1st appearance for 7 months (knee)
Biog 2
Try in win at Kingsholm in April 2012
Biog 3
23 England caps, last in March 2021 v Ireland
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Summer knee surgery for the club captain
Biog 2 – Played in 4 games in 2021 6 Nations & was a replacement in 2019 World Cup final
PREM captaincy record: PL 20 W10 L10 (all for New); Cmps Cup: PL1 W1 L0 (all for New)
Chall Cup: PL2 W1 L1
Started in the PREM across the back row & at lock
Last Season 
YC v Cbl (H) Dec, try v Bri (A) NY Day, YC v Osp (A) & Leic (A) Apr
2019/20 (for Sale)
Out 3 mths after RWC (knee op Nov), only 2 PREM apps(injury & lockdown)
2018/19 
2T v Sar (H) & try 
2018/19 
2T v Sar (H) & try v Leic (A) in consec games & try v Was (H) Sep; capt in win v Tln (A) Oct; Try v Nor (A) Dec
2017/18 
try v Bth (A) converted by Hodgson to win match; try v Dra (H) in Chall Cup in Oct; try v Cbl (H) in AW, started at N8 v Was (A) & try v Glo (H) in Nov; H’string inj in Feb – out for 2 mths
2016/17 
6 PREM tries, only missed 1 game; N8 v Sal (H, MoM) & Bath (A); try v Gre (H) in Chall Cup in Oct; try v Was (H) in Dec; 100th PREM app v Saints in Nov – 17th Falcon to reach the ton; Eng debut
2015/16 
Seasonal debut v Sal & 3 tries in 1st half v Eni (H) in Nov; YC v Leic (A) on Boxing Day
2014/15 
Missed opening game (ear infection) but went on to play in 21 games scoring 4 tries; 1st YC of PREM career v Lwe in Oct; PLAYED FOR ENGLAND v BARBARIANS IN MAY 2015
2013/14 
New’s Player of Season; started 16 PREM games; 2 tries v Dra (H) in AW Cup in Jan; Try v Exe in May
Club Career
150 previous PREM games (129 starts, 21 tries, 2YC) – 21 in 148 (122 sts, 2YC) New, 0 in 2 Sal
3 previous Champions Cup games (3 starts, 0 tries) – all New
37 previous Challenge Cup games (10 tries, 3YC) – all New
Loaned to Sale for the 2019/20 season
Came off the bench to make his PREM debut v Quins in Oct 2011
2010/11 Newcastle Academy Player of the Season
Product of the Newcastle Academy
Began in junior rugby at Penrith, before moving to home-town club Kendal and Blaydon (while at Newcastle University)
International Career
23 England caps (15 starts, 1 try) - deb v Arg (S Juan) Jun 2017, last cap v Ire (Dublin) Mar 2021
3 repl apps in 2019 World Cup – v USA, Nzl (SF) & Rsa (Final)
Miscellaneous
Liverpool fan; holds a Sports Science degree and wants to go into personal training after retirement
Age: Was 32 in October (born in Kendal, Cumbria; DOB 06/10/89)

Roger WILSON (22/10/16) ex Ulster, retired 2017
Biog
50th EPCR GAME FOR ULSTER LAST WEEK
Biog 2
PLAYED IN 2011 CHAMPIONS CUP FINAL
Commentary Notes
Says he has no plans to retire at end of this season despite nearing the end of his current deal
Last EPCR try was 8 years ago for Saints v Bristol & his last for Ulster was 11 years ago v Treviso in a 27-0 win HERE on 21 Oct 2005!
0 tries in his last 45 EPCR games & 0 in his last 37 for Ulster
Last try in any comp was over 3 years ago at Dragons in Sep 2013
Last Season
20 PRO12 games & 6 in Champs Cup
Round 7 of PRO12 at Dragons was just 2nd game he’s missed since April 2014
2014/15
SIGNED A NEW DEAL UNTIL 2017
21 PRO12 games & all 6 in Europe
2013/14
Played in all 7 Heineken Cup matches and 1 try in 17 PRO12 games
Club Career
163 previous PRO12 games (12 tries) – all for Ulster
74 previous EPCR games (2 tries) – 1 in 50 for Ulster, 1 in 24 for Northampton
78 PREM games (5 tries) – all for Northampton
Re-joined Ulster in 2012 and signed a three-year deal
5 tries in 78 PREM appearances for Northampton 2008-12
Made 86 appearances in PRO12 for Ulster before leaving to join the Saints in 2008
International Career
1 Ireland cap (0 tries) v Japan in Osaka in 2005
Miscellaneous
Grandad, Harry McKibbin, and two uncles have also played for Ireland
Won Saints’ version of `Master Chef` in a `cook-off` v Noah Cato in the 2011/12 season!
Age Was 35 in September (born in Belfast, DOB 21/09/81)

Scott WILSON (19/05/18 PREM PO– final game of career – suffered neck inj) ex Newcastle, retired Aug 24 2018 due to neck injury  
Biog 1
Try in win v Brive in March 
Biog 2
Ruled out for first 6 weeks Last Season (knee)
Biog 3
Made his 1st PREM starts for 18 months in April
Commentary Notes
Biog 3 – 1st PREM starts since Feb 2017 
Last Season
Try v Brv (H) in Mar; Only PREM starts this term v Wor (A), Sal (H) & Lei (A) in Apr
2016/17
Started v Sar (A) in AW & repl v Nor (A) in PREM in Nov – 1st apps for 14 mths; try v Gre (A) in Jan; only 5 PREM apps
2015/16
Only first team app as repl v Glo (H) in PREM Rd 1! Signed 3-year deal in Oct; underwent knee surgery in Feb – ended season
2014/15
Made 1st PREM start v Northampton in Rd 3
2013/14
Agreed a new contract; 13 repl appearances in PREM
Club Career
41 previous PREM games (11 starts, 1 try) – all for New
12 previous Chall Cup games (8 starts, 2 tries) – all for New (not played in Champs Cup) 
Joined the Newcastle Academy aged 14; signed a professional deal ahead of 2012/13, made eight appearances for the first team in 2012/13, including two starts in the British and Irish Cup in his first year as a full-time pro
International Career
WON 2013 WORLD JUNIOR TITLE WITH ENGLAND U20
Scotland (Melrose)-born but is an England U16, U17, U18 & U20 international - qualifies via his mother, who was only just born in England (Berwick, just a couple miles south of the border)
Miscellaneous
Competed in the discus for the Scottish Schools Athletics Team 
Age Was 24 in Mar (born in Melrose, Sco; DOB 12/03/94)

Keith WOOD (20/10/18)
Biog 1
PLAYED IN 2000 HEINEKEN CUP FINAL
Biog 2
FORMER IRELAND CAPTAIN
Biog 3
WORLD RECORD FOR MOST TEST TRIES BY A HOOKER (15)
Commentary Notes
Club Career
65 PREM appearances, 9T – all for Harlequins (1997-2003)
Spent the 1999/00 season at Munster 
Started at Garryowen
International Career
Ire caps: 58 (1993-2003) – 15T, 75pts
Lions: 5 caps (l1997 & 2001)
- Appeared at 3 World Cups (1995, 1999, 2003)
-Made his Ireland debut at 22 against the Wallabies in Brisbane in 1994 and, as a natural leader, went on to captain Ireland in 36 Tests (W15, D1, L20)
Miscellaneous
-Brought up in Killaloe, County Clare, where he spent his youth hurling, his rugby pedigree was never in question after his father Gordon packed down for Ireland on 29 occasions.
- Nicknamed Uncle Fester for his distinctive bald head
Age: 46 DOB: 27/01/72. Born Limerick.

Nick WOOD (07/05/16 – FINAL GAME) ex Gloucester, retired May 2016, now an RFU referee
Biog 1
278th FIRST TEAM GAME FOR GLOUCESTER
Biog 3
PLAYED 200th PREM GAME v WORCESTER IN MARCH
Commentary Notes
This would be his 204th PREM game & 278th first team game (extending both his Gloucester club records)
He first faced Saints in Nov 2003 packing down against Chris Budgen & they had likes of Nick Beal & Jon Sleightholme in their ranks!
This Season 
Made 1st appearance in early Dec
Last Season
RULED OUT FOR 3 MONTHS LAST SEASON 
Suffered back spasms in pre-season, eased back in A League games in Sep; yellow card v Saracens in Oct; broke Gloucester PREM apps record in Nov & then was downed by a virus returning in Dec; stretchered off on his 32nd birthday v Saracens with a head injury
2013/14
Sent off v Saracens in Oct 2013 after 78 seconds (& banned for 8 weeks) for reckless use of the boot on the head of Jacques Burger; Passed 200 career first team games
Club Career
Gloucester record 203 previous PREM games (6 tries) – Made PREM debut in September 2003 v L Irish at the Madejski, running on to replace a man old enough to be his Dad (38yo Andy Deacon)
49 previous EPCR Games (2 tries) – all for Gloucester
International Career
England Saxons
Missed projected England debut due to injury in 2007 - Torn pectoral muscle in S Africa ruled him out
Age Was 33 in Jan (born in Swindon – as were Jonny May & Henry Trinder; DOB 09/01/83)

Tom WOOD (11/02/22) ex Northampton, retired Jun 2022
Biog 1
Red card here at Welford Road in December 2011
Biog 2
Made Saints debut v Tigers in September 2010
Biog 3
Out for 6 weeks in Nov/Dec (broken foot)
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 – Just your regular derby dust-up… Chris Ashton tackled Alesana Tuilagi out of play by his hair, sparking a fracas which involved a dozen players. Ashton escaped punishment but subsequently cited and banned. Despite not connecting with a punch, Tuilagi red-carded along with Wood, who was spotted by the far-side assistant ref throwing two punches.
BIOG 2 – INJURY SUSTAINED DURING DERBY V LEICESTER AT END OF OCTOBER,
171st PREM start at flanker; only Robshaw (206) & Pat Sanderson (187) more; 13 at N8
PREM captaincy record: P30 W13 D2 L15; Champions Cup capt record: PL1 L1
2020/21 
3 w ban (high tackle v Lein (A) Dec (lengthened by covid cancellations); new deal
2019/20 
7 LO won v Glo (H) Dec, YC v Lein (Aviva) Dec; out Aug-Oct 2020 (pulmonary embolism)
2018/19
Try v Sal (H) Feb; YC v Bri (H) & try v Sar (H,PC Final) Mar; try v Wor (H) May
2017/18
2T v Sar (Tw) in Rd 1; shoulder inj – out for 6 wks; new contract
2016/17
Club capt; Before Eng call-up in Nov only game missed Exe (H) in Sep: Avg 12 tackles per PREM game
2015/16
Played in all 4 RWC games; YC v Glos (H) in Nov; out for 6 weeks in Dec/Jan; YC v Quins (A) in Feb  
2014/15
Missed month due to bad back; missed 5 weeks with ankle; 100TH SAINTS APPEARANCE IN FEB
2013/14
Match-win try v Leic in SF; 2nd PREM final - joined Dallaglio, Corry & Robshaw as winning BR captains
Club Career
215 previous PREM games (183s -170 FL,13 N8; 20T, 11YC,2RC) – 18T in 167 Nor, 2T in 48 (44 s) Wor
49 previous Champions Cup games (4 tries, 2YC, 1RC) – all Nor 
2 previous Champions Cup Play-off games (1 start, 0 tries, 1RC) – all Nor
20 previous Challenge Cup games (14 sts, 2 tries, 3YC) – 0 in 7 Nor, 2T (11 sts, 3YC) in 13 Wor
Sent off v Leicester at Welford Road in 2011/12 - Tries v Scarlets & Bath at F Gdns in 2011/12
2010/11 PREM Player of season; 1st try for Saints (in 19th app) v Sale in Apr 2011, missed 2011 EC final; Joined Saints in 2010 from Worcester; Ex-Worcester academy
Started out at Barkers Butts in Coventry (same club as Grewcock & Back, also went to same school)
International Career
50 England caps (0 tries) – debut v Wales (A) Feb 2011; last cap v Ire (A) Mar 2017
Played in all 4 RWC 2015 games; Led side to victory in Argentina in Jun 2013
Started every 2013 6N game (flanker v Sco, No.8 in other 4 - 1st time in position in 1st-class matches
Over year without a cap from 2011 RWC until autumn 2012 (sub v Fij & Aus, started v SA & NZ) 
Only started Georgia game in 2011 World Cup (repl v Romania) due to Lewis Moody’s return; 
Played in all England’s games during the 2011 Six Nations title triumph
Injury Woes
Missed 2 mths (big toe) at start of 2012, broke toe in comeback, ripped arch of foot during 2012 AW Cup final – missed SA tour; hour of physio each day, wears stiffened soles and specially-made boots
Miscellaneous
Brother Rob was a promising player but forced to give up due to knee; has a son and a daughter
Age Was 35 in November (born in Coventry, DOB 03/11/86)

Trevor WOODMAN (GUEST ON 21/09/13)
90 PREM games for Gloucester
2003 World Cup Winner
Scored a try in this fixture in November 2003 (Glos won 28-20 at Kingsholm, a week after England won the World Cup)
22 caps for England 
Joined Sale in 2004, played only three times in the PREM for the Sharks before being forced to retire in 2005 due to a back injury sustained in training.
Spent four years coaching at Sydney University before joining Wasps as assistant coach in 2009 – left at the end of last season 
Was 37 last month

Ben WOODS (27/12/11) ex Leicester – due to wrist injury Sep 2012
Biog1
FIRST PREM TRY FOR TWO YEARS IN SEPTEMBER
Biog 2
FORMER NEWCASTLE FALCONS FLANKER
Commentary Notes
Try came in the heavy defeat by Saracens
Only start last season post February was in the thrilling draw with Gloucester at Welford Road in April 
He made 52 PREM appearances for the Falcons
Scored a try for Leicester in the 2009 Heineken Cup final defeat by Leinster and the 2009 Churchill Cup final
Yorkshireman (born in Barnsley)
Was 29 in June

Tom WOOLSTENCROFT (15/04/23) ex-Saracens, Conc issues Dec 2023, retired Feb 2024
Biog 1
1st PREM appearance this year
Biog 2
Try in PREM win here last season 
Biog 3
Try scorer in 8 of his last 11 PREM games
Commentary Notes
Biogs 1 & 3 – Injured v Gloucester last September, Stretched off v L Irish just 3 games into comeback in December, then injured in next game v Lyon in January, came back v Ospreys a fortnight ago
Biog 2 – Last season became 1st Saracens forward to score in 6 consecutive PREM games. Chris Ashton (6) only other Saracens player to score in 6 on the trot & Steffon Armitage (for L Irish in 2010) only other forward of any team to do so in the PREM
Saracens is his 5th PREM club, but only played for L Irish & Sarries in PREM
PREM CAPTAINCY RECORD: PL3 W1 L2
This Season
2T v Glo (H) Sep, out 3 mths, inj v Lir (A) Dec – out for a mth, inj v Lyn (H) Jan – out for 3 mths, 
1st Euro/Cmps Cup try v Osp (H) Apr
Last Season
10 PREM tries
2019/20
new 2-yr deal Jul 2020; 3T v Glo (H) Aug 2020; capt 3 times in PREM
2018/19
1st PREM start v Sal (H) Nov; 1st Sar try v Leic (H) Feb; try v Nor (H) Mar; 1st PREM Final (repl)
Club Career
56 previous PREM games (22 starts, 17 tries) – 17 in 50 Sar, 0 in 6 Lir (0 sts)
10 previous Champions Cup games (0 starts, 1 try) – all Sar 
8 previous Challenge Cup games (4 starts, 0 tries) – 2 Sar, 6 (3 sts) Lir
Joined Saracens in 2018
Signed for London Irish in Oct 2017
Joined Wasps in 2016, but career stalled due to injuries & he moved to train with Ealing
Spell on loan with London Irish in Nov 2014
Played on loan for League One side Rosslyn Park at the back end of 2013/14 in their unsuccessful bid for promotion to the Championship
Joined Bath Academy in 2011 (has captained the U18 group)
Was a member of the Exeter Chiefs Youth Academy from 2009-11
Learned the game with Bishop’s Stortford 
International Career
Uncapped 
Ex-England U16, U18 & U20 – played in 2014 World Junior Championship triumph in NZ
Age Will be 29 in September (born in Whitechapel, London; DOB 18/09/94)


Joe WORSLEY (26/02/11)
Biog 1
ONLY 5 MEN HAVE WON MORE CAPS FOR ENGLAND
Biog 2
PLAYED MORE PREM GAMES THAN ANY OTHER BACK ROW
Commentary Notes
78 caps for England - The five in question are Leonard, Dallaglio, Rory Underwood, Johnson and Wilkinson – some people might be surprised by that. The likes of Carling, Andrew, Hill, Back and Guscott trail in his wake.
217th PREM appearance – 4th on all-time list behind Shaw, Vyvyan and Chuter.
Rested for Quins game on Jan 8 (only PREM game he has missed this season)
Won 4 PREM titles
Jackson WRAY (27/05/23) ex Saracens, PREM Final, final game of career
Biog 1
309th & final Saracens First Team appearance
Biog 2
Started in all 3 back row positions this season 
Biog 3
7th PREM Final
Commentary Notes
Biog 1 – Retires after this game…Made PREM debut in 2010
Biog 2 – Started at 6 v Newcastle, 7 v Bath & 8 v Saints inside a month in the autumn! Amazing comeback after picking up horrible-sounding injury in 150th PREM start at Saints in Jan 2022
Only Alex Goode has played more PREM games for Saracens
YET TO BE CARDED IN THE PREM
Biog 3 - 14 tries in record 84 PREM at Hendon, only Strettle (19) & Ashton (18) more (George also 14) 
PREM CAPTAINCY RECORD: PL9 W4 D1 L4 (co-capt 8 times)
This Season 
Capt in win v Bri (H) Jan, missed 2 games in Feb/Mar (shoulder) 
Last Season 
Out for 6 weeks last Jan/Feb (skull fracture) , 6th PREM Final
2020/21
Only missed 1 game 
2019/20
Agreed new 3-year contract in July
2018/19
Missed R3 & 4 (Conc); try v Glo (A) Feb; 4th Cmps Cup Final (W3 L1); 8th PREM PO & 5th final
2017/18
Only PREM/Champs Cup game missed Glo (A) in Nov – late w’drawal; MoM v Leic (A) on Xmas Eve; 2T v Wor (H) in Dec; try v Nor (A) in Apr; Sar Fans’ and Players’ Player of the Season; 1st man to 50 PREM apps at Allianz Pk in May v Glo; 7th PREM PO, 4th PREM final (1st start)
2016/17
Missed 2 games in PREM & Europe (v Sal (H) in CC in Dec & Bri in PREM in Apr); Try & MoM v Exe (A) in Sep; 150th Sar app in Oct: MoM v Tln (H) in Jan; 27 STARTS (ALL COMPS); Named in Dream Team
2015/16
Try v Lir (H) in Oct, try v Wor (Tw) in Nov; 3rd PREM Final (repl) was 100th PREM game
2014/15
21 PREM games (3 tries); new deal in Apr, winner in 2nd PREM final (repl)
2013/14
Try v Sca & 2T v New (AW). Try v Leic, Was & 3 v Wor (PREM); MoM v Zeb &  try v Con (EC); started at N8 in 3 of 4 AW games & v Sal in Feb; run of 11 str PREM starts from Xmas to May; 1st PREM final 
Club Career
214 previous PREM games (165 starts, 21 tries) – all Sar
61 previous Champions Cup games (36 starts, 2 tries, 2YC) – all Sar
3 previous Challenge Cup games (2 starts, 0 tries) – all Sar
Man of the match on PREM debut in live TV game for Saracens v Bath in 2010
Also spent time on loan at Bedford; Not related to Saracens chairman Nigel Wray
Played in first three PREM 7s, scoring three tries – all scored at The Stoop (two v L Irish in 2010 and one in finals match v Bath in 2011); Yellow card in PREM 7s v Northampton in 2010 for fighting
International Career
Uncapped 
Ex-England U20 & trained with England in Aug 2014
Miscellaneous
First played at 14yo; Rep Essex in English Schools Champs in Hammer ( PB  59m); West Ham fan, ran out at the Spurs Stadium in March 2022 making the crossed Irons sign!!
Age Will be 33 in November (born in Sunderland, DOB 10/11/90)


Chris WYLES (26/05/18 – FINAL – final game of career) ex Saracens, retired May 2018
Biog 1
Record 5th try in PREM semi-finals last Saturday
Biog 2
6th PREM final, retires after this match
Biog 3
Try in Exeter in 2016 PREM final
Commentary Notes
Biog 2 - W3 L2 in previous PREM finals (only American to win more than 1)
Try today equals Josh Lewsey’s record 3 tries in finals (Nowell also stands on 2)
Wyles (45) is also just two behind Chris Ashton’s Saracens record of 47 PREM tries.
Scored against all current PREM clubs (L Irish in Oct completed the set!)
181st PREM app for Saracens (Only 3 men have more - Chesney 205, Sorrell 195 & Goode – 184 today)
This Season 
1T v New (Philly) & 2T Wor (A) in Sep; Tries v Was, Osp & Lir (all H) in Oct; 148m & 6 breaks v Lir (H) most in Rd 7; Glo (A) in Nov was 150th Sar PREM start; try v Was (A) in Jan; try v Nor (A) in Apr; record 5th try in jt-rec 9th PREM PO (W6 L3)
Last Season
Missed Rds 1 & 2 (not match fit following Olympics); Try v Bri (A, FB) in Sep: returned after 15 weeks out in Apr; 1st app at FB for 7 mths v Was in May; 8th PREM PO 
2015/16
Led USA in RWC; try v Uls (A) in Nov; retired from Tests in Jan, 2T v Sal (A) in Feb, 1T v Exe (H) & 200th Sar game in Mar; 1T v Nor (H, Chmps Cup QF) in Apr; 2T v Lei (H, SF) in May; 7th PREM PO; try in 5th PREM Final
2014/15
Tries in consec. games v Bth (A) & Glo (H) in Oct; 2T v Nor (H) in Nov; 100th PREM start for Sar in Dec
2013/14
14 of 20 starts at centre; 100th PREM game for Sar in Feb; 2nd PREM YC in Mar v Bth; 3rd PREM final
Club Career
183 previous PREM games (163 starts, 45 tries) – 45 in 180 (161 sts) for Sar, 0 in 3 (2 sts) for Nor
67 previous EPCR games (24 tries) – 22 in 64 for Sar, 2 in 3 for Northampton
Good 2012/13 in Champions Cup….tries in consecutive games in Jan 2013 v Racing & Edinburgh 
Try in 100th game for Sarries v Racing in Brussels in Oct 2012
Sent to the bin for tripping future club-mate David Strettle v Quins at The Stoop in 2009/10
Joined Saracens in 2009; Scored tries in 4 successive PREM games in 2009/10
International Career
54 USA caps (16T, 222 pts) – debut v Eng A (Stockport) May 2007; last cap v Jpn (Glo) Oct 2015
USA captaincy record = W3 L5
Played in the 2007 & 2011 World Cups & qualified for 2015 RWC; Caught the eye of Eddie Jones at RWC 2007 and was signed up for Saracens; Part of USA Sevens squad in Rio 2016 Sevens
Miscellaneous
Married Amy in France in 2015; Moved to UK at age of 11: Began a brewing company (Wolfpack Lager) in 2014 with former team-mate Alistair Hargreaves
Age Will be 35 in September (born in Stamford, Usa; 13/09/83) – So’ton & Pittsburgh Steelers fan

John YAPP (20/05/15) ex Wasps retired 2015
Biog
1st PREM APPEARANCE SINCE NOVEMBER
Commentary Notes
This Season
Made 1st app for Wasps as sub v Saracens in Rd 1, started v Sale (A) in Oct
Last season
5 straight starts (all comps) for L Irish in Oct/Nov; yellow card v Leicester in Nov
Club Career
28 previous PREM games (0 tries) – 9  for Wasps, 19 for L Irish
Joined Wasps this season
On season-long loan with L Irish from Edinburgh
Made over 100 appearances for Cardiff Blues before signing for Edinburgh, for whom he made 21 appearances in 2012/13.  He was part of the Cardiff Blues side that won the Amlin Cup in 2010.
International Career
21 Wales caps - was in the Grand Slam squad in 2005
Age Will be 32 in April
Ben YOUNGS - retired Jun 2025
127 ENGLAND CAPS, 2 LIONS TESTS 
7 PREM FINALS
338 LEICESTER FIRST TEAM GAMES 
Club Career
244 previous PREM games (182 sts, 31 tries, 158 pts) – all Leic
81 previous Champions Cup games (61 sts, 10 tries, 50 pts) – all Leic
7 previous Challenge Cup games (4 sts, 1 try, 5 pts) – all Leic
PREM debut, Leicester’s youngest-ever PREM player (17) v Bristol Apr 2007
International Career
129 caps (OVERALL TEST CAREER)
127 England (95 sts, 20 tries, 1YC) debut v Sco (A) Mar 2010, last v Arg (Paris) Oct 2023
2 Lions (1 st, 0 tries) –2013; he/Tom 14th Lions bros, 8th on same tour; missed 2017 tour due to sister-in-law terminal illness
PoM/1st start/1st Test try v Aus Jun 2010 (Sydney), 2 tries in 2011 RWC; try off bench v Ire 2012
World Cup Record: 17 games (3 tries) – 5 in 2011, 3 in 2015, 6 in 2019, 3 in 2023
Age Was 36 in September (born in Cawston, Norfolk; DOB 05/09/89)


Tom YOUNGS
Retired in April 2022
215 Leicester First Team apps
75 PREM games as Leicester captain, only Martin Johnson (132) has led Tigers more in PREM
Club Career
156 previous PREM games (122 starts - 119 HKR, 3 CEN; 16 tries, 4YC, 1RC) – all Leic
36 previous Champions Cup games (32 starts, 4 tries, 1YC) – all Leic
8 previous Challenge Cup games (7 starts, 1 try, 1YC) – all Leic
PREM & Tigers’ players’ player of the year 2012/13…before Sep 2012 last PREM start was Mar 2008, as a centre! (played at 12 v Worcester alongside Andy Goode & Ollie Smith); also been a flanker
Played in 2nd PREM Final in May 2013 - a repl in 2012; rep in AW final triumph v Nor in Mar 2012
Played two seasons with Nottingham under the guidance of Glenn Delaney 
1st Leicester app at hooker as repl in ‘A’ League v Glo in Jan 2009 (picked there by Heyneke Meyer) 
International Career
31 caps (28 England, 3 Lions) – 0 tries; Eng debut v Fji (H) Nov 2012, Lions debut v Aus 2013 - started the first two Tests, last cap v Uru (Manchester) Oct 2015
He and Ben were the 14th set of brothers to play for the Lions & 8th to appear on same tour
1 of 13 uncapped men in Eng’s original 2012 SA tour squad, played v SA Barbarians South & North; Played for Eng before starting first team game at Welford Road
Played with brother Ben in win v NZ to replicate feat of Dad (Nick) in 1983; Ex-England U20 & Sevens 
Miscellaneous
Became Dad in Nov 2013 (daughter Maisie); phobia of heights; will return to family farm on retiring
Wife, Tiffany, diagnosed with cancer in Apr 2017 but in recovery
Age Will be 35 in January (born in Norwich - grew up on a farm in Norfolk; DOB 28/01/87)
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